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in its bearing on this societ~, and on t he bbors of a l oved 82ld. cllarished 
ambassador of Christ . 11

, a.nd ... s b:iving for its design to injure a minister of the 
Gospel and his su_r.;porters, 11- - The ll. !)ellants coapl ain th.et they wer e TBI.::ID and 
condemned on exparte t estimony, and th.at they \'.ere not notified of the TRLJ,, and 
had no oppor tunity of defence. That the decision of the l>:t.·esbytery i s 11foimded 
in mistake c.nd injustice, " uhlch they, the appellants could have pr oved, if they 
had been allowed n. heari ng. Tllis appeal contains some very severe reflections 
upon the session of St. Cho.rles , and those who support t heir authority; c~rging 
saainst THE:" , that though a I.:IlTORITY , they had for sever al years · posed on them, 
the appellants, 110.n oppressive yoke," which t hey could bear no longer--tbat they 
had been guilty of mi~r epresentlltion, slAn<Lr and forgery, ~nd exercised unwarrant­
able po,;1er. 

Such is llr . Chamberlain' s appeal to the Synod. It i s to regret t ed exceedinsly, 
that SJCH a. p ... per , so cherged m.t h y vituperation and bitter recr imination, 
should ever have been sanctioned by "an ambassador of Christ" and submitted on the 
Sabbath clay to his- waiting COil.!,Tegation for thei1• approval . ':'Jlo con .for a moment 
doubt the deleterious influence of such "preaching of the Gospel of Peace," (see 
Chap. v. , P. 3) in a community where the t orch of discord and str ife ha- a.lre~ 
boen thro,m'l 
6. The stated meetine of the .Presbytory of _t . Charles t ook _ lo.ca at Salem Gr ove, 
on t i1e 9th day of October 1835. " In relation to the Jt. Cb.:.rles difficulties, " 
the follov,i.ng is recorded:- 11The .Presbytery having learned with deep re.;ret , tha.t 
the diffi culties in the cl:m.rch of St . Charles stil l continue to exist , a.nd with no 
prospect (as l ong ea the Jresent c;iuses of strife continue there) of buin0 restored 
yo peace; Resolved, 1st, that the Rev. Hirimn Cb2.mberl~in be, mid is hereby requir ed 
to cease his ministr~tions among tll.'.1.t peorle. 2d. Thtlt t he disaffected met:bvrs of 
so.id church be affectionully recommended to r eturn to the m tchflil care of the exist­
i ng session. If thoy have eny 1.,_..ieva.nces they be udvised to appl y to the constitut­
ional author ity of the cinl.rch for redress. 3d. That the session be t.nd hereby dir ­
ected to t ako such constitutiono.l steps as they may deem necessary to restore peece 
and order to the church . -- 4th . That the statedcler k furnlsh a copy of the resol ­
utions to the elders of said church, to be re...d to its me!:lbers us soon ~s pr acticable, 
in some public meeting. -1so, t int he furnish Rev. H. Chamberlain m.th a coy 
of them. " 
7. The Synod of 1.!issouri held i ts annual meet i ns at Lari on College from the 15th 
to the 21st October 1835, i nclusive. The o.ppeo.l of ... r . C.ha.mberkin end his eh.ere, 
coming up for consideration, ,,as "dismissed as informal, and unconstitutionally made", 
because o:! tho act of t he -Tesbytery appeal ed from W-s ruCL..,Rj_TIVE and not JUDICIAL , 
and therefore not an a peal.able case. But llr. Chemberlru.n waEJ allowed to present his 
whole co.se in anotber form, ~.ml then the subject was full y enquired into and judgment 
given. 

The reader should be ap,rised that LJ:r. Chamberlain ' s session had ~ppointed llr • 
.Uex:. D. Com)bell their "delet,-ate to the ... ->resbytery o.t Salem, " and t ji.£?. t the appoint-
ment \'13S not reco61li sed by th~t body, .md Ur. Cao1bell r efused a seat . .f.aoreupon 
l:.r . Campbell COO.!)L...ins to Synod ....nd ... sks redress. .-.nd ::i. lso, tbD.t a.n ... _,peal and 
complaint w~ 1-id be:fore Synod by llr. Chamberlain ar;::i.inst the act of .Presbytery 
of the 9th October (see E. 6) s igned by H. Cha::lberl~in, ~. B. Campbell, riil liam 
Spencer, "mnister s.nd rulin.., elders of tho ci1urch of St . Charles , " assuming the 
&eneral re~sons contained in t he :l_peel. of June 14th, t o$'9t her 7ith others specified 
by them. 
8. The final jucl..;mont of synod on theae several complaints , was not pronounced 
until after .:. patient and full investigation of the t estimony laid before them. I n 
addition to mucil documentary evidence, • Chamberlcin introduced sever ... 1 .,itnesses 
who testified in pe1·son; mid _.r. C. wus hco.rd o.t large, and ... t considerable length, 
in SU!)port of the several appe~ls and compl a ints. The p:.!l'ties co~sented t o oubmit 
all the •. a!)ers relc:.tin ; to the sever ..... l com. laints t o tho Synod for their decision 
without furthtir remark or debate. " The Synod then retired to consult and deliberate 
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in private, previous to coming to ~ decision • .,j;'ter some time thua s 1ent in 
private, the Synod decia.ed unanimously, t hnt the c ompl aints be not susta ined. A 
c ommi. ttee , consistins of Bretherm, Brown, Uc ..l.fee and Lovejoy, was appointed to 
prep.:i.re a minute to be s pread upon the records of Synod concerning this decision. 
The committee reported, end their 1·eport wus uccepted. 11 

The followi ng oo.:tr acts from the report , which is _uite long and impress ive, 
will be sufficient to :::fford t he read.er a ll the information needful, touch ing L:r . 
Chambarlain' s per eervering contest for supr emaoy, w.i th the s ession of t he ch..u:ch . 
"Synod elllflhatically declare , t hey have s een nothing in a.11 t he proceedings before 
them, th1t does in the least degree implicate the moral ch.:J.racter ~r purity of 
motive of any individU3.l conce rned. And t hey d es l r e especially o.ud particula.rily 
to agpl y this remark to the I.IIlTIS!i!i::RIAL character and standing of Brother Ohomber ­
l ain---th ey a re both unimpeached. " The report expresses the opi nion that a pet­
ition signed by ~ m:ljority of the members , vra.s yresented to the s ession, &c ., and 
t hat if the session illl.d evidence tmt ~ m~jority of members HAD signed it , t heir 
duty was, to h ave: call ed the meet i ng requested; 11and in en.ea of t heir refu.sing, 
the reme~ of the majority was in a complaint to Presbytery. " 11It is an evi dence , 
that a meeting of the church of St . Charles was ca lled by an individual me_,ber of 
the session, without concurrance of the other three members ; ay which meeting it 
was resolved to choose three addition.al elders , .1hich \'.O.S subsequently done . This 
act Synod jud"'e irregular and void, b ecause the session J.oes possess the _ omr of 
convening t h e church ; wberea.s , i n t h is cose , while t iier e were four actint. e lders , 
t h i s meetin.; was ca lled by ONE in oppos i tion t o t he TER.Rcl, i:.:.lld it is in evidence, 
t hat a majority of the c hurch d.id not vote for the ...:.u.ditional elders . It :follom , 
of course , t hat all t he acts of t hese new elders , pu.rportillG to be t ho acts of the 
session of' t he church of St . Charles , including th e proesedines ind in inviting · • 
Chamberlain, are irregular . Finally, in view of all the c i r cumst...uces of t:ie c:lse, 
Synod would most affectionately advise Brot her Chamberlain to seek ~nether fleld, 
of l abor t!l.')Jl St . Ch::i.rles . ' ' "To the :members of the St . Charles church , of both 
parties , synod :recotmnend f orbec.rance , for,'\i veness, and e1r nest endeavors by mutual 
con:feasions and explanations , to cor.i.e togeth er 6-a.in: and oarefully avoid a ll re­
criminations ; hereafter to live hs.rmoniously, ~ Brethern having " J113 LORD, orr~ 
F_ITH, mra B'APTI Sll. " 

Thus t erminated r.:r . Chamberlain ' s sever a l comt aints to the Synod.-- That tri­
bu.ne.l affirmed most uneouivoca lly t h a ji.1dgment of .Presbytery in a.nnull:illg the ele­
c tion of t:r . C' s new elders , and al l their acts ; .md unite m.th the Presbytery in 
t he opinion thc.t he ou )lt to seek sOOle other f i eld than .3t . Ciu..rles , '\7llich they 
a.ff ctionately odvise him t o do. 
9 . But ~ r . Ohcnberlain was influencod by other counsel. On the very ne:~t duy he 
appea l ed from the judt}Ilent of t he J ynod to "t he J-ener.J.1 _ ssembly of the _ r esby­
t erL . .n church, to be coII'Tened at .?ittsburgh, in Lr.ay, 1836" --where his np;?ea l is 
yet pend i ng. TLi s pa.per is of very ea t l ength, ...nd h-s a oended to it the 
names of ''H. Cb.amberl~in , ~ - B. Campbell, ? . Cayce , B. R. Uardlaw, and nm. Spencer , ' 

VlhO en.title t h!L:Solves 1'minister , in the ciiar..:.cter of s t e.t ed supply, and ruling 
elders . in t he church of St . Charles . u Ti'>.-e .J. pellants c omp L in of grevious oppress-
ion under t he judr,nent of synod--- th.l.t i t d eprives a minister of his peor,le , illld 
DI3.!.0BES t .c.ree r ...ilin e l ders , dul y and regularly elected and or dained. _md t .uey 
set forth t heir c ase with ~eas ons ~nd ~r gumcnt s, many ::.nd various ; c ont r overt ing 
every naterial position t ..• Len by Synod. _ few only of the s pecifications c outained 
in t he ~ Jea.l need be n _ ticed in t his sket ch , and t hose on l y ve1\.: bricfl .. . 
10 . Sixt~on re:J.sons a.re assi_,ned b: llr. Chamberlain for i1is a_peal to t he General 
.assembly; i n which he cons t ::.ntl:,· <.1.s su!:les ah t act , t hD.t he ..:.nd u is elders are the 
r eal c.nd only repres ento.tlves by a "very l arge ~d r es pectable majority"-- tA-t 
t he ol d session i.llld tht.i.:.• ~dherent , a.re a s1nll miu ority acti~ a.s a. DISSID~:T 
purty in t he church , and 1n rebellious opposition t o Cr . C. and THI. C:.roRCH; pro-
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du.cin ., strife ::.ncl disturbance , by false stat8I:lents , _nd the ai:ra.y of necro sl.n.ves 
against tb.em. ...nd :...r. C. conclucles by tel l ing the 3-oner....l ..... ssembly t lu:.t .a.e c.:.n­
not obey the jud9Wnt o uynod without ideldin~ the ri_,i1ts of~ lar6 e t....1 "ority 
i nto thG h...uds of a minor ity and DISROBING his ne·.1 elders , which he cleclo.res 01.l.c,'ht 
not and cannot be done , even to g:ra.tify hie earnest dosire for pesce , &c . ; and he 
finz.1ly dem.:.nds , that the ..eneral .i...ss embly give directions for or c;enising his 
09ponente as a :, .... ; CHURCH. 
11. Thie is t ruly a most extr ... ordil1..i.ry documentl --d its extravagant pretensions 
could sca2,cely fai l to e~cite the ris ibility of those \lhO set them forth m.th such 
apparent ·gravity. s to :_r . Chamberlain' s "~G3 r:iaj ority- -C.LE.c.R :ma.jority--V..!lRY 
k..RGE tn.:!jority, " of vmch he so of ten s pe~ , it is .w.t ocether - mis t J:e . The 
rea l truth as to that m..1.tter, e.s nearly as ccn now be ascer t a ined, bhe rec.der will 
find by turnin , to ch...p . IV. , i . 7 , 9, 10 , 11- - cha.p. v. , P. 4, 7,--cha.p . VI , P. c. 
llr. C • . il ... s cert ... inl:, been l..i.bOrint und1;;r c. tot..1.l misc.nprehension of facts on this 
point , ~nd ho.a been the me...na , it is believed, of le ... din .. , sever - 1 s t r ~_,ers into 
unpleasant !!list...kes, !la to the a ctm..l session of this church; i ncl.icing t !le belief 
th._t he end his new session are r eally and truly "the church of St . Charles , '' fully 
canpatent to ~t ~e..:ibera on c ertificate or otLe1mse; ~hen as .i:ws been fully 
shorni i n the _receedin ~ pages , such never ,r.1s the ca.se ; so f~r from it , that the 
Presbytery ...nd uynod declare :...r . C • .....ncl his sossion disor derly, c.nd a ll their acts 
as such, void. .And it ma;r not hore be amiss to en uire \"lhether l.r . Ch runbcrlcin 
and hie imnedia.te associates ( his session ) have not placed the1:'.!.Belves in an 
attitude very like defi.mce , t ovards t he la.u of the _r esbyteriai church? The con­
stitution of said church ( edition of 1821 , ) c ontains, in the section of a~1 eale , 
pase 450, t he follomn.:, sentence : " ii' .... sen tence of suspens ion, or excQJ'DmUD.ication 
froo cl:mrc-4 .[)rivileg-es, OR O.c' D:tl-~U'IOU rna.. OFFIC~ be the sentence a.ppe..J.ed from, 
it sroll be considered a.s in force until t.ne ap_:>e-1 s.'10.11 be issued. 11 --nd yet 
l:r. C. and llis new sesoion, a ltho ' tho new elders rrere de posed by the .Presbyt ery 
o.nd uynod ; or v,ha.t is juot ti1e same i n effect , their appointment decla red void; 
hc.ve continued to a ct , a.nd to style themselves "the session of tne cbru:ch of Jt . 
Ch2.r le s • 11 

