












































































































































" h withdrawal w re a partial i.mpl m ntati n f Pre ident i n' polic 

f" i tnamization' -turning th mmuni tin urgent o rt th 

outh i tnam . R maining Marine unit tend d th ir line to plug th gap 

left by departing unit . A the Marin s pu lled ut o th artill ry ba in th 

w t m ctor the outh i tname e r j ct d th offer t o upy the acated 

arm ba e ' olan, 97 . 

By Octob r 1968, the Marin noted that n my attac in th ir ar a of 

re pon ibility had fall n by more than 50 p rcent compared to preceding month . 

R force di mantled and rgrift ombat Ba e, built during the i g at Kh 

anh and I cat d w st of amp Carroll on Rout 9. alvaged mat rial from 

and rgrift w re u ed to construct a n AR combat base at amp rroll. In 

Octob r the Marin ba eat th Rockpile wa clo ed leaving amp arroll a the 

w t mmo t major in tallation along Rout 9. th Marin I ft the DMZ area 

th y pa d con tr lover to unit of th .. Army th echanjzed Lnfantry 

Division and I 01 t' Screaming Eagles' Airborne Divi ion (A.irmobil and the 

AR fter a time no U. . force er located in the we t m portion of n rthern 

I orp ; th orth Vietname e Jo Jy b gan to rebuild th ir ba area along the 

tnam-Lao border. 

'When th Marin I ft north m I orp it r ally qujeted do n. h R 

I t Di ision a th only a ti group up th re. e till upport d p cja] orce 

nd pook but th 1 el f activity changed drama ti ally aft r Khe anh wa 



abandoned" Wall aid. 'Later th AR 

bunch. 

cond Divi ion arrived. Jt wa a orry 



hapter even 

The ew ucce of ignal Interception 

Within the ational rchive are more than 2,000 hour of tap -r cord d 

di cu ion and briefings at Military As istance ommand, Viet am (Long Binh) 

mad during lhe four y ar GE r ighton Abram wa in command. They were 

decla ified la t year a11d are available for lim ited in pection through th ationaJ 

Archive in Wa hington D.C. 

The main tory that em rge from the e tap i that of a different and 

arguably b tter war being waged during the year 1 6 - 1972, better in contra t to 

th earlier year of Am rican involvement - e p cially between I 96 and 196 

when We tmor land commanded - and wh nth n w" war wa conducted by 

Abram , U. . mba ador Ell worth Bunker and Amba ador William olby in 

charge of the euphemi tically named' Pacification" effort. 

The mo t dramatic information r vealed by the tapes has to do with ignal 

intelligence of the movem nt of men and mat riel down the Ho hi Minh Trail 

from orth Viet am through Lao and ambodia and then into outh Viet am. 

ignal intelligence u ually con idered an adjunct to eye and ear on th 

ground before ietnam grew to maturity during th latter day of the Vi tnam 

War. Deni d tro ps on the ground after 1 69, and relying primarily on Igloo White 

en or that produced in tell ig nc "too cla ified' to b pu bed downward to th 



fi Id commander , current intelligence rarely reached the troop in time to be 

imm diat lyu, eful. 

Before 1968 stimate of the enemy' infiltration down the trail w re ju t 

that - ti mate . Effort to track and calculate the enemy movement of men and 

unit wer both difficult and controver ial. 

Often month would pass b fore int lligenc offic rs could identify with 

any a uranc th number and de tination of VA unit who had come down the 

trail. Th image they pre nted was made from pri oner-of-war interrogations 

captured document , and r port pa ed by Hae Bao and U. . p cial Forces 

MAG- OG unit and clande tin IA agents. Recalculation and revision of 

earlier figures carried out repeat dly a mor infonnation wa obtained 

undermined the credibility of MA V infiltration ti mat s i.n th ey s of thos who 

did not understand th 

That in turn, contributed to the order of battle controver y that raged during 

the latt r stage of We tmoreland 's tenure erupting again ome year later a a 

re ult of the B tel vi ion documentary The ncounted Enemy: A Vietnam 

Deception and We tmoreland' failed libel suit again t the network 

fter General Creighton Abram 'tenure began in 1968 came the 

acqui ition of a new and remarkably accurate mean of determining d tail of 

enemy movements outh. U .. int lligence began to intercept, break, and read 

encoded enemy radio traffic that accurately and con i tently reported the number 
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pro6rre , and de ti nation of infiltration group moving down the Ho hi Minh 

Trai l. 

' nder Abram " aid his J-2 (Intelligence Officer) BG Phil 

David on 'the command r i plea ed with hi intelligence act upon it and ha 

forced the taff to a t upon it. That i hat ha changed in the la t four or fi 

month ( orley 59)." 

orth ietname e traffic on the trail wa controlled by the General 

Directorate of Rear ervices (GDRS in Hanoi and admini tered by a Commo 

Liai on ( ommunication -Lia i on Bureau) unit through a rie of military way 

tations already introduced as binh train , along the route. • ach tation wa 

numbered and, therefore individually identifiable. Binh Tram 33 in Lao , for 

xample, was in the vicinity of Ba e Area 604 near Tch pone. 

he system of binh tram later furth r xpanded extended initially fi-om 

Hanoi through rth Vi t am and Lao to the tri-bord r area here orth Viet 

am Lao and outh Viet am me t. "AlJno t the entire ambodian- outh 

Vietname e border area i one continuou taging area "later concluded MA V 

analy t , with 20 or o ba e in the xpanded comp! 

he binh tram ontroll d a ond type of fa ility a ociated ith th trail 

known a 'T- tation ."Th ealsow r numb rd - for xampl "T-10. 'The 

mJ ion of th commo-liai on group wa to facilitat movement of unit traver ing 

th trail. 
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There al o wa a ene of what were call d "K-faciliti ' providing 

perman nt upply warehouse at interval along the rout . 

A headquarter de ignated th 5 9th Tran portation Group located in Ba e 

rea 04 op rated the trail in ao under dir ction of the GDRS. Each binh tram 

exerci ed operational control o er it upportiJ1g ecurity force , tran portation, 

anti-aircraft medical and engineer unit a well a the commo-Jjai on tations, an 

aggregation that reached approximat ly r gimental ize for each binh tram. 

Altogether an e timated 40 000 peopl wer ngaged in operating the trail under 

the 559th Group. 

Suddenly the allie bad gained acce s to a tremendou ource of information 

on al l thi activity, one who e ignificance went far beyond imply logistjc . 

hrough interception of Rear er ices me age ' aid one M V 

analy t 'we've been abl to deterrnin th rat at which infiltration group ar put 

in the pipeline for movem nt south and their probabl de tinations in outh Viet 

am. ' orely 60) 

ailing it a 'new dim nsion in knowledg of enemy infiltration, MACY' 

infiltration expert noted that thj all b gan on l Nov 1967 with the fir t record d 

interc pt of a orth Vietnam e Rear r ic s comm uni ation containing 

refi r nee to a numbered infiltration group. It took eral months to gra p the 

ignificance ofthi new source, but by mid-March J 96 wh n 14 groups had been 

detected the analy ts realized that a large infiltration effort wa underway. 



During Mar h and April following the 196 Tet Offensive, 114 group , 

totaling n arly 66 000 m n, were identifi d in intercepted communications a 

infiltrating outh. 

