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lThe relationzhio of marital vinlence and adolescent
apusa/neglsct with depressive swymptoms and suicidal! +Hpugnts im
adoi2scant females was studisd. Hixty “our agdolescent famales
from two vouth centers and five residential faciiitiss ware

-
i

studied. 3Subjects ranaed in age from (I to 17, wers currently
in 3rades 7 to 11, practiced various religicns, were raciallw
mixed (364 whnite: 27% black: and 2% Hispanic). Most subiscts
Pived with their mcther or mother and a male. The subjects wers
divided into three groups: those who d19 mot witness marita
violence (group 1), these who witnessed marital violences
accasionally (group &), and those whno witnessed marital violenca
consistently i(grous 3. These thrae groups were matched on mina
varianles including mean age of adolescants, a2an sducational
level of acolesscents, religious a3ffiliatiors, the athnic

backargundp, the parental status, garents’ =2ducational lavel and

I

parents’ occupation bv Lsing ANDOVA am2 chi-sguare tost .,

~evnolds Adolescent Dapression Scals

ttam auestionnairs and

(RRLEY wers given to all the subjects. The subijectz’ respon

i
D
i

wera tallizd for the prevalence of deprassive symptoms and

it

n nd agziescz=nt abuse

fl

=

Lif}

suizidal thoughts, and the marital wviod
‘imhysical or sexual) or nealact. The data thus chisined was
analvzed to determine the relatiaonship between marita’ violsnce

and abuzasnegl 20t wWith deprassive symphioms and suicidal thougnts
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using the chi-sguare test. The results showsd that adcolescents
females who witnessed marital violence wers morae commony abused
or megliected by their parents. i abused/negsliected adolescent
temal 25, marital violence increased the prevalence of suicidal
théughts significantly but not S0 in adolescents wic wers not
FUbjected fo zbuse/neglact. I~ adoléscemt femai2s who 4id not

witness marital viclience, the presence of abuse/regiect was

ignificantly related to reduction in suicidal thHouahtsz but mot
SO tor adolescents who witnessed marital viclence., The presence

ot 2ither marital viclence or abuse/nsglact affected the

prevalence of depressive thoughts, The sdditian of the other
factor imarital violence or sbusesneglect) did nea: causze anwy

s1anmificant additional 1rncrease 1n fhe orevalsnce of deprassiy

i

symptoms., Fimally the prsvalence of deoressive syvmptoms 2id not

carrelate sianificartly with the prevalercs of sWUicical
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Thouahts. "ns3ible hypotheses were offora
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

Marital violisncs, a
abuse, family viclence, battering. «@omen abuss, znd wi<e
b2ating, 13 the use of abusive, violent benavior among s=oole
who are married, 1iving together, or have am angoing or prior
intimate =alationshipo. Marital vigloancs =an inwvol ve pushing,

cunching, siapping, choking, stabbirmg, forcing serual chivity,

£

Areat of victence to control another s oehavioe.,

i+

ar dz=lmg tnhne

It man Tsad to serious injuries or destn.
Aczording o the Amarican Academy of Thild Fsyokiatsy,

depression 13 a saddened, snerayisss states of “eelipg, which
secomes defined as an 11lness 1 it o2rsists over saveral
months. Lepression in tsenagers mav be marmifested in wavs

zomewhat ditr2rent <»om depression in adults. TfteEn tesnage

depression 13 masked by what appe2ars tao be hyperactivih.,

£

agar2zsicn, feigned iliness, or freguent abszence +-om =0Mcol .
Al though such behavisrs may Bbe & sign oF other 17 nesses

Zaze of deoressicn, ths ocnildrsn geri1zdica’ 1y will ooy sad and

. DZme suplarmation is that =2mctional

LnporTant Lo wWomen Than o maes, and so o wonen fak s hoogose

-

S s

1 .
! eI
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EMmET
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crumpies, 1Y Tan g2 zo teErridving that Ser sensa oF tdaptity LS




thresatgned and she mav become depressed,. Adolescert females
Tave a oowsErtul rzar of feimg alone.
aszential tc them (The Women’s Center, 178&:.

Suicide mav be the most s:ftreme consedusrca of denression.

Mevertheless, many mental health experts helisve it s F2ACNINg

disastrous orcporticons among tecnagers. Y15 is sstipated fhac
thers are a hundred dnsuccess+ul attempiz 4or svery successful
ft2en suicide,” says Rizgg, (1985, S8t. .Jos=oh s dirsectagr oF
cMild and adolescent treatment services. Teenage girls ars more
lizely to attempt suicids, but Hoyvs are more (ikely fto succeed

because they use more lTethal means. & common thread bimnding

suicide of all ages 13 dzarsssion.  '[720 may De ceproeszagl when
vou notice fundamental changes in vour gvervday living
satterns.” answers Mueller, (1953), proaram dirsctor of St
Joseph Behavioral Medicine Services, “"the most commoan Sisn is

—

ack 2f pleaswre in things vou used to =2njov,

According to the National Women Abkuse Frevention Froject

v In homes where donestic violencz ocours. children aras at

high risk of suffaring phvsical abuse trhsmselves. FRegardlsss of

1]

whathar children are ohvsically abused, “he =2maticnal =+<iscts o+

Witrigssing vid] gnce are very similar =0 oswochnolosgiczal f=aums

2=timatasd minimum orF 2.3 midlliogn chilgdren Witress aomastic
Cialenca.
AcCording o rhe Matiormal Womem Acuss FeaveEntion Sregaast
LFBRY, mothers ware 2 fimes more Tibely o Ruet tREis SR iiacen
AMENR TREY ArE 22173 bhatvtered fhan when thsy 502 sats foom
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]

vinlence. Chilgren 1n homesz wheres domestic vislang

(i
[hi

]
T

v oapused or seriausTy neglactad at =z —~ate 1520%W hishsr

than the natiormal average in the gsneral oopuiation. Zhildrern
fram il 2nt homes have higher risks of alcons! /el aousSe and

Juveniie gdel inguency {(National Women Abuse Frevention Fraozsct,

1789 . Aapproximateiy FOY of Chiidren ars awar2 2Ff tha s1glsmo
directed at the.r mothers. Childrsn weres presemt in 410-I5% oF

Mones where police intervenad in domestic violanc= calis
iDomestic Yiolernce Fact Sheet from Mational Women Abuse
Freventlion Froject, 138%9).

Some of the emotional effects of domestic wiclencs an

]

—hildren nglude 'Domestic Vialesnce Fact Fast foom Hationa

Women Abuse Frevention Frogect, 198910

-Taking respaonsibilifiy for fthe asouss
—Constant ansiety (that ancther beating wi'll ooour:
—ouiit (for not being able Lo stop the abussa or for
abuiser:
—F%%E o+ abandonment
Chitdran in hames whers domestic violanoc2 ocoours naswy

gxperience cognitive or langsuages prociems, Jdevelopmenta’l deiav.

5

strezz-ralanesd ohysical! allments, arnd Mearing and Soc=ech
grobiems (Maetional Women &sbuse Frgvertison Srosest, 1553 .

T i} . - 4
mesd amd

i
=
s
4o
[H]
il
i
F



1) These children 2:xhibit a combination of limitad toierance,
poor impu’za control, 1ona-suffering and contisual =elisf that

the zituation wil! imprave. They uasually Rave a sHaky

detinition af themselwves dus to childisk parental mocels.

——ry

2y These children are zconomically and amotionally dagandsnt .
They suffer much stress ang have 3 low ssif-estesem. Thew often

superience loneliness, fear, and a mistuwre of hAooes and

depressi1on.

2} These children often have a tendercy for a migh rise
alcohol and drug abuse, running away, psvchosomat:c 1l inesszes,
and absences from zschool. Incresased social and pEer aroup
isztation is commorn. Childresm exhibit fargaining bebawvior,

attempt to prove themselves, and develas decechive abilitisasz.,

Ctter they blame themselves and zuffer intsrral conflice.

4i:  They have pcor s2xual idertities due o confused mods!

identifigation.

Ty The cZhidrean have a wverv poor definitisn of oeesonal

poundariscs and often vioglate others.

N tha ohildren have Tittle or no andarstanding of £92 dyramics
of violence, aszuming it iz the rorm and using it 33 3 proolsm

salving technigue. They mav garticigate in ‘pDecking ordaer

T

attering and cortinue the pattsrn of familv vialence 1n thReler

2w adul thond.



71 Often these children have suicidal amd homicidal fnoushts.
Whether or not children are abused physically., they suifer
anptional tradma and psvchological scars from watching their
tathers beat their mothers. In homes where domestic violence
2CTUrE,, Ffear, instability, and confusion replacs the love,

comtcrt., and nurturing that the children meed. Thess oWilidran

in

fi

[

Tive in constant t2ar of ohysical harm from tha person who is

suppesed to care for ang protect them. They mavy bl ame

themselves for causing tha violsnce.

a
“+
i
Ll

The one place on earth whers they shou?
zecuwre Nas instead become a olace of abusa, danger ., and
vialence. To wiiness zuch abuse and 1ive Wit~ i+, carries wivh
it & gartizular aaony,

The ollaowing statistics are Lakzn rom the Centar Sor

-

Hizease Lontrol and ths Missouwri Department of Health (i%383:.
e In Missowi, zsuicide ranks as the secornd j=2ading kiilar =¥
teenagersz. “he natianal rate for adglescents is 12 per 100,000,
whareas 1t 1s 15.5 per 100,000 {for gerzons under thse age af 20
o Missouri.

@#scant males conmit zulcide nearly five fimes mors 3fhan

thar agoiescent “emalas: howsever fomaies attamor Sulcifs +-res

to fowr times more oftzpn Than mal 2=, Males tend Lo usa nors

wnr2al 15tic 2xHpactations 2f cne’'s abilitizs and tal=2nts,

anticizarirng arnxigts, 1953 oFf reiatisnstls ftrrouge divorce ar
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death, g2er or garental prassure, and a 1 ack 2+ adequate ooping

skill

I3

Matiagnally, ciose Lo two millicn ahildren ars victims Of

P}

child apuse and neslect sach vear (Nationa! CZonmniftise for

g8

Frevaention on Child dbuse, (787). In Missowri im LF8&, thers

were 43,107 Chila abuse andgd megliect reports invoivisg 77,381

I

-y

chllaren.  OF the reports, 43% were suspectad to be victins of
zhilo abuse, while 32,756 of 47% of the children were consicered
3 be victims of abuse or negliect. Fram 1982 fo May L1387, a
tatal of 3% children weres recorted to have died fraom child

zouseE and negltect in Missouri,

It is apparent from the studieszs reporites above that
nhysical abuse ardsor neglect are fairiy zammgn 1n the ramilii=ss
where marital viclence exists. {fonseguently, mgst of the

studies reported in the 1itaratuwrz on the efsraect of marital

bl
1

T
o
[
il

vigience on adolescent children don't isclate the =ffech of
zanfoundina var:able, that iz, the prazence or adpsance of
phivsical abusesneglect. In this study the ressarcher
categorizad adoleoscents into Lwo groups: those sho wares

al or sexual abuse or negliect and Ythoss2 who

wizra ot For gach group the prasance o2¢ aarital vio! 2nce was

comgarad ts the prevalence ot depressie= symphoms and suizida’
theoughts., This study 1z limited o conly femalz2 adolescants,



Statement of Furpose

The present study was designed €5 study tha 1npact of
marital violence and abuse/sn=glect on adolescent fomalos. The

t31lowing hypotheses were tosted:

13 Gdolescent airls who have witnessed marital violesnce are

also more lTiksly to be subjectec to abuse/meglact.

=y

Z Adol escent 2iris who have witnessed maritzal violenc

i

are
more likaly to be depressad than those who have not witnessad

marital viglence.

1

3) Adglascent girls who have witnessed marital vislapcz ar
more likely to have suizigal thouahts than those who have nst

witnessed marital vialenca.