The church of St . Cb....rles consists of its officers constitutionally appointed, 
and its me~bers regula.rily admitted t lu·oucn tho session; and no ot hers . Thos e of 
the cnurch, who employ :.u- . Ch.a.mbcrl ... in, attend his preachings , a.nd encour-c,e hio 
t o stay at ~t . C~rles , c ontrary to the knorni sentiments of t heir session, Pres 
bytery ..nd Synod, a.re without o:ny doubt acting disor derly a.nd unlawfull y as 2?......dBY­
TZ.-U..i.:.:S ; J.nd c ::...n only be considered a diss i dent pc.rt or party o ... : the church- - even 
if they ABE " a. large and res_ eatable m....jori ty, " as it is pretended t.1ey .!.re. .u.nd 
r.:r . c. himself can be v iewed in no ot her relation tile.n a.a an unsettled minister 
strivinJ to force admittance into and OV..:R his c.llllrch, c ontr ary t o r e~euted advice , 
entrol.t ies and remonstr:m.ces of meny of his bretnern in the ministry, of orivate 
members, tile elders indivi dually, and as t he seosion; the ?resbyter y of ~t . Cll.:!Xles , 
and SJnoa oi ~ iss ouri ; and in the full ::nowl edge that t uere are not less tiu::.D 
fifty respectable inclividuw.s in this little co1.r:munity, ~ho co~sider his STJ here 
as intrusive , and as L ntling t o promote the strife t hat his ccr..u JG her e was the 
cause of en.:.cndering. I t is very t rue , that several r es pectabl e end vorthy cit-
i zens of St . Charles , u;_t i l rece~tly have , contributed to the su_port of :.:r . C~ 
berl.:iin, who think b..:. )lly of him c..nd of his _re-ehing-- but they are not _resb,1-terians, 
and but fen of them professin~ christians . So?n:3 of ~1em are i n t ruth opon ~nd 
violent enemies of t he ?resbyteriDn church, and are not sorr,J t o 7i tness the sh..une­
ful conf'usion t hat iuls for the l.:.st t710 years oeon kept U! in tilio cnul'ch . In 
his ministerial l abors and ordinary int e rcourse ,nth the people , t:r . c. is believed 
to be qui te oid of offence . But t here is no den.yin.; the f...c t , that hl s presence 



in the commw.rity, h~s detel'mi.ned perservera.nce to est~bliah hi mself here as our 
?,;,$TOR, his k:n.OWll host i l ity t o t he exiati?lf; session; wid affecting constantly to 
consider himself and the new session THE chnrch, 2.nd actually uraurvi ng powers 
corresponding with such str~--e :Jretensions ; have encouraged end stil l do encourage 
and foment a spirit of disorder and 7ril d confusion in the church, that ere ruinous 
t o its peace, and fe tal to its important inte1·ests . t:or e than two years bcve 
now been spent in these sinfu.l contentions--t he time i..l1d talents of l!r. o. have 
been v10rse t hi:m vas ted E..2.!HS, v1hilst there are so m::lny destitute pl aces uhere he 
would doubtless have been corcliully received, and where his presence mi ght ru:ve 
greatly promoted his Laster ' s service , instead of its being " t he oc casion of much 
strife and disturbance" here a t St . Charles . It is ureo.tly to be hopes t hat 
t he C-eneral ~ssembl y will s _eedily and decisivelu act on Lr . Chamberlain's appeal . 
He seems to cons ider himself not only at liberty, but under s ome kind to~ moral 
obligation to protract his stay here nhilst there r emains aIJY right of ~ppeal; 
and it i s utterly impossible for t he church to r ecover its peace and to vr osper, 
whilst he al l ows himself to arrogat e u.nd exerci se rii:;hts o.nd powers f orbidden by 
the c onstitution and t he Synod. 
12 . ~ere does not exist t he sli~ test evidence t o j ustify Ur. Chamberlain' s 
char ge ~gainst this church, t hat its colored member s who a:re s laves have ever 
voted or been in ..xny manner arrayed agd.inst him. ThJse members a.re unobtrusive, .:lnd 
not at all ~pt to claim the ri~ t to vote , and have never done so, or been urged 
to do so , during t he t r oubles of the l ast t wo years- --indaed no occasion has been 
presented within t hat period to require e:rcy expression of t heir sentiments in te­
l ation to t he affairs of the church . 1~ . o. claims for t he cembers of his cono"Te­
gation , who are not members of t h e cLurch, the right to vote for a minister - --a.nd 
on this point , he and the dession and the Presbytery a.re fai r ly at is sue . To t he 
Ge11eral As seinbly it belon0 'S t o decide upon this question, and to pc.es an ct decl.ll"a­
tive of t he true construction of t he l aw on t he subj ect . Tne la.st , t hough not t he 
least extraordinary, of 1.ir . C' s . lofty vit \VS , i s his pr oposition to organize his 
opponents a t .ut . Charles a.s a ID: .• CHURCH, with t he RI GHT TO .i'.1NJOY TIBIR P.RIVI~. 
To t he very l ast , he _erserveres in holding himself c.nd his elders up as l'lIE 
church, although. the Synod had told hi m of his err or, only the day before he wrote 
his las t appeal. It is believed that on Mr . C' s depar ture this unfortunate little 
church Will r ecover its peace, and that its IOOmber s, with perhaps a f ew exceptions 
wil l be ful l y re-united. And in that event , its increase MAY at some future d~y 
justify a peaceable division. There is nothin~ however in t he existing circmn­
s t ances of its affairs , to co.11 for , or warrant such a measure. 
13. i t ought to have been mentioned befor e t nis , t hat in t he spr ing of the year 
1835, the session personally vis ited t he members of the church generally; and espec­
iall y such as they considered to be in need of their counsel and advice, t ouching 
t he choi ce of a minister . This t hey no doubt believed to be their solemn duty in 
reference to the disturbance t hen becomin _; seriously a l a.rm:ing in consequence of 
t.:.r . Chamberlain ' s exertions to obt ain t he pastoral office . For this a ct they a.re 
very s everely criticised by llr. C., and are charged with t he i r being tyrannical and 
oppressi ve . But reall y t her e ~ould seem to be much better cause for obmplaint, 
if the elders had negl ected this peculiar and very i mportant duty; e.nd it is t;!iuch 
to be l amented, the.t such was a lready the influence of the spirir of confusion, over 
the minds of SOUE of the members , as to produce a degree of unkindness towar ds their 
f r iendly visitors , t hat was incompatibl e ,vith even t ne ordinary f orms of ci vility. 

ClL.HER VI I . 
Visit of Rev. ,7. P. Cochran--Proceedings of St . Charles and Missouri 

Presbyteries---Oonclusion. 

1. The Presbytery of St . Cha.1.'les t hought ~roper to del ei.:,-at e one of their body ~o 
visit this church with the view of ascertaining t he pr eei se nature of t he existing 
difficulties with 1Jr . Chamberla in. and of a ssisting t he Session in carrying i nto 
effect their THIRD resolution of t he 9t h October, ( see ch . VI , P. 6) and also t o 
adminis ter the sacrament of the Lord ' s Supper . Thmi r commissi oner, the Rev. 



fbn. P . Cochren, made his v i s it early in February, 1836, and spent about ten d.eya 
in the execution o~ the dut tes assi ~ned to him. His r eception at St . Charles , 
was kind mid respect:fu.1 , except by a few of· the most zealous of ::.:r . Chamberlain' s 
supporters; by soma of whom he was tteated with studied incivilp;y; for uhich they 
had no other reason or apology tha.nllr. Cochran' s assisting the Seosion as ~oderator 
t o call u p two members to answer cb3.rges of improper conduct , and for passing sent ­
ences of suspension from cim.rch privileges against L .em 011 their contumacious 
refusal to answer . The reasons #iven for their eref'usal , as officially co:cmru.nica t ed 
by I.Ir . Chamberlain and HIS Session were , th.at the charges a lluded to , had been al­
r eady answered, and jude,nent given t hereon, i n Lr. C,' s session, and that the mem­
bers were not l a'l7f'ull y amenable twice for the same offence . It ought to be recollec t ­
ed, that this a c tion of Lr. Cbrunberlain, in direc t opposition to tho authority 
of Presbytery, took place AFTER the Synod had D:E...'PQSED his new elders from office, 
and dissolved his connection with them as A S:3:SJIOII ; and '172.S c onsequently an act 
of usurpation, and in viol ation of the settled l aw of the ?resbyterian church. Of 
course then 1lr . Cochran and the elders of the ohurch ,m.o acted with him in these 
unpleasant scenes , could not regard 1.lr. Ch:lmberlain' s decisions and interferences 
in the ca ses before t nem, a s a:ny justification, were t hey to neglect t heir own 
duty in the ~remises . Tney therefore proceeded, ~o ru:..s already been stated; not 
however m.thout s ori.e personal d.mger to t he commissioner, as appeo.rs f'rom t he 
testimony of Li· . Chamberlain, \7ho takes occasion in one of ;_is publica tions to 
allude to Lr . Cochr.m ' s visit and to these acts of his ; ,lhich lie s ... ys 11C...l.used so 
stron · a burst of public indi_;n:.1 tion, t lut n..ny fears ,;'/el'e ontert.;.ineu. of his er­
sonal so.fat;'' . The d...lll.,.: r to mioh . .::r . Oh.:!nborl2.in here .... Hudes , was a reported 
threa t that some of the friends .illd supporters of "Iii chm·oh and session, intended 
to ..idJ!linlster to 1:r . Cochran the populo.r ra,1.e .dy of LYlTCHillG , for \'li:lat had been 
1..LRE....DY done in tlle t !10 cases mentioned, and to p_ 'V.::ll:rT his fUi·tne r action in them. 
T.here is too mu.ell rea-son to believe t hat such a. threat had actually been utter'etl , 
m.th serious il!tentions of atteoptine its execution. :.:r . Cochr~ was ..-:a.med of 
it ; but either disbelieved or disreearded i t . Fortun~tely f or the credit of ~11 
c _ncerned, no movement \'73.S made to i n t errupt the Session i n t heir proceedings : 
they met agreeably to appointment, finished the unpleasant business bofore them, 
and l'Jijourned. As n- . Chamberlain appecrs to have been apprised of the d.2.n&,ar 
t h.o.t threa tened l.r . Cochran, and v.as in St . Charles at t l:.e time , it is doubtless 
a fair and reasonable inference , t hat he intcr1osed his illfluence to suppress it : 
for ho~ could a Presbyterian clGr~ refrain froo e~ertin~ all his povrars to 
prevent so BI"Oss a.n outrage on .'!. Brothe1· v.dlo was in t lLe discharge of duties as 
the representative of the .Presbytery of St . Charles?--dut ies that int0rfered with 
no man ' s laTiful rights . 
2 . __ t tba stated meeting of the .resbytery of St . Charles , i n .'...pril, 1836, r.:.r . 
Chamber l ain renewed the s pplic~tion that he had once or tr.rice made before , to ob­
tain atmission into t ll.iJ.t boccy as one of i ts meober s : but he was not successful ; 
the Presbytery for rea.;ons t h""'t to th.em appeared s ufficient, did not think it fit 
to admit him. lunons the reasons assi€,!led for this refUsal , was !:r . c .• s alleged 
disturbance of ueo.ce of thls church. This , witi:l severa l other a llegations again.a t 
Ur . c. i n tile f ~nn of chn.rges , was submitted to the Uissouri Presbytery, towhlch 
t.r . Chamberlain still belonc~d, for investi~"ation and ju~gment . is thoseOTBER 
charges have no innnediate r elation to the subject of t his ll'.lI'rative, it will be out 
of place to speak of them i:lere. The churee of disturbing the peace of this church 
does not a ppear to have been so t hor oughly inve.stiea,ted by t he Presbyter y as uaa 
r equisi ta to enable them t o pron01.mce a just judonent u , ... on it . T:Uis defect , is be­
lieved, was t h e consequence of t he omission by th.a otuer _ esoytery, to desie;nate 
and furnish all the testimony in t heir ·power , and to a ipoint s ome fit person to 
attend to the case whilst uncler examination. On t he ._)a.rt of the Lissouri ?resbytery, 
t her e r,as certainly manifested every dis1Josition to disch.a1·ge themselves f uithfully 
of ti10ir duty, to the extent of their ability, but for t he reasons a lready stated, 
they ~rere unabl e to elicit many of the existing f&cts havinu a ve ry material beu-ing 
on the subject . The Presby,;e ry have pronounced and published the i r judgment on this 
charge , which i s pr obably just such a decision a.a might r eas onably have been 
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expocted undor tho existine circurnst<J.Dces; a.nd just suoh an one as cannot be sat­
isfa~t ory to eitbar party . It has been promul~ated i n the following words : --

"It is clearly in evidence t.aat t uo pee.co of tho St . Ch~les church is dis -
turbed, a.nil V'"...;RY :IUCH disturbed. ·.:e are of opinion, too, that the GOING and 
BZIUG t h er of the accused, have been the occasion of much strife end d.lsturba.nce; 
but it is not in proof that the accused in the GUILTY cause of a ll or any of tLese 
consequences . The .Presbytery have sought industriously for that a.ct of the accused 
f r cn which GUILT in this puticular cen be inferred, but have sought in vain. An 
examination of the imnense nnss of testimoey, r1hich we have crith la.bout , and much 
expense o:f time c.nd trouble taken, ,rill cor.v ince a:ny mind capable of investi._. ... ting 
such a subj ect impartia lly, t hat t llere is no such :Jolitary c1ct . 11 

3 . This d dcision of the .Presbytery, ,lhi l st it fully affirms tho fact charged 
against t he accused; not only omits~to offer any rer:s~ for tho u.:ITTlID evil already 
inflic ted, or any security for the future ; but on tho c ont rary, it virtuo.lly consents 
to t11e continuance of the disturbance through the same a.sency, by exonerating from 
all blame, the brother who CO:TF:E.SSBDLY occasioned it . 

