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To. Gen . Charle s Gratiot 
Chief Ensigner war Dept . 

Sir : 

(Copy ) 
Washing t on June l5 , 1832 . 

I n cons equence of your siggustion t o that eff ec t I have proposed , 
a.11d herewith hand you an a bstract of t te Voucher pe rtai ni ng t o the disburse­
men t ac count of the late c ommi s si oner on th e Road f ro cn Missouri t o New Mexico , 
exhi biting or .acc ounting a s I am able t o d o it what porticn of the expendi tures 
(as shown by the Vouchers a re p r oper l y char ,3"eab le to each of the two heads 
of the appropriation res pe ctive . From th is abst rac t you will ascertain that 
in carr y ing the Ae t of Congress into effe ct under which they acted the 
Com'1. issi oners exp ended $ 18670 . 44 or tha t b ranch of their tr ust re lat i ve t o t he 
Survey and markin g of the Ro ad , i ns tead of $ 10 , 000 th e sum named in the Ac t 
as for that object. 

That or the b ranch relatin g t o Treaties with I ndians they had occasion 
to use only $ 12 , 827 . 10 of the t20 , ooo specifi ed · i n '.. the said Act fo r that purpose 
and that their who l e net expenditur es amou...rited t o the sum of $31,4 97 . 5 ':l: of 
which $14 97 . 54was furnished by the Conr:1iss i oners . 

.L t must be per fectl y ob vio.:us that tbe commi s s i oners c ouldn ' t have 
·di s bursed the a ppr opriation conf orming , exactly o r i n any wa y nea r l y to 
t h e ori gin made of it in the Ac t of Congress , withw t a great waste of trme 
and money ; nor could t hey , without rmch care l es s expe n se even ·re gu late thei r 
expe.11diture s a greeab l y to the ss rvice of the Secretary of War, so as to 
show with g reater a r ::.:u rac y t hou it is done in the a.bstra:ct herewi th pre se nted 
t he ac t ual expense of survey ing and mar k ing the r oad dist inctly rom tha t 
of the Treati e s with Indians . 

The twofo l d du t ies as signed t o the commissi oner were found by them 
on ent ering t he fi e ld of tho., e dut ies to be n ec e s sarily blended and ins e­
parabl y urge d in t he sing l e object of the Act of Cong ress whic h as its little 
i po st was only i -1 tended "To Authorise the President of the United s tat e s t o 
cause a r oad t o be mar,ced a.ut fro '.!l the We s t9rn fr on tier of Mi ssouri t o the 
t onfines of New Mexico . 

As t o the compensati on t o the Corrr1issi onery f o r thei r personal 
services as · i n tended to b-- presc ribed by 1he Sec retary of War in his lett er 
of Instruction of 26th March 1825 9 :hf any doubt could properly aris e on that 
point it may have be en en tirel y removed b y the assurances of t he Hon . Maj. 
Bren t on and Kane of the Senate (who directed t he details of the Bill of 
furni shed the e s t imate and) that the i ntention of the Se.cretary ' s let ter was 
undoubted l y t o fix the pay of t he Comi'liss i oners at $8 a day fo r the whole 
time t hey were empl oyed in exac tly the Act of Congres s . Any other 
insturction woul d in fact invo lve so many gross i nc onsis t enc i e s a nd respo.nsible 
s e rvic es as t o r ender t o the Commi s si oner s ve r y emct injus tice . It 'is 
c er t ain that under no other constructi on woul d or cou l d the Com:n issi oner 
have a c cepted thei r appointments . 

I will al l ow rrr1self t o hope Si r that with the .explanation now 
gi ven ~and I am here pur po s i ng t o af~o rd any o ther that may oe asked. 
There ac counts wil l n ow b e a dju3ted and finally set t led . 

With g reat resp ect 
t si gned ) G. C . ;:ii b 1 ey . 
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