4} Adal @scent girls who have been subsscted to abuse negisct
are more likely to develop deprsssive symptoms than thos2 whd

have not bheen subjected tg abuse/neglect.

= F

=i Adolascant 3irlzs who have been subjected tc abusz neglast
are nore likely to have suicidal thoughts than those who have

Aot besn subldezctad to abuse/mneglisct.
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CHAPTER 2

Fevisw 2Ff Literaturs

The past few years have ssen a dramatic ingrease in the
attention paid to both the Cauzes and conssguences of family
wioience. The resgarch on spouse abuse o domestic wiol ence
shows & daveloping cocncarn about the offects of ocoserving
mar-ital viaolence on children and adolescents. Lecause marital
wiolence is guits common, affscting as manwv as 28BY% of all
couptes {(Straus et al ., 1980, millions oFf children are | ikelw
Y0 ce sxuposed tz this potential stressor. Jacoosen (1%78) stated

associated withh 3

i
it}
N

that the oarsntal oehavior nost cio
child’s poor adjustment or fysfunction was ohvsical violenca.

Jacobsen (1%78) stated fthnat mucn of the post-divorce stress seen

in children and teenagers may ae ~a2lated more to parental
confltict and hostil ity preceding the breakup — particularly i+
it involved ohyvsical vinlence - tnmam to the actual marita)l
breaiup . Jacobsen studied 1 chiidren from 30 families in the
orocess of marital dissoiutign. A signiticant r2latisrshlis Was

Tound between interparental hostiiity and Shildren’s somabic

it

nd

i

grobl ams: asgression ., wWwithdrawal , nedrotic benavior,

t

excessive fears and insecurities. The areatsr the parental
hostiltity the more adjustment di1fficulties wers 1dentifisd.

Childrern’s regsponses o the observation of vialence wariod

5]
i

i

W
g
vt

widel v, Dogspits the +Yact that 1nfarmatisn on ro i has not

SeEen syshtematically gatmersd. tha » okl

AL

ag& OF

u
i
E
n
1]
3
[}
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pehaviors re0grtaed is ramarktably congrusnt,. froblems mave baen
documented in several domains of children’s iives., 1actuding
socioeconomic develaonmant, health and oehavior with pesrs,

tzachers and parents (Carlsom, 178475,

Christopouios st al (12387 compared the individual and

faged TI-13 vears) with that of 40 community families. A3 they
expeacted, abused Ss were dramatically more depressed on a
varietv of measures (2.g. Zeck [Oepression Inventdry) than wers
ccmmﬁnitv 5. Significant but more modest differences wers
+ound between the groups of children studiad. EBoth fZhe sans ang
daughters of battersed 33 received scores more than 1 standard
deviation above the ﬁean 2f the narrative sample on both the
internalizing and s«terfnaliring subscales of the chiid’'s
vahavioersl Zhecklist, out 2ilzvated external izing scores wara
also found for the community sample of hovs From similar
socigeconomic Dackgrounds. No between—graup differances wera
found in regard to the children’s percelved competerce or I,
while estimates of the risk of psvchologizal difficulitiss amona
the childrern of batitered women weres similar to thosz obtained by

sther investigatorzs, motabiy diftarent findings regarding =2

Hugnas (1588 conparsd 5 abusec armd monabused —hitd

witnessaes {agezs Z-123 vears: to zarertal violsnce ftemporarily

1

At

~agi1ding im = Dattzred womer s she2liter Wwith 23 age—matchead

{

z=itdrer from a =imitar economic backaround o measures of

it
iU
-+
|
il
ui
Pt
i
B
3
[F1]
=
1]
T
o
(i,
iv
m
3
it}
H]
i}
i
]
7]
i
|
{1
i
1]
]
il
<
'
In]
7

probl=a2ms ., using
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mothers’ and self-reports. FResultis indicated signiticant]ly more

dizstress in th2 abused witness 85 tham in comparison groups,

Hl

with nanabused witness 5S¢ scores faliing in betwesn.
Hilberman and Munson (1277-1378) and Rov {1377 obsarved

the following =somatic complaints: headaches, stomachaches,

diarrbea, ulcers, and other intestinal problems, asthma,

Els. insomnia, sle=zpwalking, nightmares, and bedwetting;:

i
3
i
r
i
il

zchonl relatad problens and difficulties such 33 poor
attendance, poor pertormance, distractipilit.s ang school

phobias. Other common reactions included axcassive crving,

extreme fear, withdrawal, @xtrems gassivity or dopsndency .
2ggressivensss, confusion, anxiety, depression, and
self-mutiiation (Hiiperman and Munson, 1397-1278 and Foy,
garnatt =2t al {1¥83) star=sd that childiren fraguentiv becams
rnnocent targets of dispiaced aggression as angrw, frusteated
powerless parents misdirected hostility intended fa- tha
assatlant onto an even more poawerlsss child (Shraus st o4,
120 . Al typas of family violanca were sositively correlated.
I¥ there was violence between the parents, there waz likel v to

e viola2noe directed toward the crnildren

alss or v othar
A
sibiingz. Rov's 120 respondents simed that aoout o=
aszadits on tnem were accompenisd by assaults on ta2ir S-o1lidran,

T 0F which wera never -egported = ~kild abuse authorities

In +act, 1t is common <3 this risk tz &5e -hild to ragin

i
«
i
A
[N}
1]
b
i
3
n1]
it
T
15
1M
]
i
T
0
b}
o1
D
m
m
—
1]
i
o
3

goartas that almest

2ne QuarteEr of a sample of 44 2atigred womsn wars Ssaten Susing

[y
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praghnarcy . This reoeated beating inflicted. anbnown karm on the
unborn child.
Walker (1979 in her book The Battzred Women, writes:
The children who live 1n a LCatktering reiationship

zxbDerience the most insidious form of child abuse. Whether =0 .
ot they are phvsicaily abused by =1ther parent is Tess

important than the osveholozical scars they bear from watcohing
their rather beat thelr mother. They laarn to become part =4 a
dishonest consoiracy of silanc2. Thevy 12arn to lis to pravent
inappropriate behavior, amd thev learr 1o suspernd 0141l iment of

their needs rather than risk another Zonfrmntation...They do
spend a ot of energy avoiding problems. Thaey live in a world
2+ make—-beliave (p. #d6).

m
o
Fi
i

Wolfe =2t a1l {1785 evaluated bSehavior aroblems and

campatence in a sample of 1938 children (4-14 yasrs) +rom <ioient

and nooviolent famiiies. Mothers rated theis~ zhild' s o-

i
it

children’s beliavior on the Achenbach Child Behavior Checkli
and completsad neasurss 2f ramily winisnce2. The results
indicated fthat the children of batterad womsn were rated
significantly highsr in behavior problisasms and wers -ntag T:wer
in social competence than wers those 1m the compsrison groups.
Yarma (1977) suggested that chiidren in vislent famiii=ss,
even 1+ thevy are not directly victims of phvsica  sbuss, were

vary vuimnerabls o ssmctianal aeglact. A mother who Tiva 1in 2

~H

“hronic state of fear. angsr, ansisty

[H]
5

nd depressian 15 Rarosiw

i

in & ztate to look after the phvsical and 2mciicnal neseds of her
chiidren. Frescobt and Letka (1977 stated that onildren whs
opsarved domestic viglance may Tearn thsat vigleance 13 the on v
mears of conflict rescluticon, this mar oe f2he most sarmicious

at+act. For most. '@arning begins ths f1-st Rime thay ara

spanhed. Thewv learm that thoss who love vou are hhoss who huet



yvou. Therefore, they think 1t must be acoceotabla ta hurt thoss
vou 1ove. This message gets strongly reinforces if theav ohserve
their sarants =2ngaging in phvsical wvialance 0 z0]ve
disagreements regulartv.

The litgrature addressing the relationshis Setweesn marital
vislence and child hehaviors overiaps with a jargsr (iteraturs
about the affects of marital conflict, which may 1nciude
physical viuien:elar aggression on child kehaviar. Thers are at

i@ast two scurcas of concern reflaected in the litsratura.,

il
<
it
+
.
i]
il
+
r
T
b
ul}
3
L]
I
b
a
vt
.
m

First, marital viglarce could negativ

s
o]
i
i
L
+
]
T}
o
[
It
11}
£l
]
it
x
1]
]
i |

shart run whilz thay are actually ba2ing =

I

i
A
i
=
s
“t
(3]
A
ra
L
5
i
o

their parents (Straus =2t al, 1750). Sescond.

appearaed t3 be unatfected in the short term,. tney miznt 5

M

agversely affacted in the Tong term, oernass ultimatsel ., becoming

il

abusive in their cwn marriages (Streaus, 17500 .
A recent raviaew of the correlations of husbharmd-to-wife viglsrncs
sased on TSI =2mpirical studiss, Hotaling and Sugarman (12284)
corcluded that the most consisternt rizk markers <or boto
husbands and wives wers witnessing violerncs 10 thsir familiss of
origin. Baseoc on estimates from a naticnal imterview sample.
SONE Who wltinessad theiir fatners: vio
rate of wite abuse tham sons who did not (Strauss et al . 19801,
There was some svidence that wives wers leosg |ike
cetuas feom their husbands’ beating if they witnessed their
mothers as victims of abuse (Larmarm, 17200,

Girts +rom violent homes have 22eM Cescribed as 91327 3ving

. - .

1nEErNal 1Ting Dernavior orzolans ard adjustasnt oraDl ams (Hugbhss



15

ang Barad, 1733). tMost of the studies have s:iaminec the ways in
which preadolescent children are affected Oy conflict and/or
viglance between parents. The Timited resesarch om young'
children who witness marital violence suggests a variety\a¥
possibie effacts that appear to be mediatsd bv gender and
deveiopnental stage. Associations between marital vialence ang
a wide range of children’'s adiustiment problems have been found.
These incliude low sel+-2steem in girls (Amato, 193&4) 3 and
aggression, behavior problems and reduced social competense in
bovs (Davis and Carlscn., 1%87). ERelationshbips have alss been
found between marital violence and childhood depression (Davis
and Carltson, 19287) and mar:ital violence and anxisty (Ffouts et
ai, 1¥813) ., Maternal effectivenesss may bes impalred bhecauss o4
regeated pchysizcal amd emotional abuse (Walker, 12795 . LChildren
of depressed mothers are at as great a risk for majladsustoment ss
are offspring aof schizophrenic gparents (HSeardsles a2t al, 1(F23).

However, some studies nave failled to find the supected
ratationshios between marital abuse and child adjustment
probiems (2.49. Hughes angd Barad, 1983.7

Jarbarino and 3illiam (1980 have identified two sroups of

miztreated teenagsrs: feenagers for wWhsm soUSe started 1in

[H

adolescence and t2sEnagers far whom aSusz was a continuous
pattern of interaction with fhe family throughout childhond.
According to Saroarinog and 3illiam, continuous abuse from

childhood wazs the most damaging Form. FPossible rmesuits of abuse

1

for tne adoiescant incliuded ohvsical damags, 1ow self-ssteam.

anwistv, ‘ack ofFf empathv, pock sooia



alcohol abuse, suicide, d2linauency, and homicide. They also
suggestad two processes of damage relating to conseduences of
abuse tor the adoleszent, First, through imitation the
adolescent victims learned to be socially deviant, particul arly
in relation o violent benavior. Second, through an attempt to
rational ize the parent’s viglent bshaviar, ado?escénts 1 2arned
negative szl f-cancept.

