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The> Mumr ill!!! thP Por1hole, lhe 19i5 
,\I IC" Parker Mrmorral Le cture, wa,; 
presen1ed by lhe American Associa11on 01 
U111vers11~ rrore.:.,m, on lhl' campu .. 01 
The L 1nd<'111,ood Col leges. The larc Dr. 
Al1te Park11 r <;('n:c>d as Professor of 
Engl, ,h L1tt>rulur11 a l Lr11dt'll\\11ud horn 
1928 to 19b1 

TH [ \IIHROH \ \D TIii.-: PORTIIOU-: 
\\'illium C . . pl•ncrr 

Preside nl . The Lin<lcnwood Coll egc:c< 
\lard, I. 1975 

The dD) before vestcrda) the lead ,1rti c lc 
in 1hc ~:dilurial Section of th e Neu· Yorh Times 
b) ~\ dne} 11. Schan berg. an F:flsl \ sian cor
respu1nlc nl, began under a Pltnom Penh dutc line: 
•· ·Our s ide- i;.. rnore civi l i ✓cd. ' th!' \nu:ricun 
F:tn bnss, offi dal w.is s11ying, as he sought to 
explain °10 d J1C\\St111111 wl1 ) ii \\'as neccssu') for 

the l 11ited S tal es to con1i11ue s upp11rting the 

gove rnment o f \larsh.il Lon \ol in Phnom Penh 
again-, L Llw r rn11111u11ist-l ed C.im bt,di.in insurgen ts. 
·tr the other ,..idc look o , e r. th ey \\ould kill .ill 
1l1e l'd ucut1•d pc-opl c, 1h c lc111.:hc r~. th e .arti sts, 
th e in1<·llecluuls anci that would be a s lcp 
lictck" ,trd lo1,,1rd Lurbarism.' 

·· \\1111 ,trC the iu1-,urgc-11 ts? Is Ll1 c rc c.:rc.:d cncc 
lo 1111• \ merintn argu111cnl 1h,1t 1hc1 nrc i111111ornl 
b,1rburi .111s, nr is thi ._ mcn' I) nn e.:calo t i,, n of 

rh etoric a l ,1 lime of loss for \ mcrican for ei gn 
po lie, ? .. 

\ Ir . . c lrnnh11rµ eonLin11es: "'\ l) t a gn:.11 
dcJI b kno \\n a bo ul th e rt< bels, l'\CO fivc- )CUrs 
a f1 c-r 1la c, brf!.!n building tlac ir 111ilit.ir, .ind 
pu li l iru l s lructurc here •.. 

·· ni,• u1erug1' pcn:<a11l is .ichingh 
wc,1ricd li} 1l1 c• wnr, huvi11iz been forc ed lo flee 
thr figh ting: ,:,omcl imeia Lhr<•c und fo ur times and 
1111110-.1 r.-rtui nl} h,11 i11!? lo;;:L some mcmbl'f o f his 
fn111i l I In a ,-,he ll <1r u bulh•1. li e ,rn ly des ires iL1< 
end. I h• lonk-. fon1,1rd lo po:<s ibh• l 0 0mmu11ist 
rul e nei th er \\i lh 11111i 1·iputio n nor fe ar, fo r he is 
u,-u.1II, ,1 no11puli ti (,al pcr;,on ... 

·· ltir pnnr ,md middle , l,,s.-.; , thut is, musl 

of Lhv pwol' l l'. Inn ~ ugo prc purcd 1h c111se lves 
me11 1,1 ll) for u 1n: w i,:tl\crn111rnl. · \\'he n 11,e, come,' 
1>ne h11:<inl' ,:-11u111 >'Hid o f tl, r ins11rgc 11ls, ' the 
war 11 i 11 be- t>\ er.• 
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''Tlar fe e li ng is unde r!'l la ndnble a fter whnl 

has ha ppe ne d lo tla is Oll l' <' c i , il i 4CU ll11d h.1pp) 

pl ace u ftc r fi H·} e ars o f \ a palm, B-i'l'.:! carpe l 

bo mbing , a cas ual ty Lt>ll o f near!\ "rnil li,)11 

pe rsons , a nd dccpe 11 ing hunger tl;.it is nuw 

produc ing s tu n a ti on death .. umon~ chi ldrc n. 

tarvat io n in u country rhat usecl lo expor l ricr., 

a l us l1 uml gen t le co untrv whe re cvcu the p11nre s t 
d id no t lnck for ft>o J . 

· ' T o sec nn e mac inted infa n l ga.:.p a nd d ii> 
o n a c·t,l d me t ,tl lubli> in ,1 cl ini c lirre , n r 111 -,ee 

a peas.lnl s old ie r ha,•c Ii i., mangl t'tl !c u u 111pu lutc d 

in u nt i Ii Lun hos p i ta! is to ;;cc l.umbodiun 

realil) toda r . In rhe s e plMr s , )Oil hardly e , e r 
hear any,1ne ta lk n ho ul ge np11li1ico l e l' ic C' nl r 1·s 

or sup erpower d li l cntc or \ mc ri cun fore ic;n 
po li c} c rcd ihil i t1." 

'17,c mos t rl nunati c d r tni l in lf1p<:e q uo ta tions 
from \I r . . c hnnher~ ma, 1w1 be th e lru rror o f 

childn•n s tan ing ~r Lh~• reference;.: 11, \\OU11d,·d 

s o ldi ,·r!'l ,,r e ve n rl11• e rnb<t 'IS) o ff it- i,t l' _, dirt· 

pred ic t i11 11 :::, bul o n r senl ,·nl'l' bur iC'd in lhe 111 iJdl c 
o f the u rli (' )e : .. \ o t a l!l'l'UI dl•al j., l.11,>"n .1lw u1 

th e re be l ... r , c n fi ve n•nrs ,iftc r lh <!\' hee;un 

buildinµ; thei r 111i li1o rr a nd po l it irn l ,; truc t11 r(' 
he re." Tbut. I wo u ld contC' nrl . is 0 111.1,dn e;. 

I II Ir is remurku blc Luuk. DarlW<'-"-" al \ rH111 . 