Then b ginning in mid-June 196 group containing large numbers of ick 

and wounded were detected in apparen northward mov ment. Some of the e 

group al contained ubstantial number of appar ntly able-bodied men, and the 

analy ts at MA V concluded that this r pre ented withdrawal of the 304th VA 

Divi ion. They w re dead wrong, but thi wa n t det rmined W1til after the war 

ended. 

During the ummer and into autumn of 1968 infiltration tapered off 

dramatically. In sub quent year imilar cyclical ariations in the traffic were 

ob erved. 

The apparently wa al o was careful not to hip men outh too oon 

le t they had to provide ration and oth r upport for th m over a longer time than 

nece ary, thereby incr a ing the logi tical burd n. 

Allied forces complement d interdiction of the Ho hi Minh Trail with 

pre mptive trikes into n my base area to eize upplie that had gott n through. 

In lat Septemb r 1968 for example, MA V J-2 estimated that 191 000 m n bad 

infiltrat d outh from orth iet am ince the beginning of they ar and proj ct d 

an additional 16,000 for arrival during October- December, giving a total for the 

year of 207 000 according to A V J-2 B Phil David on. 
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By October 196 Da idson could tell the i iting ecretary of the a y "l 

think the int lligence i many tim b tt r than hat it wa i month ag ." Fir t 

"th breakthrough that w got on infiltration gave us a great lead on the enemy w 

ne er had before. ( rley 64) 

David on al o under cor d the importance of thi interc pt capability at a 

confer n eon intellig nee coll ction in th autumn of 196 . 

"I think unque tionably on of the thing that ha cau d ucce is 

communication intelligence 'h aid. 'That r ally changed a hell of a lot of 

things.' 

Abram agreed. "Replacemen are a thermomet r of anticipated combat 

acti ity,' he ob erv d and "with the new intelligence capability it wa po sibl to 

know where tho e replac m nt w r h aded in what number and on what 

ch dul . ucb information wa invaJuab] when it came to arranging a prop r 

reception." ( orley 66) 



hapter Ill 

The cret Bombing of ambodia 

B-52 "' re Light" ion o er ambodia, 1970.Ph to : F 

In ·ebruary 1969 th nited tate 1r orce b gan crelly b mbing North 

i tname e p iti n dete ted in ide arnb dia. The bombing, hich la ·ted 

aim ·t tw year~ b came kno n th " ar. ' Remarkably, it a nly 

n that wa n la ery well kept one. 

In pa,1 lh amb dian b mbing ampaign wa a reaction 1 11h 

ictnam mo m amb di to find fe anctuary fi r it I gi ti alba 

ffi rt t int rdi t th 11 hi inh Trail had pu hed the rth ietn m -e fariher 

v • t, where the c uld infiltrate ith rev er ca ualti . Thi allowed th ml build 

up " an tuari m ambodia th lh ught ould b una ailabl . 

The 011h ietnarne e mo em nt we t a al o another unint nd d 

on qu n e or Mc amara ' El ·troni F nee btcau f the he introdu tion f 

.. b mb r an rati n units that had infiltrat d th a tern po,tion 
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of the trail. heir pr ence r sulted in de a ta ting air trike that decrea ed the 

efficiency of the trail and de troy d m rale am ng the VA oldiers. One 

c mmonly heard litany among the young orth Vietname e troops wa ' Born in 

the orth to di in th outh.' 

Finally a fru trated U .. military leader hip that wa impati ntJy order d by 

Pre ident Richard ixon to do om thing useful brought the ecr t War. 

D pite pending billion of dollar trying to deer a e infiltration from the orth, 

the U. . continu d to witne an inexorable flood of VA troop into outh 

Vietnam Lao , and now Cambodia. ixon demand d that it end. 

Once again the U .. r Ji don a bombing campaign. To counter Pre idential 

criticism th United tates Air Force bomb d ambodia more than 43 000 tim 

between 1969 and 1971. Wh nit wa over a million ambodians were dead, 

wounded r mis ing, and the orth Vi tname e were firmly entrenched in 

Cambodia and would remain o for alrno t ten more year . 

The Secret War unfolded aft r ambodian Prine orodorn ihanouk 

refu ed to become an American cli nt and allow Cambodia to become yet another 

outhea t Asian battlefieJd. 

On February 9, 1969, U military intelligenc report ugge ted thern wa a 

ignificant NV ba e ju t in ide ambodia - perhap the elu i e entral Office for 

outh i tnam HQ) that dogg d U .. plann rs. beth r it 

wa di co ered by radio intercept human intelligence or Igloo White en ors 

ha n r b n re ealed. 
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R gardl s , brahm wa confident that a en of precision B-52 bomber 

strike could eliminate the 0 bas camp a urning h could convinc the 

new ixon administration to go along with him. B-52 air trikes could be u ed to 

carpet bomb large wath of land, targeted in "b xe II of appro imat ly two mile 

by one half-mile quare. 

In a memo to General Earle Wheeler, hainnan of the US Joint hief: of 

taff, Abrahm argu d: that "there i little likelihood of inv lving Cambodian 

national if th target boxes are placed carefully. Total bomb r expo ure over 

ambodian t rritory would be les than oue minute per sortie. ' ( hawcros , 21) 

The idea was pitched to ixon, who quickly approved the bombing with the 

assistance of hi national security advi or Henry Kis ing r. The fir t air trik were 

set for arch barely one month after the initial intelligence report . With the 

demonstrated lack of n iti ity that marked the ntire war the as ault wa 

c denam d 'Operation Br akfa t.' 

Ki inger sugge ted to ixon that the atta k occur rn ecret. ixon 

concurr d and General Wheeler informed hi taff: 

"ln the v nt pre inquiri are received following the x cution of th 

Breakfa t Piao a to whether or not S B-52 hav struck in ambodia U 

spoke man will confirm that B-52 did trike on routin mis ion adjacent to th 

ambodian bord r but tate that he ha no details and will look into th que tion 

Wheeler ordered." ( hawcro 22 



On the 9th of March 48 boxes - approx.imat 1y 48 quare mile of 

ambodian territory - were carpet bombed for Br akfast. 

Over the cour e of the next 14 month th U conduct d 3630 B-52 

bombing raids in ambodian t rritory. Each major operation foUowed on a 

tradition tart d with Br akfast; subsequent plans included Operation Luncl1, 

nack Dinner, De ert upper. 

principl that ommunist violation of ambodia' neutrality justified aggressive 

reciprocal action it wa not difficult tor p at the performance." hawcro , 29) 

Arguably without the permission of ihanouk the U continu d to bomb 

VA and V targets within ambodia. Very littl information wa mentioned 

publicly - in April and ay of that year there were s ral small reference in the 

pr s concerning bombing over the bord r but for whatever rea on it wa n't 

con idered a major tory. Later that would change, wh n hind ight becam 20-20 

Despite the months of air trike , the bombing did I ittle to low down NV A 

activiti . On the contrary communi t force crept further and further into 

amboctia. Th U bomber followed uit. Significant population of ambodian 

p a ant were now at risk though no one know with ab elute certainty how many 

of th m were kill d during th campaign. The U .. policy wa to cotmt the 

arnbodians per acr .' uch poli ie provided the previou ly weak Khm r Rouge 

guerrilla fore new currency. Run by di enfranchi d lefti t politician it grew 

dramatically in the wake of the b mbing . 



he bombing al o reinforced the K.hm r Roug ' ta t for violenc . 

udd nly th war in Cambodja was e calating piraling out of control. ihanouk 

who e greate t evidence of I ader hip was that he had kept his people out of the 

war no longer had the right to that claim. Hi day w re number d. 

ln January 1970, ihanouk J ft arnbodia on tour, with pJan to visit 

Fra11ce, the o i t Union and hina. General Lon ol ihanouk' prime mini t r 

began a serie of tep that would soon sp II the politicaJ end of ihanouk. 