L.C1mi tting the accused to hnve been perfectly bla.neless ; tha.t he neither did or 
said any thine whatever to orie L iat o or foment the strit'e and disturbneces complained 
of, W-cept allowing himself to go and BE at ot . ChD.rles, still i t loos , at least to 
t he writer of this , seem quite reasonable and ju.st , that the .?.resbytery should bave 
Illi-l,UllCD or ~t least R3«.UESTED t heir • .. andcring brother II to retir e from the troubled 
region, 11 where his ~ PEBSONAL BRESEIC3 is by them admitted to be the occasion of 
s o mL1.ch troubl e in the clmrch . For it might r ationally be enough apprehended, that 
one so unforturuite as to CR&.!l!E s t t i f e , mer el y by GOING to , and BEUJ'G at the St . 
Charles clmrch, would be quite likely to IITCRUSE that strife very much, if lle should 
at any time be th1·omi off his suard, and be betrayed, however innocently on his part 
into some overt a.ct against the constituted authorities of t h_t church. Or should 
a being so obviously unwelcane, a.llo\'1 himself , through persuasion of others , t ho ' 
entirely repugnant to his own quiet and passive disposition, to be invested with 
office, and to ursurp powrs in defiance of .Presbyterian law, __nd in contempt of the 
s pecial decisions of the higher tri b'Wlals ; what e l se tban utter CORFUSION with i t s 
usual attendants, strife and disturbance, very HIGH.LY .lGGR...V_T3D; could be expected 
froo such PASSI VE indiscretion? Such acts as a.re here ( Supposititiously) 
insto.nced, ,vould, if per petrated by one enjoying unbounded populari ty; whose mere 
personal presence was usually persuasive of peace and concord, instead of beine 
the innocent occasion of strife; would most assw·adly ruin the peace and unity of 
.AlTY church , and utlterly destroy the influence f or eood, of ..tlIT minister who snould 
suffer himself to become thus involved. 

T.he reeder mll ren..rk, t h....t t .. e Presbytery, ...:n<.l the ··,riter of this sketcl1, are 
not p1·eeisely a eed as to the f ::1.ir ...nd just inferences to be dr ... ,;-m from tne test­
imony upon which the jud.@llent of the Presbytery is founded . The writer believes , 
that after the f'ull admission that :..r. Chamberlain "\"ra.s disturb ing this church, the 
Presbytery ought to have used their authority i n our behalf; uhether e:ny guilt 
or criminality, or blame might or mi8}lt not ~ttach to the conduct of r.:r . c., was not 
a question presented. The cnuroh o.._· St . Charl es , the m-i tar ha.a every reason to be­
lieve, do no entertain one sentiment or 1'eoling or • ersonal hostility torra.rds ...r. 
Chamber lain. They are perfectly well c onvi n ced, that ~heir lost peace end unity can 
never be r estor ed, whilst he persists in his mistaken course ; and therefore they 
earnestly desire his withdrawal. They are sincere in the opinion tbat Lr. C. can 
neve r eff"'ct e;rzy €;C)Od HERE in his ministerid.l character, but have n o doubt there are 
many destitute pl aoes, ,;,here hie labours would be welcome , \'Ti thout opposition, and 
might be eet l y blesses ; and therefore t hey desire him, in the langu.a.ge affectinnate­
ly a.dd.re seed to him by the Synod of t:issouri , "to seek another field of l c1bor trum 
St . Charles ." 
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4 . Ur . Cru:mberlain a poara t o labor under an i mp1·ession tbat hie 11 oppone:nta 11 in 
St. Oba.rlea cru.u·ch area an orge.nized ?..J"U1Y, untt that tney .have , in that character, 
made charges , and circulated them, with the intent to injure and destr oy hle 
private character . This i s bel ieved to be an entire misconception; there is no 
prol6f t hat any such attempt we.a ever ma.de , or wish harbored t o do an injustice or 
i njury to lir . C. When he came to St . Char les , there were ulready in circulation, 
certain reports a.eainst him, o.nd a s is usual , t i:ere was some diversity of opinion 
expressed about them--t he FACTS were not known , and ~r . Chamberlain had purposel y ,. 
ommitted to refute t h e stor ies r eported. There were some tvro or t h ree individuals , 
it is true , with whom ::.rr . C. was in personal c ontroversery ( aguinst one of whom he 
even pu.blisbed ver y b itter aspersions ) who openl y ex~ r eseed opinions unfavor able to 
him as founded on those r eports , and most p~ob~bl y believed t hem true ; and t here were 
others , v.dlo i nclined to credit them . But there is no reason t o b~lieve that there 
is a single individual member of the church who would not rejoice to be fully c on­
ginced of 11r . Cbarnberlain' s perfect purity of' character in al l thinss . Such reports 
a.a Ur . C. su.4fered to circulate against him unrofuted, f or y ears before he came to 
St . Char les in 1835, were certainl y enough of themselves , to startle christic...n 
strangers when ca lled up on to form a clase and ha.sty connection with him; an_ if t hey 
shrunk from tlle c ont act F u:R TlL.T RE,,.SON, it was evidence of an hones't impulse, o.nd 
TIOT proof of an uncharitable spirit . The relation t ru:..t a Pastor bed.rs to a church, 
collectively o.nd individuclly, is of a n~t l re THA~ .'.J3S0L{n3LY RE~UI3!::S L1UTUAL CON­
FIDJmE, and it is even more necessary, :Ln order to effect t 1.e i mpo1·ta:b.t objects of 
auc h a union, that the minister ' s personal character should not only be pure and 
irrepr oach;.;.ble in fact ; but believed to be s o by those who a.re about to conmit their 
best i nterest s , s o mu.oh to bis keepill(;; . 3ut it would be a hopeless under taking , ever 
to reconcile this church to JJ.r . Chamberlain, even i f t here were no extraneous influ­
ence operatin~; t:1ere exists an inherent , mutual l y repulsive , influence ; so posit­
ively i mnoveable and insurmountable , that were 1:r . C. believe by all to be as pure 
as Caesar ' s m.fe , antl to ,osae ... s the learning and talents of St • .1:aul , it would pre­
vent the union. 
5 . The writer has endeavoured to avoid unnecessary prolixity in t his nar rative ; and 
has studied yo present t 1e reader a true and f a.ithf'ul view of f acts, in their nat ­
uro.l 01·der and connectlon; and he thinks it probable t bet t h e most of t hose mio are 
i nterested in the subject may be able to sa tisfy their minds .:md to de termine in 
t he f ear of God and t heir consciences, i.ha t t hey ou.:;h t individuall y to do , in orde r 
tha t peace and unity and chrlatlan fellO;'lSi:dp !llf?.y be s ...1eedily restored to t ile church 
of St . Charles; AlID TO DO I T. 

The"imnense mass of t e stimony" from which th is r ela tion n ....... been chiefl y compiledln 
i ~ of a natu1·e so confused and irregular; so utterly void of 8.l-rangement , o.uu. withal 
so burdened with matter irrei:evant , t hat it o<lgl1t n ot to be a t all Slll'prising to any 
one , t hat t he Presbytery should have been unable to reach t he true merits of the 
whole subject; tho more especi~lly, as mu.ch important testimony was witllhel d , and 
some excb.ded 

T'ne writer , wllo is :uso a menber of this church, positively discla ims axxy P....RTY 
connection or party feeling ,m.ateve r in t hese .:n'f air s; and every motive capable of 
misl eading his jud.gnlent in any degree ; an, ho aesures t he reader , that in the c ourse 
of this narr ative , prepared amidst ma:n;y interruptions , he is unconsclous of havlng. 

11.a~ht extenuated, or c:.u,)1t aet domi in oa.lice . 11 

St . Charles , L:i asouri , .:l.pril, 1837 . 

The follow:inL. cut from t h e ~t . Charles Clarion, of 29th "-Pril , 1837 . 

L:r . ?:..t t en, 
Ici an.aJcymOus pD.mphlet , just printed at your office, has b . een put i nto my 

hands . It _urports to be a f a ithful narrative of f a cts ; but seems calculated to mis ­
l ead t he minds of s ome , i n relation t " important pa.rticula.rs , vlilich may ve ma..;.e to 
a ripear from the R.;JCORD I'?S3LF. The l"JWE of the r eal , r espons ible ...\uthor is tilere-
fore respectfully called for . 

R. CR...:.:BER.LilIT. 
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( T'ne Editor understanding t hat Lr . Cbmnberla.in would leave the State , on his way 
to the Presbytorian Gonersl 1.ssembly,. at ?hil a.del phia, before t h e publication of the 
next Clarion, offered to the author of tho pamphlet the privilege of replyine to the 
above in the eresent nunber . 'l'b.e fo ll-owing i s his answer : ) 

E.r . Patten i s hereby authorised to answer Rev. :.Ir . Chambc.rlain1 s request , by 
infor ming him that I am the r eal and r e s ponsible author of t he pamphlet he alludes 
to , and ti1at I shall be ever ready to acknowledge and to correct any erros t herein 
c ontained, when macle sensible of them, i nasmuch as i t is m;:, sol e aim a.11d desire to 
establish and set f orth the simple truth in regard to t he matters discussed i n said 
pamphle t . 

G. C. SIBLEY 
Fridey mornillG, 24th April, 1837. 

The und.ersi~ed ilas carefully per sued the :fore~:ing narr ative include~ under oeven 
heads 0 1· chapters , e .• titled The .Presbyterian Church of St . Charles, Missouri , it ' s 
Recent Rist ory Str ife a nd. Disturbance . Till'O ' s. l e rs anal knowle clge ot many of the 
facts , and a lso thro ' tes timony elic lted in the case , I d o bel:!:eve sa i d narr ative 
to be substant ially true , forming a c oncise and correct narrative of the multi­
farious trou.bles '\'7hich have assailed our church since t ne firs t of January, 1835. ­
Somo i t erns in the 1st chapter bein.:_; takon from memory, after a. laps e of ei ::;ht years 
( as to some 01' them) are found to be not entirely correct in some particulars . 

(SiE;'118d) s . 3 . Watson, Elder. 

I fully concur with r$ brother ea t o the . ..arrative excepting t he 3rd ch.apter , to 
which I have serious objections . " 

(Sic:ned) Thomas Lindsay, Bld.er . 
St . Charles , .-pril 26t h , 1837. 

------------- - ------------------ ------ -----
Note t The orro11 all uded in the above t estimonial a.re :--
First- J.s to the elate of the .:.ecease of Rev. 1.1 . Robinson, in the 2? par a~aph; which 
is a mistake of the press , anu. was corrected vd t h a pen i n ever y copy--( 1028 instead 
of 1835 ) 
Second --In t he 5th arar.;raph, 2? page , ].i. i,atson is Il.ll!led a s a.n Elder instead of 
t: . Ca,yce--This is a. mi stake of' t i1e writer , of vn1ich he '7V.S ap .riseed by 1..r . i'i'., but 
too late to be correct ed bef ore printing. 

The pr otest :neutioned i n this 5th paragraph was signed by 11. '.Jatson, not as an 
Elder, and 4 others , as St a ted.-i pr . 20,' 37 . 

G. C. S . 

A few brief r81:larJrJ3 in reference t o the f ollcminc prin ted pamphl e t , pu._,es 27 t o 34. 

I co r dially agree with :.u- . Ch:lr~berlail1 in reprobating the t oo common pr actice of 
:::molishins cliareea asainet individuals , especia lly ministers of t he Gos pel , unnec­
essarily- -

Ease 3O--:Jr . o. i s mistaken i n sup JOsine a ll the mtnesses e::i::cept tllree to be 
11Partisan11

; the three t hat he excer t s were l:uite as much so as the others . 
Page 31- -The .:>econd char ge--ifoe p3.t:,e 122. for •. ..J..rticulars notices of this char ge . 

Page 31--The 5th charge ( the 7th i n the pamphlet ) See full notices , pages 12l to 
128 . So to 1'1.ajoritie s 11 , See index p3u""El 436 f or refo1'0nces . 

Page 32--Thl' vat against Rev . :b' . _ • Grey- not much regarded by L:r . G. , as will 
appear by refer ence to his testimony, pages 123- 124 i n ,mich lt:.' pl_inly avers t he 
truth of the charge . 

Mr . C. cuotes f rom tile minute of the Jynod partially, omittin{; to notice the 
particularm tbat concern his continuing at St . Charles , &c . 
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£ Ji. I 5 S O U R I PRE 5 BYTE R, 

TO CHARGES PUBLISHED AGAINST Hlll. ON THE GROUND OF COMMON FA.ME, 

AND WI THOUT TRIAL, 1'Y THE PRESBYTERY OF ST. CHARLES , 

'l'he Missouri Republloan of May 6th has the foll ov1ing note: 
"TO THE PUBLIC" 

1. The last "St. Louis Obeer..-er" c ontains an assault on m:, character, in Juri oua to 
me as a man, as a citizen of this community, and a minister of the gospel of Obrist . 
To me, as to all, character is valuable; and this publi cation, I deem, requires prollrllt 
and effioient notioe. 6,loh notice i t sh.all receive on my return rrom Pittsburgh, 
where I am now going, as a delegate to the Genera l Asaembl~ f rom the Presbytery of 
Mis souri. Until I am f airly heard in my own defence, I request a generous public 
to suspend thei r Judgment. This will be just to me , and honorabl e to themselves. 