.\ rthur "-uesll c r 1,·ro le: .. " r l1t1\ C' l r urnt h is tor~ 
more lhurouglil_, thu n Lht• n l ltti' l'S . l\ 1: di ffer fron1 
.di o tlr r r,- in 11ur ll)~ical co11 -; is l c nn . l\ e kncl\\ 

that , i rlU(' rlof':,, nn l ma ll <'r In hi:,, ln r\. ,111d th,11 

t·ri111c ;, rc111uin un pun is hc d: but thu t l'vcr~ c rnir 
hos it s co11 scq uP11 1:es nnd , c 111rc"' ibt•lf ·unto 1hc 
seve nth !?:C'ne r.ir ion. 11rnrdo rc -" c l'Onu:ntr,1l 1•d 

n il 11ur i-fforls 1111 prcvc n l in p. c rr11r 11ncl rl cslro, in t\ 

rlr c vc n seeds of it. \ l' \ cr in his to n lm,a; "" 

mud1 po wer ove r lla t• futu rt· 11f humitni11 l,ct·n 
t· on l'C'n t r,11 cd in so fp" h,111dl'. fls in o ur ca,r. 

l~ttl'li l\1'0t1g, id,•11 1, r fn ll !lw i ;; a l'rinw 1·on111ii ll 1·d 

aguin:,,l future ~c- ne ruli l)n-.." It i,,. u-.pfu l Lo rct,dl 

th,ll Lhi::-. honk IH J:,., 1-ri ll c·n ,1 µ.i in,,,1 th t· b,J t:k~r11 11111l 

n f lhC' '-11.i linis1 Pnrµc T r in l ,-. in tlw 19:10' ,-,. ,ind 

"-ocstlc r' s impri::;on1nc 11 t durinµ: llw .'Jtunis lt C:i, i i 
\\ ar. ' llw book wu,; publ isl1c<l in 19 11 . 
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\ lony yea rs a e:o , ,1ro und the Lum o f th e 
century. fl. (, . \\ e lls wrote a ranc iful s tory 

entitled , · ' The Country o f th e Blind." a titl e 

la l er us ed bv Co unts anJ L ndJZc i n a dcfiniti, e 
~tud) o f . uviel docume nts a nd pres s re leases. 

Th e \\ c ll s ian fa ntasr des c ri bed n remo te 

mountain val le) in F:r uador whe re some 

P c ruv i.u, Indians escapi ng from Sp..in ish 
o ppressors settle d in a vil lage . Decade s la te r 

an e arthqua ke dislodgecl 1hc to p o f the n e ig hbor
ing rnn untai n , send in g rock c rashi ng dowu, a nd 

fore ~er s c a lin g o ff the onh o u ts ide a ccess tu 

the v ii luge . • ometimc la te r a s tr.1nf:e e pide mic 
left ull t he newborn c-ongc nita lh blind. F i fteen 

ge11e r,1tions lute r n strang er from th e o ull!r wo rld 

s lumhl ed into the \' illu~e by o ne o f those 
lll)Sle riu us hul unexplaine d u cc id e nts so 

c·hura t l c r is t i ~· o f We l ls . \iun c 1., the s 1n111~e r , 

to ld rhe villa~er;, o f the great a nd beauti ful 
world licyond the va l le) . S urpri s i11gly his 

dcs t· rip l io11s di d no t in te rest lh e vill agers , ror 
ove r tli c genc r.il ion s they ha d lost thos e 
elc-ments o f the ir or iginul he ritage whi ch 

depe nded ,, n v ision. Ins tead the ~ be li e ved that 

the ir vi lluge c,n1s tit 11 te d the e ntire uni ve rse, 

and thu t their peopl e we re the o nly race o f 

ma nkind . T he ir s k ) , th ey believed . wa s o f s mooth 
rock re fl ectin g sound from the wings o f a ngels . 
\u-.i'c ,- H L Grs l ridi c ul ed these no l ioa s a nd in s o 

do ing oulrtt{le d Lh e , ill agers who consid!'rcd him 

ignnrun l , immu tw·e . a nd poss i bl) evi I. Ori ,•en by 
hunf!e r, need fo r compunionshi p, .11ul desire for a 

}0une; ma iden. h is be lie fs we re finulJ ) sh.ii.en . 
\\he n .1s ked if he cou ld s ti l l " see."' he re pl ied 

thuL h t• t•o u ld not , t ho t s e e ing lmd no mean in g. 

\ o: evide nce o f his s in ccrir y he u irreed Lo a n 

op1•ratio n lo rcmo, e the o ffe nsive o rgan s o f 

s ight. llo wcvcr , duw11 came ond with it a 

beo utirul s unrise. T orn b) inne r co11flic1 '\ une -! 

con t· luded that ,,, i~h1 \\tl!-> his mos t, alua bl e 

pos .. t!::,:,io n. \\ e l ls lcnv e;; him s lrui:;f( Linf! up the 

unc limbu lilc 1no un lai11 toward a 1, o r ld whe re 
people can sec. 



4 

The thoughts intertwine d in these three 
citations - igno rance , errors, a nd blindness -
are fundonientn l Lo Ln e th emes of thi s pupe r. 
Rela ti ons hips <1mong nat·ions have a lw.iys been 
fragi le and ephemeral, o fte n beyond the 
immediate control o f eve n th e most d edica ted 
a ltruis ti c , and we ll-informe d s tatesme n. Hut for 
our generation. more favored with information 
a nd the soph isticated mean lo obtain informatinTI 
than any other gcnerntion throughout histor), to 
p lead ignorance , to commit a nd compound e rrors 
and, worst of a ll , to be blind in our na tiona l 
rela ti o ns hips is unn c:cept,1blc . Six weeks from 
now, nn .\pri l 18 ("On th e 181h of ,\pri l in "75: 
hardly a man is now a livl!. who ren,emlrnrs thut 
fom o11s day and yeru. · • How man of you can 
recal I fr om your schooldays ·'The ~lidnigh t Ride 
of Pa ul Revere"?) we wi ll ce lebrate the 
a nniversary o f "'rhe . ho1 lleard "Hound the 
World," tha t symbo l oI sci f-Jc terminat·ion. th e 
s kirmish t.ha t forecast our 11utiouhood . I lave we 
percha nce, two hundred) ears la t er, llls t the 
ability t o know what lo <l,, , to ,wo id be in~ 
trapped in errors , Lo see ra th er ll, an I,> <1eecpl 
bli ndn ess? 

ations are like indil•iduals, s ubject to 
caprices, buffeted by conflicting c onditions, 
needs, aspirations, fortunes, seeking recognition 
and approl'al in the eyes of God and men, but 
most of all preoccupied Hlith the basic s truggles 
of surl'il'a/ and day-tv-day lil'in.g . T he key to 
understandin.g nations is to 1mdersta11d tire 
antecedents of behavior, the motivators of 
actions that explain a nation •.~- policies, its 
decis ions, its c harac ter: in other HIOrds, one 
must kno"' the cultural and social context , past 
and present, Hlithin which a nation lh•es and 
acts. And, finally, one mus t probabl}' empathize, 
that is project one's consciousness. to achiel'e 
full unders tanding of another individual or 
anothe r nation - not a " bleedin g he art"' ac t but 
a hard-headed effort to see through the other's 
ey es. \ gtiLnst Lhi s background we ca 11 C' \ a111 in L· 
some aspects o f present-day re la ti ons ,\ith othe r 

s 

na t ions. For purposes oft.his pape r I will 
illus lrale with 0111 ) two nreas , ·outl1 eas l \ sia 
and Latin ·\ mcri ca, <1.lt ho ugl1 I be lj e , e u ll1 er 
world areas a nd nations could be useo . 