In arly March l970, Lon ol organiz d anti-Vi tname e demon tration 

aero ambodia and gav the Vi tname e an ultimatum to leave Cambodia or face 

an attack. On March 12 thou and marched in Phnom Penh acking both the 

orth Yi tname e and Yi t ong ernba ie . By March 15, Lon ol' ultimatum 

deadline had come and gone, o he requ ted and received shelling from outh 

Vietnamese artillery again t orth Vietname e forces entrenched near th border. 

Th immediate impact of the Lon ol coup was the nd of ambodian 

n utraJity. B caus on ol reque ted military upport from outh Vietnam th 

U concluded that this meant Lon ol would al o support American military 

invol ment. omehow th United tat had wrongly a urned it wa the 'will of 

the people" to ee the Prince gone and an ob cure g neral put in hi plac . 

In the cow1try village , where upport of ihanouk remain d trong rioting 

oon broke out. Lon ol' broth r Lon Nil a literally butch r d and cannibalized 

by on mob. Al coming to ihanouk' sid were th comrnuni t forces of hina, 



rth i tn m and the Path t 

eap n and tr ming. 

Pol P t' • Khmer R uge • izcd th pp rtunit and !Ti r1:d th ir upp rt fi r 

the dep • prin e. ffi rm rp liti·ian. m nk and 

l a h\;r~. th y n had au fi r hi h the c Lllltry p pie ould fight. It \J a th 

beginning f full- ·c le ii ar in amb di . 

it pp ared I n 

anted milita1 upp 11. 1 n 

de id d t • pand atlack int amb dia 

• f limin line 

phant 111 ictnam ~ mmand nt r the 

dt be op rating in mb dian 

pri I. I. .o lr p 

R m dian rd r a part ra 

mant:u rs ut eri 

I , h in whi h h utltn d and ju Lilied th mv n. 

"If." '\ h n th htp are d wn. tht: w rid' m · t werfol 

nati n, th f meri . a ·t lik pitiful, h lpl • giant, th 

t t lit riani m nd nar ·h v.ill threaten free n ti n nd frJ' in tituti n 

thr ugh ut th \J rl . ( ix n. pril 0. I 70 

-l 



Publi rea tion to the in a ion wa wilt 
Kent tat 111 er. itv. 1970 

indep nden . stud nt 

f American uni er iti hut do n a 

thou and f tudent prate t d and mar h d 

again t th am odian in a i n. At K nt tat 

Uni er ity in hio. where ihan uk had nee 

i it d in hi campaign f r amb dian 

k d the campu R T building. Ohio go ern r Jam 

Rhode re p nded by ordering ati nal uard tr nd 

f the da tudent had b en hot by th Guard, including four kill d. B for the 

er n arly I 00,000 pr t t r had converg d up n the 

Th , di mayed and angry v r th pre id nt' r fu al to k 

th ir on ent when tarti 0 0 n w ar - p d th op r- hurch m ndment. The 

111 ndment forbade i..xon fr m mi lita1y engagement in ambodia bey nd June 

30th a' w II a pre en ting 

and air upp rt. 

upport. f th amb dian aimed fi r e with training 

F r all int nt~ and purp c . the war .in amb dia wa n illegal a far a 

the ongr ' a the fir t time in U hi t ry that th legi lativc 

bran h had e er r f the ecuti e bran h. 

De -pite th pa ag r the hurch Am ndm nt, n wa 

und t rred. gr und for e pull d ut f amb dia by the end f Jun _ but th 

admini tration c ntinu d it B-_ 2 bombing ampaign upp tt d b ten of 



thou and of AR 

ambodia. 

ground troops fighting th rth Vi tnam e within 

he U encourag d the outh Vietnam s air force to become it proxy m 

Cambodia, hich the Vi tnam e gladly did without regard for civilian ca ualtie . 

The White Hou e al o tri d to enforce a long-t rm trategy for as i ting Lon ol' 

army with w aponry, ca h and military training. ambodia wa now a full-scale 

test of th i on Doctrine which i on de crib d a protecting American intere t 

by upporting foreign troop in the fight against comm uni m. In a matter of 

month ambodia had devolved from a country plagued by i elated kirmishes to 

full blown fr -fire zone. 

As the fighting e calated ixon di patched army colon l lexand r Haig to 

Phnom Penh in order to appraise the ituation a well as their n w partner-in-war 

G n ral Lon ol. What Haig found in on ol wa discouraging, a di turbing 

fore hadowing of th fat of ambodia 'Shawcross noted. 

hawcro reported that during their meeting on ol broke out into 

uncontrolled weeping and tremor . The inva ion had push d th viol nee even 

further into ambodia, and now Lon ol bterally was begging for h Ip for hi 

army wa too weak to ave it If. Haig a ur d him that ixon wa hi friend and 

would h Ip the ambodian fight the communi ts. 

To bad Lon ol was an inde i i e emoti nal man with more faith in the 

occult and other my ti al medium than hi leader hip kill . He would oft n 

c n ult with m nk who laim d to be piritual chann l to th anci nt king of 



ngkor. A on cartooni tjok d at the tjm " he only thing we know about 

Lon ol i that Lon ol p lied ba kward is Lon ol " hawcro reported. 

Yet the ixon admini tration, committed to pur uing an honorable end to 

tb war in i tnam adopted Lon I and began to upply hi force . 

ixon' War: The American Bombing Of Cambodia 

' There are no American combat troops in ambodia. There are no 

American combat advi ers in Cambodia. There will be no American combat troop 

or adviser in Cambodia. We will aid ambodia. ambodia i the Nixon doctrine 

in ii pure I.form .... " - Pre id nt Richard M. ixon ovemb r I 71 Op- d Pag 

o mber 21 I 971 ew York Tim s Editorial Page) 

1xon ecretly appro ed the bombing of amb dia with the a i tance of 

his national ecurity advi or Henry Ki inger. The fir t air trike were et for 

March bar ly one month after the initial intelligence report . ln honor of th 

breakfa t meeting at the Pentagon that led to ixon' approval of the strike the 

as ault wa codenamed Operation Breakfa t. 

s ugg ted by Ki inger ixon ordered that the attack occur in ecret, 

and all attempt to e po e the bombing hould b stopped. 

General Wheeler informed hi taff: "In the e ent pre mqum ar 

d following the execution of the Breakfa t Plan a to wh ther or not U B-

52 ha truck in ambodia, U poke man will confirm that B-52 did trik on 
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routin m1 10n adjacent to the amb dian border but tate that he ha no detail 

and will look into the que ti n." hawcro William p. 24) 

On the th of March 4 bo e - approximately 4 quare mile of 

amb dian t rrit ry - wa carpet bombed for Breakfa t. 