R. CHA.MBERLAIN. 

2. st . Louis, May 5th, 1836. 
This brief note was r epl ied tp, by an i.IlOnymous letter, whose ignoble effort, with 
all others or his class, I pass in s i l ence. 
3. But the published recor ds of the .Pres bytery, which bas no jurisdiction over me , 
are widely different. I would silently pass them--would most gladly cast a mantl e 
over the faults of all mg brethern--and would hide them forever. But self- def ence 
i s an imperious law our nature. When wantonly assai led, ever y mao must yi eld a 
right loyal obedience, or be driven rrom among his peera, as a pusillanimous wretch. 
I avoid the alternative, and che•rfully submi t to this law. I must do violence to 
my very being, it I did not. B ut NECESSARILY SELF DEFENCE is t he only ground which 
I propose to ocoupy. Farther than this , I wi ll not expose the faults of other s . 
4. When a public effort is made to blast the r eputation of a ol tizen, without trial 
and without a hearing; when the condemnatory record.a of a judiciary are pub l i ehed 
to the world, with no o ther basis than rumor; when every sh,eld of char acter, and 
personal happiness is thus t orn off and prostrated, the principl es ot the Amer ican 
Constitution are outr aged, and every man ill interested in the result. I ! the 
citizen so treated i s a minis ter of the gospel, the government of the church la 
trampled on, in its most obvious rules; and every other minister, and every member 
has rights in jeaparccy, b•cause the vi tal principles of the church compact,a.a.nd of 
t he social compact , are violated, and such violation is a wide spread publ ic. evil. 

June '38, I do not remember what the result was but cannot approve of newspaper 
attacks. 

G. C. 3, 
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5. Under the ci rcums tances , W bel i eve tha t the minister, churches and peopl e of 
Mi ssour i , will bear with me, and sympathise wi t h roe , while I se t bef ore them t he 
grievances o! whioh I complai n, a nd a ppeal t o t heir sense of public justice , and indi­
Vidual r i ght. I do t hi s wi th enti r e confidence , because I have found by an ext ensi ve 
i nt er course, and a ten year s ' r e s idence among them, that t ~el r l ove of char ac t er and 
l iberty l s arden t , and their abhor rence or persecuti on, is strong. I f th~ f ac t s , in 
t he case wi ll show, t hat I have been unjus tly as salled in a public Journal , I can 
ant icipate the awa rd of their Judgment . Well amd I assur ed i t wi.11 be prompt an d 
effieient , and the AUTHOR of these aggres sive acts , wi ll , i n the end, have no 
r eason t o pride hi mself on the f ruits of his labora , per serve r ing and abundant as 
they may be , 
6. \Vhil e I am t he subject of unmanly attack, and am published i n br oad shee t s over 
the l and as a man of defec tive ver acity, i t i s pr oper the publ ic should know, that my 
standing a t thi s moment, in the Synod and Presbyter y of Mis souri, is perfectly f a i r . 
That I share l ar gel y i n the confidence and affecti ons of t he peopl e of t h is countr,J 
tha t one entir e church i s uni t ed in my support , and a majori t y of another conti nue 
to cherish me, as the minister of thei r choice . And these a re churches , who have 
had an acquaintamce with me f or t he la.at TEN YEr..RS. They have known my losses, 
trials , and labors among t hem. Why t hen am I persecut ed? Who do rey brethern , t hat 
live r emo t e and have been a shorter time in thts St~te, now combi ne to des t r oy me? 
Wh$Y 
7. The f ol l owing plain matt ers of f ~ct , deserve the ser i ous consider ati on of e very 
reade r . 

On the 31st of Tulrch, 1836, t he Rever end J~hD s. Ball, pr esen t ed in m:, behalf 
to tb.e Presbytery of ::l&int Charles , t hen i n session a t Troy, a ce r t ificat e of "GOOD, 
REGULAR, AND FAIR 5T.Ui.1DlliG AS A UINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. " Whereupon, the Rev. W. P. 
Cochran, lloderator, l eft h i s seat, and opposed my reception. He r ead a l i st of 
inJurioua and offens ive charges aga inst me , and sustained them by broad and vehement 
a sserti ons . Lesa p r i Vileged, a t th is ba r, t han the chained fel on , I was permitted 
no reply t o thi s public a t1d unmanly attack, Bu t the Moderator having r eatmed his 
seat , t he vote was t aken on t he motion to r e~e i ve me, and l o st, one mi ni ste r Di, 
Rev. G. o. Wood, and two or mor e el de r s voti ng in oppoai tion t o ma . Agai ns t this 
high handed and oppressive act, t h~ Rev . John s . Ball, one of the oldest and mos t 
venerable o~ our clergy, entered on t he record his so lemn portest , remarking tha t 
he bad kn own roe ever si nce I had come t o t he state, ~nd he believe me t o be an 
hones t man, and a Chris t i an. 

P1lOT.E ST 

8 . The undersigned feels himself constr~ined t o pr ot est against the proceedi ngs and 
vot e of t he Presby t ery, i n the case of Rev. Hi r am Chamberlain, upon t he presentati.oh 
of his letter of a dmission from the Presbytery of .Mis souri, direc ted to this Pres­
bytery for admi ssion as a member t hereof ; a nd which they have rejected. 

The f ollowing reasons are as■igned f or t his pr otest. 
I. (1) The letter of d.i smis■ion contained full and f a ir t estimony t o the moral and 
ministerial chu.ract er of the sai d brot her--no objec t ion bei ng aade t o t he letter. 
10 . (2) Tba.t the Synod of Mis souri had, during thei r sessi on l ast September, at the 
request oi the sa.id Rev. H. Chamberla in, investigated c ertain, and sundry evil re­
ports , which had been i ndus triously pat into circula tion, injurious t o t he moral 
character of the sai d brother; and upon his emibiting evidenced of hi s innooenoe of 
those charges tid not only express their appr obati on of the su!f i ei ency of t hose 
evi denoea, but moreover expressed t hei r ent i re c onf idence in him as a brother, and i n 
his minis terial character. 
11. (3) Because ehe proceedings ot t he Pr esbytery i n t hl s case, l s conceived t o 
bave been made and cont rary to the rules of our disci pline . Book 2 , chap 2. 3d. seo., 
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which forbids c om~ L .• ints or i nfon~tion of oJ:fencea , before those means have been 
first rasorted. to wi.1ich a.re r equired by Christ , i n !,10.t . 18 , oh . 15, 16; and contrary 
to that caution which i s ·reo~nmended in oh..lpter 4 , sec . 4 , a.nd more expeoially in the 
case of a r ospel minister . See c lla.p . 5 , sec . 5 and 6 . But a number of a ccusations , 
of a hif,hl y offensive nature , were ma.de eratuitously by one of the 111:lmber s of 
Presbytery. Some of Y,ilich had been u.ecided by Synod, and t he brother acquitted 
t hereof; while others for c ontumacy properly f a ll under the case no~ paneling before 
t ile Genero.l ....ssembly, by appeal wherein the said Rev. H. Chrunberlain is the app­
elhut from a decision of t h e Synod. 
12 . Finally, the undersigned protest s asa,inst tne vote a.nu prooeedings of .z.~•esbytery, 
not only for the i njury done t he brother i.. q.1es tion, who hD.d no opportunity of 
deftmd.int:, himself , but a lso for the disrespect which ls conceived, a c ompl a i nt , or 
char ges should have been l od_,'8u -..,wnst t he said Rev. H. Chumberlain, i r. case there 
had been any cmr ges well foLtnded, and as the said Rev. H. CharuberL.in would t hen 
have rod o. fair opportrmi ty of defecding himself . 

(Signed ) JOrtH U • 3 ...LL. 
1 3 . 1Iy certificate of F-IR .S'.!.1JIDIDG was returned, l"O,'.l.r:i;:ed "rejec t eu , " to the Presby­
tery of ~ issouri , then in session o.t Co l umbia., A.ril 4th, 1836 . On rcceivin.., it , they 
unanimously c omplai ned to t~10 General .lesembly of tue " Gfoh.::> .JIJJG3 .;;cT , 11 odfered 
t o them by this act; re- assertinr, i n their c ompl a i nt , tkt I ,,as "in ...,ood , mid ref, 
ular and f_ir utamlinc;. 11 11 eJ t1.lso a.1 poin ted me their dele ....... te to the \}er.eral 
.tiBBembly by unani mous vote ; tile :.,oderat or , Rev . J . L . Yc.nti s , voti.n.,. Thus 
the~, muressed the confidence of th• .;11tire body in a _·crsecuted member . 
1 4 . : oo.ntime , the .?resbytery of ,faint Charles , b...i.vin.., t-.. ~ou one ot e J in viol-ti1·n 
of ecclesie.s tic -1 l aw, ancl of individual ri_,ht s , resol1eJ. t o proceed in ti1eir JOrk--­
'.i1hey accordin&l y adopted the 1·0110·.n.1:..;_, pa.per , , .. nu not co .te t i th s _,re "'1in_, it on 
tneir mirutes , 11it11 c!.l l its ~Toss L'nproprietiea t to uo read, ,,hen tile frosts ofdeo.th 
have swept over us all , they_ ublished it to t: • .., ::orld. 
1 5 . TO i'ru.. f:.i:.V-.u.!t.J:J:-.0 ..... .w.}Y'i!iIBY 01!' :....IJ.,JURI : 

The -Tesbyte1•y of Juint Clu:l.rl os no·,, in session, in t11e to\ ll 01· Troy, 1..incoln 
c otmt.:r, do moat respectfull y • resent to your Rev • .Jody that th, :ev . 1 iriam Cmu -
berl".in , a n:ember of your ev. Body, is i n OJ.l' bountls , u.isturbin.., the ..)eace of one 
of our ci.1urches , viz : the c turch of ..,t . Gil..!.l·les , ~ul 1.ier ... istlng c 1utrary to our ex­
preaae.l desire and advice, to co .. tiriue t here , to thu uTea.t deterimont of t:.o C<.11.Se 

of Christ . ,e do request your ?ev • .Body, to t'1ke such constitutiont1l stops as shall 
vri thch·u.'c1 the said Cho.mber l ain f r om our bounds . 
16 . Furtler, ,..re would i nfort.J. :,our Reverend Bolly , tllat t .G so.id :-!ev • .J , Ch..u.10-..rl ain 
pr e sented to us a l etter of dismission cmd r econmem:lat ion from your .... everend Body, 
to unite w:i tll us , and that we refused to recei¥;e s aid Ch..l.'lberlain upon the 
follcr,lin; ~rounds ; 
17 . (I ) The last ~eneral _saembl:,r so interpreted the cou5titution of the Cimrch, a s 
to em9ower each 2resbyter y to examine , aUL'lit , or reject any 21·ebyt .. r, -.1i10 srull ...sk 
a.~"1iesion with C:.........!. _:>"'""JIB from any other ... "8BbJeI"'J , ... s the Presbytery may u.eem 
proper . 
18 . (II ) 'Fne BoOk of· :::liscipline, Chap. x. 1- 3 , expressl y decla res t~t n1.• rne,.1ber of 
the Church , or minister of the c os,el , can bo tried for offmmes , that are Jmown 
prior to his becomin_; a me..iber of tbat session , or Presbytery. 
18 . The followinc nre a list of offences loudly proclaimed by f ama. c l2mosa, a.,-...inst 
s aid 01.wlaberlain. 
19 . (I ) Lr. Chamberl a.in t s attempt t o impose upon t "_e Jyuod by r e 1.din_, certain pa­
pers , now on thp file of Synod, an tl.eclarin..., t ll .t tl1ese cvvered the ,!hol e of his 
difficulties with Rab . tialmon GiddinL.-s; zm.en it is l01om1 t o some of thi.. 03.abers 
of tnis t'resbytery , t o.at one of tile c;romids of difficulty occui·red in 1027 , a yea:r 
poster ior to t he date of e a.i d paper s . 
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20. (II) 11.r . Cb..miberlain stated t o Dr . Graham, lir . Jordon , and ::..rs . 1.raxvin, th.....t 
J..I' . Thomas Lindsay, Sen. had t old him t hat he (sa id Lindsay) had notilin ..i.f, ... inst 
him, o.e a chrieticill minister of t h c.ospel , which sa id Lindsay and also lira . Durfee , 
( who was present during their int erview, ) sa.ys is not corr ect . 
21. (III ) I.Ir . Ohcmbcrlain tol d R. , . Gr ay, t hat if h i s nawe ( i.e . Chamberlain ' s) 
b.acl been before tl:.a St . Ch .. rles Church at the time said Gr .:i.y was chosen minister , he 
( said Chamberlain ) would have b.'.ld a ma.jori ty. This is untrue in fact . .i:.:r . Gr8¥ 
tol d thio to ~.r . Thomas P . Copes , and La.jar Sibley. 
22. (IV) Lr . Chamberla in stated in dynod at its la.st session, th...t Lr . Rob ' t 
S encer , a member of the Jt . Charles Church , was a. refmnned man, when Lr . C. c ertainly 
knew, or ought to have lmown, before he made tba.t assertion , t hut he \' NOT : ,iit-
nesses , Samuel ,7atson and · . .b. Spencer . 
23. (V) t:r . Chamberlain sta t ed in Synod that he lw.d nothinL to do wi th t he church 
of i:>t . Charles , other tha:n t hat of a missionary passing t hrough.,&c . u:c.til aft er 
t he election of t he IT.if:/ ...;:r..0. .. :ms. uhen th€: fact ... s :.mown i s , t hat he was tl1e i,ri.ILe 
mover of the v,hole business , and dicl a ct a lly go through the party of t he Chureh 
he suJposed favor abl e to his views , and deei~at e t n e persons pr oper to be elected. 
ntnesses , ~.r . Garvin, l..r . Jenkins , :tembers of ;;;ynod. 
24. ( Ti l ) Lr . Chamberlain ' s dis turbin the peace of the .:it . v11arl es Ohurch--.,i t ­
nesses , ElJ.ers an<l. Deacons of St . Charles Chu.roll. 
25. {VIII) t:r . Chamberlain to l d :..r . Gr ay t hat t i1ere wa::. but three opposed to him i n 
t he St . Cha.rled Church , when he lrnew, or ought to have knom1, t h...t that was 
UTTERLY D11TRUE:.. '.l'ol d by llr. Gray to Tilos . P . Copes and !.,n.j . Sib l ey . 
26 . ( IX) t:r . Ob.emberla.in stated to his con&rei-;ation on tne Sabbath he read tr.a 
first acts of .Presb, t e r y in r e lat ion to the Saint Ch •• rles difficulties, thu.t tile 
decision of the Presbytery was t he result of OLD OHOOL prejudices, when Lr . Cham- ­
ber lain lw.d avowed to .. r • . iatson, a.,.d others , t hat he was Ol d- School i n this theol ogy, 
not s ix months beflire . .7itness , Tnos . L;ridley, Sa.nmel ,iatson, and .l' , BJ.ook. 

a true copy, GOE. C. ,/OOD 
Stated Cler~. 