Be fore we look throuµh uur portholes towarJ 
Lh e dis lanl s hores of \ s i,1 a nd Lutia .\ meri c,1, 
we migh t prnfi t.ably s pe nd a few momen ts before 
Lhc mirror. For Llrnl face, th ose e ,·es, thul 111 illll, 
those c xprcssi1Jns a nd a t lilurles wi 11 riff ec-1: wh ul 
we sec thro ugh 1hc p•>rLll(JI,.;. So will the, be 
a ffei.: trd by the s hip nf whi1:h the portho le is u 
part, as we ll d S th r hea111 ies anti tlw agoni c·s 11f 

Lhc J is tant s hores . 
.\111eri ca11s lend to ign,3re his lor)· For th1•1 11 

evervthi n~ is new under the s u11 , ,,r if ii isn' t 
it ought In be . The) hnve consumnmlc f,1ilh in 
th e futu re - it"s a lmosl a re lig ion-- in the 
ren e wa l. rc hirtl1. a11d 1:orrci.:1j hility ,af m,1nkin<I 

a 11d na Lions. Tnffl er i n Put urC' Slwch ju111s 
.\11,erican !'.ocicty in the c~1hoosc o[ a fa s t t ra i n 

Lo 11, c- rulurc . hus 1he111 111 u,-.ini:c uver where tl1c, ·,·c 
a lrcc1dy. h<•c 11, whi.l c no u1ir i.- in tli e r.n~i ni
i;onlr.1 lli11 g th !' lhro1ilc . T 1> ffl er"s is .111 in-sig;l,1-
fu l o u!:lcrva li nn, bul ht> f,1il s t (l nnlP 1,h c1t wou ld 
h<1ppc 11 J the Lra in .;; lowed dnwn n r '-lnppr cl. 
~o doubt e,,c ryonc \\ (rn ld Lh 1•n rush for\\ 111·<l . fh 
01· replace (prcferabl) rnplm: ,·) tht.= l'ngi,w . .1ntl 
re turn lu the caboos e l o c1rn j:.'l'n tu la1c (! 1H:h 11 ih(·r 
(ln die r esour c d 11 l 11css o f the passr,ng<· rs . In th e 
proc•css Llwy wuuld 111·,il1u bh nc illter look nlt cud 
nnr h<' hind . assu111 iu a; u11J lwpi 11µ 1111 wns 111,11 

w,·1 1. \111<'ril·,1ni- J ccph lwlic·,c - with ll 1ir111io 
Alger - ··rug::; lo ril; I\P<s. u nwu rd und up1,urd. 

wo,l lnml und y 1111· II make it. ·· ·1 he , 
0

rt' <ln w11-t11-
c,1rth 1w 1111lc-, pra c: ti nd, LLud wi th n,1 11 011 , ,' 11 «,• . 

1 ht· \ 'r1· ,,· 111i1111111 1a l . gP.11t>r<1u>-, s lu 111wl1 d..f,,,1dl• rs 
of wl,u t th e, l.icli,•vc is rip;l 11 . Hui 1h r , 

0

rl' 
incli v icl 11u listi e. m1ls pok,·11 . proud. n,1tinn11li,-;I i,. 
l' 111npc t ili \l' and l1,111Pst. T hC\·

0

rc 11 !><0 prnvim·iul 
(", c " ) ,,rkcrs u11d l\ 11s l1i n(sl11ni1111;; i 11 el 11dP.dl. 

Th e~ 'r1· l ultu r11 l l1 Il l\ ,1µi e in ,-;pi l(' ,if the ir 
divPr;sc- h,wkgrounds: thq t, ·,ul tt, lw lirllgµn n l;.; 
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(" bullis h on \ meri ca"~: the) love h crtles und 
paradrs: th e} are sui-picious o f foreigners M d 
bC' lic fs different from Lhr ir own ; Lhl"; covet 
maleria I possess ions, ,, (lrs h ip yout.!1 , rcsen I 

criti c ism. respond lo s logans and advertis ing, 
re/lard sc: ie 11 ce and disrnveq wiLh a\\'e. a nrl 
believe thut sol ut ions tu e,ery problern can be 
fo 1md if you on ly look long e nough und work 
hard enough. 

That',a, enflugh mirror-gazi ng. l•: a cb of you 

can fi ll in th e l,fflPS ll r e labora te lHI th e 
s uggestions . .\ meril:nns as in<livi<lua ls arc wide lv 
udn1irrd, freque nt Iv en \ ic J , regarded occus io na ll y 
\\'i th amusement or ,1ma.1rmcnt, and often seen 
for ,,ha t Llwy it re . It 111us l be rcmt'mbrre d, 
hv,, cvcr, that many o r Lhvsc fc.ilurcs we sue in 
tlw 111irror. nom1al l) po:silive and cnmp l i111c nla ry . 
linvc 0 11 ugh s ide too. IL's humb linp; Lo read o r 

lo lwur th e crilicul words of 1." ide l C:aslro, Lo 

1liink a bnut whn1 he is sayi ng, LO pon<ler on the 
val id ity nf his o b!Srrw1tions, rnLher than to l'f,je<:t 
1liem ,rnt-of-hnn<l and ,, u1-of- mincl a;:. prnpaganda. 
Lis te n. f11r rxonirli:. to wh11t Priui·r \/11rodmn 
"il1 a11nuk of Cc11ubodiu 'n i<l Lhis lusl wc1•k: ··\Jy 
gnvf'rn111en1 ,rn <I I .ire s iuc e:: re ly rh:si ro us of 
nrpi rll) 11rh ieving a rernnci liali on ,ind <1 

11on11a li,m l iv11 ,,r nur n~ lal i01 11::-'1 ip:,; wit l1 tl1<· 

I 11i1eJ ~tulcs. In ord er Lu nch icve th i:s. W<' .ire 

prepared l o forge t wl1ul has happ ened bet ween 
u,- sinec 19:-0. 1hr, de nt!,, d1 P. suffering, 1h r 

11dst•1,, th r J c-. tl'Ul' t ion. \h, pus1• uni} •l llL' 

,·ondit ion 111 th e l ni tcd ~Ull <'s. \\ c dc111un<l 11 11 1)' 
tlrn l it 1111 lnngc· r in vnlvc it..;clf with th r l'rgimr 
in 1'11 1111111 P1•11h. 1111d l.-1 th r (',111il:>0cl ianR t,,k e 
cure of Lh ~• lr nwn ,, f f.ii r..,_ !'hut i~ in ,,,11 fun11il) 

wil h th e spi rit o f ih e \ mrrin 111 C,111s1 itu l ion ... 

T ruth . propugn11d11 - we need Lu k1w 1, . Lu a\11id 
mistakes. lo sec . 

The portho les nf 111ir ship a rc open: th r 
111irrt.l1' lrns l,rl'u pul asid1' . Ou1• vision nd111i tt ed ly 
is ;,l igli LI) Ll urrcd l,y tli ,· lmnncrs ,i nd flng,:. 
prncluin1inP, tl1.i l Wl' " 'i i l 1\c\ er ;:;urrcndcr Lu 
t•o111m11nist t)•ra1111y, 1h,11 wt• r1n· f igh l i11g for the 

.... 

J 

7 

great cu usc of free d,,m. that we it rc dedicated 
Lo the ab,, liLion ,,f poverty, ignoronre . nn d 
di;:;easc . and th at we lllUS I cont ain tl1 c expAnsion 

of con1111uni s111 l o pre,,ent future wars. T here is 
ITulh here, bul it is on !) par! o f tbf' picture. 
Wh en the bann ers an<l flags strea111 o ut of 
our line of vis ion we can clearly sec I.he 
d.islant s hores. 

