
Lindenwood University Lindenwood University 

Digital Commons@Lindenwood University Digital Commons@Lindenwood University 

George Champlin Sibley Papers George and Mary Easton Sibley Papers 

1-21-1811 

Letter from George Sibley to William Clark, January 21, 1811 Letter from George Sibley to William Clark, January 21, 1811 

George Champlin Clark 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/george 

 Part of the United States History Commons 

https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/george
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/sibley
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/george?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fgeorge%2F371&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fgeorge%2F371&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


,m. Cl ar k 

•ort usago 1anu .ry 21L. lBll. 

Dear Sir, 

I he.ve your l ette r of the 14th . ovemr . now bef ore me .- ~'r om the 

munner i n whioh you Speak of t he Houses and i mprovement na de a t t hi s 

pl ace by nr. Robinson , I am tearful thnt I have not h1d the sood fortune 

to m..ke myself properly unders t ood, by you i n my Letter by Lorr of t he 

31t . er October wher ~1n I i n~ormed you or tho ciroucst ances whtoh br oueht 

t hese Tiouses and improvement i nto my hand.s , nd used the f reedom to 

equest the t a vor of· you to enquire or uia ~oell enoy Covr. noward a t 

Some convenient opport un1 y how t he Usaee Trea ty w111 effe ot those 

Rouses ~o. a..~d hat cont r ol the Govt . woul think fi t to exercise over 

t hElll?- I hr ve no i dea that the ground as trtlJlsferable by If" . Robi n-

son or any other 1nd1vi ual - All that the ~oct or ha s transfered to me 
~ 

is the ~our se nn· f encea , and t hat is~I pretend t o ol aiA under him-

The .!Q_ Aore f i eld udjo1n11l,."t and enol os in s t he Houses , I t hink I hove 

Bon e ol nim to the ~ of whi l e I Reside hor e i n a publio oa ~ae1 Ly , to 

tla1s e corn veget ,bles &o. ' or domest ic purpoaPs . but h)wever Reasonabl e ... 
vuoh a olo.1m m,1y be , I Shal l oertalnl y ne ::ver oress it a s a Rig ht, tho ' 

I Shal l e xpe ct it to be allowed r,ie as an i ndul enoe that I am as nuoh 

entitled t o at least as pr1 vate Ind1 viduals who occupy 1 n :\. a t this pl o 

pl o.oe- .As t o the liouses, r eno es 'Go . they ,,ere m de by Dr. Robinson a t 

his o .. n expenoe, by dpeo1a l p ermissi on of the 3overnor , urnler Such oir

ou~tanoes too a s ave him a pe culiar claim to all the advant C1Bes to be 

derived t r am t beo .- And if he wa.s not entitled to Sell tbem when and 

t o whom he thought proper , I am much 1n er ror .- Ir not t oo ne ar the 

Garrison , I t h i nl: this Improvement would be \1seful to t ho :ndi t.n .LJep t . 

f'd>r the aoconodation of a.•ak- Bl aeks ,11 th, 1ller &o . l f Suoh p r ns 

are necessary a t this pl ·1ce 11nde r t Lc Tr ~a t y .- If however t hey are not 

want ed for the s e purposes or f or a.n7 ot her, I presu tha re oan be 

no obj ot i on to n_v Cultivating the ground .- havi ng a ccidentally nnd 



much ~ainat my 1ncl 1nnt1 on o~uiTed ant int er e s , i n these Buil di ngs, ~c . 

( to t.hP tun o.: ,500 - which t hey ~&-"ae- intrinaioall y . orth ) I hope yo . 
~~7 

you will hr.ve the eo dnoss t o excuse my m l:i nG Some ..ehqPtrry 0 1 you ae s ot 

i ng the interf erenoe and contr ol ,hich t he Govt. may thi ruc pr oper to 

exerci se ovor them under the prov i sions ot t he sega Treaty.- Not wish~ 

i ng t hv ' by any means to r ive you t h l east troubl e i n thJ matter .-

Pr ovi ded no unforeseen ocour ences inter vene to provont i t , I Shall 

t ake a 11 ttl e ex cur sion in the pr!~ Lo t ht1 J...ansas , runnees, -'-'-r ktLns ti.W 

Os ages "?nd Gr eat Usageo , uncl probably to t ho vt tos and ·- is our~ The 

princi pal ob j ~o t r.r tbls excurs ion w1 ll ,o t o forn t-orr.e oonr, .. e roi a l 

arrangemen t 1 th those Tribes o.nd to extond to t hem if 11ossi bl e Some 

or the a laantageo eaigned for thm by the Govt . i n thi 1 e. t ablislmant. 