Farber and Joseph (173%) questioned the distinction between
adoiescents whoe have been abussed throughowt chilgdhood amd those
for whom abuse was a recent goccurrence. Farbsr and Jos=gh have,

Mowever, found negative conseguences of abuse o the

rt

adol

[t
1
n
1

nt. These consequences included acting oub Zehavior,

deprassion, jensral ized andietv, extrsme adolescent adiustment

3]

problems, smational and thought disturbances. and helplessnass
and dependency. Galambers and Dizon (1224) alsc have remortéd
that abused adolescents have low self-sstasm, kigh lava! of
anxiety about their own behavior, poor school performance,
a3grassion, and Tack aof zmgathy fdr others. HMerranhohl (1377)
found that abused childrem show less affection to t=air sarentz
and ars 1253 able fto exoress pleasuwrs in Tifre in gsneral Sham
norabused children,

Sarbarinc and Sitliam (1720 Rave suggestad “rat tne kav
factor involved in the transmittal o0F phy=sical
beEhavior +rom one gensraticn to ancother mavy o2 2motisna! abusae

rather than prwsica! abugse. Thus the smotional —omponents of

i+

he viostent family interacticn mavy a

-+

etiology o2f vinlent or depressive hekavior. Martin 2t &' (19857



studisd a zsample of 151 rural and urban familiss whers at | 2ast
one ado!escent famiiy member was used to compare levels of
varbal and physical violence within the Family with am

adolescent family member’'s attitudes toward keyv variables of

C}
-+,

ramily conflict angd familv satisfaction. The resuits
.dlscriminant anal vses suggested that nonvioclsent +amil isse wers
nuch mors 1ikely to report successful osutcomes $rom comflict

resolution than both types of vioclent families apd that

increasingly savere family violence was associated with areatse

anger on the part of the adolescent toward his parssts .,

anger on the part of the adolsscert. Az tre level o viol snco

increased, adolescents’ anger towards thsic narents incrossed as

The impact of marital violence on zdal escents has Seon
ztudied less ofter and less systematically. &mong adol escents
and voung adults, marital violence has been associatad with

approval of violence toward a huskand o wife (Ulbrich & Hiber,

{1

—

"Eli. This was accompanisd by devression in women, and

£l
It

igusncy in Boys (Ffouts =t al,., 1951,

cstablishing toaz
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abuize and chiid or adolescert adjustiment oerstlems, nowever, does

"

ttle to iliuminate th2 causal TecEmanishs wrdertying such a

ol

relationship. One explanation for *he incresased Teve’ of

1

zuterrnalizing proglems misht i in zacial lesarning theary which

s

haz +ound that aggresszive models tend te 2'icit agarescsice

pEhaviar in thos2 who are =rposed to them., Critdren wi’



readily imitate tne behavior of powerful . saiilent models, bast
arempl ifi=d by f£heir parents. Thus the +amilyv ‘rsausntly
hecomes the first training ground for vigolencs and it can be

corcluded that observation of domestic vigience as a ¢hild mav

predispose that child to assunmption af the victium or abuser roie

as an adult (Barmett =2t al, 19500, Emery (17

o}

r has maintain=d

~
-

that adualts involwved in highly confliiztoal spousa: raelation

f

H]
pei-

g
ware lags liksly to bhe affective parents because Lthey weres 1253
effective role models: they may alsa use more ilnconsistent or

[

R

barsh disciplinme, perfhaps due to precccupaticn witn thsz
problems. However, this did not =suplain the sxistence o7
internalizing orobtems, such as anxiaty oF Zegr=ssisn, fosund Lo
some zhildren,

Fregs thacory has &

U
[]

50 Deen emplovag to exolaln why saoma

rF

i
]

adg1eécemts exposed to family violence develop dif+icoulo:
Sifce most young cecple would pe ratatively goweriess to srevant
viglenes tetween their carents (althoush many do atztemct to
intsrvens), feslings of learned helplissaness ar depressicn could
develiop 1n responsg to repeated exposdre To distressing
grperiences betwesn parent:s (Selilgman, L7750,

mspgecially True 1t & carent 1s rapeatsd

h
i
.
[y
5
D
i
i
4
s
b3
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ADCNT

are involwved. The chilld whoss mother 13 il lad Qv her -ather

hazs to cope with The ftraums of violence and the griet assoo-iated
withh 1nss o+ both parents., cometimes tasziings of insecuriity,
diziocatign., and stiama are there (Blach &% Eaplan, 17dZ7v. The
foar asscciated wits thesese zugerisnca2s -cowld Al 35 D2 manifested

az 1nteErnalizing orobiams. such as somatic dif-icultiss or sieEsp
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arobl ems . Aadol escents frzauently will taks siges during violent
argumerts, Lespite sympathv towards vichtim-mohher, adolaescants

who view her as not doing anyin:ing Lo stoo violence, may |loss

resgect +or her., Danahters may

s Tegltimately anary at har

powaerlessnass and Lnability to protect them from their father,

whc mav be physically and/ar sexualivy abusing tnem Walkse

J—

197971,
Carlson (17243 stated that it 13 zommon for adolzscent
Jiris to develop extreme distrust which seneralizes to al'l men,

and to suxprass very negative attitodes about mar-iage.

H]

Witnessing physical violence betwesn cne' s parents is Tiksly o

atfect all adoiescs=nts in some wav, in the grasent, in +#~a

Tuture, of Both. The ranag of ef+fectis maw DE Catagoriri=o 3
i) Somatic prob1emé theadaches and insomnial
2 Behavior probliems (aggressiveness!
317 Risk o+ shyvsical abuse or neglact
4} _earning tgo model vislernce
These +indings constitute a FirFst 3tso in the pgrocsSss of

idertisy
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—zhildran who witpass 1,

The ora2sant study sgouart o Db vRoW! 2032 acout the
ingact ot maritat violence on adolescernt =iz, Si1ven the

chronic nature oFf famity wiol:
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in khe behavior of adolescents rather htnhan younder chiidresn. In
addition, i+ the =¥ffechts of =yposure to marital violance ars
more indirect than direct as has been sugassted (Christoooul ous,
at ail, 1989}, the impact mav be deterred, not appearing until
long after axpeswre hag beaun or sven ended. This may the case
far 3iris, far sxampls, who do not shaow consistent svidenca of

delesterious stfectzs of exposure during childhood and mav instead

manitest detaved reaction to marital violence.
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CHAPTER 32

METHOD

The sixty four adolescent females who zerved as subjects
were from residential facilities. Fermis=zion was obtsained from
director or head of resideatial facility for garticipation of
adoiescent females. Al subjects voluntariiv consentsd Fo
complete the guestionnaire. Thaey were auarantesd ananvmity and
comfidentiality. Resioential facilities are places where
adolescent +emales can stay feam 1S £0 50 davs depending on the
Faciiity. For instance, some residential facilities and wouth
centars alliow onlv 15 days stay while some allow ugto a0 davs

stay. The adolescents stay there and 9c o zcnsol ard these

1]

acllities take care of them asvervway needed.

ATl the auestionnaires wers administered at the 3017 1+3

1}
"

5
i
M
11
]
4
]

aftar tha garmission was granted by their respective d:
or person L0 charge. Some faci

the gquestionnairs in the presence of thneirs staf+, whila zome

QuUesticnNmaires wers adminiztered im grouD =zz2LLi1n3s A2t the
i
T2|QINNING OFf 5 JeSMuD S2ESi1oh . on ] thE wtmittan ingtruchiors
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afeombanying bthe guestionnaire (see Spoepsndix B for
instructions) wers read. No additional instructicons wersa
given. AT the suboschts fully cooperated with the BLINVEY ,

They ware made awares *hat their particioation is antiraly
veluntary. They were guarantezed anonvmity and confidentiality.

r

It Togk them 10-1% minutes to campliat= the queszticnnaie

11}

=,

—_

The subjects ranaged in age from 17 to 17 with

]
=
m
i
a3
i
I}
1

of 14.47; approximately 7TY were etween 14 ans 16

.Y
U
u
i
W
O
..[,

age. Table 1 and Figure 1! give the frequensy distriSufior of

tha age a9+ the subjects.

abie 1: Freguency Distribution of the dgs o

+
(i1
[
o
[
1]
"
-+
i

Age (vaars) © MNo. or Subiscts “
12 ) F.573
13 g 12,3200
14 o0 21 .25¢
13 ln o 0
1& 10 P S
17 4 SRS




Figure 1: Freguency LDistributiocn of the Age af the Sohb

:f:J-T .

Mo. of 1 &4

H
3

0

I:I'-.

Age

The grade la2vel af the subjects ranged from 7 o 1! 4ith a
mEan 0f B.43; apcoroximatelv TSY of the subs=cts were between
grades 2 and lo. Table 2 and Figure T 3iva the Fraguancy

daistribution o9f the grade level of the subsocts.
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Tabki Diztribution of the ESducational Lawveil of the
Subiects

Srade Level No., af Subjects b

- — -
i 14 DR =)
=] =0 =1 .250
£l s 21,250

10 = LIS
.
1: = S.125

Total £4

AR L DS D v,
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=

ragquency Distribution oFf Feligicns of the Subischts

Raejiglon Mo, pf Sublects o
Catholiz 1z 18.75%
Baptis+ts=s S TEHLDE

Gthear 15 20 .00

Total 54 1000

-

The sthnic compositizn of the subjects was gredom.mant v
white n=3& (34U amd black a=Z4 (37%r . Onlwv &4 subjscts
beionaed to other sthric groups. The frecusrcy diztribution of

the ethnicity oF kkMe subjects is reoortsg in tne Tabls 4,
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Table 4. Freaquency Distribution of the Ethricity o ===
Subj=cts
Ethnicity Mo. o+ Subldescts T
Whitezs & EL T
Blacks =4 ST UED
Uthers 3 4 2%
Totzl &4d 10 D0

+3.72% of the subjects raoporited that they live with theik
mother only and 34.37%% of the subjects reported trat they & 1.e
with tna@in mather and other male. The parental =status of thHe

subjerts i1z reported in Table %,




Status of the Subi=cts
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Lived with Mo. ot Subject=z e
Mother onlv -8 43,75
Mother and father = 12.5¢
Mother and other mais z2 Z4.37%
Father and octher femaie 4 7 .375
Total S 1G .00
LT S% =af PhE subjects raported that their rfather attended
zame hiar scrnoct ar graduates feom high schooi , 2no ne
mEmaifning reported socme college aducation o LhSir fathers,
Takle & reports the education level of the sublscois) <ather.
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Tablie &. Sducational ‘evel of the Subjects’ Fathers

Educational ltevel of Father MNo. of Subjects pr

Scme trigh school i3 21.87%
Graduated from high schoo) o5 L ADT
Some collage 3 LZ.Z0
Complieted collsges = 12,00
Con t Enow = 12,50

-4
a
rt
i
r3
N

1 D

SIE.ETEN of the subjects reoorted that theis nothers had

attended some hign school or graduated +rom high schooi . and
the ra2maining regorted some college =2ducation for thneir

mothers. The sducations! Tavel 2+ th

subiects mohknEerzs 1E

it

reportead i toe Tahle 7.
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Tabie 7. Educational level of Subject='s Mgthers

Educational leve]l of Mother MNo. of Subjects pd
some hish scheool i3 28.12%
Draduated +rom Righ schoot 20 4J1 .25
Some <ol leoe =2 14,0582

Completad ol lage i1 1. 187
Dor Lt Enow = 7375

ot sl =3 100,00

Only 2% ot the subjects” fathers were smploved in
manasarial positions whereas 25% were emploved in pechanical
icbs,. Table 8 presents fathers’ sSocoupgaticon as repcrted by toe

sUbipchts,




n

Taple Z2. DQrcupations of Subjects’ Tathaers

Father‘s occupation Ng. of sSubjects i
Managerial 5 7,375
Sales b} EAR= =t

Mechanical 15 25.437%
Military & 2LETS
Dther = N =0, 0
Total &4 100, G0

% Thesze i1ncluded the subiects whose +athers were

wnemployved or who did not know their father’s occunation.

e
L

In ceontrast, 234 o+ the subjects reported that their
Tethers wers smnloved in managerial cinc uding zacretarial g
Jobs wnile anlwy 14Y% were amplioved 10 mechaniscas’ jobs. Table &

orasents the mothers’ occupaticons as ragortsd owv the
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Taols 7. QOecupations of Subjects’ Mothers

Mother ' s Jocupations No. of zubgects .

