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Wm. Clark
Fort Usage January 21, 1811,

Dear Sir,

I have your letter of the 14*5. Novem®. now before me.- ¥rom the
manner in which you Speak of the Houses and Improvement made at this
place by DT, Robinson, I am fearful that 1 have not had the good fortune
to muke myself properly understood, by you in my “etter by Lorr of the
31t, 8f Ogtober wherecin I informed you of the circumstances which brought
these Touses and improvement into my hands, :nd used the freedom to
Request the favor of you to emnquire of 21s “xcellency Gov', Toward at
Some convenient opportunity how the Ysage Treaty will effect those
Houses %o0. and what eontrol the Gov®, would think fit' to exerclse over
them?= I heve no idea that the ground  was transferable by D'. Robin-
son or any other individusle All tni:ufhe Yoetor has transfered to me
is the Tlourse and fences, and that iaﬂI pretend to claim under him-

The 10 Aore field adjoining and enclosing the Houses, I think I have
Some claim to the use of while I Reside here in & publie capasity, to
Raise corn vegetnbles éc. ror domestic purposes. but however Reasonable
Such & olaim may be, I Shall certainly newer press it as a Right, tho'

I Shall expect 1t to be allowed me as an indulgence thaet I am as much
entitled to at least as private Individuals who oeeupy l:nd at this pla
place- As to the louses, reno;s %6, they were m de by DT, Robinson at
his own expense, by Speeial permission of the Governor, under Such oir-
cumstences too as reve him a peculiar claim to all the advantages to be
derived from them,- And if he was not entitled to Sell them when and
to whom he thought proper, I am much in error.- If not too near the
Garrison, I think this Improvemsent would be useful to the Indian JJept.
fér the sccomodation of BAdeake- Blacksmith, Miller &e. 1f Such porsns
are necessary at this place under the Treaty.- If however they are not

wanted for these purposes or for any other, I presu8p there can be

no obj etion to my Cultivating the ground.- Having accidentally and



mueh sgainst my inclination acquired and interest in these Buildings, %o,
( to the tune of 500 which they iasias~ intrinsically “prth) I bope yo
you will have the godness to exocuse my meoking Some E;E;y‘lor you Respe ot
ing the interference and control which the Gov®, mey think proper to
exercise over them under the provisions of the Ysage Treaty.- Not wisht
ing tho' by any mesns to gzive you the least troudble in the matter.-
Provided no unforeseen occur-ences intervene %o prevent it, I Shall
teke & little exoursion in the Spring to the “ensas, “awnees, Arkansaw
Osages =nd Great Ysages, and probably to the Uttos and “issour®. The
prinoipal objzet of this execursion will be to form Some commarcial
errangement with those Tribes and to extend to them if possible Some
of the algantages designed for them by the Gov', in this establisimant.
This being the object, I can with much confidenoce Request your assist-
ence to effect it provided the thing h=s your approbation.- I am led
to believe that Some Suoch Step is necessary to remove the Jealousies
and Suspicions exoited emong .hese lndians by o few interested and un-
prineipled Traders; and that by = personal interview with them atiended
with Such ceremonics as are customary among lndians on 3uoh oceasions,
with a few trifling presents &o. a more frequeni intercourse may be
effected which would be mutuzlly beneficial to them and our Govt.- To
them it would afford Regul.r Supplies of “erchundise, and to us it i?ld
afford the best opportunities of becoming well sequainted with their
habits, dispositions &e, snd present the est means of conciliating
their friendship and good will towards the U. States.- 4s 11 willbe
negessary to proeure and preserve Such an uniersianding among the differ-
ent Iribes, especially the “ansas, *awnces & Ottos, as will prevent
their interrupting each other when on their way here to tPade, your
influence will be the more .ne'aeasary- {herefore if you think it to
promote this objeot, I will with the utmost chesrfulmess make Such
communications to the Kansas, Fgwnees, OLtos and dissourls as you may

-be pz.md to direot; and any other aid you may think proper to give, wi



will be-gladly-aenﬁ.— T Should be glad if you would furnish me with en
American Flag to be left at each of the Towns of the Kansas, Pawnees,
0ttos ead- & Missouris, in the hands of the prineipal “hiefs, wiich
ought to be delivered in your Yame as tokens of the genuineness of your
liessages.~ I propose to “et out on this jaunt early in April, and Shall
ve extremely glad to heoar from you on the Subgeet as Soon as possible
Say by the Return of “r. Ssad~ Audrain.-

I have Some Reasons to believe that the Kensas and Xissouris will
Remove their villag s and Settle mar this place.with the Little Osages
if they Resveive any encouragement from this quarter. I have been Several
times consulted about it, but have declined giving them any positive
encouragement, not knowlog if it would be proper, tho' I am very clearly
of opinion that they ought to be ensouraged and lavited- Will you be
g od enough Qo inform me if there 1s any object{on to their being en-
couraged Lo come her to Reside that I amy act acccordingly. lﬁﬁ's ny
interest os Agent of Indien Trade to bring as meny Indians to this
neighbornood as 1 cun Supply with goods- but I wish to be very cautious
how I interfere in other people’s concerns.- I sm persuaded that with
proper exertions this Factory m.y Le made a place of great Resort for
the Indians, and I am determinsd to omit ao exertions on my part to
promote its Success.=-

I will thank you to forward the enclosed dispateles by tue Fery
first mail.- and if you huve any Commands for me, plense HYend them by
the bearer, who prom#%s to call on you before he Sﬁ}ts— Please tender
ny most Respeotful Comp®®. to Mrs, O, and 'clieve me

Sir to bs very truly yours
G. C. Sbley
Gen* W', Clark
Saint Louis.
P ur?:&udrain.
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