~:<lwin rlcischauer. fomier .\nihassador lo 
J apa n a nd B mos l pcn:c:pl ivc a na l\'sl. rel·en l l) 
con1111ent cd on 1-'.:as l •\ sian cu lture a 11 d be liefs. 
· ' It is rath er th e secul ar ethics of Confu ciunis1n.' ' 
lie said. ··u,at in recent cen turies hos playe d 
th e unif) ing role in li:us t i\;:.in that Christ i1-1 11 ir~· 
has p layed in the \lesl. •· l\astcm ethical nnd 
value systems tend lo empliusi.tc [a1ui ly 
sul id~1ril), stress filial piety . s 11ht1 rd i11tl tc th !' 
indiviuua l, e leva te lhc group, rrspr1· t group 
hannonv 1'htlier tha n s tri ve for the nrn1prn111ise o f 
.:onflic ti11g rights. The) honor snci,il org"<l ni1ati on, 

prize pol i t ical inl egra li on. a nrl be lie, e in h.ml 
work, fruga lit y , and c<lucali o1! . " e cn in s uch 
b.1si c tcrn1s- .'' Rrischaucr s ummari zes. ·'Post 
\ siu li.1:s been in the past nncl st.i ll is in nnuw 

\\'<!}'ii f.!VCI'} bit as 11'1 uc l1 1,f a cul tural unil as 

is 1he \test." Of pa1'lic uJur in lcrcsl inn 
puli ti cal se11se, Ht-isdwuer ..idds: ··Chi1111 is 11 

Rome Ll111t never Lim ke up into a nrnlt ipl ic ity of 
people und 11a lions . She tradiliumlll~ viewed 
oLlwr units in the world as ·Barbarian.' 
purl icipaliai:i; in r ivi liz.1tio11 only insofar ns Lh c1 
tlLcCptcd tl'ibuLrtr) ,·ussfl lflge l o the ·Centra l 
1.ancl ' of Chiuu. \ ie l11 a111 on .I Korea firs l c nlerccl 
th e era of 1·ccnr<lcJ history tls cnlnniul conquest·;; 
or Ch ina, l't'.1111 p81'a bl e l() ll onic' s sc ttlc111c nl uf 
Bri l,1i11. \rt cr thry ach ieve d their indcpe11<lcncc . 
1'.ot·cu in 11,r fow·th c••n l ut'} a nd \ ic lnn111 in th e 
te nth , th ey rr111a ineJ suhjei: l ln 1,ccaRinn.1 1 
C:hin <!se t·nnqucs l::. c111d us u<1llJ ,tt·cepl.-d 
tributary s tains ." P rob..iblr nao::: t s i l(11i ficant le> 
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o ur understan ding o f F.nsL Al"ians, Hc is d 1auc r 

concl udes: " Inte rcourse among th e very dis parate 
L!uil s of 1•:asl \ s ia wa;; far diffe ren t from ih a t 

illllOng th e vurious peop le o f E:urope. The distances 
we re grea trr ,lll<i co ntac ts the refore re ,vcr . . . 

sor11e interman·iag:e r:iccurre d among th e lower 
c la,:;ses in seaports but, un l ikc 1::u rope . w,1s not 

prac t iced urno ng rul ing fami lies or a 111 0 11 g those 
of ::ioC' ial s ta tus . F:vc n toduy Eas l. Asians regard 

in le nn orriagc with o th e r F'.ast Asian nu ti onal i t ies 

as ha rdly less dis lHs tdul thun wiLl1 people t1 f 

md ic n ll ) diffe re n t races ." 

As is evide nt from th es<' s talcrnenls, Ll1 e 

\ !'linn nat ions ar c 1101 like ly Lo fonu . 1 unifie d 
ul r1c, A co111111un it) o f nati o ns conunill ed 1.n 

co11111Hrn purposes. \ntiom1lis m, fe11r a nd evPn 
hnlre d of ne ighhors, th e lra clit ioa 1Jf C:h int!,:;c 

conq uest~ a nd s upe riori ty - a l l th ese a rgu e 

aga ins t the no l io n o f combinccJ forces und 
pnrtit u larl y ,11I3ins l Ll, c probabi litv of foreign 

nalio11 s i11Le rvcning s uccessful!\' in a n \sinn 

Mtion's inte rnEil uffairs . 

frauccs Fi Lzgera Id, a ) Mmg free- I an c-e 
wri Lcr of i111111c nsc .abil it} a nd C"xlran rdinarv 

insighl:;;, wc nl in 1966 to Vie tnam ,is .i jo~rn.il is l, 

and riuic kly <lelved intu tltc oa lion's c ulture , 
so.:inlngy, an<l pulitics. [n d series o f a rtic les 

for the i\'Ptc Yorker Magazine publ is he d in book 
fnrni as Fir(' in the Lake, ~liss Fit1.gcra ld 

revealed Lo us th e antecedents o f be hav ior, those 
molivato rs uf a c ti ons thu t we have needed for s11 
1011/'\ lo uude rs lund the \ ' ic tnames e . She did iS(J 

with c lari ty and prec i.sion, in s trnig l1tforwanl 

and readabl c- pr·osn. " \Ia n} -\111c ri c un o ffic ia ls,' ' 

she no ted , '" undc rsl ood tha t Lhc !anti a nd the 
gruvcs of the an cc:;;111rs we re i111p1'll'iu nl lo th e 

\ ielnant<'Sc. lla d l li r) u11rl rrs1ood c,ac Ll v whv 
1he} mighl no t have lo,11-.<>.J up,in Lit e ,\lio lc sai; 

c reat ion n l' r e f up;cc::. a,:; , 1 'rut iomtl · nw t l1od for 

de featin i:: comrnunism . F or the- t raditio na l 

\ ' ie tnc1mese v i l lo/!"er. wli o s penl hi s l ife irmno bile, 

bound to the ri c e land o[ his un ccsto rs, th e world 

JJ 
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was a ve ry smal l plucc. It was in fact the vi llt1gc 

or Xo, n worrl tha t in its original C hi11 esc roots 

s ig ni fi cd ' th e p lace whe re people come togethe r 
to worsh ip th e s pirits . ' In thi s de finition o f 

soc iety Lh11 c ha rnc lcr 'earth' t·ook preceden ce, 

for, as the so urce of life, t he earth was the 

basis for the !'-ocial con t rac t between the 
members o( the famil y und th e members of th e 

vi llage. Am ericans l ive in fl society o f 

re pl aceabl e parts - in Lheo r~ anyone can l.,ecomc 

prcs icle al or saniLary ins pec t.o r - l.,ut the 
Yie uwm ese li ved in a society o f pnrti c ulur 

peopl e . a l l of wh om kn e w each o ther by th eir 

p lace in the landscape . 'Citi ze11s hip' in a 
\lietnnrnese vi llage was pe rsona l Ltnd u11l ran s fe r