Over the cour e of the next 14 month the U conducted 6 0 B- 2 

bombing raid in ambodjan territory. ach major operation followed on a 

tradition et out by Breakfa t; sub equ nt plan includ d Operation unch nack 

Dinner De ert and upp r. It had taken a change of pre idential admini trations 

to tart th se attack , but one th bombing began a new routine of e calation feU 

into place. hawcro e plain in id how "One the d ci ion had been made 

in prin iple that ommuru t violations of ambodia' n utrality ju tified aggre 1 e 

reciprocal action it wa not difficult to repeat the performance. ( hawcro , 

William p. 26) 

To thi day, ther 1 till debate whether Sihanouk him elf appr ved of the 

bombing of hi own territory. ihanouk denie it entirely while Henry Ki inger 

ha tated otberwi . It really didn't matter whether ihanouk approved it or not, 

ihanouk lacked the military might to pre ent it. 

Regardle the US continued to bomb 

ambodia. 

A and C target withjn 

Henry Ki inger later plained, "It wa not a bombing of amboilia but it 

wa a bombing of orth Vietname e in ambodia." ( hawcro , 2 ) 



B cau f th failure of Mc amara lectroni Fen e to pr vent the 

infiltration of orth Yi tname e troop into the outh the war in ambodia wa 

totally out of control. 

Another unintended con equence wa the death of' oJd" ambodia. It had 

b en de troyed forever. 



I st R Di, . lnsib'Tlia 

CHAPTER V i ll i 

The ew War 

N rth m I rp r rnained r lati ely qui t for the 

nc t I m nth , until the V regroup d Fr rn it t rrible 

beating outh at Hu in the pring and summer of 196 and 

outhwe t in th A hua alley in 1969 at th hand of h 

I t R Di . and the 2nd Brigade, 10 l t irborne. Th 

r amrng agl had r pla ed h 1 t a airy Divi i n in r rp fl: r th T t 

Offen iv and Alli d .. e· in th summ rand fall of 196 . 

Headqu 1tered out of Camp E an n ar Phu Bai and Hue, th 101 ~t !eared the 

almo t mpl tely ut f th p pulat d r gion of l orp whil driving them 

into th inho pitabl jungle al ng th Laotian b rd r. rt a om thing the 

Marin and c amara' Line had not m nag d to accompli h in the pr ceding 

thr e ear . 

In arly l 970 the ar in then 1th heated ba k up . hi rim th AR wa 

carrying th ball and the . . already reducing it tr op trength dramatically wa 

th re only ~ r uppo11. Th Ameri an till ther didn't kn i yet, but th "th 

e hanized Infant iv. and the l 0 I t would on b gin the la t American 

offen ive op ration condu t din th i tnam r. 

F r ab ut IO m nth a~ r taking er op ra ion control of n 1thern I orp 

from th Marine , th R ecured High ay 9 we t to La and patr JI d the 
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region from Z . andergrift, a form r Marine orp fireba e that acted b th a the 

R 1 t 1v1 1011 fo11re and logi tical upply ba in northw tern T orp . 

Mu h f the airlift. pr id d by Am rican force cam from th 282nd, which had 

be n oldiering along in dignifi d b curity inc the T t ffi n ive, 

lo ing m n and -quipm nt Lo A gunn r dug in on th ridg rl oking tb 

w t rn b rder of north rn outh ietnam. Bro n 

·• e had witch d our operati n do n uth - along the II i An Ri r Ill 

uang ai Pr vince "Wall r called. "Down ther were a0 ai n t I cal Fi re V 

Mo 1 of our tuff in vol ed Ph nix. Th r as a lot of blood letting. Up otth it 

w· a h tra h (r upply) and m di ac (m di al acuation -).' 

he big pu h in 1101th rn I rp am on F bru ry 8, 1971 in an op ration 

the outh Vietnam "e called·· am on 71 "and the rneric n "D ey anyon 

I l." he operation a an attempt o duplicat th ucc f the 1 970 i 11 a i 11 f 

ambodia. h R I t Lnfantry 

Di i ion, 1 t Airborne Di I n. 

iet11ame e Marin orp Di i ion, 1 t 

Ranger r up, and th 1 t Armor 

Brigad pacti ipat din the oflen i e 

into ao and the IO 1 t and 5th Mechanized ln fant1y upp r d th m in ide uth 

ietnam. did alm t ry operation a iation battalion I ll in 1e nam. 

u kily, Wall I ft ietnam befor am n 719 b g n. He arri ed ham~ in 

tim for hri tma 1 70. 
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"We knew omething big wa up befor J 1 ft. Th AR and the 5th 

Me h (U .. Almy 5th Mechanized Infantry Divi ion had rebuilt Vandergrift and 

wer building and fixing all kinds of new road pointing traight into Lao . Then 

somebody reopen d Khe anh ... all recalled. "The ordinary Vietnam k pt 

telling me we were invading North Vietnam. y ho ch (hut maid ev n aid so." 

In October- ov mb r 1970 dome tic and political pr ur forced ixon 

and [(j inger to accelerate th timetable for U. . troop withdrawals from South 

Vietnam. By the beginning of 1971 roughly 1 0,000 American troop remained in 

Vietnam (about one third of the peak U. . trength). (Palm r Bruce Lt. Gen, p. 

J 05) The American drawdown nvi ion d that by th umm r of 1972 only a small 

fore of about 40,000 American per onn I would remain. (Palmer, 217) 

herefore M V commander decid d th dry season of 1970-71 

(Octob r-May) would be a good opportunity for the outh Vietname e to take the 

offen ive. In effect thi would be a coming out party" for AR and a chance to 

how the ommuni t th y could conduct large operati n without major U.S. 

involvem nt. 

This wa the ba ic rationale that J d to a Whit Hou e propo al to launch an 

inva ion into Lao in Febmary 1971 . 

Politically, the objective of the Laotian campaign would allow the final 

pba e of ietnamization to move forward on chedule. Militarily, the op ration wa 

to seize the ommuni t logi tic compl x in th Tch pone area. Thi region wa a 

k y trategi jun ti.on of supply route along the H ru Minh Trail. A ucce fuJ 
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campaign wa con idered neces ary by Abram to help buy time for AR to 

reach it training and m dernization goal . 

Operation L 0 719 the outh Vietnam e de ignation given the 

operation in olv d m of their be t troops - the I t ARVN Divi ion 1 t 

Annored Brigade and three rang r battalion from I orp ; and most of the elit 

Airborne Di i ion and the Vietname arin Di i ion. The overall commander of 

LAM O 719 wa incapable Lt. General Hoang Xuan Lam, commanding g neral 

of 1 orps. 

The entire operation wa a race again t time. In December 1970 th U. 

Congre s had impo ed a limit on the exp nditure of mon y for any American 

ground forces operating out id outb Vi tnam. Thi wouJd mean that the ground 

op rations in Laos would have to b conducted olely by South Vietname e troops 

without Am ri an advi or . Thu , U. . force were allowed to upport LAM 0 

719 with only limited tactical air support and long range artill ry operating from 

South Vietname ba e 

With Lam on 719 i on wa counting on the AR inva ion of Lao to 

achi ve two political obj cti e a well as its military goals: l. To how the 

ommunist that AR had become a viabl fighting force, and 2.): Pre ure 

ommuni t official in Paris to re pond more favorably to Ki inger' p ace 

initiative . 