27 . Lly first rmark on thls sillc,ila.r production , is , t ~t it i s the ~ork of a par t y , ­
Tl..e Presbytery is a .·arty O! posed to me , and to the p eO!•le of my ch.a.r ge, in s evere! 
cases of ... ppea l and complaint , now panclin.:., before t 1J.e .6.Ssembly, and c ont inued for 
final dec ision, until L.ay 1837 . The Rev . Un. P. Ooob.ran has aided, a.bet ted and 
led this p:i.r ty as a L.odera.tor of nearlJ t'\'To year s strui.ding. His hand is s een a.s 
t he s 2ider , weavinz the web for his victim, in all t his business . 
28 . The witnesses named , ~lso , the exception of Lessrs . Gr::i.ham, ti!)Jncer and uellkins , 
are partis ans . The written charges of th i s party , I long s ince met :m~ r e futed 
before m:;, ovm Presbyter y and befor e ::;ynod. The~ begi n . ThEt'f make a "conman f ame" 
among themse l ves . Then, •;;ithout t he benefit of a heo.rine; ortr ial , t hey 1 ublish 
charges against me over the land, on the ... r ound of such carnnon fame . \7ho . I ask 
will receive, without very s erious qualifi cutione , such prejudiced and sus~icious 
tes timony a.a this? A good msJ:1 ought to sus_Ject himself as a witness when s o related 
by ardent party feelings t o a ponding cause . 
29 . 117. next r euark is , t bat s ome of thGs o statements a.re mrTRUE, sone of t n.em 
vague antl. t r ifling, a.ntl. some of t he .. maybe t r ue , witl1out any fault on my p::i.rt . 
Two of them refer to IIBA.R- S~Y ~TLOHY, universall y ~Jmi t t ed t o be t he -:orst in the 
worl d . And t he •,·mole a.re t r~own to..,-a ther in such a manner _a to produce t he 
G:::!ffJ::'-11 i n:.pr ession, tbat I em gui l t y of falsehood. 
30 . I n regard to t he FIRST on the lie t of off enc es , here published, I mve the 
affida.vi t of one very respectable wi tnees, a.nd c~n procure others , ec_ually as _,ood, 



to pnve tiJo.t ono of my pq)ers resb tad t v the Jynod, bears J.ate ->e1 t ember 6th, 1827 . -
1,ow I o.m nere, and e l se\?llere i n t~1e ; ublic ... tion of this _resb~ tery, charged mth 
U:Y .U!I!H , because my p ... pars did not .i: e ... ch t b.e dB.tu of 1827. _ t ,;i.os t door , then ,111 
t he fal sehood lie , as ch....rr,ed by them , ,men we c ome into &.n ecclestiaatical c ourt? 
31. In re'- J.rd to t:.ic oecond, I will save them t:io trouble of pr oof t hereof, in part 
at least ; a~d I no, say , ~ilat I have bafore s a id t o Dr . Grab.em, a.nd Jthers ; viz .; 
that trhen as a matter of Christian daty, I called on ...r . Lindsay in January 1835, 
anct. i.1.Sked. him this qt.eation, "Ila.ve you a11ything a.ea.inst me as o. chris t::. an , or 
minister of tho gospel?" I umlorstood him to say, i n llis usu.al Goothh u.io.lect, 
"Uot :iing in the ,70rld. 11 I f , indeed, llr . Lindsay denies the call , the r_uestion, 
or the answer, and al. pe-...rs in c ourt , a.a a uit ness a..,-ainst me , I ....m prepared to 
meet him tiler . Let him c ane . 
32. In regard to t he t tlrd offence , it is ! La.inly a triflin.:, thing, founded on 
opinion and supposition, and f rom the very nature of the case , oa.n never be proven 
to be a truth or an untruth. I am :miazed. that t he ftesbytery sho ... ld ever br ing 
such :i. charge against aey mnn. Admit it th.at I told !.Ir . Grey, thEa.t if I ,i.ad been 
a candidate , before the Church of St . Charles, at the timo he wa s , I should have 
had a majority of v otes . ':&is even seeos probable . For v. cl ea.r mjori ty were i n 
my f avor in 1027, 1835 , and 1836 , 221d a re so still . Blt even if th re were none of 
these facts in tile case, who sha ll accuse? Suppose a citizen snould say, t hat if 
Gener c.l Harrison had opposed Gone1•..,1 Jackson, in his first canvass , General 
Harrison would have been elected, a.nJ. the hero of :rew Orleans driven from the field. 
Md suppose on o. cb.:!rge oi· expressin...; such an opinion, a judicator, were g-ravely 
to publish t hat citizen, as guilty of <-1,}1 untruth . Row absur<lly r idiculua1 Now 
the .r. resbytery of Sa.int Cnarles say, that my ppinion of what wou l u. have been the 
r esult of an election between me and uy brother , on the supposition that I had 
been a cD.nd.idate "is untrue . " How do tney lmo\ it is untr ue? Let ther.1 rove it ; 
or l et them at least , contrive hov: t h ey are ever to pr ove it , before t nt..y chE.rge 
me witn a. hi&h crime . 
33. In r eg...rd to t he fourth offence , i t ;ab insi n'Ud.ted in Jynod, t ru:t .Jr , iobert 
S""enc er , was i n fault . I said in a.n un<.lcrtone 11he has repented of t h..tt , we hope . " 
I. a pprehend this ho1,e hus been reulised. But su ose h h...s not . How many hopes 
are clisa )pointed? .!Uld ,;ho , of that Presbytery, v/Ould wish the i r ver ... city i mpeach­
ed, bec ause they ilad hoped for that ,,hich i1ad nev~r ha! r ened? ,,hJ.t _ erfoat trifling 
with the chn.racter of a mwi. 
34. I n reEnrd to t he fifth offence, I diu wade i n subst ance, the st_ment ~11u~ed 
to, ..ind the assertion t hat I .;ent t,u·ou{,., the c hur ch, anu. u.esi..;na.ted the ! a rsons 
pr or-e r to be elec ted, ia tr."TRUE, and. I can r ove this by man witnesses . I did what 
ever y ministor and mis siouary has a ri_;ht to do , I v ~si ted t11e 1.1embers of c.1. vaount 
Church, ..:.ncl I .... sKed s a:.s of 1..nem, mo of tne ir munoer wer sui t ab l e 1 ..,rs.Jue to fill 
t he office of rulin', ..;lder . 
35. The seventh offence , ... s c.ii....rged1 :i.s !J.lso erroneous . I h!lve not inte:ition:..lly, 
mom.n~lY or rn.llin.., diaturb1.. t.ne _ e-cc of th.:s 01-urch . So .. ll:3 of its tJ oers , un-

hc:._ pily, have ve ry ouch ..t.istiu·bed tha.,s l ves on -;:, account . uut .. r ouolos and 
divisions of this sort , have ...x:isted horo for sever ..... l yec:1.rs , ..ind in reference to other 
minioters . Unu.er t he ministery of the lamented .tobinson , of !!all , ioods , and 
:lichola , tnero ,iere difficulties . And moreover, wb.sthe. it i s pro~er for me to 
remain here or not , or in other words , wuethcr a majority shall ,~vern i1 our 
church, is a u.estion now before the .• ssembly i n a case of a_ peo.l , from what we 
deem, the un.;uat , expo.rte and oppres ~ivG acts of this same i'resb::,rter y . Until t.i~o.t 
hich judicatory decide , they cannot touch the c-se . If they do, they a.re ,,uilty 
of contempt af,-inst tLo hi&}l.or c ourt . 
;j6. 1 tl rego.rd to tho .ri i.hth offence , i t 1.11 ba very un:fortun.! te for ... r . 1.1rc.y , if 
he should attempt t o suota.i n this st:..temeut , mu..l.e on his authority. For I shall 
.,;,rove by s own letter, t.aat I tul d i1im no such tilin._.. 
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37 . The attempt in tile nith o.nd hat item, t o f i x an me the charge pf being an Old­
School man, or of representing mys elf to ,:ateon as such, is one of the most weak 
and preposterious that I have ever met wltil.. At .?.rinceton, at .andevor, on my ar-
ri va.l i n this s tate; a.t Sai nt Louis , at Sa.int Charles , in the hee.rino of '\'/at son 
himself and of the whole Cluu·ch ; at Boonville , Coluilbia, in llb.rion County, o.ntl 
many other placed, have I boldly and explici tely proclaLed, ,,ha t nas been denomin­
ated "New School d.octrine"--nhe doctrine of a general att nemmt . That "Christ is t he 
propitiation for our sins , and not for ours only, but ~lso for the sins of tae wh~le 
world. " I f to do this , i s to be on Ol d-School mun, then do I claim to be r .... nlced as 
suoh . Fo1· I freel y admit , th::i.t I 3m as old as the Bible iu this Theol obico.l senti­
ment . But e. differ ent distinction h.:ls prevailed in our Church, n.uJ. those v,ho hold 
t h e reverse of th.is , have beon ~ener~ly called Ol d School men. To this l utter c lass 
I do not belong. Now have I ever said I did. I love and cherish brethren on both 
sides of this ques tion, and i enounce no man for differing from oe in opinion: and so 
am I ti1.e last I!lDJl in the world to conceal an opinion, t'ti:J.ich I do hold, a.s many, who 
lmow me , can testify. 
38 . duch, honest reader , a.re the circumat..inces under which a Presbytery have t,rave­
l y presented me to the public , as a. man of 11UI!TRJTR11 • They 11.a.ve done it on the 
precarious gr ound of runor--of floatinu t estimony. '.chey have uone it , in viola tion 
of law, 1::.11d justice , a nd with no jurisdic tion over me . (See n ote i.., ) 

Now the civil Constitution of this State , encl oi tile United otates, provides th.'.lt 
an accused person shall have duo notice of trial-- ahall be heard in his own defenne 
- - shal l be confronteu. with witnessea- --sha ll be p vrmi tted to i ntroduce wit nesses i n 
his favor .---shall have the verdict of i mpartial men. The Co. stituticn of the .Pres-
bytcri:m C .. urch, equally just ,.,_nd righteous i nd&ll its parts , ma.c.e s similar pr ovi s­
ions ; a.nu fu.rthm·more, ea pec ic.lly eua,rds the character of a minister of the ::,Os1;el 
who , from hi s profession, is lmown to be pocularily liable to misre_)resentation. It 
also declares- --"il any pers on e.bi.Jl spreE!d the knowlect.,rse of e.n offence , unless so 
f ar as shall be unavoidable , i n prosecuting it before the proper judicia ry, or in 
the due performance of some other indis pensable duty, he shall be liable to censure 
a.a u slanderer of hi s brethern. 11 

39 . The third .i.>resbytery of ::~ew York say, in the case of :.c ...>owell , "In the judg­
ment of this .Presbytery, a most warr antable a.nd unchrstta.n use is oade of the public 
press , in i mpeaching and censuring individual conduct a.nd ch'.l.racter, to a total 
disrega rd of t he law of Christ , respecti?lE tne manner of cloll.lins with those who 
have offended , snd t n.at this great and crying evil, should receive the univer sal 
r eprehension of t he friends and fol lower s of Christ . " 
110 . In cases of high c1·ime , and impris ionment , t he public journals also , as o. mo.tter 
of common prmlenoe and propriety, generally abstain f1•om givine the f acts to t neir 
r eaders , until theJ are investiGa,ted b dfore a civil court . 

If, then, these plain and uell settled principles 01· law and justice are to pre­
va.il --and who Bh.:...11 consent that they shall U')t?---in what la.n"'-uage shall i7S sr eu.k dtf , 
or in what li@lt shall ;e view, the oot in ques tion? \To.ere is the brotherly kindness, 
charity, prudence and pious reserve which has cn.aracte rised the Church, in its deal ­
ings \'fl th its 100rnbers? ,'lile r e is la'\'I? Justice? ...11 tha t ia dear and s....cred?- - If 
the charges are true , I bave a ri oJlt to co,,pl ain. But if , as I a.m ..J.ble to show, they 
are GROJdLY ...:RROUEOUS, rnio, besiJ."' , wo .. t ld be willing to t a::e upon :1i:l 311.1.1.1.lders t he 
responsibility of s o abuaing e.n innocent brother , lo.borin,., for tile ,.,-ood of men? 
41. They say f:mia cla.mosa loudly proclulms tb.is lons list of offences . llow I ...sk, 
and I have an undoubted ri /).1.t to ask, h ow cmn this cb.morous 1·ame? Lumy persons 
in Si:..in t Cha rles nev ~r .le~rd of some of t e s e clw.r :.,-es , until they 4> eared in print . 
I nwself never heard o... s ane of t hem, until t hey .,er e read out , in t he Court Hous e 
at Troy, in the he.1ring of any, by the Rev . .. m. P . Cochran. We.·e they not .-ndeed, 
gathered up by him, from the 9arty, durlng the ten da.JS visit which he made to this 
Church this last -~tinter , when he came not neru· its minister ; but did C..4.!.'tT.Jli T1:EGS, 
which I forbear to name, ~n1ich neverthel ess caused so str ong a burst of p~blic 
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indignat ion, that m:my fears were entertained of his 1~r sonal safety? .hlld wer e 
they not , when print ed, S'hown by him priva.toly to the ma.bars of the Assembl y , 
in a way eui t'ed to prejudice their mind s a.era.inst me? 
42. I honestly declare, I wish this brother no earthly harm. I hs.ve l oll{; known 
what to expect from him, and been silent . Ho;-;-ever riclhteous his course , f or ti1e 
l ast ti.ree years , may a ppear to the judcrmnt of h is ovm mind, it has more than once 
r eminded me of Saul in the pursui t of the i nnocent .David. He may pursue • I will 
remember David ' s example a.rul beo.r t i:le persecutions of Saul with all meekness and 
charity . But he shall not destroy me, if I can help it . 
43 . ',7hen charges against me h:ld been \7idel y c ircula ted in 1835, of unchrthst i an 
conduct toy,erds Rev. s . Giddins , of dishonesty as an ab-ent , of disturbing t he 
peace of tile churches, t he Presbytery of Dssou.ri took up the subject , at my 
earnest request , o.nd havi11o examined it to t heir perfect satisfaction, tl1ey say : 

RESOLVED, IDT.illHl!OU.SLY, Tlw.t this Presbytery i s entirely satisf.:.ed, t hat the 
said reports are wholly false . 