a ble. In the past, few \ ietna mese e ve r le[1 th e ir 

vi llages in times of peoc e , for to do s o was lo 

leave soc ie t y it.sel f - oi l human nlllc1chme nts . 
all c1 usolute rights a nd dut.ies." That's qui te 

difrc rcnl from o ur 11101,il e soc ie l), preocc:upi1•d 

as ii is with th e prospect uf gas r~tti o ning. and 

how lo avoid commute r jams. 
or even greate r s ignifi cance for o ur 

unde rstandi ng of the l::as t ·\ s ian is a rudim e nt.dry 

pers pe c tive 0 11 Con fu ciani sm . Ground ed as we 

ore in Ll dynami c .lude o-C hrislia n culture iL is 

diffic ult 10 compre hend or apprec ia te the stati c 
na Lw·e of ConfuL:i110 wisdo m. C:onfuc ius was not 

a revoluti ona ry: ml he r he epito1ui.tes a 

rear lionary . llis precep t~ concern ed the pro per 

cond uc t o [ l ire, drawn th ro ug h a la bored process 

o f induc ti on, o de1ai led s t ud) o f e ndless epochs 
o rpliSl Chinese' c ivili zat ions . Eas t \ s ian 

s tudents s tud) Ll1e Confuc ian texts, mcmori.le 

the ir teachings. a bsorb 1hc oomme nlaries. T he 
good life cons is ts of patterning onesel f on a 
mode l , perfec tly filling o neself inlo the 

established order, abidin g by the will of h eaven, 
knowing one' s place in th e fami I)', the vi llagc, 

a nd Lhe s la te . The goal is Lo ma in tnin the 

status quo. Lnve nli on , progress, u c ris is o f 

ide ntity? T hese Western conce pts h ave no 



parall e l meani_ngs Lo th e East Asi an. Th e chi ld 

docs not learn "prin c ip les" Crom bis pru·ents, he 
learns how to imitate hi s fath er in bis every 
action. Confuc ius said, " Wben your father is 
alive, discover his project and whe n he is dead, 
remember his actions. lf in three years you have 
not l eft Lbc road fo llo wed by your father, ynu are 
truly a son ful l of fj Lia I pietr ."" In hi s formal 
educa tion the c hild e ncounters not a series of 
"disciplines" but a vast u_nsysLema li zed 
c:olle cLi on of s tori es and precepts . In rea ding 
the Confuc ian precepts the c hi ld arrives not n L 

a theory o f be huvi or but a l a seri es of clues to 
the one wa~, of li fe. 

Fitzgera ld c ites th e case of an \ mericnn 
professor teachin g compa rative government at 
Saigon l-nive rs it} who lcam ed a l the second 
meeting of Lh e cousse tha t severu l s tude nts had 
memoriLed Jorge sec Lions of the ir rirs t readin~ 
assignmen ts . P leased but bewildered he Lben 
M ked lhem lo fini s h \ lacch iavelli and begin 
\lontesquieu . The following da) th e stud ents 
rebe lled : lllrnt di<l the pro fessor mean by 
teaching them one th ing one day and another th e 
next? Th ey co uld not conceive that government 
could be a matte r (if opinion. If i t worke d , it was a 
proper s ubjec t for s tudy . If it didn't, i t was not 
proper to s tudy it. On lhe other hand ii is 
inte resting to nole tha t Uo C hi \linh re fl ected: 
" One mus t study in order I Cl Ternold one's 
Lltinling ... lo foster on1;'s revo lutiona ry 
virtues ... ~ tudr is di med al act io n. The two 
must go ha nd in ha nd . T he former without the 
latter is useless. T he latter without the fo rmer 
is hard to carry through." 

East Asians s ubordinate j ustice Lo hurmony, 
s tress man's proper relati onship to man . This o f 
course produces a n inciividun_l wiLl1 1J very 
diiferenL e go concept from Western man. 
There is, for example, no exact word in 
Vie tnamese. for Lhe personal pronoun '"I". '111e 
word in current use o rigina lly meant "subject of 
the King. " Speaking of the individual, F'itzgerald 
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te lls us: "The traditiona l Vietnnmese did not 
see himself as a tota lly independent being, for 
be di<l nol dis tinguis h himself as acute l} as does 
a Westerner from hi s society \and, of course, by 
extension, llie beavens). Il e did no l see himse lf 
as a ' character' fom1ed o f immuta ble tra il , 
elcmal l} loyal Lo cerLain prin ciples, but ra th er 
as a system of re lations hips. a funclion of tin: 
society a round hi111. ln a sense, Lh c design of 
the Confuc ian world resembled that nf a J apauese 
garden where every rock. opaque nnd indifferent 
in itself. takes nn s ignificance from its 
relat ions hip to the s urrounding objects ." 

Withi_n Lhis frame of 1,;ullure, Lr.idilion, 
beliefs, and val ues '\111erica has been condu cting 
a war . Tha l war, fo unded in Wes tern c ont'epls 
nf parliamentary democrat)', Lhe worLI, nf Lhe 
indiv idua l , rights or self-deLen11innLion, con flic t 
and compromise, with Lhe objective o f containin,; 
communism, prolecting be lples::; peop le, a nd 

preserving th e peace of th e worlcl, is rloon10d lo 
inevita ble fa ilure because of ignorance, errors, 
und blindness . In 1963 a peasant so ldier in 
Saigon was asked whi ch s ide he supporled. · ' J 
do a o l know, · • he said, "for I fo ll ow th e will or 
heaven. If I do whal you S8}, th en th e Di em side 
will urresl me: if I sar things against you, then 
you wi ll arrest me, so 1 wou ld ml.her carrv both 
burdens on my s ho ulde rs and s land in the 
midd le ." 

Ti111e a nd a i;a in. F itzge ra Id reminds us, 
pol iti cal cha nge in Vielnaru comes suddenly, 
seemingly wilh oul molivation. But it's th ere, 
hidden beneath the s urface, unti l Lh e will o r 
heaven manifests itse lf. Th en ·\he wind shi fls, 
a nd if al l goes for Lhe bcsl, the wh ole soc ie l) 
changes from una nin1ily lo u11animil) ." We can 
wonder if lh LS same phenomenon is now occurrin g 
in Cam bod ia. F or Confuc ius said in th e Analects: 
" The essence of the gentleman is tha t of wind: 
the ess e nce of sma.11 people is that of gross. 
And when a wind passes over the grass, i t 
ca1mot choose but bend." 
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I .e t us move now Lo the o ther porthole a nd 
focus o ur atle ntio n on l ,a ti11 \meri cn . ll c re is 
L!ldeed a di[ferenl world f.rom \ s ia, Lhis r> ne with 
many famili a r landscapes. t.ven our s le reolypes 
a re f irmer 1han lhose \\e lrnlcl of ·'\ s ians . 'T'h e 
geograph y, of course, he lp s (Norlh vers us ·ouLh), 
th e la ng uages a re more familiar a t least in the 
ci ties, foods a re less s trange . But a ppeara nces 
can d eceive : seeming sim i larity can lead to 
e rrors . a nd is itself a kind of blindness . 