Marmagerial (incltuding ssgretarial; 17 Z3.4Z27%

Satas 4 5. 250

Mechanical 4 S S PN

MLiTitary 0 RIS

el T=T 3& Td L2000

Total &4 10D G0

AOorolmatel v two—thirgs of the subgects rzgortsd Shat
they did mot know their family income. Amorg The ramaising «who
~znortad, most oF fhem were from low-income Tamilies, & Ehougn
the scouracy af this data 1z di+tficulit Lo agscertain.,
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OEsign

The sunjects were Jivided into thr=s2 aroups: Sroups &, D

1 =t

[

and 5. Group consisied of those subjiects who did mot report

witrnessing wisienca Cetween #h&ir- 3arsnts. Froup 2 includedag

thase subjecis who Sccasional v withsssen vinisrss cotwean

it

,..
{1

their parants, Sroup 2 consistsd of Lhose subischts who
conzsistently witmessed viglence between fthelir parsnts. ir
order to establish the =guival@ence oFf the thrse grouns, Shdse
three droups were compared with regard £o ase, educatizsral

igradga: level, religicn, sthnicity, sarectal status, father~ sz

1]

ducatiom, mother s educatiocn, fatherer

t

it
Q
il
i
[
[}
1]
i
-

i
a3
H
3
3
rl
Pt
T
il
~

zocupation. The familvy income of these grcups cscuwld noct Se
compared because asoroximately two-thirds (47 out of &4
meported that they d:d not know their familv income.,

To compars the mean ages of Groups 1, 2, and 32, sirpli=

analvsis 2F variance {(ANDVA) was used,
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the ages of the three grouss 13 gressrnted 1m0 T

T
[ng
il
e
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Table 10, Summary Table for Analvsis of Yariasnce
Group 1 Grous = Qroup S
M2an Age (years) (x4} 12.9 14.8 13.2
Standard Deviation {s) LLED L0 DL 3T
po. of subjects (M) pur-] 20 =z
% x 37S.0 45,0 $10.0
£ | 5448 .4 5630 . 4 15140

In this case, the null hvpothesis was: the observad

ditference betwesn the mean ages of graup 1, . and 3 wazs naot
statistically significant. The zaltsrnate hvpothesis was: the
chservead difference batween the mean ages of groups L, T, aro 2
waz statistically significant. Using SNDVA, the calsoulated
value o+ F was 2.0% and the Sritigal walue of F oat 0,05 Tevel
D+ significance was 2.1%. Sirgce the oritica JRTE 3T T wWas
gr2at2ar ftnan the calowiatad valus o+ F, tha null avoothnesis was

retained, that is, the difference betwesn the inean ages of

m L

K i
! L

tizally s1gnlticant ndicaticg

[H3
1L
I

il

rovps 1, S, and 3 was not

that the three groupsz were matshed on the indepsntent variab s

The mean sducational lewe! of sdolescsAt famal eas in

|
5
il
[
T3
1

Ly Zaoand I owas compared agalr by ousing ANDVAL The dsbta
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sbtaimed for the a2ducationail lawvel af the thres groups i3

Table 11. Summary Table +or aAnal vsils nof Yarianco
Group 1 Group 2 Sroun 3
Maan sducatiornal level i(graded) (i) 2.3 .7 =
Standardg deviation (s} 1.20 (BIRP4) 0.7
Mo, of zubldectz (n) 25 Za =
< 216 260 54
<t 1,337 o, 050 =4

In £this case, tre full fAvpothesis was: the observed
dJifference 2estweesen the mean zducational levels of aroups §1, 2
and 3 was not statisticalliy sigrnificant, amd the alisrnats

!

Oyoothesis was: the observeao Zifference betwesn the mean

gducational level of grouds 1, 2, ang 3 ~as statisticaliv
significant. Using simple analvsis of wvariance. the calsuw atad
value of % was 1.7 and the critical value of F oat 0,05 lawel of

Elgnificancs was 3.1%. 3Sinca frna critical valos of 5 owas
areater than the calculated value of F, the null hvoothesis was
retained, that 1z, the differesnce betwesn +he mean 2ducational
Teval oFf groups 1. 2. armd 3 was not ztatisticsliy significant

indicating fnat tnhe thrze arouos ass satched for tha

independent variabie sducationRal ava’



The religious make—-up of groups 1, Z, ang 2 wag -omMpares

bv using the chi-square test. The data obtained +or tha

raligious makaup of the three groups iz prasentgd in Table 12,

-

rable 12, Religious Compgsition of Group 1, &2, and 3
CDathaolic Daotist Jther
Group i 4 146 &
Sroup £ 5 14 7
oroup 2 = A i

Im this casz. the null hvpothesis was: re!igious group
mgmbership is independent of group membership (1, Z, or 2.
The altsrnate hvpcthesis was: eligious groun mampersnip is
related Lo group membership (1, 2, or Y. Using Zhi-scuare
test, the calculatad vailue aof chi-sguars was 1.3%5 while the
criftical valua of chimsqqare 2t 0.0 tavel of signifigance was

2.48%. Zince the critical value =f Chi—-square was areat2r than

rt
F
[H]
3
[

the zalculated walu=s, hvpothesis was rstained., Zhat

iz, the proportion of perszons oy relizious maks—-dp 13 sands

L3
]
1il

raiative Lo arcuo membershic .

The =z=thnis comoosition oFf groups 1,

3
]
2
W
L

NATE ComMparsd
My owzling col-squarse Test, The zams obrtained for The athnic

comoosition of fhoe three grouos 1is orssentzsd in Table oo



Tabie 13, Ethniz Compositiorn of Groups 1, T, and 2
Bltacks Wnitaes Othars
Froup i 14 1z s
Groun 2 5 o =
Srous 2 4 4 1

Ia this zasze, he null hyvpothesis was: ethnicity is
incependent of group mempbershis (1, 2, or 3. The alternate
hvpothesis was: =2thnicity is related £33 groun membershio.
FgAaln using chi-sguare tast, the calcwiated value of cri-—-=zou
was 5.107 while the oritical value of chi-sguare at .05 oy
ot significance was 7.488, Since the critica' val ue of
chi-sguare was greater than the calcul atad valus, the null

NYDoOIhesls wa

il

r2tained., that s, the groportion of persons

2thnic maka2-up 13 random relative to g9rgup TneEmbershis.

Tha parental status of garoups 1, 2. ard 2 was COMmEar S
43ing Ri-sauare test. The dara obhtair;sd o the parosmabas
ztatus of the subjects of the three Srsups 1S oFeserter iAo

Tapmlae 14,

37

ars
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Table (4. Fargntal Status of Subjscts or Sroups t. . and 2
Mother Mother and Mother and Father and
onty fathar gther mals other -~a2males

Sroue | 17 i o 3

Grouc 2 N = 13 o

Group = 4 2 o 1

In this zase, the null .hypothesis was: *he garental status
iz 1ndependent 2f the group membership (i, T, or 3). Tha
alternate hvocothasis was: the parental status i3 related £
group mempership. Agaln using chi-~sguare test, the calcylated
value of cni-sguare test was 11.403 whilz the sri1tical wvalue of
chi-sguare at G.0S 1evel of significance was 12.992. Sipecs the
critical value of zhi-sguare was greater than the caloyl satad

/alue, the null hypothesis was retained, that is, “he parsental

status is random relative Lo groun memdsErstio.

The father’'s sducational ‘sve! of sroups 1, Z. snd 2 was
comparad by using chili-square test. The data ootained for tna
tather’'s 2ducation +or grouss 1, Z. and 3 is cresentzsd in Table

s



Tablz 13. chucational Level of Subjscts’ Fathers

for Sroupse 1, D, and Z

Some hilah Graduatsd From Soma Coampl atad

sCHoo!? High sohooi =ollegs oot ]l oae
aroup o 14 4 o
Brouog o = & 2 4
aroup S ! A H i

Eiant adoleszcsnts repaorted fthat

fathar's level of aducation. Hence this test was part semned

wlth T& subiects. im thiz cazse., the null hvoothessizs wazd
aducatiaonal lavei of subjsctz’ fathers iz ndsEpendsnt of group

il SEE I The alterrats mwpohtheslzs was: “he

poucational lave! of subjects’ fatkersg 1z ~elated ftz group
membarshipo I, I, or 3. Agairn wusing chi-=guare, ZThes calzulatesd
sAalus of chi-sguarse was 53.437 whodlis tne Zoitical valua ot
shi—Souare at & 0L0T dsve]l of miscmiftizaros was LDLVTRID. Zimcs
cha critlizal satue oF SDL1-S0LE/,® wa: Soeafisar Than Lne
raicutiated valus, the nuil? hvpothesis was retalnsed. That 15,
the sducstizona lavel o+ subrescts fathers i3 random revativa
Fo group membershis (1. S oar 2o

Zimitarly, Eae mother: zduzational lawal o of arouns L, Z

it

nd I waz comparsd Dy UE@ing ol -sousres test. The aata cbrained



for the mothers’ sducation or groups 1,

im Table 15.
Tablg 1l4. Zagucational iLavel 2 Zubjects’ Mothers $or Sroubds

1, 2, and 2

Fome n1ah Oraduatesd from Some Zomplated

school Miak school gl tege Totl =as
Group L 3 10 5 R
Sroup = & = Z =
Srouo 3 4 1 ! H

Six adolescents reported that thew didn‘t know their

qotners’ Taval ot 2ducation. Hencz2 this tast was Zonduct=d
with SEBE zubjects. In this case, the null hypothesis was:itne
sducational Tevel of subldects’ amcthers 1S lngdepsndgdent oOf gl
membership (1., £, or 2. The alternate hypothesisz waz:
aduraticrnal ls=val of the zubj2cts mothers iz ~alatss Lo arcusd
memoershio (1, Z, or 3'. Jsing chi-scuare test, ThRe C3icglatsd
CsAlue of chi-zguare was 5.8970 whilse the critical wvalus of
crhi-Eguareg at a .03 Tayve] of signlficance was 12,397, Since
the oritizal value 2f shi-sguars wNas grsatgs than the
zalculated vatus, ths rull hwvocthesis was retained. that 1s,
the zoducatioral Tovel of subjechts’ wokssSrs 13 ~andom ~2iative
s rmE grosud nemcershiz R M
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Thz fathers’ occoupations for srogups 1, 2, and 3 wers
comparad using the chi-sguare t=st., The data chtained for the

occupations for groups 1, 2, and 3 is oressnted in

Table 17. docoupations of Sudjescts’ Fathers +or Groups 1, 2,
and 3
Managerial /Sal=s Machanical Mititary Jther
Group 1 = & 4 =0
Sroup 2 = o) ~ 4
Group 3 1 1 0 &

In this case, the null hvpothesis wass: the oocupations of
subdectzs’ father 13 independent of garoup m=2mbersnip (1, 2, or
21 . *tThe alternate hypothessis was: occupatiaons of subjscts’
fatherszs is related to aroup membership (1, 2, ar 3). Usinfg
chi-squars tast, the calcwlated valus of Thi-sguars was 15,4035

whi'a the critical walus of chi-sguare =zt G.05 Teovel g+

il

y -

1nc=E the ocritical valoe ot
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chili-sgQuare was areater than the calculated vaiues, the aull

mavpothesis was ratained, that 1s, the gocoupations of subjects
fathers i3 random re ative to group nembershic 1, 2, or 30,
=irmallvy, tn2 sothesrs’ oocunations for aroups 1. 2, and 2

were compared using zhi-sguare test.  The data sbtaimeo for the
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mathers' ooccupation for grouscs 1, Z, and 3 i3 presontsd In
Table 18.
Tabla 13. Ocrupations of Subjscts’ Mothers for
Grounp 1, &, andg 2
Managerial /Sales Mechanical Sthears

Group 1 4 = 19
Group 2 11 1 i4
Group 3 4 i 4

In this zase, the null hvpothesis was: cocosupations oF
sibjects’ mothers is independent of Qroup memb=rshigp {1, Z, ar
3. The alternatz hypothesis was: occupaticns of subiscts”
mothers 1s related to group membership (1, 2. or 3Z). Using
chi—sguars tast, the calculated value of chi-sguare was 11,015
while the critical wvalue o+ chi-square at G.0% leve! oFf
s1anificance was 12,592, Since the critical valoe of
chi-sauarse was garsatar than the caicuiatesd vaius, the null
nyoothEsis was retairmsd, that 1s, tne occupations of the
subjgects’ mothers 1z random oelative to the srowun membership
(1, 2, 3 3).

