DRAMA GIVEN IN
THE LATIN TONGUE
AT LINDENWOOL}

(By the Rev. H. Thomas

An intellectual feast was of]
fered last evening, Friday a
the Lindenwood College, in th
form of a latin play entitled]
“A Roman Marriage”, whicl
was enjoyed by a limited num
ber and well deserved a great
er attendance. The entire pro
duction, under the supervision
of Miss Porterfield, in the Latiy
language was very good. Al
spoke their parts distinetly. N(
programs were “distributed, s
we cannot comment on the in
dividual players, but we wis
to congratulate the faculty and
all of the young ladies on thei
excellent production.  The fol
lowing is a synopsis of th
play, translated:

Marriage was held to be s
duty of every Roman and those
who neglected it were obliged
to pay a fine or tax. It tookl
gleacv at an early age, the mald

ing sometimes but fourteen
and the female only twelv

ears. It was preceded by

solemn betrothment, in whicl
the father of the bride gav
his nassent to the request o
the bridegroom. Friends andj
relatives were present as wit-
nesses; the marriage contract
_was written and sealed, the
_bride received from her be-
trothed a ring as a vledge
of his fidelity and the whole
ceremony was concluded with
8 feast. In fixing the day of
marriage, care was taken to
select one of those esteemed
tucky or fortunate. The trans-
ference of the bride from her
father’s power to the hands of
the husband was accompanied
by a religious ceremony and
8 sort of consecration by the
pontifex maximus, the high
priest. On the day of marriage,
the bride was adorned with a
veil and a new robe. The sac-
rifice ordered on the marringe
day was a pigeon, presented
especially to Juno, as the god-
dess of marriage. The conduct-
ing of the bride to the resi-
dence of the husband, which
took place in the evening, was
attended likewise with cere-
monies. She was taken, as it
were, forcibly from the arms
of her mother, and was lefted
over the threshold of both
houses, as it was omnous to
touch it with the feet. She
was supported by two youths,
one on each side, a third pre-
deded her with a lighted torch
and a fourth carrying the
bride’s various toys. She an-
nointed the door posts with
oil.  She then entered and
called aloud for the bridegroom,
who immediately came and of-
fered her the key to the house.
She then lighted with a torch
the fire of the stove and prayed
kneeling to the goddess Juno.

Sic itur ad astra.

—H. Thomas.