T o ch aracteri ze th e Latin American is 
cspe1.:ial ly d iffi c ull, for 0 11 e ml!Sl lhink both of 
Lhc indigenous people .rnJ o f th l! Jcscenda nls 11f 
th e ~: uropean Spa nis h and Portuguese, 111ixed of 
course with each o ther a nd with na ti ona l and 
rac ia l groups from througho ut the world . 
, upcrfi cia l l} the re is d Ld tin c:ul lure, a La lin 
mcnla lity, La tin a llitudes .u1d be li e fs , but th ey 
arc more el us ive th1rn even th e correspo11di11g 
characleri s tics o f East As iAos . 

P ro ba lJ l} the s ingle mosl dvminnnl fea ture 
or the Lat in A111crican is h is sense of personalism. 
In Lhc LJniLed S tu tes we Lend LO ty pe peop le, Lo 
sear ch for Lhe social, econom ic, or inle lleclua l 
grnup t ti which Lhe) belong, even be fore we 
somewha t sel[- conscious l )' scorcl1 o ut Lhe ir 
indiv idua l a nd persona l a ltitudes a n<l be lie f:, . 
The La lin i\merican, esp ecia l ly th e one o r middle 
s talus , espouses verba lly Lh e rights of man and 
c hampions equa liLy of opporlunit}, but ba s ica lly 
he va lues tli e inherent uniqueness 11f individuals. 
the ir differe nces, Lbe inn er worth ; th e s pirit., the 
menta l i ty . one ' !" persona l fee l ings. l nlike \ orlh 
:\mericans the La lin i\nJCrican enj oys a persona l , 
inLirna lc conlacl eve n wHh s t.rangers . Thi s va lu e , 
'La Oignidad de la P ersona, " is !ealureJ in 

songs , poetry, .i ncl fi estas as we l l as in da il y 
living. IL some t imes poses a probl em for th e 
more a loof, more pri va te, more i.nhibited Arneri Gao 
from north of the bord er. 

Growing from this va lue of pe rsonalis m 
arc chara cteriz ations described by tlie 
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adj ~l!live macho. While thi s l i te ra ll y mea ns 
"male " a nd is o fte n a s s ocia ted with sexual 
prowess. Gi l lin reminds us th a t it a lso connotes 
Lest for acti on, including verba l " ac ti on, " daring, 
and a bove a ll. a bsolute self- confid ence. The 
I ,al in 1110) express his inner con vic Li rins by 
resorlin11, Lo phys ica l force, as in th e case o f 
bandi t,; nnd re \ o lutionary milita ry lea<lcl's, or he 
ma} dp sp verba ll y as a leadin g inte llectua l , 
lawyer, or po litic ia n. ~ ot a ll machos a re 
cauclillos Ue aders), but a ll caucl i ll os mus t be 
machos. 

As nii gh L lie exp ec ted. I ..a Lins \la I ue highly 
th e ir kin s hip t ics whic h cao be ra th er easily 
extended lo th e la rger friends hip Lies . Th is va lue 
generates some interesting by produ cts . Be lieving 
thuL his " fumi! ) " best understa nds hi s persona l 

uni quenesi:; he turns to the m in ways rather 
s trange l o Lh e mor e impersona l \fortl1 .\111e ri can. 
fla the r than Le> seek 111onC} (rom lhe bank 
( i111pcrsona1) he seeks iL fro111 fa mi ly {persona l). 
llt: tends noL to invest in s locks and bonds . 
( impe rsona l) but to provide (i11anc ia l he lp ( th u L 
is to invest) t.o fo mil y members (perso1wl). 
lli s po li ti cs a l so tend s lo be hi ghly person a li ✓ed 
and emotiona lized. ll is busin ess d ea l ings proceed 
al,mg s moothly 011 ly a fter he has uc Lennin ed Lh e 
na ture o f th e pe rsona l rc la li ons hips invo lved in 
Lhose dea lings. The Lat ins hiw f' a wonclerfuJ 
word tha t. is usf'd with t,'l'ca t freque ncy. 
simpatic-o. Lit er.i l ly thi s word means sym pa lh e li c, 
kind , agreeable : but more Lmly iL s ign iFie s that 
you can Lrus l or work with the person who is 
simpalico. 

Overa rching thi s personalism ar c two oth er 
va lues: Jignity and hierarchy. \qiile dig11irlad 
a pplies Lo the person, i t a lso describes a soc ia l 
a ttitud e, love o r countr), pride in one ·s h crLLage, 
even bo is te rous a nd fl11111 boy a nt na l.i ona Ii sm . 
These umuifes ta l ions o f inhe re nt di gn it) a re 
observe <l frequenll r And some limes mis inlcrpre ted 
by :'fort,h Americans whn d isda in pre te nse, s howy 
displays, a ad gl ossin g over rea lities . Noti ons o f 
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hic ran:liy a nd obi igations to hi erarc li v arc deep I~ 
imbeddcd in 1he Latin charnc ler and personalitv. 

One con rcadil) hy pc>lhe;;;i:,c 1h a t the case wi th 

which the Spanish f.o nquerors- subdu~d Lhe 
indigenous people nr South and Cer1l ra l •\ mcrica 

was because o f the ir comnaLibiliLy o f va lues 

regardjn g h icmrc h ies . 'l'h e soc ial s truc ture o f 
l...alin America is therefore c lear-c ut , rather 

inflexib le, and distin c l!y parLriarc ho l. T his is 
nol parti cularly diffi cul t to underst.n nd i f you see 

the Lat in American ns one who docs n ot believe 
1hat you can be ' · eq ual" Lo ao)O0e e lse simpl y 

because of your inner essence, your uniqu eness. 
\Jori-over ii is perfec tly obvious in Latin •\111erica 

that ever)'OllC i 01J l eq ua l Lo everyone else. 

Thi s patriarc ha l (or J!Cl lron ) systen1 o f sor iul 
order pe rvades a ll aspec ts o f Latin .\me ri can 

culture. a nd even permeates modern bus in ess a nd 

political affai rs .l'res iJ e nl s of the republ ics. for 
c xmnp lc, are e xpec ted to play u fath e r ro le . 

They mnsl be avai lable Ln ordinary pe rsons . ,\ s 

a consequence it is t ypil"a! for di e pre!-idont 11f 
a republ ic Lo esta blish spee ifie ho urs encl. week 

when h c may be personally approach cd, gree te d, 
s0111e limes pr ese nted wit.ha petiLion, .tlwu) s 

treated wit h clc ferentinl respec t. On man,· 
occasions I have seen lines o f ord inary c ili?.ens 

silt ing on benc hes o ulsidc Lb e president's offke 

wailing 10 spend a few seconJs or m i11utes wi th 
him. 