Thus the three grouos’ are matonhed for the tollowing




1) mean educational level of

(i

tii11) the relisious make—up

{iv) the ethrnic composzition

Lv ) kRe parental =tatus

43

fvil the educational ltevel of father
{vii) fthe sducational level of mnother
(viiii the fathers’ occupation

(i) tha mothers’ occunation

Instruments:

The gueastisnnaire used in this study consistad of
questions that cavebed the respondents’ aze, sew,., sthnizity,
religlion, grade (sducatioral) level, pareEntal status, family
income, parents’ education, any history of ssxual oFr ohwsica
abusze, any history of naglact {as percaived by th2 ~a2sconden
any history of violence betwesn the parents and suicida’l

thoushitz (s22 Appendid B

. Feyngolids adol @2scaEnt Deoros=io

5

Soale (RADS! was usad

reEsocondeants (sZe Appendis

The RALZ measuras
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#ach ltem—-specific svmptom, similiar to that used oy adul t

deprasIion measursas, it consists gof 20 items and utilizes

i

four point likert-typne response format. The response format
Peqlires the adolescent €S @ndorse whethae svoptiam—ratatsd item

has occurred: almost never, hard!v sver, sometimes, or most of

11}

the time. Adoglescents respond to tnez 1k

1]

1Tt

i

it

2% =andorsing the
response that best irndicated hiow they vswally f21t. Items are
wordad in the present tense $to 2licit qurrant sympiom status.

The rezponse format asseszes the freguency of 3ymphtoms thai are

T

positive pDsychopathological zigns of depressiva dizordee, ey
addition, thers are seven items that ars inconsistent wiih
depr2ssion and revarse-scorsd. Examplas of the atter oo’ ade:
I <=2l happv, I ‘=1 important, I feel jike talking Lo other
students atc. Th2 inclusion 2F revarse-scored itsms r2guirss

rapondents to pav more attentiorn to =zach individual 1tem and
its associated response fornat, and provides a cheock $oe
~=sponse setz. FResponses are weightec from one Lo four points,

30 that the +otal scorses on the RADS can range from 542

rt
0
b
[

The RADE regulres Detween fiv2 to ten minuwtes to compiste.  In

the RADS, sevan ttams areg cevarse-scored Jiteams L, T, O Lu. LE,
w2, 25, ana 2F. Tha score for 2ach item ranges feom 1ofto .
Faverse scored items nave soorss that rangs f-om 4 to L. The

-
i
o+

total RADE =zcore 15 calcs 2d by summing the zcoress for =ach
1E2m, According o the author of RADS scals, a cutadf s-coarse of

7T and above in the RADE nas he

i

odetermined t3 gSdetingate a




Raliacility 2stimates for RADE w2re aults high and rangad

LF2 to T4, with zample sizes rand

14|
,_.

ma from 44 to 1

[H]

adolescerts im ztudies done by authaor. Sverall, thes results of
raliabil ity studies support the RADS az a raliabie
meaaurn..here is axtensive evidence to support the content
validity of ths RADNE as a mEasurs of depressive zvmptomatology

in adolaescents (Revnolds 13237 .

Frogedure

I got +the names of saveral adolsscent residential
farilities and voubh centersz “rom colleaguas and the refarral
diractory from my practicum faciiitv. Then I cali=zd them and

gxplained to the person who answered the phone that 1 am &

B

graduats student writing oy fthasis and for that ! =oad A ZUNWEY
and I need to sive a guestionnaire Yo adoiescent femalzs and |

need to tatk +to somebody who can give me pe=ramission to do fnat.

A4t some places she connected me to the director o+ dhe facitity

whereas at agther places she askesd me to Tgavs av nama and pnon2
fumbear and tald me that the person 1n chargs will catl.,

atzr whert the cerzon in s~hargs zallzd or owhen Iowas
-omnEcted o thRe fasrility directar, I oedclawrned bhim oo her that

T am & gracuats student working on oy thesis. I told them the

ropiz and told them that ! oneed thei- sdoisscent female
rasidants amswer the guasticonnairs [ omavye and that thar
marticipaticn s campletaly woiuntary., &30 informatisn about
bam m@sidentisl facility ana LT carticizaning adoiescant
mEgioSrRtE wWall e camstatals corflcertial AnDC aRORCYMOWBS . D



told them it will te helptul to me 1+ they gave ma2 parmission
to do that. Smmé dife:tora or persons in charge refused
germizsion. Most of the directors or perscos in charge asked
me to drop the guestionmalre at the residential +acility =0
thev zan look at it and discuss :f with thair stas+ mempars or
the courselors and atter that (4 they have any guestions trev

ey wiil 12t me =saow

T

will zall me and 1+ it okay with tham
what time and when I Can come.
after I dropped the guestionnaitre at wvarious resicantial

facilities and vouth centers. I callad them agsin atier a faw

days to chack i1f it was ockay for me to came late and tave thelr
permission to administer fhe guestionsalire to acolescent
females. Seme parsons 10 cnargs2 gdeniec the germission, 0me

aranted the permissicon and allowed me to ate in the arviernoon
atter the kids are Dack from the schogl and T2t me adminisisr
it mvsel+d. some grantes the oermisslon but wanied theilr stafs

+o adminmistar the guestionnairs, o which I readiiy agreed.

=

thamked tham for granting me ceroizssion and et me or theies
=ta++ administer the questionnaire.
The faciliities where I got pErnission to come, I went

there, and introducsd myssl+ Lo Lhae start and £he

gl
RN

[
]
1]
I
I3

+
T
i1

temales. I read the printed instructiaons accompanwing
guestionnaire (sse appendix B) to the adolesceErnts and
distributed the questionnaire and pergi's. Thew were told theilr

gartisination 13 comnletalw voluntary., It tgoxw 10-19 sminutes

“or adoiescenits to comolets the guestionnaire. The survevs were

k1



done at the start

sta+s+ membar and were dones

The faciltitd

guesticnnaire, 1
that facility wit
ists

when to admin
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at their respective facilities.

25 where2 their staff administersd thes

dropped number of guestionnaire nesded at

h the inztructicocns for the to how and

Y

=

red the best. Easically, th
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on 1 compietely voluntary., No addi

guastignnaira were

 similar conditions and settings
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salf sx«ol anatory.,. VowEra &

fidentially ov thelr rasponzes.
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witness violesnes had suwicidal

48

thoughhts. Moreovar, according o
the data obtainsd, 35 aut of S1 {(A5Y) adolescenis who werse
abused/neglected nad swicidal thoughts, while 11 cut of 13
(B854 who had not bheen abused had suicidal thoughts. 28 ocut of
31 «43%) adolescents who wers abused/ neglected wera depressed
while 2 out of 13 {(8Y%) who were not abusedsregalectad wers

depressed. Finall.w,

24 (7S

13 out of

adolescents Wwho wers

capressed had suicidal thoughts while Za put of 40 (63%) who

were not deprgssed had suisidal thouwabhts.



CHAPTER 4 b P

Lirsem A R\‘:x"
'”I--.u;':.y' P

RESULTS AND DIZCUSSION

The adolescent famaies were divided ints three groups.

mased on wnethar or ngt tney nad witnesssd macital visiencs

fis
I+

home ., Sroup 1 was comprised of ado! nt rEmal=zs who oad

I

=0

1]

repocrtad not witnessing marital violence, Sroup 2 ztonsisted of
adol ezcent females who Mad occasionally witnessed marital

viglence., and Group 3 incladed adolescent famales who has

consistently witnezsed marital vicienca. LUsing thne data

cbtained, thezse grou

ho

5 war2 sonparsd for sevaEral ssaramnstosrs
using chi~sguare test . These DaramsieErs wWeEres: 2 asencs or
ab

ance of apussSnealzscht, B = ofFf sudicidal

3¢}
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il
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thouahts, and presence or absence of depr ive symotoms.

The relationship between the obsEr-anca of marital

Yiglenca and th g2 or &doiE=ssent aouse

Ii]
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i
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G

cohvsical or zsaxuall)s mnealect was investigatad. ThMa data

[,
ook

i

ined for this owrposs iz shown in tabie 17,
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Table 17. Number of subjescts abused or, not abused
Ahused/rmeglected Mot apu=zed/neqgl =ctad
Sroun 1 id =
Group = 29 1
Group S =] 1
In thiz case, the mull nyoothesiz was: abuse 13

irdependent of group memb2rship

Rympthesis was: abuse 1= not

[y

y, =, or 3Y. Using
chi-sguare wags 10,9307

was o

lavyal of si1grniticamncs

value of chi=-sguare was | 2ss

altezrnate hypothesis was

pil]
I
R

independsnt of

i1}

grous meEmbershilc

tnvolved in violence against 24&C
anilse or mgglact bheis ChLdeE0.
mrasul ts . reported v other

sLoh o as Thez sMatilicomal Homar —Scl=E2
whsrs 17T WAas

independent 2+ Srcup
Chi—-squars tast,
critical

5971,

zoted, “hat

—allse the parsnts

rEported Shat Tmotners wersg s=iohh times

-
o

2 Al Tarnata

meEmnbhersnic

the calcul ated wxile of

£l

valus of Chi—-saguars at

L. 2. o 2. It octner words.,
szed marlta)l Yiala2nocs 3% nomE
ectsd v their parentsz.

whio ar-as more
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L0 hurt their children when they were being battared than whan
They were safte from violence; and chilicdren in homes whers
domestic violence occurred, wer? physicaliy abused or Saerious]y
neglected -at a rate 1300Y higher than the national averags in
the g=neral population,

Harnett 2t al (1P30) reportsd that -5ilaren fraguenty
become innocent targets of displ aced sggoressicn as andgry ,
frustrated, powerlasss parsnts mizdirectsd hostility intanded
Tor the assailant onto an esven more powerleszs zhild (Straus =+
al, 1280} . They reported that a11 Lyges of family viol snce
were positively correlated. [+ there was violernce betweer ths
;arentS! ther2 was Tikelv to he violence directsad towards +he

children s

W}
cr

ctaimed that 4% of the assaulbts on them were accommanico
assaunlts on their children.
Walker «19%9) in her book, The Battered Woman,

reported: the children who lived in a battering relationshkip

@ruparianced the most insi1dicous for

=
il
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i
)
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o
r
i
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{197%) suggested that children in viaglent families. sven if

they wera not directly victims af ohvsical abuse. wers vors

“ulrmerable Lo emotional neslisct. A mohther who lived in s
hionic state of f=ar, angsr, ansiaty and depresssion is nardd oy

in & state to ook afthter the phvsical ard smoticral needs -+

Rar chitdren.

ACLUE=s. meglaect.) wars adsisive’ w zorralatad,

Lhe rassarchnar analvoed 4he data on dazressivs IvmDEcoms and




sticidal thoughts with respect to sach of fthese two variabltes,
nolding the other variable constant. The rassarcher analwvzad
the relationshio of suicidal thoughte with marital violence for

abused,/neglected adolescents and for not abused/negl ected

“+

tionship

't
W]

poa

adolescents separatelv. Similarlv, the rel

o
i
i

sulcidal thoughts with adolsscent abusesnoglasct for £5

it!

adolescents who have not witnessed marital violeace, Who have
orcasignally witnessed marital violence, and who have
consistently observed marital vialemce was analyzed. & similar

analysis was performed for deoressive symohoms.