Although L M O 719 b gan on chedule on ebruary 1971 , ju t about 

rytbing w nt rong from th beginning. Bad weather limited ta tical air upport 
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the fir t day, and h avy ram on February turned Route 9 i11to a quagmir . Fiv 

day into the in a ion and m ting only Jight re i tanc an p rati n lated t la t 

thr m nths tall d. lt wa lat r claimed that n 12 ebruary outh Vi tnam 

Pr id nt guy n Van Thi u, feared that om f hi b t unj were at ri k 

ordered hi , commander to proc ed autiou ly and to cane I th op ratj r, one 

3 000 c ualtie had be n incurr d. armer uth i tname Pr id at guyen 

an Thj u ha alway d rued th a rtion. 

hough R units w r allow d to r ume the op ration th ' taint' f 

the ca ualty ctir ctive by hieu and th fact that RVN wa m eting much tiffer 

r i tanc than anticipated cau ed the governm nt in aigon tor -a th 

pr nee in Lao for 

nin ty days hi u m r ly wanted to capture Tchepone appar ntly for political and 

m ral rea on 

eneral bram by now extrem ly fru tra d ith hieu' .ction umm d 

up the ituation in a m ag nt to G n ral Lam brams tated ' You go in there 

ju t long nough to take a pi and then leave qui kly (Kimball 245 ." 

inally, n 7 March the outh i tnarn occupied the d rt d illage of 

chepone and on arch they bandoned it. a ing behind many of th ir I 30 

a ualtie to an uncertain fate in the hand of th orth j tnam Hal man, 

4 6). 

n 7 April 1971 ixon proclaimed in a tel i d pe ch to th Am rican 

pc pl that the outh i tname had d mo□ trated in Lao that 'with ut 
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m rican ad i or they ( R ) c uld fight effecti ely again t the v ry best troops 

orth Vietnam could put in th fi ld. on quently J can report tonight that 

ietnamization ha succeed d Haldeman 4 .' Privately, how ver ixon and 

Ki singer thought LAM O 719 "wa clearly not a uccess 'and had expo ed 

lingering defici ncie in Vietnamization (Haldeman 489). 

Th other major prob I ms cau d by the debacle of LAM O 719, was that 

the orth Vietname view d the operation a "a big d feat" for Vietnamization 

which encouraged the communi t to per i t and endure realizing that American 

d - scalation would very hortly be completed (Haldeman 490). The op ration 

al o expo ed a gigantic logi tical problem that the outh Vi tnarne e were never 

able to rectify that being without American logistic xperts in country R • was 

tremely hard pre ed to mo e the supplies n eded for large operation . hi 

would ome to haunt AR the following pril when th ommunist initiated 

their larg t attack of the entir war. 

Th stat d trategy behind the inva ion of . aos wa to cut A upply 

Line along the Ho hi Minh Trail. ln January, the bas at Khe anh, which bad 

been abandon d in 196 , wa reopened to pro ide a Jogi tic center for the 

inva ion. Marine helicopt r wer used to mo e upplie and artill ry from amp 

arroll to K.he anh. By that time the Marine had r ceiv d 175mm gun of their 

own. he ingl Marine artillery battalion in north m 1 orps was the 175mm gun 

battery Jo at d at amp arroll. till quietly oldiering on F Battery continued to 
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provide upport t the Marin s from amp Carroll earching for ev r more lu ive 

A tub and rocket artillery. 

The outh Vietname e had been preparing for the inva ion of Lao wee 

1969 although the operational p cific w re either cla ified secret or not y t 

written. 

During l 969 the t rm 'Vietnamization' wa coined. Es entially 

Vietnamization called for the AR 

could go home. 

to tak on a larger combat role o American 

Vietnam proclaim d a new cour e of action, which the U.S. refi rred to as 

Vietnamization (Hinh, 8 . Under th d ctrin of Vietnamization the United tate 

would begin removing its combat troop and turning over the pro ecution of the 

war to th oldi r of the Republic of Vietnam. To facilitate the withdrawal of 

United tate troop the Armed Force of the R pubLic of Vietnam w r rapidly 

expanded and modernized. 

The years 1969 and 1970 brought unpr cedented d velopment to the 

armed force of th Republic of Vietnam. Their total tr ngth was rapidly increa ed 

from 700 000 in early 196 to nearly on million in late 1970 report d AR Maj. 

Gen. guyen Duy Hinh. RVN combat force consisted of ten infantry djvi ion 

fully equipped with m dern weapon including heavy artillery and armor d 

vehicle . he general reserve fore on i t d of th Airborne and Marine 

Di ision both up to trength and thoroughly combat worthy. In addition am10r 

artillery, engineer and I gistic capabiliti \: r rapidly improved and training 
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faciliti were developed in order to pro ide for the n d of a million-man army 

(Hinh, ). 

What Happened During Lam on 719 

The Lam on 719 incursion into ambodia in February 1971 was th last 

and arguably the worst run offen iv op ration during menca involvem nt in 

Vietnam. merican aviation companie , including the 282nd were ent north to 

Dong Ha ombat Ba e 12 air mile from Khe anh, to prepare for the inva ion. 

Security was tight and all they knew wa that th week ahead wer going to b 

very dangerou . ixon had re tricted any . . ground troop from ent ring Lao -

even U .. ad isor - except for aviation as t r supplying and otherwi e 

upporti ng the AR adventure. Th aviator would be on their o, n. 

Without even knowing where or why it wa in Dong Ha the 2 2nd 

prepared for the biggest and mo t hazardou mis ions it flew during the entir war. 

At 1000 hour , February 9 1971 American a iation a et combat a aulted AR 

irbome and Hae Bao pecial operation unit onto thee carpm nt ov rlooking 

th border and across the Tchepone River into Lao . oon a they had ecured 

the critical pa age the re t of the AR inva ion force was cheduled to follow. 

The id a wa to capture the Laotian villag of Tch pone, ever the Ho hi Minh 

Trail there, and d troy the V upport troop and ba es in the area b for th 

could react. he AR VN ere xpected to reach their obj ctive within thr e 

da olan 123 ). " 
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Seven aircraft incJuding Blackcat Ii k, were hot down the fir t day. 

orth Vietname e anti-aircraft fir wa o thick that entire area around chepon 

were left al.on . Of p cial dread to the Huey er w were the lethal 12.7 machin 

gun the VA u ed to "ho e down ' the helicopter a th y flew o erhead. 

De pit the initial resi tanc th in ader had a relatively ea y time for the 

fir t four day of Lam on 719. They cut numerous branche of the Ho bi Miah 

Trail uncovered hundred of mpty bunkers while encountering very few NV A 

soldi r . 

That all changed on the fourth day. Viciou fir fights broke out all over the 

regrnn a VA regular from the 324B Division - eteran of fighting 

Marine for four year - trearo d into the area to defend the trail. ub equently the 

RVN were routed from Lao . For three weeks American tele i ion wer filled 

with disheartening images of outh Vietname e oldiers crambling for their live 

after abandoning weapon and heavy quipment without a fight. Through it all the 

l tAR Divi ion maintained it integrity and withdrew in good order although 

it u tained more than 2 000 ca ualtie . 

During th three-week inva ion American helicopter flew more than 

90000 orti into Lao. ti a t219aviator were kill dand 11 wereli t da 

mi ing-in- action. In addition , I 07 helicopter w re lo t, including 53 Huey and 

another 609 were damaged. The Blackcat lo t 23 flight er wmen, including 13 

dead and four mi sing-in- action. 



lot of them wer friend of mine,' Wall aid. "H was uch a tupid, 

poorly don [expletive deleted] I till don't believe it 30 year later." 
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hapter X 

The La t Gasps Along Mc amara s F ace 

In March 1970 after the AR retreated back to LZ Vand rgrift the 12th 

Marine Pro i ional 175mm Battery "5th Battery") - ix 175mm P guns that had 

been tation d at amp arroll - left Vi tnam. The gun wer n1med ov r to the 

AR . Except for a handful of advi or the Marine Corp wa fini hed with amp 

J.J. arroU. 