~lodern-day Lutin -\.m c r,ica , reflec ting th e 
c u llural uul.ecedcn L-s c ited above . c ve 11 thougl1 

unabl e in li teral for111 lo perpet ua te persnnn l is 111 
und the patriarcha l S)'Slem, provides i ts ci t izen;;:: 

wiLb elnbornlc sc)c iul securit,· , free healih and 

hosp ital ;;::ervic f's, public h ousi ng p rogm111s. und 

highlrsubs id ized lranspnrtation systems . There 
a rc quite und ersta nda bl y also s lron,i:t ti-udc nc ies 

Lo nationu l i1.e (that is lo bring into Lhe ra 1nily) 

a l l activiLies thdl a rc possible, a nd cspec i11ll y 

those Lha L Lend t Q exploi t 1he na lu r.\ l re · ourct!:s 

of the nati ons . In countri es thc11 are e,·onomicol 11· 
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poor, and this o f course inc lud es most of Latin 
\ merica. thei::e social bene fits a rc o ften crilic ized 

b} uninfom1ed ouu,iders as oeing over!>' · 
soc ia]i!=:lic. providing evidence of creeping 

corn111unism, or simply regarded as chi ldishly 

imrrat;Li(;al. • uc h s weeping gcnerali.wLions a od 

jud;:one nls a re noL based o n a n unde rstandin g o f 
La tin ·\ m<'r ican c ullure, society , o r economi cs, 

un J th e, resul t. o n l} in rcsen lmenl by Latin 
\merican:s o f th e for e iizner.s (gringos) who ma ke 

them; they offend the ir persurlftl and naLional 
sense of dignity, a nd lead 1·he 1,alin American t o 

conc lude Lhnt the individual responsible for the 

judgment is not s impatico. 
The probl e m t.ha L the L.nited .'tutes faces io 

ils inlernational rela1·io ns may be illusl rnted by 
1h c case o f a dis tinguis hed ambassa dor, 

ei,.rerienced in aunt.her world area, who rnade a 

qui ck. inilial LTip to Latin r\me ri ca some years 

u/:!o. In his biography he 1o ld a 1 le ngth of his 
curly fo111ily life crnd its e ffecl o n him. Re fl ~c l 
oo thi s passage: " Its members were neither 

rich nor poor." (Obvinusl v th e ambassador i s 

ta lking a bo ut his own fam ilr . ) "There was 1101 

one wlro did not work l,,ng a nd hard with his 

!muds . It never otcured to th e m to view iL 

[pnvntij_ as a m.-1rk of inferiority, as a n occasio n 

for cnv) in the personal sense. or as a source 
or reproa c h 10 publi c a_uth nrit) . They accepted 

1h e logi c: ,1r tlt c ir passion for ind ependence . 

Th ey asked o f government o nl } that it leave 
th em ulonc lo s trugµ-le in Lh eir own way. Wh e n 

times were hard. as th ev ofte r were. groans and 
lamc 11ta1ions went up Lo Cod, but never to 

\\'a-;hin g lt1 n . . . . \ o fami ly co uld hnve been m<lt'e 

re1 11 l1l c [roin tha t c lassica I soc inl pre di camen l ... 
ur the L, [.,odsucki11g, corrupted capitalisl \Crsus 

lhf' downt rndJrn. exp[()it ed , liut socia lly pw·e 

worke r. IL " as snmething to whi ch I could no t 

rclu I C mr,:,e Ir per,;c,nn I I} e i tb er b} my own 
experi e nce or by th a t ofm (umily . I cou l.d 

idcntifv mvse lf nci lhe r wi tl1 th e exploit.er nor 

wi Lh Lh i- ex p l o i 1e d." 
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T his ambassador's <l iar) most inLerest ingly 
re veal s t.la e fo llowing c:ommenlar) oa h is La tia 
America n trip: ' ·Cara cas, jamm ed in among it.s 
Lilious--yellow moun la ins, appall ed me wiLh its 
ocrcumi.a,i. honkin g traffi c jnm::;, its inc re dibl) 
h i1;h pri ces, i Ls f evcris h c co11om) de bau ched 
by oil money, its ' mu s hroom growth of gleaming, 
pr ivale villas creeping up the s ides o f the 
s urrounding mo ua t.ains.' I co1runi scru1cd, in th e 
privaq of my dinr wi th I.hose unf1,rtunntc 

\ meric1rn rep resenl.at ives who were obl iged ·1.,, 
continue Le, carr) ou Lhc ir worf.. in th is grotesq ue 
ere , ice o[urba ni.1,alion, fi ghting Lhc d a us trophohiu 
imposed upon ti. em by th e iso lation umong the 
Lowerin{! mountains u nd th e life o f th e loca l 
111illionaircs. doi11~ Ll1 c ir purl i11 this u11hup p,· 
rola ti onshi p iu whic h enc h couulry wns beholden 
Lo the oth er in t manner sligh tl y disgraceful ... ' " 

" The in!'>n.li11u tc :;;plcntl or u ud prcte 11,:;e of 
Ll1 e Luti 11 i\mericu u L'i l ies can be uo uthcr th u11 
an a t temp t Lo conipensaLc ror tlw wrell-hcdncss 
and squalor o r tlw hi11Lt>rlands frrn11 wh i,·h 1hcy 

s prin~. t\ncl in the real111 <l f indi vid11ul 
pcrso nul iL~' Lliis s uli~ion.,,einus n :eo{?ni t im1 ll f the 
fnilurr or group effort find,, it s C),prc::;s ion in a11 
exae;f!_e ra ted se lf- ccnt ercdncss u nd egot ism - in 
a pritheti c urge In e rcale th e il lus ion of despera te 
courugc, s upreme cl c,·crness, a ncl u I i111 id css 
viri l i ty where the rnore construc tive virtues Hr,-
;;o c11nspi c uou'- I) lr11:ki 11~: · 

!':ipecula lc, if ) 0 11 will, 011 tht'sC qu es t ions: 
llo\\ did this .imhassadur's ,u lucs a nd h<' licf,,, 
his c·ullural condi tionin g. a ffn ·t his ,ision'? \\Ii > 
lrnd he: not prepa rl' d hi111,;c(f for thi tross- t:u huru l 
c:.:pc ri cn<:e. or ,,us In· ::,imply u ,midern-d n~ 
vi llager fr-0111 --The Cou11 tr·v l'l f th C' Bli nd ? " One 
s us pec ts that n t lm1s l he wn s gwzinp; 111or~ in 
the 111 irrm tl1a n 111• was in 1hc, l' l•l'lh ole. 

