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I encourage all of us, not just our stu-
dents, to make every minute count. 
As you continue your journey at Lin-
denwood, please keep these simple 
words in mind: 

                Realize your potential    

                Own your future 

                Apply yourself 

                Relish the journey 

John R. Porter ð President 

A Word from the President 

Discover Your Roar 

This past August, Lindenwood welcomed in the class 
of 2023!  The new students coming on campus for 
New Student Orientation were surrounded with a 
new theme that was present in their dorms, apparel, 
and ingrained into each activity in which they were 
involved.  The new theme was ñDiscover your Roar.ò   

Angie Royal, director of student involvement, shared 
her thoughts on the new theme and what it means to 
her, the student involvement department, and the 
students across campus: 

ñóDiscover your Roarô is about finding your place at 
Lindenwood, your voice, your support system, your 
home. Itôs about discovering your passion and capa-
bilities. Your óRoarô is the energy that you put into 
whatever it is you do, and finding ways to stand out 
in the crowd. Our hope is that through a diverse mix 
of engagement opportunities, we do provide a space 
for all students to discover their óRoarô.ò 

This year, New Student Orientation and the start of 
the academic year has been a great success paired 

with the new theme.  Look for the ñDiscover your 
Roarò theme to keep popping up across campus for a 
while to come!   

How can you help yourself and others óDiscover your 
Roarô? 
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News from Around Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Boerboon and Morgan Craft both Alumni and 
members of National Championship Shooting team 
Married September 14, 2019. 

 

Kevin Manley was promoted to Assistant Registrar-
Transfer Services in July 2019.  

 

Melissa Lawrence was recently hired for the Academic 
Services Representative position.  She started the first 
day of the fall semester. 

 

Nia Spencer (VA Specialist) participated in the 9/11 
Memorial Stair Climb at Monks Mound to honor the 
efforts by first responders at the World Trade Center. 

 

Mary Stacy-Brewer (Associate Registrar) organized 
the school supply drive for Youth in Need in August. 

 

Matthias Wood (math instructor) 
and his wife are excited about 
their new baby boy, Huxley Wood.  
He was born on February 6, 
weighed 6 lbs, and measured 19 
inches long. 

 

 

 

 

Adam (Admissions) and 
Brittany Benkendorf are 
excited to welcome their 
first kid.  Logan James 
Benkendorf was born 
August 27, weighing 8lb 
4oz. 

Sasha Kelley (student advisor, School of Sciences) re-
cently had twins. 

 

 

 

Nancy Messina (Library Services) 
welcomed baby Warren, on Sep-
tember 12. 

 

 

 

    
Members of the wom-
enôs rugby team re-
cently attended 
Shriners Childrenôs 
Hospital to work with 
patients there.   Also 
in September, they 
participated in the 
Annual Special Olym-
pics of Missouri Bocce 
Ball event and a Spe-
cial Olympics Flag 
Football tournament. 

The  Athletic Performance de-
partment would like to welcome 
new athletic performance coach 
Collin Kohlasch.  Prior to com-
ing here, Collin spent two years 
as a graduate assistant strength 
and conditioning coach at 
George Washington University, 
where he oversaw multiple pro-
grams. 

 
Also new to the Athletic Performance department are 
two new athletic performance coach, student employ-
ees: Alex Frenz and Thomas Cornelius. 
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The Pride Gathers for Family Day 

On September 21, 2019, Lindenwood University held their 

7th annual Family Day. The day offered the opportunity for 

studentsô families to visit them on campus and enjoy a bevy 

of activities.  Of course, university faculty, staff, and admin-

istration were invited and even encouraged to attend the 

festivities as well.   

Students along with their parents, siblings, and other family 

members were able to attend a variety of activities through-

out the day.  Parents got to see their studentôs home-away-

from-home, meet their new friends, tour campus, and meet 

some of the senior administration, faculty, and staff.  The 

whole day was filled with fun for the entire family from the 

International Festival to the Kidsô Corner.  Before the foot-

ball game, attendees were treated to some delicious ice 

cream treats and then at 7 p.m. it was kick-off time!  Lin-

denwoodôs football team took on William Jewell in their 

home opener and brought home a big win.  Not only was it a 

great showing by our awesome football Lions, but the win 

earned Coach Stugart his 100th career victoryé way to go, 

Coach Stugart! 

 

Family Day is a great way for the pride to get together for some 
fun after the excitement and craziness of the start of the school 
year has settled down a bit.  It was a great day for students, fami-
ly, and staff! 

Pet of the Quarter 
Dudley is a service dog in training being raised by Linden-
wood Athletics in cooperation with a local organization 
called Duo.  

Duo is a nonprofit that provides service dogs to individuals 
and facilities locally and across the country. The dogs 
trained by Duo help those with physical challenges as well 
as those who are deaf or hard of hearing.  

Lindenwood is the first university to partner with Duo in 
raising a service dog. We received Dudley when he was 8 
weeks old and have him until around 18 months. As he is 
just a puppy, we primarily focus on basic commands and 
make sure that he is properly socialized.  

Being in the office every day and around our student-
athletes has instilled him with confidence that he would not 
get if he were at the facility or in a home. You will see him 
walking around campus wearing his blue Duo ñcape.ò When 

he is wearing his cape, that means he is working and should not 
be petted. However, when he isnôt wearing his cape, he loves to 
play.  

Come visit him any time on the third floor of the Student-
Athlete Center. You can follow Dudley on Instagram 
@lindenwoodpup. 


