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Howard Mo. June 9™ 1825
Dr sir,

Yours of the 22" and of the 29" ulto came to hand, the former I answered by the return mail, but
an informed that the mail carrier past the Fayette office without calling. Consequently my answer
to yours of the 22", remains in the office I will take it out tomorrow. When I deposit this such

conduct in the post office establishment is highly conceivable, to say the least of it.

The mail which brought me yours of the 29™ ult. Also brought me a note from Col. Logan who
wishes to accompany the Commissioners as hunter, etc. I have known Col. L. for many years. He
is a worthy and enterprising man and would no doubt be considerable service to the
Commissioners. I could yet make room for him on my list as a hand if [ were certain that he
could be apprised of that fact in time to meet us before our departure. Owing to the irregularity
of the mail from this place. I would like a line from you from St. Louis, if there will be time for it
to reach him before we set out. From your suggestions in favor of Mr. George Wert, I have
enrolled his name on my list. He may be serviceable as an interpreter. I concur with you on the
subject conditional volunteer services, but can see no impropriety in permitting traders who may
wish to visit the Mexican provinces to accompany us, upon the fundamental conditional that they

go upon their own resources and implicitly conform to our camp regulations.

It would have been impossible for me to have met you in St. Louis by the 10" inst for the
purpose of negotiating with the Osages and Kansas. I had not time to reach that place after the
receipt of your letter. Those tribes will have to return through Jefferson, or nearly so. If you can

make any arrangement with them to that effect we may treat with them at that place.



The wagons, you inform me, will be in St. Charles by the 14™ or 15" inst. I am very anxious for
their arrival here. The season is so far advancing that if we do not let out soon it will be almost

useless for us to do so this season.

Mr. Bynum cannot accompany us as chief of the working party and Mr. Emmons, as [ am
informed, has left this week for Santa Fe. In consequence of this I have engaged a Mr. Stephan
Cooper to accompany us in that character. His knowledge of the intermediate country will

render him highly useful as a pilot. I hope the appointment meets with your approbation.

Should you have not been able to procure a small piece of artillery, Mr. Hood of Franklin has

one which can be had.

The anxiety to accompany us is considerable. I am worn out with applications and am sorry to
see those who cannot go become excited. That course which I have pursued has proceed from the
best dictates of my heart, and one which I intend steadfastly to pursue, the animadversions of Mr.
“St.Fe” notwithstanding. That writer seems to insinuate that in the appointment of Mr. Brown the
Comsnrs. were influenced by political considerations. I was influenced by no such motives, nor

do I believe you was.

I have not seen Mr. Boggs but once since my return from St. Louis and then but for a few
moments on our way up. I am led to believe he felt himself disappointed in not obtaining the
appointment which he sought. His friends thought if he had my support he would be sure of the
appointment. This, I think, was his own impression. I regret extremely much that any
misconception should exist between you and hope when you see and converse with each other,
thar that the understanding may be such that your friendship will not be impaired. Your note to

me when on your way to meet your family was handed me by Mr. Boggs but the contents of the



note were not communicated to him. My own as were as my family’s health is improving, altho,

my wife is yet confined to her room.

With much esteemed respect

Yr Obt. Servt.

Ben H. Reeves

George C. Sibley
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