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Linden- Wood friday ltuly 4th 1856 

To The Revd . Presbytery of st. Loui s -

In a comri°' . tha t Mrs . Sibl e y & I address~d to your 

Revd . Body da ted 11t h . Mar ch 1853, i n Relation to the establish­

ment of a .E'emale w allege at Linden- Wood ; and i n Reference to our 
... 

expre ss ' d and S i ncer e desi r e to aid in a c complishing t ha t ob j e ct; 
'"' 

at tba t t i me and ' till Recently , we w~re unde r mist~ken i 1npr e ssions 

as to the best method of inves ti ng t he Coll ege with t he Ri ght of 
..i. 

property i n the worldly sta te t hat we proposed to devote to it; 

tt.nd under tha t i wpression it was made dependent on the provi s d> ons 

of an article in my "la st Will 11 and t e stament , which I executed, in 

good f aith, on the 11 th . Mar ch '53 , and an authenticated copy of 

Said article accompclilied my communication of that da t e already 

Refered to above- to all which I now a s k lea ve to call the at t e n tion 

of your Revd. Body-

Mr$ . ~ib l ey and I have ever ue - n ave rse to the too common 

practicefamong good peopl e of' " hol ding on" to the end of' their lives 

to t heir worldly ~sta t es which they i n t end t o give t o the aid 

of good and proper publick objects a f t er t hei r de cease , to be 

Secured by Will: which i nstwnents are a l ways liabl e mor e or l ess to 

be misint erpre ted. , o r ml s l r .. i d , or disputed and Set a s lde ; and the 

purpose of the dyi ng m!in defeated- Now alt ho ' my belci>ved Wife and 

I cannot app r ove of Such a Course , which we a re very Sure is in 

general , i ndefensi ble ; Yet we are aware t hat t he r e are Sorneti rnes , 

worthy excep tions - And we would cla im our own ca se as an exception­

We hav~ t o day executed and de liva r ed to the Di rectors of the Li nde n­

Woo d Female Colleg e, our Quit Olai m Deed to the 120 acres of land 

pr omised in our Co .rnun ication of 11t h . March 1853-- And the Board of 

Directors have , on t his da y a l so , executed und deliver ed to us their 

• 

• 



.l. Deed of Lease , Securing to us t he uninte rrupted occupacy a nd use 

of our much loved liome , d uring the Remnant of our earthly pilgrim­

age- (the Quit Clai m Deed , and Cop y of the Deed of Le~se will be 

found .on f ile with the Records of the Board of Directors) -

Now alt bo ' the Quit Claim Deed divests us of our legal title to 

the 120 acres or' land promi sed in my Will , and So far Supersedes t he 

Will) by the ter,11s of the Le ase, my \iife &. I are allowed to"holdpn" 

to the p remises (excep t 12 Acres) during our Nti.tural lives- We 

asked thls privilee e of t he Directory , because we were ~eluctant 

to change our Residence , and because we believe t llat our continued 

o ccupancy will rnove beneficial to the prop erty , a nd afford. us mu ch 

better opportw1i ti es of Re ndering .:.:>er vice occasionally to the Coll e ge ­

Our wish from the first bu.s been , to traasfer this l und to the: 

lioll ege by Deed , instead of leavi r1g t he title thereto de pendent on 

t he d any contingencies of my Will- So far as t he Publick i s i n t. er­

ested i n the Oollege it i s certh i ll t hat all doub t and uncert6.in ty 

that may ( very n a t urally hi.:.:.Ve arisen i n .::iome mi nds, touching 1,he 

Certain ty of t he l egal title to t h e p roper t y ever : ieing in t he 

College, will now be entire ly Removed ; and many it may be hoped will· 
j 

act more confiddn tly and l~ber a lly herdaftet, i n behalf of the 

L. W. F . College , t han they were dispose d t o do beretofore-
e 

In any event, my Vlif e and mys eli' now feel Relived from every 
/V 

embar,_assme n t a nd ap i:) e hensi on , a s touching our poor effort to give 

efficien t aid to t he establis hment tl1a. t we ha ve So mu-ch at he~rt-

I may b 1..: allov1ed to .::>tate here (tho ' entirely unknovm t o them) 
r 

that lv1r. Samuel S . Hatson a nd J.\•ary A. Wats on his V/ife have con tibuted 

effi ci ent and available means , i n l a nd add Money , to the Amt 

of not l e ss than $ 5000 , towards building the first princ i pal 

Colleg e Edifice- Do I praise t hem for t his? ~ot at a llO they 

believed it to be their duty- und ins tead of leavi ng its d ischar ge 



to their Executors, they htive done it themselves in person . 

Very Respectfully 
I. 

Yours in the Redeemer 

Geor ge Champli n Sibley-

• 

• 
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