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Franklin  Nov 5. 1825 

Hon. James Barbour 

   Sir,  

   We have the honor to inform you that we commenced an examination of 

the country and left Fort Osage the frontiers of Missouri near Fort Osage on the 17th July, 

running a line as we proceeded in the direction of Santa Fe.  

On the 9th of August we obtained a meeting with the Chiefs and head men of the Great and Little 

Osage Indians and on the 16th of that month, with those of the Kansas nation. From both of these 

we procured, by treaty, their consent to the marking if the road, and the unmolested use thereof to 

our own citizens and those of the Mexican Republic. There being no other interfering tribes 

claiming territory on the route, we proceeded to the confines of New Mexico, arriving at the 

boundary line of the U. S. early in September. Where we waited till the 20th, daily expecting 

further instructions relative to the continuation of the road.  

Believing that longer delay might be prejudicial to the public service, and that to render the road 

through our country of public utility it was important that it should approach the Mexican 

Territory at a point where travelers would find no insurmountable able obstructions in passing 

direct to the Mexican settlements, we concluded that one of the commissioners with a small party 

should proceed to Santa Fe to winter, and the other two return to our own settlements, locating 

and marking the principal sections of the road as they passed. Accordingly on that day Mr. Sibley 

set out for Santa Fe, the undersigned for our own frontier.  

We have located and marked the principal part of the road and shall be able to complete it and 

make a full (and we hope satisfactory) report in the ensuing spring. Should Mr. Poinsett, 



however, be able to make an arrangement for the continuation of the road as contemplated by the 

Act of Congress in time for us to join Mr. Sibley early in spring at Santa Fe, the whole business 

may be completed in the course of the spring and summer. The treaties will be forwarded in a 

few days by a private conveyance.  

We have the honorable with great respect 

Yr. Obdt. Servt.  

B. H. Reeves 

Thomas Mather 
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