So wa F Batt ry. lt wa withdrawn to Dong Ha, stood down, and its color 

retired. In four year it had made many mall but important contributions toward 

ecuring I orp . When it withdrew enemy activity in th region wa at a tand till 

and the war eem d a stalemate. The outb Vietname e grudgingly manned the fir 

suppot1 ba built along the DMZ by the American . De pite the potential danger 

as clos a 700 meter away across the Ben Hai River the ba were minimally 

manned by outh Vietname e troops. 

On June 1 , 1971 ecretary of D tin e Melvin Lafrd announc d that 90 

p rcent of the combat responsibility for the war in Vietnam had b en a um d by 

the ARVN armed forces. Vietnamization wa proc eding on chedule he aid 

.M. 147). 

U .. Marine orp pre ence in I orp had fallen from O 000 men to 250. 

By the end of 1971 enemy activity along the DMZ wa at it !owe t level ince th 

day of Operation Hasting in I 66. The rd AR Di i ion an w unit of 11 203 
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men was as ign d to duty along the DMZ. The tr op wer only marginally 

train d with little experience fighting in th ar a. Th center of AR defen e 

along th DMZ wa amp arroll where an infantry regiment and five artill ry 

battalion w re located, making it tJ1 large t ARYN base in I orp (U .. M. 147 . 

On March 30, 1972 th A launched it large t offen iv o far in the 

Vietnam War. early 30 000 oldier with tank artill ry and mi d the 

DMZ. Hundred of rocket and artillery h 11 lamrn d into amp arroll and 

very other ARYN installation in the ar a. arroll r ceived more than 200 round 

of o iet 130mm fire in the fir t hour of the attack. Igloo Whit sen ors detected 

th move , but U. . foreign policy now pre ented American force from taking 

pr emptive action. The VA clo ed on northern I orps for the econd time. 

The .S. rmy advi er to the AR at amp Carroll noted that the enemy 

incoming rounds caused tremendou morale problem because the outh 

Vietname were not u ed to being on the receiving end of accurate artillery fire. 

Three regiment of NV A artillery continu d to pound the ARV fireba s, firing 

more than 11,000 rounds in the frr t day of the' Eastertide Offen ive (U.S.M.C 

123)." 

s R gun crew sought belt r their counter batt ry fire becam less 

and le effi ctive, and the VA offen ive continu d to inten ify. The only gun 

that could reach th VA 130mm artill ry w re th 175mm gun at amp arroll 

and Dong Ha. Whene er the AR 175mm gun fued the count r d with a 

hea ier barrage. he R artill rymen abandoned their po ition . 
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ith the fall f AR ba in thew t an lin wa 

e tabli h d with atT 11 at the for front. rtill ry atta k on amp arroll 

int n ifi d a th A ought to liminate the bigg t danger t their attackin 

infantry. artill ry ob er er watch d every h lie pter attempting to re upply 

amp arroll and fir d at th landing z ne wh nth h licopt r w re r I a ing 

th ir load . h lac cat I t two more hip although th ir er w wer r cov r d. 

By pril 2 eight AR 

on amp arroll. 

fir ba e h.ad fallen and th b gan ground attack 

he ommand r of amp ieut nant olon I Pham an Dinh, 

wh had b c me a nati nal h ro fi r hi a tion during the T t Offi n i of I 

Dinh had a the uth ietname e flag o itadel in Hue 

th AR 

12.' 

th situation wor n d n r amp arroll 

di i ion c mmand rt Id Dinh to act "ash th ught pr p r Hinh 

t 1430 hour n ril 2, l 72, Dinh communicat d t th rnra 10 

that amp arroll would urr nd r, and a whit flag wa rai d ov r th main gate 

fth camp. Th would hold the region until th end f th war. 

Th American ad i r w re tunned by the camp' urr nd r whjch I ft a 

cata trophic oid in th hrinking R defi n iv !in . he outh i tnam 

vemm nt begged fi r 8-52 trik s again t amp arro11 in an effort to d n 

u t th orth Vietnames , but b for th y c uld trik th had mo ed ut 
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the elf-prop lied gun . Later the mo t powerful gun one in th outh 

Vi tnarne e armory were u d again t th rn. 

e than 24 hour aft r hi urrender, Lt. ol. Dinh made a broadca t over 

Radio Hanoi tating that he had been well-treated by the ommuni t and urged aJI 

R oldjer to r fu to fight. Today, Dinh i a rngh-ranking official of the 

ommuni t gov rnment in Hue. 
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HAPTER Xl 

Operation Linebacker I & II 

B-52 taking ofT from Guam. Photo 

The la t big Am ri an battle of 

th Vi tnam W r wa an air battle. 

topp d on the ground by a 

w II- quipp d and marginally tronger 

outh i tname land force. and 

rated in it attempt t h Id ut for a p litical win, th 01th Vietname c had 

the trategy of talling for tim . ◄ or aJmo t a ye r orth Vi tname 

n g tiator in Pari had be n dragging their h l ov r minor matt rs contain d in 

th o-call d ··Pari Peac Ac ord ." 

i on. wh had promi d th American pe pl h w uld obtain ··p ac 

ith h n r • in uth a t A ia, • a n I a happy man. He want d peace h wanted 

itnow,andh want dAmericanpri on r ofwarreturn dhome. on ofth e 

demand \J ere negotiable. at lea t publi ly. 

orth ietnam poli y of intran igenc ad pted a poli y ofmi lita1y o rcion. 

he ed of the in backer ampa1gn wer plant d on Mar h 30. 1972. 

when 1th ietnarn laun h d a larg , three-pr ng d in a ion f outh lnam 

u ing tank and mo il arm red unit . arn d b lglo human 

int lligence, and radio intercept , the outh ietname e ere partially prepar d to 

defend h ir ountry. 
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he bigge t batt le came at An oc, a backwat r town inc ntral Yi tnam 

where, by th nd of Jun , the A had lo tall of it tank and a11illery to South 

Yi tname e and American air power. When the offen iv came to a halt however, 

North Vietnam had occupied much of outh Vietnam below the DMZ and a trip of 

land along the outh Yietname e bord r with ao and ambodia. 

Because of the orth Vietnamese offi n iv Nixon on May 8 uspended 

p ac talks and ordered Operation inebacker 1, the renewed bombing of 011h 

Vietnam and the aerial mining of it harbors and river . Although not a large .in 

scope as Linebacker II the campaign fired huge prate ts from anti-war group 

condemnations from the world community and more American casualti . When 

North Vi tnam app ared r ady to talk peace in October yet another bombing halt 

wa ordered. It appeared that ixon ' get tough policy had worked 

orth Yi tnam th n balked for two month over some of the cea e-fire 

provi ion . Fru trated ixon ord red on December 18 1972 the heaviest bombing 

of the war against Hanoi and Haiphong dubbed "Operation Lineback r 11." 

For 11 days, the USAF pounded every po sible military and tran portation 

target it could id ntify with B-52 and tactical fighter . This brought a orth 

Vietrlame e agreement on December 29 tor turn to the peace table. nlike 

previou bombing campaign Linebacker TI provided the Air Fore and avy 

force with specific targ t by removing many of the cumbersome, restrictiv rule 

of engagement restriction that pre iously cau d uch demoralizing fru tration 

with P ntagon planner . 
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Lineba k r U al alled the • hri tma Bombing " wa ordered aft r 

on told the Joint Chief of taff to find him an ace ptable p ac ... and he 

didn't care how they got it a long a they didn't introduce nuclear weapons. 

