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cumlvﬂfnn AND NATURAL PRODUC.

TONS OF MISSOURI.
Fountain Cot’:‘age, neay Fort Osage, ( Mis'ri)
, Sefie, 12¢h, 1824,
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AMERICAN FARMER,

. Sir=—You imust be aware, that in thisremote sec-
tion of the country, agriculture isyetin a very rudé
state. A tract of country comprising four couns
ties, and not leas thar two thousand square miles,

contained less than thirty families ‘eight years
ago; and I do not believe thereis one field with-
in the whole tract, that has been regularly, culti. |
vated five years_(except at this place); and as
the far greater number, have opened théir farms
in the Wild Woods, in preference to the. Prai.
ries, you may well suppase that theve are y&t'in.
numerable huge stumps and dead trees on most
of even the oldest farms,  Until very lately, little
or-no attention has been paid to small grain and
tobacco ; the chief aim has been plenty of hog
and hominy, . Since the lands have been sur-
veyed and offered for sale, and most. of us have
gat upon our own soil, a very different apivit pre-
vails ; and I am happy to say, that there now ex.
ists, gencrally, « very strang disposition to intro.
duce the culture of tobaccu, all kinds of small
grain, fruit trees, &c, &c.; and it is very desira-
ble that in the offset, we should abtain the best
seed that we can, It is probable that tobacco
and hemp will be the staple productions of the
sofl of Missouri ; and I am of opinion that the fine
lelow tabacco, (now almost exclusively raised in
Maryland) may be produced here to some advan-
tage; and if I can procure some genuine fresh
gseed in time, I will try the experiment, and pre-
vail on some of vur experienced tobacco planters
to try it also next season, Our fields are yet
too new and fresh, to expect even tolerable crops
of wheat from them-very few of them, however,
have been seeded, and scarcely any of them pro.

nerly prepaved for wheat. An opinion seems to
Lc gaining ground, that fall wheat will not answer
here, and that we must sooner or later adopt
spring wheat—1I am a little apprehensive mysel,f.
ﬂl:at such may be the final result, but will not yet
give over the hope, that when our fields are a lit-
tle more worn and better {)reﬁred, fall crops
will succeed extremely well, eanwhile, I am
desirous of trying the white flint wheat, which
from the account given of it by your correspon-
dent, ppFeurs to me to be extremely well calcula.
ted for this soil and climate, and I have no doubt
will be a very valuable acquisition to our farniers ;
and I have not the least doubt but you will, after
this explanation, send me, as requested, some of
that. and the vellow tobacco seed,

I observed some time agoin the Farmer, an en.
quiry for a grape that ripens in Ju,l'y. and request-
ing- information of such an one if known.” We
have a grape of that description here ; indeed, it
is quite common aloag the shoves of the Missou.
ri~It is known by the name of s/ue grape, which
it obtained froin its being chiefly found along the
banks of the narrow channels, or as they are
commonly called, altzza of the Missouri, behind
the islands and large sand-bars. It is. a small
grape about the size of a large buck shot, grows
in vich clusters or bunches, rather too acid for
the table thouga pretty good for the season, It
ripens from the 10th to the 20th of July general-
ly—The vine runs and spreads immensely, co-
vering the trees with its rich foliage, and exhibits
ia beautifut sight when its fruit is ripe and ripen-
ng.

I have no doubt but this grape may be much
improved by oultivation; with this view, I have
removed about a dozen young voots (from layers)
into my garden, where they are growing very
luxuriaptly, and will probably bear fruit summer
after next. If this grape’is thought desirable in
your quarter, it will afford me much pleasure to
send some slips ‘and young roots to Baltimore, if
the means of conveyance can be had. -

" 'Chis district of country abounds with wild
grapes in’ very great variet{' ; some as large as
nuisket balls, others of the size of poke berries:
some of them are extremel sweet and rich and
spicy,’ surpassing as I think any grapes I have
ever seen €lsewhere,” Some, thoughtoo acid, are
very juicy and may be good wine grapes~culti-




vation will doubtless ameliorate and improve any
of them: I have several kinds already transfer
red from the woods to my garden, and shall con-
tinue to make other transters, as I discover new
and valuable varieties. Itis very difficult, I find,
to propagate these riative vines from cuttings ; I
have probably tried fve Aundred, and have suc.
ceeded with two enty; X lost much time by these
atiempts, and regret that I persevered so long,
anc neglected the mode by layers, which I now
find invariably succeeds.

The great usefulness of the “American Farm-
et i conspicuons in this-~that it affords the me-
dlum for an interchange of the valoable produc-
tions of the most remaote, and relatively, distant
parts of the union. 'Ihus we may obtain in Mis.
sautd, the seeds of such plants as are found by the
cxperience of the farmers In New York, to be
most valunble ; anidl it may happen, that some ef
the vatuable nafive productions of our Misaouri
forests will be translated to the gardens and vine-~

ards of Maryland, New York, &c. ‘These faci.

iries wonld hardly exist, but for your spirited and
truly henevalent exertions, and the excellent pa-
er you Pul:llnh, the subscription cost of which
s repaild an hundred fold, in my estimation, by
these very facilities, independent of the great
mass of valsable matter it contains,
I remain, gir, most respectfully,
Your ob’t servant,
G. C, SIBLEY,
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