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Exodus

Man’s highest blessedness,

In wisdom chiefly stand.s;

And in the things that louch upon the Gods,
'Tis best in word or deed

To shun unholy pride;

Greal words of boasting bring great punishments,
And so to gray-haired age

Teach wisdom al the last.”

From the E. H. Plumptre
translation of Sophocles’ ANTIGONE

Roemer Auditorium
LINDENWOOD COLLEGE
St. Charles, Missouri



DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Antigone *Joy HeLrwic Hausman

Ismene TMary KAy PINCKNEY

{ éistér—g;rinéess;as (;f Thebes {
Leader of the Chorus of Theban Elders Groria Bursey

MarcarReT CoONRAD
Bonnie HoLt

Par Leu

Winwnie TayLor

Chorus of Theban Elders

Attendants at the Palace of Thebes . {giggi::N(g()Sl:ggfﬁToN

Creon, King of Thebes, maternal uncle
to Antigone and Ismene . . . {Pauvra Moore

First Guard . . . . . . . . 7Sara Joy Sanr:

Haemon, Prince of Thebes, Creon’s son,
cousin and betrothed of Antigone *ArLEEN BECKER

Second Guard . . . . . . . . EsteLLe SwaNson
Teiresias, a blind prophet . . . . f{Suzanne ELriorr
Boy-Guide to Teiresias . . . . . JuLIE BAUER

First Messenger . . . . . . . t1Patr PETERson

Eurydice, Queen of Thebes, Creon’s wife Parr WiLkerson

Second Messenger . . . . . . . {CHARLEEN SMmITH

Before the Royal Palace of Thebes

Costumes for Antigone, Ismene, Boy-guide and Eurydice from the
college wardrobe, re-designed by Miss Hiller; others by
Mickey O'Connor, St. Louis, Missouri.

*Members of Alpha Psi Omega, National Honorary Dramatic Art
Fraternity

iPledges to Alpha Psi Omega

Acting version by Robert Douglas Hume
based on the R. C. Jebb and E. H. Plumplre translations.
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Stage Manager . . . . . . . tEunice SHELEY
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CaroLyn CoLE

Sound Effects Manager . . . . . {NeLL CuLver
Sound Effects Assistant . . . . . f{Deanxa IzENBERG
Shop Technician . . . . . . . 1SArA Joy Sanuui
Make-up Manager . . . . . . *CyntHiA RICELIN

{']'MARY KAy PINCKNEY

Make-up Assistants +DEANA IZENBERG

Wardrobe Manager . . . . . . {Sueron LEe Brown
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Mary NeLL VanBisser

Pyl Cast of Alpha Psi Omega sincerely thanks
all who have given assirlance in the slaging of

Sophocles’ ANTIGONE



THE BACKGROUND

Antigone is the third play of the Oedipus trilogy, the other two being Qedipus the King and Oedipur
at Colonus. The earlier part of the story, preceding the Antigone is as follows: Laius and Jocasta were
king and queen of Thebes. An oracle predicted that if their new-born son Oedipus should be allowed
to grow up, he would kill his father. The baby was ordered destroyed, but a pitying herdsman spared
the infant’s life. Unknowingly, the prophesy was fulfilled; and Oedipus killed his father Laius and also
delivered the city from a monster known as the Sphinx. In gratitude for the latter act, and ignorant
of the former, the Thebans made Oedipus their king. He married the widowed Jocasta, not realizing
that she was his mother. Famine and pestilence fell upon Thebes, and the crimes of Oedipus came to
light. Jocasta killed herself, and Oedipus tore out his eyes. Exiled from Thebes, he spent his last days
at Colonus accompanied by his daughters Antigone and Ismene.

Events immediately preceding the opening of the Anfigone are as follows: The two sons of Oedi-
pus, Eteocles and Polyneices, both wanted the royal power. Eteocles became king, and Polyneices led
a revolt against the city. In battle, the two brothers killed each other, fulfilling a curse pronounced by
Oedipus. Creon, Jocasta’s brother, ascended the Theban throne and declared that Eteocles should have
the funeral honors of a hero, but that Polyneices should lie unburied. Burial rites were essential to the
Greeks, as they believed them mnecessary for the repose of the soul of the deceased. Antigone is de-
termined that her brother shall be buried, believing the spiritual law to be higher than the law of man.
Creon represents the law of the state. In this, the conflict lies. At this point, the play opens, presum-
ably on the day after the great battle.

THE ARGUMENT

The play is in one continuous action, comprising seven episodes divided by choral chants.

Episode 1. Antigone declares to Ismene her intention to bury the body of their brother
Polyneices.

Episode 2. It is revealed to Creon that rites have been performed over the body of
Polyneices.

Episode 3. Antigone, having been caught in act of burying the body of Polyneices, is
condemned to burial alive.

Episode 4. Haemon begs Creon to spare Antigone.

Episode 5. Antigone is led away to her death.

Episode 6. Teiresias causes Creon to change his mind.

Episode 7. It is too late. Antigone and Haemon are dead. Eurydice commits suicide;

and Creon learns at last, that the moral law is higher than the law of
the state.

THE AUTHOR

The Fifth Century B.C. was the “Golden Age of Greece” and one of the greatest peaks in dramatic
literature and theatrical history. Sophacles was one of the period’s greatest playwrights, and for fifty
years he was a leading figure. He wrote more than one hundred plays, only seven of which have sur-
vived in entirety. In the dramatic contests, he received more prizes than anyone else; and he never
rated lower than second place. The ANTIGONE, in point of time, follows the other two plays of the
trilogy, although it was written earlier.
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