Operation LIN B K R IJ was th third large t aerial campaign mce 

W rid War IL Only the two Gulf War air operation are larger. 

More than 000 sortie and 40,000 ton of bomb later Linebacker II wa 

over. At the conclu ion the United tate anned fore had o erwhelmed th mo t 

concentrated air defen es in the world, pen trated deep into the mo t heavily 

defended region in orth Vietnam, and literally de troyed large waths of orth 

Vietnames territory, including formerly "hand off target in and around Hanoi 

and Hai Phuong Harbor. 

The North Vietname e dubbed the venture "The Elephant Walk" (Boyne 

Vol. 0 o. IL) because of the cl um y predictable route taken by the B-52s on 

their way from Guam and Thailand. 

Target for the fir t 01tie ere th Hoa ac irfield, Kep Airfi Id Phuc 

Yen Airfield , Kinh o vehicle repair facility Yen Vien railroad yard the Hanoi 

rai lroad repair The ir orce wa upported by Navy tactical air attack ortie 

center d in th c a tal ar a around Hanoi and Haiphong. here were 505 avy 

ortie in thi area during Lin backer IL Th carrier p ration : Ent rpri e, 

Saratoga, Ori kany, America and Ranger parti.cipat din Lineba ker 11 

(http://www.fa .org/man/dod-1 Ol /op /linebacker-2.htm). 

116 



ir raft f th e nth Fie t performed th mo text n i e aerial mining 

op ration in hi t r en my' main avenue of upply during th 

Lin ba ker p rati n . Th in ba k r l r e ding of the mine field , a r um d 

and one ntrated trik were earned out ag in t urface-to-air mi ile and anti­

airer ft artill ry it n my army barra k , p trol wn torag ar a Haiphong 

aval and hipyard area , and railroad and tru k tati n . 

Betw en 1 and 22 D c rnber th avy conducted 11 Lineback r n 

ta ti aJ trik u, orth i tnam. h attack targ t d Haiphong and included 

surfa e-to-air mis ile and anti-air raft artill ry in tallation railroad and 

highway . I o hamm r d wa th hanh Hoa rmy barra k the Haiphong Na al 

Ba e p trol um centers and oth r target . Mo t of the target were al o pound d 

in Lin backer I 

Until th cea e-fir ending c mbat operati n in Vi tnam t ok effect n 

2 January 197 U, merica and the oth r carrier pa troll d off th coa t f 

ietnam conducting trik operation in support of troop and targ ting trategic 

targ t throughout orth ietnam. 

ne imm liat re ult of th hri tmas bombing\! a that the tal mat d 

p ac talks r um don January 7 . Within 30 day orth ietnam 

n g tiat r L Due Th and f t t H nry Ki inger reach d a final 

agr em nt and ign d th Pari Peac 

after that 5 l Arn rican prison r of war w re rel a d t r turn h me to U1e 

nit d late and m rica ' in ol mcnt in ietnam \ a almo to r. 
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Lin b k r II, ]though th "la t" battl fought in ietnam by m rican 

for e , wa not itJ10ut a h avy cost. Before th ele n-day bombing campaign 

\I a over orth ietnam Ru ian- upplied -2 uid line anti-aircraft mi ile 

ould hoot 2 air raft down. Fift en of th aircraft were Bo ing B-52 

trato ortre . Thirty-one of the B-52 crewm mb r hot d n re aptur d 

and h Id a P Ws. t the end of the eleven-day mi n nin ty-thr oth r 

er wm mber re Ii ted a mi sing in a tion. 

In the United tates however, the i ue of who on the battl fought tho e 

en Dec mber nigh in I in1portant than the I ng-term impact of Li.n backer 

I I. Lin back r II wa th fir t tim that con ntional bombing alone v a p rceiv d 

a ha ing brought about an nd to a confli t and wh n the co t of the b mbing wa 

com par d to th co t of th land war in Vietnam the diffi r nc wa tark. 
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Di cu ion and on lu ion 

n Mar h 1972, the A launched it larg t offen iv far in th 

ietnam ar. arly O 0 ldi r with tank artiJI ry and anti-air raft 

d th DMZ. Hundred of ro ket and art-ill ry 

amp arroll and very other R in tallati n in the ar a. 

than 200 round of oviet 130mm fir in th first hour of the attack. Igloo Whit 

sen ors detected the mov , but . . foreign policy n w prevented Am rican 

force from taking preemptive action. Th VA clo don north m I orp for th 

cond tim ( .. M. , 121). 

re 

he U .. Army advi r to th RVN at amp arroll noted that th enemy 

incoming rowJds cau ed tremendou moral problem becau e th outh 

Vietnam were not u ed to b ing on the r c iving nd of accurat artill ry fue . 

Three regiment of A artill ry continu d to pound the R 

more than 11 ,000 r und in the fi..r t day f the ' a tertid 

121 . 

fir ba e firing 

(U ... C, 

gun er w ought helter th ir counter battery fir b cam le 

and I ff ecti and th continued to inten ify. The onl gun 

that ould rea h th A I mm artillery w r th 175mm gt1J1 at amp arroll 

and Dong Ha. Wh n er the R 175mm gun fir d the counter d ith a 

hea ier barrag fa curate fir . The AR artill rym n aband n d their po ition . 

ith th fall of R b in th tin wa 

e tabli h d with arroll the hinge. rtillery attack on amp arroll inten ifi d 

1 I 



the V ought to liminat the biggest danger to their attacking infantry. NV A 

artillery ob rver watch d every helicopter attempting to re upply amp Carroll 

and fir d at the landing zone when the belie pter were r I a ing their loads. The 

Blackcat Jo t two mor hips although their crew wer recov red. By April 2 

eight AR fireba es had fallen and th VA began ground attack on amp 

arroll. 

The command r of amp arroll was Lieutenant olon l Pham Van Dinh 

who had become a national hero for hi actions during th Tet Offen ive of 196 

Dinh had as i ted in raising the outh Vi tnames flag over the itadel in Hue 

when it was retaken from the NV A. A the ituation worsened n ar amp Carroll 

the RVN division commander told Dinh to a t "a be thought proper ( guyen 

Hinh 12 ." 

At 1430 hour on April 2, 1972 Dinh communicated to the A via radio 

that amp Carroll would urrend r, and a whit flag wa rai ed over the main gat 

of the camp. The VA would hold th r gion until the end of the war. 

he American adviser w r stunned by the camp' surrender which left a 

cata trophic void in the shrinking AR defensive line. Th outh Vietnam e 

government begg d for B-52 trike again t amp Carroll in an ffort to deny it 

u e to the North Vietnam e but before they ould trike the A had moved out 

the elf-prop lied gun . Later, th mo t po\! erful gun once in th outh 

ietnarne e armory were u d against them. But B-52 were no long r a ailable for 
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tactical mi ion . It would take omething really big to bring them out in the 

political climat that xi t d in 1972 ( hulim on). 

