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fo The
FREZE & INDEPENDENT VOTERS OF MIS30URI

Gentlemen- The Public announcement of my name a8 a candidate for
Congress on the Vhig ticket, lays me under an obligsation, while I
respectfully solicit your suffrages, to set before you 80 much of

my political creed as will enable you to vote for or against me un-
derstandingly. As a2 representative in Congress ouzht to serve as a
faithful medium between his constituents sand the Federal Government,
and may have very important duties to perform in that relation, I

will first let you know how I stand politically affected toward the
present Administration at Vashington. I claim affinity with the gresat
Republican whig family, and profess to be a Yhig in the most comprehen-
sive meaning of the term; consequently, I am opposed to suy increase of
Zxecutive power and patronage, beyond what the Constitution clearly al-
lows; and to any measures tending, directly or indirectly, to such in-
crease; and to any men who advocate such measures.

I am, therefore, politically coposed to the men who now conduct
our national affeirs, and who have condacted them for the lasl ten jyears,
because [ believe they have assumed and exercised powers notl allowed by
the Constitutlion, snd which are dangerous to our liberties; because some
of their favorite measures have a decided tendency to increase their
power to an extent still more danzerous and slarming; aiming, as I be-
lieve, at the possession and control, not only of the Natlional Purss,
under the deceitful guise of their Sub-Treasury scheme, bat also of the
Natlional Sword, aunder the pretence of drilling two hundred thousand
militia men, as a National Cuard; because they have greatly iucreased
the expenses of Covernment unnecessarily, and have wasteu and lost, by

negligence, many millions of the peoples's meney/ because they employ



many dishonest, unqualified and disqualified men in the public pay,

who render no other than psrty services, and dismiss and refuse to

employ faithful and efficient men, confessedly because they wiil not
make it their first and principal duty to render servile party ser-
vice and obedience; and because Lhey have, in many other things,
abuseu. lhe confidence of the honest voters who contributed Lo place
them in office, aud nave utterly failed so te sdminister the zovern-
ment as to promote the orosperity, security, and happiness of the
people. Such errors and abuses I will assuredly use all la¥ful means
in my power to correct and counteract, whether in or out of Congress,
whether sanctioned by Mr. Van Buren or Mr. Harrison, or by any other
person. Bat, since the present Administration will not abundon their
Anti-Democratic, Anti-"hig measures, [ am decldeuly in favor of aban-
doning them; and to that end I mesn to exert usll fair and honorable
means that I am able to use, to promote the election of our old friend,
Tilliam Henry Harrison, of Ohio, toc the next Presidency, in the fall
belief that his well tried Hepublican principles, ability and iute-
grity, do well entitle him to our confidence and cordial support; and
that the interests of the Yest, especially the protection of the fron-
tier settlements of iissouri, call loudly snd emphatically upon us for
this change.

As it is my intention, personally, to pay my respects to &8 many
of you a3 I possibly can before the election, and shall be happy to
avall myself of every fit occasion that may offer, to explain and
Justify the Hepubllican Whig orinciples upon which I mainly bsse my
hopes and expectations of your support, I need noty in this address,
enter so minutely into my views, and opinions of public measures, as

I should feel Bound to do under oiher circumstances. There are some
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subjects, however, that I cannot properly omit to notice at this
time, but I shall do it very oriefly.

The Public Lands- My wish has ever been to see these lands so dias-

posed of as to fucilitate and accomplish their actual settlement---

8o that every citizen desiring it may occupy and cultivate his own
land. To effect this, with me a favorite subject, I care not how

low the price, or how easy the terms, especially on our own frontiers.

Internal Improvements.- I have always been in favor of s liberal and

well directed system to be executed at the Nationsl expense, limited,
however, to objects strictly of & National charscter, in which light

I consider great leading roads, (including, of course, the great
Cumberland road,) and all our great rivers.

The Currency.- If by sny vote or agency of mine, I can ever aid in

restoring to the community a svecie and paper carrency, 8such as we
enjoyed under the influence of our late National Bank, I shall sure-
ly do it.

Our Indiesn and Frontier Affairs.- Seven years ago, in my published

address to the People of Wissouri, I expressed myself on this im-
portant sabject in the following lanzuage:

*"That there are very great defects in the system that has for
many years been pursued in this branch of the public service, I am
well convinced--- defects, that in my svprehension, are rapidly pro-
ducing a train of evils, that if net soon counteracted by a&n intelli-
gent course of legislation must, at no distunt perliod, involve Lhe
Union in an immense expeuse of money, and the frontiers in destractive
wars, of which, those of Missouri must ultimﬁtaly suffer the Zreater
share. It is incumbent on these who may represent you in Congress,

to look well to this interesting subject; to acquaint themselves with
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all its details and bearings, that they may be gualified to act,
thereon in your behalf, with the promptitude, influence and ef-
ficiency thuat can result from s clear intelligence only."

Such were my views seven years ago on this sabject, and they
have been confirmed and strengthened by subsequent experience.

Let us, then, fellow-citizens, seize this golden opportunity
to call te our assistance, in this critical condition of our fron-
tier affairs, the venerable vatriot, who, by his great experience

as well as his western feelinzs, is of all men living, best quali-

fied to manuge our Indisn relutions for our safely, and Lhe perma-
nent good of all concerned. The name of Harrison is itself as a
tower of strength throughout the Indiasn tribes; whilst that of iMartin
Van Buren, &8s you must be sware, is unknown snd unheeded.

The Post-0ffice.- This department evidently needs a thorough over-

hauling end reform. It is now openly and avowedly used by the Admin-
istration as & party enzine; and as thus used, is far more dangerous
to the public liberty, in my view, than & hundred Hational Banks,
under the contrel of Congress, could ve.

I solemnly promise you, geuntlemen, that if elected, I will exert
myself perseveringly to effect this moat necessary reform; aud also to
obtaein & reduction of the present rates on letters aud newspaners; 8o
that & more free, more secure, and less expensive intercourse umong
the people, may be enjoyed throuzh the agency of this department.
Salt.- Whatever can and ought to be done to ensure a plentiful and
cheap supply of zood pure salt throuzhout the 3tate, especially if
preduced from our own abundant resources, shall always have my hearty
8id and support- and although the revenue arising from the present

duty on imported salt (only six cents per 56 pounds.) cumiot be
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spared at this time, as lMr. Van Buren's financial advisers have teld
us, we may confidently expect its repeal under the more economical
Administration of Jeneral Harriscn.

Abolitionism.- This 8illy, though mischievous humbug, never has re-

ceived, nor ever can receive, the lezst suppert or countenance from
me.

A residence of thirty-five years in Hissouri, of which twenty
were employed on the frontiers in the public service, have identified
my werdly intereste with hers, inseparably. And should you think ppo-
per, gentlemen, to honor me on this occasion by accepting my services,
I tﬁink 1 may venture the assurance that you shall have them; the
best that I am capeble of rendering; undivided with, and uninfluenced
by any cof théxiittla. intriguing, selfish, party politics of the day.

I am respectfally,
Your obed't serv't,

G. C. Sibley

Linden Wocd, 8t., Charles Co., June, 1840
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