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The Nature o( the Thesis Exh i biLion 

Abo~t the works of this exhibition, I tried s ome

ing new and used s everal di fferent styles LO Express 

the s ubjects . They are Impressionism, Cubism, and s ome 

c harac t eristics of Expres sionism and col~r (Leld paint

ing. I do not imitate c:hem but they really made an 

impression on me. This show is an entire }ear's experi

ment. I hope I can develop new ideas f rom them. 
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Description o f Work 

In the first university I attended, my majo r was 

philosophy, not art. I was very inte rested in arts 

and f ol lowed some artis ts who taught me to pain t during 

t hose four years. At tha t t ime I drew still Li::'e, l a nd

s capes and figures, most o f them in realistic s tyle . I 

never tri ed other ways or direc t i o~s, even though I 

knew various styles i n modern art . 

I think art goes beyocd national boundaries, s o 

I came to American t o see and learn more . I n this year, 

1 have tried dif f erent ways to create my painting world 

a~d t o l earn how to get inspirations from r eal lif e . 

The change s in my paint ings s how that I have continued 

to absorb, feel and get new ideas. 

Western art and ea stern art are tota l ly differen t 

systems. I can understand Chine se wash d rawings 

because I grew up in a Chinese cultura l societ y , but 

I also l ive i□ a modern time. Modern art bas s o many 

different sty l es, and I wan ted to know their develop

ment s and fea t ures i n orde r to create my own style . 

It is very important to me to be a painter. Opening 

t he mind to get new stimuli is a good way to improve . 
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This time I have put eleven wo rks into the thes i s 

exh~bition . They present my changes ia this year: what 

I have learned, tried and accomplis hed . They are not 

of any exac t style because I tried different ways t o 

express my ideas. I get i ns pi rations from my classes , 

other people ' s works, TV, newspapers, magazines and 

t hings tha t are in my life . 

The Autumn View and Fall we r e done during the 

beg i nning of last semester . I painted them i n the same 

way as I had before . They a re of the impressionistic 

style, and show good weathe r and a ut :11!1n ' s colorfu l 

fields. I try to express the seasonal feeling and 

multitude of colors . It is t otally different from 

Taiwan's autumn whe r e I live because the trees 3re 

green througnout the year . 

Still Life is influenced by Henri Mat i sse. I saw 

some of hi s originals and was attracc.ed by the deco

rative s t y le , simpl ied form and poh·erful colors . In 

this work I kept t he pa nel ia its original viv id colors 

, and did no t overly describe each objects. What I 

~anted was to crea te a simplified, explicit effect . 

Out of the Win~ow j s a winter's work. Tbe wi ndow 

was frozen. Through the semitra nsparent surface, the 
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sunset was gorgeous . The value and c olor o f its light 

were so various, I tried to express the feeling I 

received. 

The Figure is my new attempt at cubism. I changed 

ttie objects ' s hapes but did not destroy the structures 

. The subject and background are still complete. I 

kept the whole pictur e in a brown t o ne. 

In The Body is the Prison of the Sou l I go t the 

inspiration :from my drawing c lass. The model stood in 

c cage- like wooden structure, and looked like a limited 

person who is t hinking about h ow to get free . I used 

str•.rng, cont rast i ng colors to imply t he enormous 

pressure and struggle in his mind. In fact, the real 

prjson is the material limitation. 

Self Portrait is also the Cubism style. I used 

soft, light colors in the subject. The varied grey 

background made the figure very obvious. 

Taiwa n i s a sea i sland. It is easy t o see the sea. 

Fishermen c atch fishes at night. The lights in the dark 

sea gave me a very strong impression . In The Ligh ts of 

Fi shihg Boats I tried to express t he peaceful, romantic 

feeling. The bright l ights l ook like stars in t he sky. 
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Curves c r ossed the panel, meaning sea breezes from 

every side . 

Chinese new yea r is in lunar January . In this 

time tb.ey wil :!. sti ck scrolls upon whi ch are wri.tten 

good wishes beside the ga te. Generally the scrolls' 

shape is a l ong rectangle or square wh i ch purs on t he 

top. I planced a door image :.a Congratulations for 

Chinese Nei,; Year. The little square implies a scroll. 

Red color is the traditional Chinese lucky color, so 

I painted them in r ed t o express the new years' atmos 

phere . 

I□ The Colors of the Sea, I used a narrow, locg 

panel t o imply the deep of the se a. I painted wi th 

a rcyl i c paints and water to create a transparent 

effect. 

Above ::..~ all of my works f r om this year. They are 

records of my learning process. I will work harder and 

con t inue t o se a rch for my own style. 
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DATES AND PLACE OF THESIS EXHIBITION 

Da t es 

Place 

April 16th - 23rd , 1991 

The Harry D. Hendr e n Gallery 

Fine Arts Bu ilding, 

Wa t son and Gamble Streets 
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' 
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FIGURE 1. THE AUT!JNN VIEW 

,Oil Paint i ng, 1990 

FIGURE 2 . EALL 

,Oil Painting, 1990 
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FIGURE 3. STILL LIFE 

,Oil Painting, 1990 

. . ... 

FIGURE 4. POINSETTIA I 

Oil Painting, 1991 
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FIGURE S. OIIT OF THE WINDOW 

Oil Painti[lg, 1991 

, 

Oil Painting, 1991 



Oil Pair.tia g, 1991 

FIGURE 8 . SELF PORTRAIT 

Oi 1 Pa inying, J. 99'1 
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FIGURE 9 . THE LIGHTS Of FISHING BOATS 

,Oil Painting 1991 
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FIGURE 10.CONGRATULATIONS FOR CHINESE NEW YEAR 

• ,Oil Pa i nt i ng,1991 
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FIGURE 11. THE COLORS OF THE SEA 

,Acrylic, 1991 
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