RESOLVED , FURTH.ER, AITD FIY.J.LY, Tl:lat in view of the whole case, Tie :fl.eel not 
only authorised, but bound in justice to an injured brother, to express not only 
tmdiminished, but entire confidence i n his hoLesty, as a InilJ'l , and ill his f aith­
fulness as~ minister . (See note B. ) 
44. Syl'lou. , a t their meotinr., in October last , he.-...rd my d~fence a..,a.inst , substant­
iall J the s e charges, entered on t!l0 files of t 10 Saint Cmrles Prebytery, Jl ... 

theJ say, "It is with u.nfeiened satisfac tion, thJ.t tho Synod. empha.ticu.l ly de le are , 
t hey have seen nothing in cJ.11 the proceedings before tnem, that uoes , in the 
leas t degree , implicate t :,e roor o-1 chru:acte:1' , or purity of motive of v.ny individu.:i.l 
c onc erned, and they dasire especL,.lly, aml parti cu.la.rily to apply this rema.rk 
to brother Cbn.mberl a.i n- --TiIBY _,.ru BJl.1fI U!TIL.PJLCHED. 
45. Yet in the face of t ese decisions of rey own Presb .. ;ter y , anl of superior ju­
dicatory, a Presb~rtery to which I do not b ~long, _repare and publish a por tion of 
the aaz.c char ges , i7i th new ma.t ter , and .::.11 on tho :_Touwl of common fame. ifuoever 
heard of such proceed.int,s bef(l['e in any church? There must be an unwonted anxiety 
here , to impe.:i.ch the ch.:.racter of a m.m . I a pei:.l to tb.:::.t public , before wilose 
bar tr.is S\l.biect ~s been vor y improperly bro~t , yet not by me . And I no..,.; a.sk 
wiw.t ..1blic man, whb.t private citi zen , w.h....t ministi:.r of the t;..oopel cun be found 
in t h.la lDnd, so unenvied, so un.roproac h!d, t hat an active a~~nt coul d not find, 
in the course of tor- cb.ys ' indUJ3tri01 .. 1.S effort a.nu ew uiry, from hoiwe to house , 
quite as much matte1·, for co.il!l10n fame , as wo-11d fill her brazen till'oa.t? .. hat 
father , mat husband, ,.-,11: ... t m.:m wo:ild be willill!., to nave the some experiment 
tried on him and to the sa...e exte!1t'l Suppose it trieu on t 1e :.odero.tor , in 
Fl·ru.llclin, i n C ,lu. .. bia., in Pa]Jeyra, w11ere h e. 11...s resided. On ~homas P. 001:es , 
who ha_ pens to be var r well lcnmm to til.e records of this co'.IDty, with a fair pro­
s pect of ' havint, his memory perpotuat eu. 
46 . Fellow citizens , I :!Sl: justice; a!ld I u.slc i t ut your n::.nde . I a.sk the priv­
ile~,-e of sta.mlinf erect am.on::, you, ....s au ho!!.est man LJ.I.t... :::. christian, until s 0we 
norc trutb.i'ul and responsible personage th.an that harlot , c on:unon i'ame , pronounces 

B.. er .:..3.1 .. :.IiL ... nr. 
Saint C iarles , July 11 , 1836 . 

i,ute .~.-- .;ustice to _·ea ected bret:10r11 who 1k.d no ::ilL ... re in this busineos , induces 
me ha.:.:e to state , th.:..t oever..i.1 ir.porta.nt rec. emb1.;r ·,70ro abse1.t durin.:., the sessioni, 
who, I am persuuded , never ·,•o.,,l . ::..ve ~iveL fueil· c0nsent to any such im~sures 2.3 
those , of \:h.ich I complain. I :::.lso deai it necessary to ot.:i.te , that I ha,·e 
re 1uested the action of rv o n .Presb ter<J , O' tl!c c _ uolic._ tions . 



lrote B. --1/hereo.s , it i:1 a been rer ortecl, th t r...,t·1er -:-: . Clt"" b rl ... in he..o lleen 
cuilty o:f muaithfulneas ir t:1v .:u. ... 1..._.<a.,e .t o ... certain funds wi1icil. il~ve been 
plea.cod :i:n his i.amls , by benevolent intli vidu .J.a in the 3ast auu .,oat i'or the 
l,w.·_ ose of b 1iltl.inc :i. i1o·w e or wursnip , for th<; -.. ..!3u o:f thu J..L'esb tcr u_n Chu.ch 
of Boonville--- and of dlshonesty in retaining ce1·~a.:..n ::rticlbs O- b1.;u. cl ot:_i;--u, 
c ollect ed by him, ... s a.gent of _o.rion Collet:,"8, :for the use and benefit of s i..id 
Co l leee . ---arul a lso tnat the s~id br other b.....s been iustrumcntcl in destroJinG 
t ile . enoe and narmony of J.nany, if not .:-11 , t l..e c hurches with :1hich he h:...s been 
c onneot ed---~u wnereas, tnese reJor t s have extended beyond t ne bomids of iris 
particular ac ua.intance , -nd ere calculated to ruin i1is cua:racter cs a Ll..'....!l :llld 
a minister of tlle gos pel of Jesus Christ . It is t uerefore , 

JESOL vi-..m , mwa:.:uU.3LY, Than Brot he1· Cluunb rlain be _;,1e1mi t ted i n com:ormi ty 
\'•it h his Oi7n par ticular sol icitation, to p1·otluce: such evidences of his innoc.ance 
of the c.<.bove cn.....rges , us ne m.::.y be able to do , for tLe _n.:.rpose of dis abusing 
t.lle minds of his bretaern, 9:nu. relievin~ his c.lu.racter from a l l suspicion. 

\inereu!JOn, brothc r C.:2-3...:_i .. nr, proceeded to Ill<.:.ke c. a tatiament i.. relation to 
all tbe ~-e_ ort , mich ... t .... te unt 1ras am1,, l y sust ained by sa.tisf...:.ctory vouchers . 
It was tLerefo1--e , 

:'.....JOLV:ill, U:1:..:'."I!. (rJ..,LY, Tb.'.lt t .. is ... reebytery l s entir ely satisfied, t ..... t t .. e 
s,1id re!)Orts are \1:i1 ly fo.lse--t.1a.t in ~elation to t: .. c first ._..,-itl secJnd t • .lGJ feel 
called upon , i n ju.;tioe to him, to s ay t~t he 11..:..J acted m.th scrupulous r o..,a.rd 
to honesty o.ud. to :.is responsibility, .... s entrusted with the benefactions of t:-...e 
g enerous- - a...u. t4.t in r elc.tior.. to the t.d1·d, he has bean misrepresented 8.ild 
i njured, with.:, it any cc1.use , and in r elation to every c.harc e a£fectino his moral 
ciltlra.cter, he m..illifested '3. erfect z1illincness to t;o i nto jucl.icial i nvceti5 ation, 
whenever it may be d0emed expedient . 

ffi.SOL'f""....J) , FiJ.LlT'.1.J.1: , ....=.w _Il, ..LLY, ~hat , 
only aut11orized , but bound in .justice to 
only undimi11ished , but entire confidence 
f.ithfuln.ess .;.s ~ minister . 

in vie\·, of the · ·hol e c ase , .we .?eel not 
an i:r.jured brother, to e:>:!!ress, I.Lo t 
in his honesty ... s a man, ancl in his 

_ t r ~ oo_y of t.lle minutes f the - i sso ... r i • resb ter J . 
R. L. 1:0 .lF.SE 

.:>h.ted 0ler'A of -~esb tery 
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lLTl:.: The fi..,ures l 1 , 2 , 3 &--c . ) merlc the ~·:.:.ra:;r .1phs 

of t hO followin..., pwnphl.e t , as t.,e;y a.re referred to i n 

tile sobsequeut Review, cora . .encin1., at pcl{.6 49 . ----
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IJAJOR SIBL :ii: Y ' S 

cm.men EIS'l'O:J.Y CROSS- ELu...ll!ED 

A!D :'UT TO T:.BST OF :R3CORD, 

H . C1k..-BERL ... 11T. 

1 , The r eason wily I an B,f;ai n befor e the p-J.blic is , that I .....m l ubliciiy assailed • 
..'..nd haviuc, obtained justie•e once, I very n.:iturc.lly l oolc for it i n this inst:mce . 
I do so wit h mraa.verine confi dence , becc,.use I h:.ve lon~ believed t he people of 
t his St a te :i:Jtdispose u to de~l f r Gnkly and f airly when diff erences ariso in any 
querte r : and have already proved t .1em to b e quick- sighted anu prompt to awar d a 
r i stiteous sentence in f ;.:.,vor of an lnjurecl pe.rty , ,,here misrepresentations are 
empl lyed to subyart l lain matters of f act . ?crl~!JS 110 people were ever more so. 
The experience, vfaich I , a t lea.st have 11.e.d of this i.lisros ition, induces me to 
trouble them with so1:ie BRIBF lilll.......RZS , and IUCOHTnOVLRT...3LE PROOFS, i n reference 
to the .!.:aj ar ' s 11Recent !Iistory. 11 So f::..r a s t ile people of this cou.. t y ar e c on­
cerned , however , I mit,ht well spar e mysel f al l the.t t 1'0·-1ble . For the t hing has 
r eally don e nobody miy h:..rm with us , t hat I cui ascerta in. 3ut it seems necess....ry 
to prevent a:nJ misapprehension, wi1.ich may arise in the im.ntls of strw.1{,ers , froo 
the industri ous efforts oz a. few, d.iJposed i f possible , to do 100 an injury, by 
m&.ns of a print ed b0ok . I yield t uerefore , to a. law ,.;f nature , -;rbich i tposes 
on every can the DUTY of s el£ defence. This duty oei ll;J cliscn.a.r ged, I am 
perfectly satlof:eu. I am at peace . 
2 . It w.ay assist tile r eader , t J premise , that i n t he su:11r.er of 1835, ·;1hil e t11e 
wri tar was busily er.i11 lyed in visiting t he sick, durin..., the prevalence of 
Cholera; c ert a i n i ndividmls went up t o t he Presbytery of dt . Cru.rles , then in 
session nea r Pa.J.myra., a.nu ma.de such repre sentations t o t hel.!l, of our character 
and conduct , as led to t he passa, __ ;e f a se t of r esolutions which were deemed 
highly i njurious and oppressive in t heir bearinL on this chm·ch . ~ne mor e so, 
as t he meatin. \'rclB held wi t hmtt cnu· kuowledge . '~ne case v unt up by a 1peal t o 
t he Synod, .:uld. thenco to t he • ...ssOI!lbl y of 1836 . 
3 . On tho eve of my ueparture to o eet t ru:.t .... s s embly, aud \7it h a manifest V i8'\'1 