Th e si 11g lr- IIJM'll SU~l· i11 c l SUll llll,IJ'I. or our 
hc 111isphcric n• l,1ti•rns 1111,-. in 1111• ,,pini <m . licc·n 
provid c1I b) .J ohn Gillin. · ' In ,,if'w o f 1hr -.lil l 
pers is te n t pc-rsnnufi.,1i t· \nlul' i11 I .. 11in \ mc-r ican 
culture ," · he ::;u1' S, • · it is c:.senLiu l ror l -~-
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re pre sen la Lives 1,, de velop S) 111pathet it· pcrsonl'l I 
cont.1H: LS with the leadership c lem<> nt s of the 
midd le groups a nd learn to :ipprecia l c tbe ir 
so111eli111es ha 1.y aspirati ons . In th e past., \ orLli 
\ rnerica n diplomaLit- ,IJld bus iness people have 
JIJ loo freque ntly con fi ned the ir personal 
re l;:itions to th e very ridi. th e ,osmo polilan. ur 

\ mcrican ized s egments o f tbe na t ionnl society. 
and i:on equc11 d 1• l1 1c1 vc lrnd no firs thnnd 
comprehens ion or the s ubs urracc trends of 
cl,unp;c. Lntin Ameri cans love to a rg ue and lu 
dea l with gcncrnl concep ts , if this is dune' in 11 

friend ly a11111,spherc . Thq nre qui t f.. to grasp 
new ideas and lo upprcc intc sound logic . \nd 
th e e111o t ional aura of huma n rcl<1 lionR in a commnn 
c1mfrnnlL1Lion of 'f,1 1c' possess!'s grent va lue . 
On tlic o ther hnnd, \ mNii:an a lle111pt ~ Lo .scLLlc 
a rgum<"11t s or sol ve probl ems 1,, resort Lo s up erior 
force, t·con om ic powor, or sno bbi sh prcsti/!r wil l 
o ft en rc,,ull in a fum1Lic and "heroic · opposit ion . 
rCf!Urd lcss o f i ts prti c ti c.a l consPq uenccs. 

•·11 is en tire ly wi1hin the reul111 11f 

possibiliL1 - provided lhc I n iLcd St.uLes sh,,ws 
no comprehens ion of the value!< ri nd ul'gcn 1: ies of 
Lh c suciu l revolution 11"" going forward in La ti n 
.\ merkn - ll ,a t s ,)me or 11 11 nf t l,e nut i,rns lo Lhe 
.;;oulh wil l c hoose 1l1 c paLh or sluliborn oppo» it inn 
lo Lhe · l·olos<sus ll f Lir e north" or even dec- iJ e 
that I lic, cun liesl fulfi ll the ir it,;:pira tion;., b, 
«crf.. ing the pro tec ti on of the commun ist blor . 
This need aot happC'n if lin th \ ort l, \ mcriea ns 
and 1.a Lin ".m eric,lns lcilrn Iv un dcrslund cn r h 
other' s cultures u nd needs . 

· ' L' lt imaLc ly . it is 1he lasf.. of I .: . pulicv 
lo luy a general ~roun dw()rk for a bc tlrr und e r
stand ing of the <.:(lm1nou int erests <1r1tl shared 
nsp irmions of th c I wn \ mt'ri cas. c;o t lrnt de Lai led 
poli cies o r the na tions may be s po nlun eou;.I) 
bmught into hH1111<n1) as ne" or unfnre ·ecn 
proh le111s demand sq[uLi ons . Once th is is 
accomp lis hed. such 'explosions' ns ma, 01,;cur 

wi ll nol be pu inful li, s urprising or unmanagea ble, 
and Latin \ merica wil l Le encouraged to move 
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forward in to ful l pa rli ,· i puti on i n th e a ffa irs o f 
tl1 e modern wor ld b) develop ing il s gr eat hwrmn 
u nJ 111nlerin l po te ntia l. wi 1h uu t i"llusions 
concern ino th e miru.,cs offered by ~loscow. a nd 

;:I b • '1 

wi thout fear:" of i i !' big ne igh bor Lo Lhc north . 
I t i;; sad . l'Spec ially in view of the 

con lcmporar) sce ne Lhal we fo iled l o lis te n Lo 
or 1.,1 karn from I.he lcss •Jn Gill in t nugh t us in 
1956. nea rly twe nl \ )Cars ugo. l~no rance, errorc;. 
b li ndness h,1\ e been our fate. 

\folk in a oWtt} fro m 1)ur porth o le van tage 
t, I 

poin ts, we can contempla te on what we ve see n. 

0111e c oncl 11<:io11s arc appar en t : 

I. T he l ' n iLed Stal es mus t recognize and accept 
thP l imi t ;. of i t ,: power a n d in rl u c nce . We 
cm111ot serve ns polit·ema ri , confessor, fa Lb e r, 
banker, s pir itual le nder , bus inessman, teac her, 

and gove rn or o f c1lf the nations , regions, 
t·u ltures, and rares o f 111anki ricl . uch till 

a»piration or no tion is rrim.ir} cvitll'ncc o f 
serious nal ionul d e l us io ns . 

2. I I Ans \l orira11Lhn u u rrc n, anotJ,er h 11pefu 1 
conc lud ing thought : "The ideol oi-ti ca l conlei, I 

hc1wecn l,os ti le phi losophics. sociul und 
po li ti cal systems. a nd wars of life ." hes.ins, 
' •will u.l 1i111a te lv not be dec ided b) t he 

po l i ti cal. militan·, propaga nd is l. a nd eco nomi c 

inte n. e nt ions 0f the con te s tan t s in the uffairs 

of other an t ions, but by the visihle vir tu e!-: 
.iucl , ices of !hei r respccl i \ e pu li t icul. 
ccononiit:, trnd soc i<ll S} s tc 111s . Throug l1u ut 

i ts hi s tory , this hus been ihe source o f 
\ n1eri c11's i c-lcologi ca l s trength and 

,I ll rnc ti ven es::.. 
:1 . The prnrer role for the l nited Sta tes in its 

rc lnt i,ms with oLher nati ons is t,, share Lhe 

C!ssence of our c ulLure .rnd Lrad i1irrns - Lo 

he lp 01hc rs ach ieve the ir objectives. to 
prov id e knowledge where only ignorance 
exis ts, LO o ffer re;;oun ;es wlt(~l1 onlv poverL\ 

prr v cnl s progress, to extend an opc u l1 und uf 
friendship, 10 wel comi- a nd !.UJ)po r t the weary 
and upprcssed. 
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T o avoid ignora uce. e rror, a nd b lindness t he 

Uni t.e el Sta les must use its kn ow ledge nnd 

its Lech nolo!(y ,1 nd te c hniques to cd ucn tc its 
cil izens abou1 o th e r pe opl e in othe r la nds 
whose- c usto ms a nrl herit,~g<' ftre fu lly as rich 
a nd as high I>' va lue d as an) tltn1 we po:.se;:;s 
Until tha t is June aaJ do ne we ll . with boll, 

amb,1ss1.1tlors and laborers w e a s a peopl e 

;;Land in danger of being rccogn i.1.cd 0 11 those 

dis ta n t s h ores o n lv ns mirror-ga7 ers or 
vi ll agers in a counlr~' of t he bli nd 
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The Li ndenwood Colleges are a cluster of 
colleges sharing a common facul ty and 
campus in lhe hi stori c city of St. Charles, 
adiacenl to 51. Louis, Missouri. 
Ll ndenwood College for Women was 
iounded 111 1827, Llndenwood College for 
Men was added In 19 69 . and the Lindenwood 
Evening Co llege was eslablished in 19 72. 
Tile co lleges offer programs leading to 
bachelor' s degrees in fields ra nging from 
accounting and art 10 thea ter and urban 
planning. Interns hip and work exper ience 
opportu1111 ies relate studies in the liberal 
arts and sciences to an increasing range 
of career opt ions. Two new co lleges are 
in the plan11111g process on the Llndenwood 
campus increasing lhe divers i ty of 
learning opportunll ies for men and women 
students oi all ages. 
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