Thi s being the objnot , I onn u i th lllu oh ~onfidcnoe Request your assist

e.noe to etfeot it provided tbe thing h s your approbatio n .- I an1 led 

to beli eve t t Some .3uoh Jtep is ndoessary to r emove tho tj._oalousi os 

and Sus p1o1ons exoited among t he se lndlane by \ f e w i nterest ed and un-

pr inotpled Tr ader s ; a nd t h.... t by per sonQJ. interview 1th them &t tended 

with 3uoh oer e~onie s as ar e customar y ~g ndi s on vuoh ooousi Jns, 

wi t h a ~ew t r ifl ing presents &o. a more f r equen L i nter course may be 
t 

effected wh1.ch " ould be mutu ... lly t>enef ioi a l to t hom d our Gov .- To 

t h m 1 t woulll a f ford Regul r uupi)lies of 4'•eroilllndiae , "lll l to uo it vA.ild 
" 

afford the oest op_,ortunl t i e s or becoming well a o~uaJ nt e d with t heir 

ho.bi t s , d i =posi tions ·c . nd present liho est ,mans o.r oon.::111u.tine. 

t hei r fri endship and f OJd ,111 towards t he U. vt a t J~ . - s ii w 111 b e 

necessary t o procure a nd preser ve Duch an u.n e r s t nnding 'lf.'lo the ii.ffer-

ent f r ibes, especlal ly tho Aansns. "'' awnoes &. Ot toe, 4- S nll prevent 

t heir 1nter rupt1n~ each other when on the ir way h~r c to t f ade , your 

i nflue n ce will b t ho more necess ary- 1herefore if you t.bink f i t to 

promote t h i s ob j ot, I wi ll wi th the utmos t ohe r ful.Iless make ~uch 

ooltl!"'unioations to the Kansas , P(lwnees, 61.tos und Missouri.s us y0u my 

. be piased to direct; and any other n1d you may think prop:3r to g i ve , wi 
\ 



wi ll be gl a.dly Rec1 . - I Should be gla.d it you -,oul d furai~h ...1e 1th 1:u1 

.A.!00 r 1 0 .. n o be l eft t each o... the t o.111 ... ot"' t he .anao.o , Fa1weos , 

0 t t os e11"1- & ~1ssour1s , i n th 0 hc.nds of t~e p::- 1nelpnl '°'1,iet s , · iob 

011v1>: t t o be delivered i n your • tu1c as tokens or the enuineness or your 

. es~ages .- I propose to -et out on this jaunt early 1n April, d Shal l 

be ext r e 1ely g l a d to h ar f r om y ou on the tiub~eot aa ... ".>on as .JCS oi ble 

Say by the Return or ~ • ..?till+. Audrain . -

I have Come Reason s to 1:lelie ve t hat t he ~so.s and "'•is . ourt s w111 

Remove their vi l l ~ s and ~et ~le n ar thi s p l uoc with the Little ◊sages 

i f they 1eveive any encourasemont fr-:>m t h is quarter. I have .,een ~everal 

t imes con~ulted about it , but have declined g iving them any positive 

e.noouragemdnt , not knowing if it .ould be pr oper , t ho ' I am ve .,..y clearly 

of opinion that they ou,... ht t o be en cou r aged und i nv1 ted- 111 you be 

god enough t o 1nl'orm me i t there is any object ion to t heir being en

oour aged 1.0 ooJJ.1.e her t o Reside th .1t I amy act a ocordinJy . lt~·s my 

i nter es t o.s Agent o f I ndi un -'r a d t o orin as many I ndians to tll i s 

na lghbornood as 1 o ~uppl y 1th t oods - but I wish to be very cautious 

ho I i nter f er e 1n other peopl e~ ooncer~s .- I tlin per s uaaed ihat 1th 

proper exert i ons t his faotory c y ue made a place or gre~t Re sort for 

t he lndi s • d I am deter111ina d to oti.1 t .10 exert1ona on m.y part t o 

I will thank you to f orward t he enclosed dispa tches by the t ery 

first I!luil.- and i f yuu h vu any Oomnands f or n.e , 2l e ae ~e nd t hem by 

t b.e bJ ar er , ,vho pr o~s to call on yoi1 before b.o stJts- ..1.-'lou.se tender 

my most Res pootful Coupt s . to l.lrs . o. ind ~11eve ~e 

Sir t o bv ve ry trul y yours 

G. C • .3i b l ey 

Oen1 • 01 r k 

dai nt Louis. 

P . r l; Audrain . 


	Letter from George Sibley to William Clark, January 21, 1811
	tmp.1654289588.pdf.adzGz