of prej uuicing t he minus of the met1bers , .md the public e enerally ~ai11Bt me; 
a list of violent per son!!l chm-ges , 11,ad.e preofessedly on t h e ~'DOund of 
"Conmon . .!'ame11 without investi c.,a.tion , were publ i shed a :;ainst me by orde r of tae 
Presbytery of Gt . Chc.rles, u. body of '711ich !.:r . Linds o.y was a me '1bar , and which 
ru..d no jurisdiction over ne . To susta i n t :1ese ch:u'f;OS the names of c. c. Sibley, 
Thomas Lindsay, S L. Watson, .'.lllU ot hers , wer, a_ pencled . 'i1he reader will please 
nGte this lest fact . I havo 1·urther u se for it . 
4 . :i1he ne cli_r(;."GS \i8re met by .:. pa.mr,hle t on my return, whi..,h to this hour , E"ettains 
ummswered. 1111ey wer e als o , c i.refully ancl fc.i t.ilftllly investi..,":lted in a judicial 
process before tile i'resbjrteriJ of :.:issouri , to whic h I belons. ---The result wn.s :.. 
unanimous verdi ct , containill€ a perf'i:.c t ... c uittal . _1. pc:..rt of this verdict r eads 
thus : "Presbytery feels constrained to sa.y, t i1at the e:x:.1-.iiJ i tion of such ch-r[:;es , 
evinces in our judr,ncnt a ver y censor ious f ault fil1llint, ani.l reprehe.1sibl e si,i r it , 
on t he po.rt of t l.J.o:)e , whoever they rnay be, t hat hsve been en_a.cecl in hub.tin~ t hem 
up . 11 This bitte r pill , adJli!Liste red by t he s ol enm sentence of c.n i rJ1 -rt ial 
ben<.:ll of Jud.t:,-es , my opponents \,ere obli .. ;ed to s wallow, tho ' it ! roducod many 
and stranue c0ntortions , 
6 . The witnesses , 1..essrs . Sibley, Lindsay a.nu ,;ats on, TTere nvt hov,ev ~r entirely 
cur ed of t he ir u s ire to testify auainst me. ~he verdict md been r endered in 
lioveober . d l ons wint .r \,ns bef ore them. The appeal of the c imrch il1 vm.iciJ. I 
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,vas interested, h~ not boen issued in ' 36 , but was pendinb before the 
Assenbly of 1 37 , to be c onvened in Hay . In so creat a dilemma. something 
must be ~ : nf..-~::.ajor h3s l eisure . He must write a. book. 
6 . (See~~~ .... 84 to 06. ) ....ccord.ingly, whe11 it was too late for me to 
reply to anyt,11int, before rea.chin_; l hiladelphia, an anoicyU1ous 1 Jmphlet iss-..ied 
from t he Clarion L,ress , .?Urtortiri~, to b,;: a recent ancl i 1q>artial history of this 
cnurch . Of this i.·:imphlet , Lw.jor .,,.. C. Sibley h:.i.s publcly acknowledged himself 
to be tho "real, responsible author 11 • I mat with it on t He vhio, w11ere it ha.cl 
been conveyed with instructions to distribute dopies umong ~ .. .bars on their \'ray . 
I found t,·10 more i n t he _ssembly, on tite Ckrk' s tabl e , reconr.1endecl to special 
notice , by a certif icate of :.essrs . Lindsa.;r and ·,/e.tson. The lea.din,_. object of 
this distin..,t1.ished ,,ork seems to be, to _ lace lid! myself , ray friends , and t ,_e 
Presbytery of iiiusouri , i n on unfavorable li.::,ht b for e the public , o.ncl to inflnence 
in an m1lawf"ul way, the judgment 01· ti1e supreme Jud.icatory in regard to our 
appeal . :~zy not let justice t ake its course , ,'.Jlld keep the vision of the court 
clear from the vapor of partisan prints? Wey should this vapor be blovm i n the 
very face 9J~j~~nt? 
7 . ( See ~.h 86 to 91) On t he f irst pa.~e of ti1e pmnphlet , Y/e are t ld 
11the objects in view are- - to ! resent the whole subieot ir 1,a.rtially. " ..i.lso-- ­
that a "sense of' duty oonstr;.;.ins the writer to prepare t b.a.s m.rrative , after 
havin.; examined a great !ID.SB of testimony, the i-eater p e.J:t of ,;hich , was obtained 
from the St . Chfl.rles aud t he ..._lasouri Presb~rteries , end the Synod of l.issouri - ---­
The facts , proven f.·om these r ecords , together with such as he knows he can 
prove by competent witnesses, ..:.nd can verify hll!lself from his own loo ,ledge , m.11 
f orm the be.sis ou ,·m.ich he means to ,£ou.nd the follovrine JTORY. 11

-- The recor ds here 
no.med are now before me . They are my ·,r.itnesses also . O O But with what the Lajor 
may :--,irove , which has ne~er been proven; wilen witnesses themselves TTere anxious ; 
an~ displayed their anxiety on m;re occasions than one ; when proof was invited ; 
and months were given for them t o testify and prove all t hey c ould; m.ti:l. ·i1na.t 
he himself may know, tl1.:.t he d_d not s ee fit to t estify, when sworn t o t ell all 
he knew in the case ,-I really have no .... 1·Qllllent . I t ake t ho records of the 
Judicatories , ancl ask the r eader to examine them. 
8 . ', ith Llajor Sibley, I hc.ve no pri vc te , persono.l c .:>n troversy. I never had 
any personc.J. acquainta.11ce or interco-..irse with him, except as a. witnGss a Jt?.inst 
me , when he testified of 11hia iopression"--uot "ti.is belief" . I o:q ect non~. 
I have t o clo with him, only as tho -:rr .... ter ol' a book. 11.d. sense of duty (wil l not) 
constrain" me , here, to ske tch his own History, t ho ' 30!.IB .P ... ~s OF n.1 mi :}it 1 rove 
i nteresti'.!'lc.. • ''Tnen I s _ eak of him, I om to be unlersttod as dealin0 with the 
book, a.nu with th ... t - lone . Of this he c...ii.not justly com1 lain, as evecy man, 
when he printo, a.nu !molished--i n subiect t o review. 
9 . I ppoposo t hen, here to show tne _,ubli the...moral certainty Ji . t he fo llowin~ 
proposition, viz : That •~ .L BOOK, comiidored .:..s .! iti ator y of our <-i'fe,1,irs , is 
utterly um,orthy the confidence of any rrw.n , or bo,..y o:.: men. It c .... :unot B, .!!::Ur~. 

10 . lat . To show ru.s perfect impcrtiality in writing, anc. t o secure t he ~aisus­
pecting c "lfidcuce of t he r eader , :..aj o ..,lbley s eys , Jo-t.,-e 24--"Tho i7l'itur ·.1i10 is 
also a mer.iv r l f til s chm·ch, postivoly disch.ims any party connection, or - RTY 
l!'.~Lim' whatever , i n ther:;e :..f'f airs ; a ,J. e\·e .. ·y mutive c .. po.ble of' misleaddmu his 
jud~J<mt in any Jegree . 
11 . The record of Lujor Si "oley' s tusti ... ony, •:.nen .mdcr octh as - ·,rltnoss c:J. .hst 
me , ho· •ever, 8$ys, 'C'h is he cor.fesses , t h. ... t f1· r..i t he besinninc he h:.i. ... d,cidedly 
dis...,P! r ovod o;: his offici:.1.l course , a .ince his :J.-·rival i1e re , i n Je.1i.1nry, 1035 ; 
an. has freely ex. reseed, t lut disepr robution on nuuy occ~sions , both by norJ.s 

a..,d .J.Cts . -.luest . ·.,hen did your opr ositiJ to me co1TuUence? .I.Ill s • ._::.:;y r~ 
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:rhen I lle ... r d oi' tLe difficulties witi1 :.::i.· . Cid.cl.in s? He said 11twl lve yea.rs ago11
, 

arul corrected himself on ey Btll;[,eetin£ that I h~J. not beon so long in tha stt.te . 
ne..:.der, comp-re t:1ese \70rc...s of t:ie book, .... enyi n& Al:Y ..?...RTY F.w:il.Ii.G .:..nT:.....'Villl, with 
t:1e \lords of t:1e wi tness--- expr -ssine his 11disap1,r obat i on on ~• occ .... s i ons , " 
and avowin.., an "or,posi tion11 which c OJm;.enced "many ye.ire ago , 11 and tell me , c:m both 
be t r ue? ( See ~ar,~ 9~ to 97) 
12 . 2d . i. ·1jor .Jl 0ley o .... ya , pa..,e 20 , --11~i.ere does nut a_ 1 ear to exi.st t _e slightest 
evidence to justify ur . Ch.::imberlai.n ' s ch3.rge a..,uinst this cb.u.rch, that its colored 
meubers , \7ilo are slavee , eTfer voted a.::,e.inst him, or been in .l.lf'f L-..::T.di. • ._ffi...Y-.::J> 
~c..:,..Lf;;,T :IL.. Those me··.bers a.re unobtrusive, c.nd not a.t alJ. apt to claim the rit;h.t 
to vote , a11d have never done so , or been ,.U\_,-ed to do so , durin_, the troubles of 
tile l::..st two yoars - - - - iudeed no occ_s!bon 11...s beGll 1,resented within that period t o 
roqu.ire a:ny expression of their sentiments in r1:1lation to tl1e affairs of the church . " 
The pamphlet is ....ated, ..,_pril , 1837 . 
13 . Uo\7, I have nev._r tltl.de any clnrge a.ga.inst T:...13 church , and .i:la.ve no controversy 
~hatever with the c olored peo_le . I objec t to nothinL, so far a.s tneir u~€ncy is 
c ncerned, but to tr..e use that tlle party h.,.s oeen fit to Al@ of their n..i.lnes . I say 
~w -'-~Y- - -buc ... use it has been proven thd.t the col orecl TIB uars cannot ~-,rite . Lot 
the reader lc...ow, then , t· • ...1.t t:.e r .. cord shows ti; listinct i.Ja.rers ~ed 0.0 .... lnst me 
before t :1e ;:St. c:.::w.rlea ?resb,;tury. The one si__;ned by Tfilf, t1.e ..:>tller by ::!L....;V"'..;.;J.J 
n...mes of coloredi-eroons , follow.in t..:ie na!les of •,rilit cummmicants . 
1.;. ( Jee pa,.,_;e 99 to 101) The fi1·at is here [ii ven in p::.rt only, tilc.t ti1e reader 
IIIL.J ju~~e . It scero~ to be a stricture on overmnent wll.l ecolesi~3ticcl law, :.;.nd 
reads thus : 11 ,ie , the me.ibt.rs of' t11e _reabyterii.Jl'.l church of cit . C~rles , ,n10 nere-
unto mm.ex onr names , desiriu_. to llll:,intain order a..'id :;ood ..,-overnment , " c.i.:c . 11 .,e , 
hoil.d t hat 1'Ti liin:out oonssht of resbjter~r, no p .. rt of th<:, church he.:; any rieht to 
set up its o •,n r..uthori ties I or wi thdra.w an'- forr~ a nc ,r c!1,J .. ,:ch, by elect int; new 
.Jlders ; causin.; division a.nu distu:c-bar:ces , &e. 11 

,... very :;rave docillilent , c erti;l,inly, 
to be si ;ned sol The second paper referred to. read.a thlils : 111,.e::nbers of the church 
of St . Cha.riles , opposed t.o n. 011 .mberlain, and have subscribed tneir n3.Lles to stand 
by the ~lders and Dea.cons in suppor t of order a.ncl good 3ove1·nment in our church. 

St . Charles , :..ay 20th, 1837 . 

(7nli te miL'l.es omitt ed. } 

Sina Symonds , c ol ' d ~1vma.n ; 
Jno Bunyan Lindsay 
Richards , do . 
Letty, do . 
~ill iom do . 
Jane, do . 
Llilly , do . 
:·eny Collier ; 
~bigail llillinuton; 
Isaac Redman; 
.Betsey Sibley;-- Bl~k me bers • 11 

,1ho no,, mll endor se for the truth of the ·oook, wi th his eye on thc::ie str.ill..,e 
papers, r ccoi vod and .;ra.vely acted upon? 
15 . ( ...ns p . 102 ) 3d. Referriug to the appeal of the cllurch , ~ajor Sibley s~ys , 
(pagel 6 ) 11This a ppeal contains s .>me very severe r d"loctions upon the ses sion of 
Sa.int Charles , and tj,ose who SUJpor t tbeir a.uthori ty; charging a.0 ainst them that , 
tho~-:h. a minority, they i1atl , for several years . imposed on them the aJpel lauts "a.n 
oppr essive yoke" , which they could bear no l onger --- that \,ney had bee_1 guilty of 
misrepresentation , slander ru,a. FO.:{(;..:IBY, and exercis ed unwarrantable power, " Juch 
l a L..r . Cru:unberl ain' s u I o;_l to t i...e synod. 11 
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16 . Uow a.s to 1sL:ndor ·1 I leo1.ve any mind to jud..,-e , who ra~ds tLe testimony, 
But ..i.s to "forgery, 11 t no word is not to be founcl, a:ny wiiere i n OU!' El..LJ)8.:ll . '1.';!e 
wriber gravel y markB it v1itll co:nmaa , n.s s. quotation, from the e._1pe.:ll. But it is 
not there. .And it is not c.ey where on ow: pupors :!S ... h..J.rge d . --- The .'."..!> p et.l doo s 
say "employed paiers with ullathorlsed sio:iatures , " and th:lt fact is lroven, I trust , 
to the reader ' s ful l satisfact ion, in the p"'"pe r sit,ned by th(; names of colored 
persons, without aJ.ding , as mi.)lt e'"'s ily h e done , from the s~ e pa1 er, the nemea 
of vlhi te persons , as unauthorised. So the appeal did not char ge them with 11For gery, 11

• 

And a1bl the Lajor ' s re~ret at "such a. paper11 , is t·~m-m on a nonenity. 
17 . 4th. To fix on me the charge of diaturoi.ns the pen.ca oi J~i.int Charles Church , 
is one .,"!'end leeding object of the pamphlet . It was a leading object of the .!_:>.:1.rty, 
a l so ,--witnesses against me in the prosecution. Their bTeat strength was steadily 
and vigoriously amlied he.re . ?.:ajar Sibley testifies on his oath and Le says he 
' K'.,O,,S IT TO B ..... TRUE ' . (Does the read\;r r emember who.t he says in his book aoout 
im~iartiality?t 
18 . The .rresbytery of Lissouri , hov,ever, ( 1:r. Grey bein.., present and voting, ) 
after muc h del~ and long and pati ent investigation, decided this point unanimously 
as follom : 