Less than 24 hour after hi urrend r t. ol. Dinh made a broadca t over 

Radio Hanoi stating that he had been weU-treated by the ommunists and urged all 

AR soldier to r fuse to fight. Today Dinh i a high-ranking official of th 

ommunj t governm nt in Hue. 

hortly after th loss of amp Carroll , American airpower and determined 

South Vi tnam se re i tance from the 1 t AR Infantry Divi ion bartered the 

invading orth Vietnamese Army. Badly wounded the VA pulled back into its 

anctuaries in Laos and ambodia to regroup. Then xt I months in the region 

passed with relative peace. ome historians have since argued that during the qui t 

time th orth wa simply waiting for the American pre nee to di app ar before it 

fini hed off it hated adversary· thereby proving that the Mc amara in was at 

b ta mti ance and at wor tan expensive exercise in futility. 

The few proponents of the Mc amara Line claim that the new abilitie of 

the AR , coupled with American electronic technology dete1Ted the orth 

ietnamese from attacking again until 1974 giving the South Vietnamese plenty of 

time to prepar it defense . They argue that it wa the Allie political and military 

will not the failure of the electronic fence, which cau ed th ultimat defi at of the 

outh Vietnamese in northern I orp . 

he Mc amara Lin ne er topped orth Vietname e infiltration into the 

outh, and it never phy ically topped a powerful NV thn1 t aero th border. 
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Y t t\: ice th V had torrn d aero the e t rn bord r of South Vietnam and 

twice Mc amara' lectronic F n e had ound d tb alarm. 

v n the determined orth ietname e and it Communi t back r could 

not affi rd th mat riaJ los e inflict don it by ma sive .. air trike on targets 

id ntifi d by Lgloo Whit ensor . ft wa nough to give American and South 

i tnam commander adequat warning to pr pare counter-mea ures. Becau e the 

orth Vietname feared American firepower and knew ma ing along th 

northwe t m corner of South ietnam would bring it to b ar, the concept and 

xecution of M amara' lectronic Fenc wa a ringing ucce . 

Proponents could argue it worked it worked o well in fact that the orth 

Vi tname e made a trategic and political dee· ion to move the war into Laos and 

ambodia where .S. inter ts wer more pr cariou and th percei ed n d for 

involvement e en .le popular than in outh Vi tnam. 

Th orth d ci ion to do o pened a Pandora' Box that wa n 't clo d 

until the • . . gav up and left Soutbea t A ia for twenty year . 

More troubling the ded ion to bomb ambodia ecr tly ta dangerou 

preced nt for American policy mak r . ince th ambodian x rci e th United 

tate military ha frequently found ju tification for coloring potentially earth­

hatt ring operation to "protect national ecurity." It i enerally unclear whom 

tho e ecret are b ing protected fr m. 

H nc it is appropriate to once again quot Kis inger "Once th deci ion 

had b n mad in principle that ommuni t i lati n of amb dia' n utrality 
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ju tified aggr recipro aJ action it wa not difficult to repeat th perfonnance 

( hawcro 26). 

To thi day depo ed and r instat d ambodian I ader Prince ihanouk 

denies he ever approved the bombing of bi ambodia. ihanouk deni s it ntirely 

and constantly tw nty-nine y ar later while Henry Ki iog r continues a 

adamantly to claim oth rwi e. It really doe n ' t matter anymore whether ihanouk 

approved it or not. ambodia has been de troy d and rebuilt twice ince then each 

tim coming back weaker and poor r. 

Bee au e of th ucc s of Mc amara' lectronic Fence to pr vent the 

infiltration of orth Yi tname troop into th outh ol ly through Lao the 

ommuni t mo d their infiltration route west and south forcing th war in 

ambod ia piraled entirely out of control. lt wa another unintended con. equence 

of Mc amara s Electronic f; nee. 

Ironically one po itive by-product of bombing ambodia in rubble, a well 

as forcing the orth Yietname e to negotiate ol ly u ing air int rdiction wa its 

relatively co t-effective nature. An air campaign i con iderably cheaper to mount 

and su tain than inva ion force landing armie , and t nuou supply line and 

threat ned garri on . 

The concept of 'ch ap war' gen rated by the twin bombing campaigns in 

Cambodia and orth i tnam - to hich the d truction of Laos i grossly 

underr presented - wa not lo ton American political lead r . For the next two 

decade air a ault ha e pro ided a low co t policy option. Th fir t Gulf War 

123 



amplified the per ption and the cond Gulf War will no doubt a sur that thi 

trend will remain. America' first choice for mjJitary action to achiev a political 

solution wa now conventional air trike - anoth r unintended con equence of 

McNamara' Electronic Fence. 

Ultimately the ucces of the Igloo White operation in warning the outh 

Vi tnamese of impending inva ion from Lao and orth Vietnam prolonged the 

conflict instead of bringing it to its bitter end. Had Mc amara lectronic Fence 

failed to warn the outh Vietnamese defender of the Ea ter Offensive, U.S. air 

a et u ed for the Linebacker operation would probably have been needed in 

outh Vietnam, forestalling any coercive pressme on the orth to come back to the 

p ac tab) . R vi ioni t claim that without th barrier th outh would have fallen 

in 1972. But it was ther and the orth tname e w re tymied in their attempt to 

conquer the South for another 30 m nth . 

Regardle s of the ucc es of Mc arnara's Electronic Fence American 

political and military upport for th war eventually dried up. Without its 

customary U .. air power and winged mobility the ARVN in I orp lowly 

yielded th initiative to the VA. M anwhil America s ma sive electronic 

pre ence along the Ho hi Minh trnil powered down I aving the outh Vietname e 

uddenly lo tin th impenetrable fog of war. 

During th fir t eek of May 1974 the North ietname e again went on th 

offensive in northern I orps. Without Igloo White en or to ound the alarm the 

offen ive wa a relati e urpri e. In hart rd r [ orp , then 11 orps fell. Huge 
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column of orth ietname e tank and artillery thundered outheast aero 

ilitary Region One and Two the names the outh Vietname e preferred for 

identifying th fom1er north m corps area . Without the facilitie of Igloo White 

and its thou and of en or and att nding trike aircraft the V mo ed with 

virtual impunity through the orth m province often urpii ing local defender 

and routing them with bar ly a fight. 

In the ummer and fall of 1974 most of Military Region Thr fell 

thr atening the South Vietname e capitol at aigon. he writing wa on the wall 

and merica completely tum d it back on it form rally. The foJlowing pring 

the V conquer d the remainder of the country capturing aigon and ending the 

war on April 30 1975. With.out Mc amara' electronic legacy it would probably 

have fallen long before. Saigon fall wa the final unintended con equ nee of 

Mc arn.ara' lectronic Fence. 
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Epilogue 

Jam s ack Wall urvived hi two 12-month tour m ietnam. Today he i 

a ealthy, sue e ful , 53-year-old bu ine man receiving I 00% disability from the 

Veteran Administration for Po t raumat ic tres Di order and several servic -

connected phy ical maladie . H served a 14-month F deral pri on term for tax 

eva ion in the late ightie and uffered a sub equent mental breakdown that left 

him re iding in a cardboard box b hind th incinnati alvation Army 

Headquart rs for a few month . 

During hi 24 month of almost daily combat Wall garnered ev ral medal 

for valor, received shrapn 1 wound , wa shot down twice, era hed once lo t two 

door gunn r to enemy a tion, and h lple ly watched his platoon l ader and crew 

die a fi ry death 100 m ter away. He attribute both hi fortune and mi fortune to 

hi 24-month combat tour flying h licopter in I Corp during ome of th fierce t 

battle of the war. 
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