Felationship between marital vinience armd suisidal thoughts

s oadolescants

't
pa
i
a
1
r
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+

The researchsar analyzad khis »a

w

whz were abused/neglected as well a2 for thoss who were Ao,
1) The datz obtained far *the adaolascarnts Who werED

ablused /negiected 13 shown in Tabls

rt

-

Tabla 0, Mumber of Sdolescent Fomalezes With orF WitHsoue

oslicidal Thoughts

Suicidal Monswicida
Sroup 1 4 i
SGroun O 23 4
Aroun = = -




53

tMouohts
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in this Zase the null hypothesis was

are independent of aroup membership (1, ., or 2V. The

alternate Myvpothesis was: suicidal thowughts are not independent

of groun membership (1, 2, or 3). Using chi-sguare t=st, the
calzuwl ated value of chi-sauar2 was |T7.122 while tre critical
value of chi-sguare at 0.0% level of sigrificance was 5,551

Jince the gritical value of chi- spuare was less than the
calculated value, the null "vpothesis was rejected indicating
that suicidal! thoughts are not independent of group membershio
{1y, &y or 3}, Since only 4 out 16 (that 13 25%) of such
adolescents had suicidal thoughts whean they did ot cbserve

—

viaglenoce while 23 out of 27 (&hat iz. S55%)

1

Hi

zuicidal thoughts when thev ggcasionally sbserved violence and
o out of 3 (that is, 7T%) such adoiegscent had suicidal Hhouak+s
when they consistentiy obssrved violence, it indicates that in
abuzeds/neglectaed adolescents wher ths adgitional factor of
Sgbservance of marital violencz is presant, StHe zrovalasnce of
suicidal thouahts is zignificantly increassed. Accordirg to aue
data, thiszs prevalence increased from 2% Lo 7SY or mors when

escernt were subjected to marital violence.

ti:) The data obtained o the adolescontzs who wels ot

subserted to abuss or nealect 13 shown 1 Table Ti.



Tantle 1, MNumber of AdolesIi=nts Famalss With o Wit
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hout

Suicidal Thoughts

1

Suizidal Mlomswicigal
Broup | 3 =
Group 2 2 )
Sroup 3 1 0

in this case, the null hvpothes sltcical

i
"
18
b3
i

1]

are 1rdependent of aroup membership (1, 2, or 3. T

alternate hypothesis was: suici1dal thouants ars not

2+ group membership (1 ., ar 3, Using zhi-sguare
1 1

+

- —r gl - . 1 i
caloul zarad wvaly

1]

3

value pf shi-sguare at 0.05 lavel of sigri+

= =
catoulated vatue, the nAull hypothesis was retained,
zuicida’l thoughits are indecendent 3+ 3-oup membEsrs- g
2. i other words, in adcolescents who wers not sub
abuse or nediact when the sdditicral factor of cosae

inc= the oritical walue of ochi-sguars was greatar th

“maughts

chi-sguara was 0.273 wnilz +ne cri

i
£
]

o R
igoted ko

.

van-ca ot

marital vislence was present, “hers was no significant

vstatistically) increaze in the pravalence oF =suicid
thaughts, (from 20Y 2o 100% 10 oo Stgow) . Howawar,
infsrencs snould 52 considersgs only Rertativa dus Fa



number of subgects present in most 2f the celis of the above

caontigency tabla, g=oeclailyv s0 for groups 2 anmz 5.

Feiationship between abuse/neglect and suicidal thoughts in
adol=2scent females: The researcher analvIsd this relationship
separately tor those ado)escent who did not wiftness marital
vialance faroup 1!, those who withneszsd marital violercs

-

occasiomnally i(group 23, and those who witnessed marital

violence consistently (groun 2D .

i) The data for the adolescents who did mot witness mariss’

violanoe 13 givenm 1 Tapis 22,

Table ZIZ. Numbar of rdolescent Females With or Withogt

Suicidal Thoughts Who Did Not Witnaess Marital

Violence

Suicidal NMon suicidal
Abu=ad/ meggltecztec 4 L=
Mot abusedineaglscted o -
It fthis caze, the null nyvootresizs wazm: thoughts




significamce was 3.841, Zince the critical value o¥ chi-sguares
was !'Ess than the caleuiated value, the rmull avosthesis was
rajsctad tndicating tRat swicidal thoughits are not indeocesndent

id witness marital

L

at abuss/neglect in adolescernt femaleEz who

1t

it

vimlance. In gther words, 10 adolescent ramales who 3id oo
witness marital violence, the oresence S absente of
abuse/m2glact made a signiticant differencs in the srevalzncs

ot suicidal thouaht

1

According to the data in Tahile 22, 4 out of 1H (that is,
25% of such adolesgents had suwicidal thoughits when they were
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Sut of 10 (fthat is 2OND of zazZno

siolescents had su:icidal thoughts when Thay were not
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hit-Els Ehat in adptazgant $F2mal @23 wWrno

ki

did not witness marita® viglience. the presence of abuss regiact
Poweraed bthe neresvalance rate of suicida
2T This sgems paradouical and contrary ©to Lhe intoinivs
2rpactaticn. The anly possibie 2:¢planaticn +For tnis

phzervatisn that can be presented 1s that the oezsercs o~

@ct in bthesg adolesc2nts might have Zaused oUtwaeralsy

Jdirected anger rathsr than the inward'y directsd angser ThereDw
Mot ContreitDoting o osuioidal thougnits. Bssidess, to2rse nay o2

sther factowrs gonhtriputing Lo thes swicid
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11 The data for zdotascert famalss ANC witnasidad marihal
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Tabie Z3. NMumper 9f AdolesceEnt Famales With or without

-

Suicidal Thought Who Jozasionaliv Witnessed Marital

Violenca
Suicidal Mot zsuicidal
Abused neglected UL 4
Mot apusad/neglectad “ i

Im this case, the null! hypothesis was: suicidal thougnis
are 1ndepgndsnt oFf abuse neglect. The altfternaktz hwvoothssis
wasz: sulci1dal thoughts ars nmot independent of sbuse feglect.

LUsing chi-sguara ftest, the calculatad value of chi-sguars was

—

1,281 while the critical value of chi-sauvars at $.05 lewvel of

sraniticance was 3.841. 3Since the critical wvalu2 of chi-sguars
waz greater thar the calculated value, the nu’’ fvpothesis was
ratained indicating that the szuicidal fhouahts ars indegendent

of abusasneglect 11 adolescent famalies whc occasignall s witnoess

Lt

al vioclanrnca. in other words, in adolescent <“omalss Who

witnessad marital violence occasienaily, the gresence or the

absance2 of afusesnaglasct did mot smabke 8 siani+icant diffam~2nco

}
L
u g

in the orevalenc® ofFf suicidal thoushots. mlE 1ntersnce show

n}
i1}
]
{
]
ul
H
(Wi
1]
i
1]
=}
]
a
rt
13
A
i+
ins
rt
r
<.
i
[N
=
m
it
5]
[H]
=
)
r
El
r
[H]
1
i}
_'_
]
[
[35
L
1
It
r+
ul

cresent in the not aoused/negiectsd catsgasew.

Ti1iY The data ror fne adolasesnt fonalzss WRo withessad marita?

YisTerce ConsisteEntt, 13 given - Tagle o4,
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Table Z4. NMumbar of Adolescznt Femalies With o- ditMout

Suicidal Thoughts Who Cansiztent'yv Witheszod

Marital Violence

Zuicidal Not zuicida!
Abused /Negl ectad y 1
Mot abused/Neglected 1 ¢

In this case the nul! hvpothesis was: suicical thoughts
are independent of abuse neglact. The altarratas Fvsorhesis
was: sulcidal thoughts sre not indspendent ofF abuseﬁneg?e:;.
Us:ing chi-square test, the calculated valuwe of chi-sguare wWas

0.278 while the gritical value of chi-sguare at 0.0% javel] od

+

Nifticancs was 3.2841. Sinca

Lk

S1 he critical value af chi-scuara
was aregater than tne calculated value, the nuil hvpothesis was

acceptad indicating that thap suicidal thoughts ars indepsodert

f abusesnszgisct in adolescent females whn consisztently witngss

3o
Ll
L

nmarital v 2nce ., In othar wsords, in agtolssceat famalss who

witnessed marital violence con

I

iztentlv, the oresence or the
agsenges of abusesnegiect did not make 2 sigrificans dif+arznca
in the preval 2ance oFf suicidal Lhoughis. Again thiz infarence
S

zNould be considared osniy oreliminary dus to ~he smal] ~umber

=t subjects present in most of the ce’lls oF ths abheva
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“elationship oetwsen narital violencz a

3

4 depressive synphtoms
in adoiescent temales: The researcher analyzed this

ralationship first for abussd/negiectad adol=sscznts and then

far not abused/neglected adolesscent

J\]

{1} The data “or the acolzscents who wers abused/meglactad is

given im Tabls Z5.

Table ZT. Number of Adoiesscent Famaiezs With or @Without

Depressive SIvmptoms who were Subjectsd to

Abuse MNegl ect

LDeprassad Mot deprassead
Sroup 1 = 10
Sroup Z P 17
Graoug 3 & Z
In thi=z casa, the nul ! hyvoothesis was: the dsorsssiva
EYMOLoDME are ingependent of sroug membership (LD, S, S 38 . Ghe
alternata hvpothesis was: depressive swnptoms ars ~ot

independent of group

tast, th=2 calzulatsd

11
i
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—
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indicating that the depressive symptom are ind2oendent of Jroup

memperztin (1, Z, or 3) in acolescent fomalss who were

a

abused/neglected. In other words, in case of abused/neglacted
adolescent ftemales, the prevalence of degressive symptoms was
nat significantly affected by the pressnce or absence of

marital wviglence in the familv.

{11} The data for the adolzscznts who wers not abused./rneglactad

gaiven in Table 2&.

[
in

Table Z&. Munber of Adolescent Feomalss with or without

L

Depressive Symphtoms who wers nol subiectesd o

if

abuseshNaglach

Depressad Not depressed
Groug 1 0 14
Sroup 2 i £

[y

ICTatmi R e RS

In £713 casz, thae nul! nvootkesis was: the depressivo

BYMCEOME are Independsnt of groun mambzrshis (L, 7, or 5Y.  The
alternate Hyvoothesis was: tne decrsessivae symoboms arse not

independent Of Qroup mEnbe-abio (L, 2., o 2. H=irng ChI1-souare
test, thne zalculatgd walde of —ZhHi-sgquare a3z 11,312 while tem
critizal valuwe of shi-szouare at 0.0% ‘evel of si1amificancs was
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3L, Since the critical value of chi-sguars was =255 than

the calcul ated valuese, the rnull hvpothesis was relgcted,
indicating that +the depressive svnptoms are ot independent of
sroup membership 11, £. or 3 for adolescent femalss who wers
not abused/neglectaed. In other words, in case of rnot
abused/meglzcted adal escent temales the prevalence of
deprassive svympbitams was significantly increased v tne oressncs

af marital viglemge in the family, This in‘grence shgouid be

cansidered cnlvy tentative due to trme small number of subolects

=t

praeasent in most of bthae cei'ls of the above contingency table,
osut especially far aroups 2 and Z.

Savaral authors have reported the atrect oF marital

violence on depression and suilicidal bthowghts 1o =Ri) dr=n oanc

[H3
;.;.
)
i
-l
3
v
&)
)
T
F
i
L

adolescent=s. For gsampie, Zhristopouwlcus st
That batterad women and their ohildren (aged Z-12 vears) wera
dramatical iy more depressed gn a varist, of meEasuyrses z.g Becohk
Oaprassiosn Invantory! han ware Che nonbattered subDiects.
Hughes (1988) reporised sigsnificantliy morse distress 1n the
sbused chniltdren ages 3-13) whno witnessed parental viol2noz
“han thozge who were not abused and who did not witnessz parental
siziance. The children wWho were noh 20uUSeC Sut WRD wismassod
garantal viclamnce f211 10 betweesern Davis ang Carlsorn (1257 have
rancrtad ~2'ationshio bBetwesn marital viclance arnd dapressich.,

foauts = al (1¥81' have ragportaed r2laticnzmid Detwesm marital

LA Zamparing the results of (17 oand w11 acove, 1t sesmed

Aaf aitles tre macs-its? Lvizlarce o tSme




adglascent abusesneglact affscisd the gressnca of Jdzpressive

svmptoms sufficisntty thst the additicon of the other factor

{marital wviolesnce or abusesneglescty did not rmzsult In any

zignificant additional Jdifferencze in'the prevalernce o+
deprassive symnptoms. In oroger to gontirm this conclusion, the
ahove datzs was reanalvisg in anchther waw. The resgarcher

anaivzed the relationship of abuse/neglsct with the presencs or

acsence of depressive symptoms for group 1, 2, and 3,

13]]
=
i0
]
[
it
il
]
~+
+
T
—
[1]]

saparata2ly, uging ghi-sguare test. T
araivsis are discussad balow.

felationship petween abusa/neglect and depressive symghtams 1n

mentigned above. hthes researches

i#

cent females (&

1]
I

adoia

't

analvzed this relaticnship separately +for those adolzscents whio

d4ig mot observe marital violence (grsosup 1), those who abserved
marital wviolepce occasionaliy f(group 20, and thoze whgo cbsarvad
marital violence counsistentiv (group 3.

i1l The data for the adolescents who did not gbserva marital

violence is givern in Table 27.
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Table 27. Mumber af Sdolsscent Femaloss with and withiout

depressive symptoms who did not witns

il
i
i
3
1]
T
—
it
i

viol2roe

Dapressead ot depressed
Gbused ‘Neglected: & 1d
Mot abused/negl=scted (¥ 18
In thizs gase, thes mui ! hvpothes:iz was: the depressive

swmMptoms are independent or abusa /nmeg'sct, The altarnata

il
Iy

hvpothesi

dt
z

aS

the deoressive symoptom

in

sreE not indepsndent ot

abuse/neglect. Using chi-sguare ta=t, the Zalculatsd valuae o4
chi-square was 4.347 while the critical value or chi-sguare at
.02 tevel oFf sigmificance wasz Z.841., Binmce the crifigal value

Fvpothesis was ~ziected indicating that the depressiys svmotoms
are niot independent oFf apussesrmegisch in adola@scent <femaies who
Jdig not oocs2arv2 smerital wiolanca, Ir ot-er woras, 10 The case
of adolescent fzgngies who Jdio not witness marital viclence,. the
araval 2nca of d2prassive 3YNmoltoms was IIgnifloantiy INCreasan
Ev tre presence oF asbussEsnegisch. Greoording Yo the data

oresantad in Tabis 7, the percantage of deogressec adolascsnts

not subjected o marital wisciernce InNcraased

lwhen thay

warz not abuzed.neglzcted to about 40N when thay were abuzesd or

H
1it

neglected.
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(ii} The data +or the adolescent femalss who sbhssrved marital

violence only occasicnally is given in Tabie I22.

Tabliz Z28. Number of Adolescent femalss with and without
sepressive symptoms who ooccasioral ly witnecsed
marital violenco

Leprassed Not depressed

Abused/Neglectead i1 17

Mot abused/neglected i :

in this case, the nuil hvpothesis was: d8sressive SwTBLOMS
ars 1ndep2ndent of abuss/nealect. The alteornatz hvpothesis
waz: depressive syvmpitoms are not independent of abuzesneglect.

Using chi-sguare test, the calculated valus of

0.088 while the critical value of chi-sguare at

-y
[

241, Simce the critisal walul

the calculiated value., the nul

svmotoms

aguse Smsglect

marital violzncoce=.

—+

Emales wht witnsssas

4
T

rEnag

il

! ‘S ot depressive

[

<

arcgcted by the

prrEsencs

+ o

]
L1

istent?

1
13t
i

can

%]

Ai-sadars was

Q.0S Tevel of
2 ofFf chi-sguare
nypokhesis ~as
indepandant of
onatlw observad
ol=2scant
Py, the
1cantty
Tzct.
mar 1t al
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fablz I9. Humber ot Adoigscent Femalzss with and withoof

depressive symptams whao consistentiyv witnessed

marital wviol=nce

lepraessed Mot deoressed
dbused/neqatacted = =
HNot abusedsneglected 1 )

In this case, the nul! hvoothesis was: deoressivae svopLoms
are indagoandent o+ abusesmeaioct., Trhe alternate hyoothesis

was: depressivyve svmptoms are not incdependent OF abusSSsneg

-

sing Chi—-=sguare test, the calculabtsg value gf chi-sguars was

——

UGL.381 whaile critical of chi-sguare at 0,05 Tgvai oF

ri

= Sinpce the oritica!

(W]

Significancs was valiue of chi-sguarsa

was greater than the calculated value, the null hyoothesis was

retained indicating that the depressive synptoms are

indepemdent of abuse /negiect for aagolsscent ramale2s wWho

consisztently withessed marital violencoc=s. n other words., in
zase of adolescent females who obhssrved marital violsnos
zongistently, The gravaignce gF desrossive® =yMRYoTS was ot

igrificantiy s+fected by the presence or absence of

H

4

abhusa.negl act.,
Zn comparing 1,011 and i1ii% abowva, tns CZonclJasion
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the presence of depressive symptoms sutficientliv that the
additiaon of other factors (marital violence S abjusasneglect!
did not result in any significant further difference im the

praval ence of depressive symptoms.

afnd suwicidal

Hl

Eelationship between Jepressive svmgptom
thoughts in adolescent females: The researcher analvied t-is
relationship first for those who wa2re or who were not
aguses/sneglectsd, and then +or those adolescsnts who wars ar

were mnot subjected to marital violence at home.

vl The data 4or adalsscent females whic wers apused/negl ected

18 shown 1in Table 2¢.

Tabl=a 30, Number o+ Adolasceant females with and without

sulcical thoughtsz whao were not subldescted +o

abuse./neglact

Suizidal Mot suicidal
LEpressed g &
Mot denressed 1E 1z
In this case, the nuli hypcocthesis was: sui-idal thoughts

are (ndspendsnt of depreszive svinphtoms. Tz altzrnats

FvRsthesis was: suicida’ thoughts are not indeserdent of

denragsive svmptoms. Hsing chi-sauvare fs==t., *he Zalcul ated
valug of chi-sguare was 1.250 wkils the critical value of




ZHl-square at 0,05 leavel of

critical wvalue of chi-sguare w
value, the nul)l
thoughis are

ramal @23 who were not

hyvpothesis was retained,
independent of depre

subjectad to

67

significance was J.241. Since the
az aregater than the calcul ated
Fat 1z, swicidad
STIVE [VMELOo

ms in adalescent

apuzs/rmeg! et

{117 The data for the adolsscent fomales who were not
abusad/negl=ctad i3 shown i Tabla 21,
Table 2i. DNumber of adolescent females witls and without
suicidal thoughts who were not subiectad to
abuizse/ neqlect
Zuicidal Mot zulciaal
Leprezssed 1 (
Mot depressad 7 z
In this zase, the null hypothesis was: suiscida) thoLghts
are indspandent of depressive symotams. Th2 &l tarmans
NVRDOTheEsis waz: suizidal thoushts are rot indepsndent of
desrassig g symohtoms, Usicg chi-sauarse test, the calzul sted
value oF chi-sguare was 0.278 while sriti-al valus of
chi-sguars was 3.841. Sinca tne critical walua® = chi-sguara
was gFreater than the zalculated valtuz, ths null FPuoothesis was
Fratsined, &t is, =uicidal whouilgnts are indeosndant of
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ema’l 22 who were ncot

“+

depressive syohomsz in adolescent

subJected to abhuse/nsglect.

(111} The data for the adolescent femalss whio Jid not witness

marital viogience is givaen in Table 327,

Table 3Z. Mumber of Adolescent temales with and without
sicidal thoughts who did ot witnzss marital
violenoe

Suicidal Nt suicidad

TDepreassad Z 4

Mot depressad i0 1o

In this case, the null hypolthesls was: sulcigs! thoughts

nE o mtT2rnaTa

are independent of depressive synptomns,

hvpobhes: as: sWicical thoughts ars ot indaspendent of

i

i
z

degressive symphoms. Using chi-sguars tash, fThe calouwl ated

valUe oFf Zhi-squarz was .o whils zriticzal oseius of
Thi-sguare was 3.241., Since nhe Zritnicatl valus of Chi—3guars
was greater bthan the calcuelated walue, the nul! hypothesis was

irgagpendant of

F
I
[
[ty
oy
r
in
1]
]
i
b=

m2tainaed, fthat iz, suicidal ot
cEQressivE SvmDtoms o ado

marittal viglanca.,
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i The data For the adolescart f2malss wha witnessed marital

1

vialance occasisns!lv is given in Tabhle 33,

L

Tabplae Z32. HMNumber of adolescent females with and without

suicidal thoughts who cccasional v withess marital

ii

vigl ance

Suicidal Mot suicidal
Lenressaed 12 1
ot deprszzag 14 4

In this case, tn2 ~ull hypeothesis Wwast sSuicidal “Foushits

m

are indspendent o+ dzporessive symptoms. The altsrnats

hvpothesis was: suicidal thoughts arz not indeperdent of
degr2ssive sympions. dsing chi-szguars test, the caloul ated

value oF chi-sguare was 2.077 while ocritical value of

chili-sguara was 2.5341. Zince the critical value of Zhi~sguare
wass areater than the calculated valua., the null hvpothesis was

marital viglence occasiconal by
. The Sata +o~ the adelescsnt femalies Who consishent)



Table 34. Nunber of Adolescent Females with and

b3
[
(3
F
n;
[
f

suicidal thoughts whs Dorzistently witnessad

marital violenocs

Suicidal Mot suicidal
[epreszed 4 -
Mot depreszed = 7

Iim this case, the null hypothesis wasz: suicidal thoughts

are indepandent of deprzssive gvmptoms. The altasrnsate
hvpothesis was: suicidal thowughts are not indepercernt o+

deor

i

szive Ivmptoms. Using chi-sguare tzst, the calcocul ated

valuge ot chi-sguare was 9.890 while the critical valuos of

I

chi-square was 3.341. 3Since the oritical vaiue 2F chi-sguare

was grgater than the calculated valus, the null hypothesis was

retainaed, that is, suicidal thoughts re indepsndant of
depressive symptoms Iin adolescent fomales who cormsiztentis
wWwitnessed aarital violence.

3n comparing the resuits o4 (1) - iy . LY oz3aemedg
that the prevalesnoe of suicidal thowughts was not Signl-icarmt] o
atfected bv the presence or abszsnce of depressive semptoms,
1rresoective of the fact whethar o ~ot *kaE subizcts wasra

abuseds/maglected ., and whethe~ oF rnor thew witnessed marital
vinltanmca, Yiis zeemed to bBe contracw Lo ointuwiticon. Howevsr ,
the oossihte 2kolansztion for The resulit chitained hers i3 ohat

in Tne adolescent famale sooulation wused n €51z study,. bhere

70
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might have bBeen gther factors (besides the depress.ivye symphboms!
nsid@ o autside the homs snvironment which mav be
zenkributory towards the genesis of sulcidad thouéhta.

Some such factors have been reportad in the data from the

Cernter for Uissase Lontrol and Missouri Degarctment of Healith

L]

i1z
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Vo 7
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e
vl

isturned

[

2z tactors wer2: 10w self-astaem

1]

n

oercapktions, and urnreatistiz svpectations of one =

bitities

H
i

and talents, anticioatory anwiety, 1oss of relatichshio through

divorce ot death, pesr or garental pressure, and ack of

[y

adeguates skills. Another possible explanation iz that tesnaga

depression is comnmonly manifested by Bvoerachtiviity, agoressich,
retanad illinmess, 2r freguent absencs from zchool, ang not
suwicidal thoughts. Sulcidal thoughft= or attempits are the Tost

2Etreme cosnseqguerncs ot deprazssion and therest+ore Ltheire
prevalence may not correlats well with Lhe prevaience o7

depressive syaptoms. & third and probably the pest 2up' anation

ot

1=

tat Both the explaratiors prooosed above hold rtrus i &

3iven ti1om.

1)
i

ool




ThHe conelusicons arrived at 1o tmis ztudy are sSsummarized

as foliows:

v The adolescent f2males who witnessed marital viocl=

3

g =]
were mare commonl vy abused or neglected by their parents.

This 15 in agresment with The hypothesis #1 statzd in

Chapter 1 and withh the resuits reported 1n the litsrsturs bw
other investigataors.
Z. The pgrevalence of zuicidal thoughts was signiticantly

increased for abused/neglectsd adaolesscent +temales, whzn the
additional factor of the obzervance S+ marital viglanca was
sresent.  This iz 1n agreement with hvolthesis #3 we
oostulated im Chapter 1.

dm the othar hand, for adolesgent females whi wers ot

s jected to abusesneglect ., =heg witnessico of marital

0

Tarce did mot significanitly increasse the oraval:

{
+i

L

Wl

i
Iit
=

=

suwicidal thoughts. This i

in disagreamsrt with hvpothesis

e
.

#3 w2 postul ated in Chapter

= The presence of abuseinecisct sigriticanti« reducez LThs
Ssraval=znce o+ sulcidal thougnts for adols2scent females whco

did not witness marital viciernce., Thiz SSemsS Daraggyioal




arnd zontrary to

euxplamnation +or this observation is

abuse/meg

lect in the -adolescents in

intuitive sxpectatio

igla

A nos

3
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it
LH

that the presence of
this study might have

caused outward!y directed anger rather than inward? s

directa2d anger tnereby noht -oon

tHouaht=s.

Thauants

trabuoting to the suicidal

Ot-2r factors may have contributsd toc thesse

with this populiation,

The presence gof abusesne=qglect did not sigrificarmtlw

affe=ct the prevalsnce of suici

temales who witnessed

Howewvar ,

the small

this intsrenc

number of subject

marital
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si1der=ad only faentative dus 3

resent in the arcus.

The prasenca of abusesneglect 4id not significantl s

m

tzmal s,
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zmall mMumber of subJects present 10 this grouo. ThHis 135 1n

agraement with the hvoothesis #2 postulztedg in Chapter L.

i

These Ltwo inferences were Zombined together o 1mbly
that the pressncs of =2ither marital violence or adolescent

abusa/mneglect affected the presence of depresssive svmphoms

|+
¢

sufficient!y that the addition of the oather ractors (macl

[f]

viplence or abudsersneglect:!: did not resulht 1n any zigniticant
additional dif+arence in the prevalencs ot d=pressive

swMmptoms.

=, The oresence of abuse/meglect zigrnificantly incraasad
ke prevalence of dJepressive svympioms for adolezcernt femal 3=
who did mot wiitness marital vioclano=. In adnl eszant famalEs
WHho witnesszed marital violence only oCccasionat v, ths
srasancd® of abusesrnegiect #id rot sranificantiy affact the
orevaience of depressive symotoms.

The presenc2 of apuse snegligct Hid nmot significantly

"

atfect the prevalsnce ofF deoressive svmptoms for adsliezcent

hese three interesnces wers combined Loasthasr Tz arrl.s

oresence ot either marital vicisnge or abuss/negisEct i

Hl

assccilatad with the zresence of depre2ssive sympToms 52 that
the aoditicon o+ the other factor (marital iz z2noe o
apusesnaqgl 2ct) did not rasult in oany 3isnificant o additional

differencse 1n the prevalence of Oepresgsive s MDTIMS .
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a. Th=z presence of dapressive syvmotoms did set

significantliy affect the prevalerce of suicidal thougnts +for

i

adolescent females who wer2 or wers not subjzeted o
abuae/negiect, .

The presence of depressive symphioms did not
significantly affect the prevalernce of suicidal hthouahts for
adolescent females who 2ither did not witness s- witnazzsead
marital viotence occasionallv or consistentlv.

Thase inferences seem contrary to the intuitive
gxpectation. A possible explanation +or this observatior is
Fhat in adoiescent females in this study, thers pay hGave
been other +factors (besices hthe depressive svmpioms) irside
o outside tne home 2nvirommant which may he contributory
towards the genesis of suicidal thoughts oar ;o ours sSubiests
that depression mayv nave beoen manifasted bv other symphtoms

and nat ogredominantiv by suizidal thouarts.

SUGGESTICNG FOR FURTHER STULIEC:
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HOW I GOT THE PERMIZSICON TO ADMINISTER THE QUESTIONNAIRE

r1
3
C

I got the rnames of several adolescernt residentia:

01
3

faci

Vi

ities and vouth cantesrs from collesagues and the refsreal

-

directory from my practizum facility. Then I called them and
explalned Lo the persaon who answered the phone that I am a
graduats student writing my the=zis and for that I need a survey
and I nesd to give a questionnalre to adolescent +2males and 1

M
1 |

need t k to somebody who can give me permission to do that.

N

P |

ITi

ma2 places she connactaed me to the dirsctor o+ fthse facil it

I
L)

t =
whareas at other pltaces she asked me toc iozve my name and Rhong
ricimber and told me that the person in charge will caltl.

Later when the persan in charge cajiled or when I was
connected £to the facility director, I 2¢plainad him or her that
i am & graduate student warking on my thesi=. [ tald them the
toprs and told tham that I nesd thair adolzscent ‘emals
resldgents answer the guestionnaire I have and foat thear

abaut

il
i+
i
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o
o
3
+
4]
]
.
1
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]
-+,
[
b
]
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F
¥
)

1§
s

ot

the residential faciiity and the particlioatins adol =soer

residents will be complest2iy confidential and anonymous.

[
]
-
i
A

tzlg them it wili be helpful to me 1+ thev gave ne permi
to a3 that. Scome directors or perscons in chargs rsfusad

permission. Mcost o Lthe directors Jr gersons 1 charge

i}t
[T
w
a

me o Jdrop the aguesticnnaire at the residentiza? +acility so

1

trhew can ook at 1t oarnd dizcuss 1t with fTheir stacc nanbers o




TMe counselors and after that 14 they Mave any dusstions they
will call me and if it okav with them thev wiil 1=t me Lmow
what time and when [ can come.

After I dropped the guestionnaire at various residential

tfacilities and wvouth cegnters, I cali=sd kthem agairn aftar a2 o

day

i

e check 1+ 1t was okav for me 1o come and have thair

oermission £0 administsr the guestionnaire to adol esc

Y
s

o
tfemaies. Some persons 1n charge deni=d the parmission, Soms
granted the permissicn and allowed ma to fate in the aftarrnoon

dz are back from the school and Tet me administer

Fi-

ter the Kk

=+,

a
1t mvsel+, som2 grantad the permissicon bubt warnt=zd Sheis ststs
To administer the guestionnalre, Lo which I w=adilvy agresd. I

“hankad them for granting me germissisan and 2t me or thzLe

statft administer thz guestiarnalira.
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I am a graduate student in counssling, Az & oartial

[14]

81

reguirement for rec2iving my degree, ! need to writs A thesis

T [

~aoar. I would like veu fo f171 out this guastionnalce2 29
hest of vour knowledas and ability. Fleass dc not put vour

mame on 1t. All the information will be used for my thesis
papar onlvy. This will be complet=iy conflgential andc
anonymous. fYour participation 13 complaitely valuntary.

When wvou Finish answering all the gEstions, DIeAEE Dt
fug guestionnairs in the envelops orovided,  Thank yol wary
mach for your sarticigation.  Your carticipation 1s 3rEat

aporaciatad.
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1} Sex Male Female
2) Religious Denomination Catholic Jewish
Baptist Lutheran Methodist
Mormon Other
3) Race Asian/FPacific Islander Native American
Black White Hispanic Ather
4} fAge
3) Date of Birth ! /

manth/ day /vear

&) Highest grade lavel
compl eted {grade schootl, high school, coliege...)

-

7) With which parent(s) were you living with most recently:
mother only tather only
both mother and father___ mother and other maie
father and other female

8) What is/was the monthly income of yaur family?

none $)-%£19G $£200-3499
FLO0-$999 $1000-%1 499
¥1500 and above unknown

?) What was your father‘s education?
a. some grade school b. completed grade school
c. some high school 3. graduated high school

e. same college f. completed callege
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16} What is/was your father’s occupation?

a. professional ____ b. farmer__ C. Manager_____
d. clerical e. sales_____ f. mechanical ___

9. craftsman_____ h. 1aborers____ i. mititary_____

j. retired_____ k. unemployed 1, other_____

11) What was your mother’s education?
(please refer to question H? and write the
letter of your answer in the space)
12) What is/was your mother’s occupation?

(please refer to questibn #10 and write the
letter of your answer in the space)

13} Were you ever sexually abused at home?
yas

no

14) Were you ever physically abused at home?
yes

ne

15) Did you ever feel that you were neglected by your parents?
yes

yln]

14) Please classify your home situation

non-viol ant
occasionally violent
consistently violent



17

i)

19)

Were you ever physically hurt during violent episodes at 85

home? yes ne

————

Has there ever heen any other family member with whom

violence has occurred? vesg no

Describe as honestly as you can how you feel about violence
at home.

Have you ever felt so upset that you thought of hurting

.yourself realiy hadly?

yes

no



Directions
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Listed below are some sentences about how you feel Read each sentence and decide how often you fee! this way. Decide if
you fecl this way: almost never, hardly ever, sometimes. or most of the time. Hil in the circle under the answer that best
describes how you really feel Remember, there are no right or wrong answers. Just choose the answer that tells how you

usually feel

ALMOST HARDLY
NEVFR EVER

1 Ifeelhappy «.ov s

2. Iworryaboutschool . ... i
3o Ifeellonely . .ooorn it e e
4. [feel myparentsdontlikame .......vmenn i
5. Ifeel IMPOMARL. . ..o vt viiii e ie e

. Ifeelmatnoonecamaboutme....'. .........................

6
7.
8. Ifeel like crying. . ... it e a e e,
9
0. Iibelhkchavmgﬁmw;thothcrsn_ldcnts......;..........;_ .....

13. Ifeel like running away .. ... e aeeeeataeiiaae e,
14, I feel like hurting myseif .................... N e
15. I fee! that other students don't like me ........ N

¥
2

16, THOBIUPSEL « v\ e e ennseeeeeenme e e e eeene e s e e anaans

21, Ifeclsonyformysclf .....................................
22, Ifeeimad about things .. ...coiirierieiiiiiinnnnncnaess
23, 1feel like talking to other students . ........oveuiiiinannantn
24. Thave trouble SIEePing. . ..o vvenrienrinen i inecranenenann
25. Ifeellikehaving fum ... ... o ittt iiaaiaiaaanens

0000 00000 ; 00000 00000 G000 00000

.llikeeatingmeals ... ... i ittt
. ‘1 fee] Eke nothing Idohelps any more. . [....L. .0 o L0 T Q =

a

00000 00000 ooooo_odooo]OOOOO 00000

SOME-

TIMES

‘

r

50000 00000 GO0 OTOOO 00000 00000

v

D

MOST OF
THE TIME

"

©O000 POOOO 00000 00000 00000 00000
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