"It is cle.'.ll'ly i n evidence tll.at the peace of t he S ... ir.t Charles Church ie dis-
turbed, and very mu.oh disturbed. They a re of opinion, t bo, t hat the voin8 and 
being there of the .:icvused, have been the OCC.l.SION of much strife and disturbance, 
but it is uot in.proof tbat tba ~ccused i s the guilt y cause of all or a.ny 9f these 
consel1uences . TLe Presbytery have sought industriously for that a.ct of the accu eed 
from which {;Uilt in tllis particular can be inferr ed , , but HA'T~ SQUG:iT TIT V • .111. .w 
A:Z:aroination of t he iunense mass of' testimony which we have, with labor nnd mu.oh 
expanse bf time and trouble , taken, •will convince any mind, capable of i.ivesti,_,ating 
such u. oubject impartially, T.k.T T.:!ZRE I .; rm sue_: i;)OLlT..,.RY ..,,_CT . " 
19 . Never \'/3.S tl1ere a more trilllll!)hant aml perfect o.cq_uittal , considerin,_, the pr o­
tr- cted .mJ. det ... rmine\l efforts which my a.cou.aere had made . But the .... <or , haVi?JL 
swor-..:1 t:......t he ' knm, th• oh.arg-o to bo tra e ' , .-dll have it his owu wa.y . lie _;ivc.s t11e 
verdict above quoted, and them seye , pa~ 22- 3 , "This d cision of t he rresbytery, 
't'ihilst it FULLY .. .J.i"FIP..LlS 1..r:::.. .1.' • • C'i.1 C:L~G...m .t..1.z_IlIBT Tl!:. _QOUS...:JJ , not only om.its to offer 
any reme~ for the ..i:..Dl.J.I'i.1TED evil , already Il:FLIOJRED, or a:ny sec-...irl ty for t:n.e f·llture ; 
but on the contrary, vi1·tu.u.lly con.son.ts to the eontimtance of t : e disturbc:..Uce thro'U[;h 
t h e S.w..JE A G E IT O Y, by exnonerating f :bom all the blame, the brot..1er , i7ho con­
v-~~EDLY OCC....510!!3.D IT.--
The writer believes t·_o.t , 12..ll, :..t;....r.. FULL ;l.ffi.IiJSIOU, TH..':i! L,. C:.:.......B.i:.nL. . .L. ,,....S DIS­
Tu"RB llG Ti!IS · c;nn.mcn, t:1e • resb tery ou.;1t to have used tlloir J.uthorfty in our 
behc.lf . 11 

20 . \/hat flac;r.:;..nt injustive ! Tile m·iter, who eit 1 ... r docs not understand 1~1vuage , 
or en so _ervert it, truly ou;jlt not to '\"/rite histor y . ~ost clearly, resb.{tery 
neither .r.FFIIL, co::FESS, or .t....ll IT an_ such thing as is here r epresent&J.. Tuey 
.J'?IRLI the opposite . They clo n..,t say I have OCC.,,.SI01IBD or CJ.UoE..iJ stri.:e . Thej-
ea.y tllb.t I hav1;; been "the occasion" , not the "guilty c3use . 11 ':!!he distl1;0tlon is 
perfectl y obvious , and a.lto~ether impork: .. nt , between being tho occasion of an evil , 
a.nd ceus in._, it to be . Ttey 11:::...\G ,jOJG·!T LT V • .I.. " . a.nJ. fo .nd 111iO GUCE ..,0...,Ii'-RY hCT , 11 

£rom which it c'""n even be inferred tllut I have tone it . Thus e motlest ret:.ri~ 
l~ccy, of ....,l.· at worth and spotless re_,ut ..... tion ma.y be the; .. ccasion of t,10 me., <>:Uoobing 
e .... ch otuer . So ma;y tinu.d deer , n noblt: cha.rear , or .... 91,U'SE> of ina:niClc"tt: dollars . 
Are either or these chL.r ~eo.ble with the u.oed? ,iill you runt or ii 1pris;{on tile es­
t :inable luly? r_ul wa.s "the oocasion•• of i..;reat con::notion at .flpi1esu.s . ~iti.s he in 
the m·onr;? C:1rist ... mJ. J1is a.Jostles ,10 ·e the occas ion of very ouch sinnin_ -n-1 
wr....n._,line :imon the 1Jeo. le . .lore they .,.t f''ll'tlt? J!i"Very 1·.:ltl011..l boL.c, overy 
object , ir. .. ne.1,·...re , nuy be r..a.tc i;lle uCCi!BiOn of sin .J..._on...., evil minded "crso,s • .;O 

it is obviously the o_ inion of resbytery, .lelib ru.tely for .. ed and s lemnly i>rO­
n01.mced that others had oe 1_e "the occa.s"liubhiof mu.ah snifo and dist1.U·b....nce by t:r1eir 

O'i'm a.ct • 



• 

'l'his is the only f_ir inter retation t11c.:.t C..ll'l be iven,--oti..cr\·n.se tlloir 
sentence is ~li.thout me....ning. II.A tho real authoro ..if this confusion been 
under tho jurisdication of thu.t bo~, the blank mi,.Jit have been ~romptly 
filled \1it.1 their rw.r.ies .---- The _ blic ::tight then l)avo boon plJ.inl y to ld 
tho.t -- -- -- ~cl dono it . 'i'he L:..;.~or mi )1t even have been silent , an .... his 
book nev<>r aeen the li..,!lt . Ho must hJ.ve knOVlll tlu ... t the decision of tr.e 
I.:issoUl'i -'resbytery was wholly a ainat him, beL , entirely in ey favor , 
-..d tnorefore, labors to invalidate it. Tnus , on pc._,e 21- 2 : ' The c1 .reo of 
disturb in.., the peace of this church )OLJ:> l,uT _i_,...R TO i:... ,l:. 3 ....... , $0 T.i1...R·Ju~:-!..LY 
I1f,_.$TI . ..TED by the ~esbytery, as was requisite to euablo tuem to pronounce 
a just jud..,ment upon it . " But t}_t ·udic ... t ,ry, ...d'tor lu..vi ng devoted much tir.1e 
....nd labor to the invcsti .... tion, :""'"ve ti.ou __ .ht 1 r o.:, ... r to s ... y , unu.er th'- ....... net ion 
of their judicial oaths , a:nd. in direct opposition to th1.. cn .• a·..,"s of our 
historian, "tI'-t in their judgment , ..:..LL lfil F _CTS HAV..c. ..,.:.::..ill ill.ICIT..ID, ','t'HICH 
--w L...r.10RT....:E1 ~O __. PROS:EXJUTIOlf; an-.1. th;.t.t i t is due to t .1L intc.rcsts of the 
church ~aid tho J.Ccused, th.:.t ,e l lay no l oncrer. 11 Ougi1t not this decl 1·0.t i on 
t il' :o tiler .. i. th tho f .ct, that TI8ekS and months ha.<l. been devoted to tile sub-
ject , to so.tisfy ~ ro .... s on...ble mind, an_ • ut to s ler.co '.forever , such cavilling? 
( ~ee pa_.es 103- 128) 
21 . The author s .ya, also, of tlle ..i.ecision, o 1J3{,8 22, tnet it is j ust sucn an 
one a3 c_nnot be s_tisfca.etory to eith,r pc.rty; " yet it h.s been entirely 
s-tisf...ctory to e , ...... ~d to r:.r:., fric-~o , s i ·- o.s I ....m ~ble t scerttdn. ",-J satis ­
footion was expressed, -.,:.:.en the verdict mi.a rendered, in ti.ts r resence of t:.i.e 
Judicatory, .:.:.nd s JOn ..d'tor, nublicly, to tlle c ~n{;ret,-ation to \/horn I minis te1·. 
22. (5) i'he testioony snows tru:..t I did not oril :.,1...te t .. l. evil 0.1 divisionT- -
t1ta.t there wore dif:ficultios in .;ile cil.urch lon_. b· fore I c....r::e . .dJ.t our i.wp ..... rtial 
histor ian labors to prvve t.1t.:l o ...>ntrary. .,,11d U...\'ir st.id, when .:;. witness , under 
o ... th, referrin to th•- .;tate 01.· the church, for t,1..., l _st ei .ht ye-1.l's, tl:.a.t "the 
poo.ce o.n<l h.smony .-.-ere never listurbed to ....ny ser ous dr, .Tee , e.zce,?t by 
tr.o oevera.l attempts of :..r . Clu:unb1.;rlo.in to become its minist&r. 11 Ho .ovates the 
fir.,t .a o of nis book, t1J sustw.n t.il-t tc.stimony, a.ncl. tn1s a o~s of :r . ,,ood 
on .clil.~;e 2; 'In t _9 inter 1830, the Rev . Creort--"- C. ood ....... ceptod an invitt..tion 
for a ye ; at t.110 expir ... tion of ,;,;hich, the session did not renew the invi t .... tion • 
. a ... r ·n desire -..~s m.:i.nifos ted, however , b.1 a conside r ... ble IIL;.jori ty of both 
ch rch and con_;reg--d.tion to rot~i.n :.r • . oou ...noti:.or year. Th.is was }'Lw.LY oip­
oeod by T .o elclors , ( Lindsay and · ,at son) auc.l fourteen othor I:10::1bers . " ~his 
opposition produced some excite· feelin.., in tht:: church, and c onLreg:...tion for a 
s · or t tine , but it wc.s soon c~lmed and ro...co -··J 1 I""lony 1·estored by the _p·u,_ent 
c ~u-se P'U-aued by Lr . uO<-. . He L:!le,·, that lt ·-c.s •us du.tJ to .·etire , ..i.d. not 
to seek to entc.r c;1. onurch, the doors of which wen. closeu. ... 0 -ail1s t him, by its 
sworn L,U-rdians . 11 

23. The re...der , ill b.., sur. risea., if indeed he C"-11 be, •.• :rter tne rrors .... lro ey 
0·10·,m, to be :iure told, th.. t ... r . .o.tson rmo not w1 ... l,Lr '-t ... 11, Ul..t.11 ao.:iti t. .e 
after t :ieoe evo1lts . B·tt ...r . '.i.'hom:...s Lindsay nd. ilton .1; . Cayce ,rere ulu.era . 
_nil. t.1e lutter diJ not ~_,.;.,.., ':'fG J -~ , but really 11Us vr.,ry denirious of 
lee in it 01,en, ~d. rotninin ... ..r . ..oods . .:.r . Cayce :r.:.s u Yrltnoss L. r..J c-.-se . 
Ho t stifies of his eluorahip--spo..i.. s of rer..ovint, from hio place , ~u. oays : 
"Previous to !!l"r remov ... l , .::.nd in t. c.. ye.:..r 1832, t.i.ft~r :.:i· . ,oo<l. h... 1-JOred 
a.-- on us for about one ~,e,:;.r , ·10 TT.J.8 elected by t:, churc:. for ...notLor Jet:.r . At 
the t.lmo of hie election, .... u.ivislon ...nil ..uocuesion took place r espectilie 
th manner oi vot ing. I t w .o _ropo3ed by .. J:' , Lindsay, t o C . ..Ji LOTS , and 
objected t v by lar ,-o m....~ority, :.r. :.inda~y in"isted on it , and _roposin~ 
p· _yer d rin- t ... e di:;cu .. sion, ..!.n..l tne v ... te .,.:.s fi. lly t.....cen 1>:, bullot . 

r . Lindso.y ancl a.bout four others votiu- u _in;;t him. :foe oppooi t i on to Lr • 
. ,ood c untinued until the 20th _.-4__1.lSt , 1832, :1e l:.r . oo.l) wr ote to tao .. .; 
follows c •LCurnin.., t e iviaions Ji: t 1 ... c :.rci .. : 11....'.3 ,,e .uve 1.,0od !lut:1oritiea 
fr V-~T'J,.:; at to .,resent do.y, I undc.rsb.a.nd from: r . Durfee tn ... t a. _,D.Jer is 



in circulation, tho suootance of .hich is to veto a..,. ... inst ey st....,;in. 
a.t ..ia.irt C~los , ou ruzy c..,nd.:.tion rlh.atevar . ~his ._,Jar never ori ino.tod 
frou o:n:y b1..tter .3. iri t th3.?1 t~1c.t , wilich ,-;as t .. e cn.·.ise ;f _. _ .... pal _oer.,ecution. 
··ii11bry subscriber .roll 'cm,,: tru;.t I did not intend t o return to ti.is _,lace , 
and th .. roforo , t:.c.·e " .... s noth..illl. in t,.o n;..t,ire o ... ti.it __,a to c .11 forth snc11 
a 1>t.per . ?ho only construction I c...n l ut U)On it is u ;-;anton "'1.teopt to injure 
rcy ch·u-acter , WJ.d to de.Jtr oy nzy usefullness as ... 1.rezcner of ti1e uOB:?el • 
..,tran .... e as it mey appear, Lr . Durfee t dd me t:il.t.t ei...,i1teen rersons &.d sub­
scribed, :mcl no,,, uear .:Hr , I c, .1·0 no thin about it • I lolow \'1J.10 the 18 a.re, 
and st .... 11 bo very C..:.l'Oful not to <lo anytilin to injm·e tn&ir feolin a by 
ti1e way of c nirtin t• .. cir .C'1,i.l.S.int..mce , 01 lu..vin auythi1¾_ tc d.o -;;it, theo, 
directly or in .... irectly. " 
21 . "I ar" sorr for one t:ilinc, ..w.J. that is , tli:..t th oe 9._rs ons t.re doin :.LL 
IR '.J.IL.. - J.~ 'J JISfffil.::> T. , ---C .... J,.~ :r. _ _.Jlr[ Ji '_':..J;; ..,_uncn, LJilrl ii' they 
porsovere , t·.oJ ,rill ruin it entirely. '.:'hi s I u·n,..i.tl., la. . .ent . I have oue 
roque.Jt to m..Jte , .J.11 t, .t i~ , tn t you et t.il.i.s •r 20 for me--o.s it , bJ 
it .. circ·,tl tion ho.s bccoue c.:i .. oiilciJ.l paper w.,1 in .,.11 j·tstice bolonts to me . 
· ihon tne i.. .. ount o~ sul>scrib~rs is ..:-.:.1:isheu, I .li.1- suscri be it vii t\ all 

ll\Y he::irt , or that _iart of it ui .. Lh relate a to ~ not returuint, , ... s I never 
h ..l such ...n iJoo.. " J . .. ood fulfillo t1c 1 ur_o .. e ex.reseed in this letter, 
and nevur returned. to be a mlnist1..r o t:iri.;J chill"ch. T"Loro \7e-·o m: .. ny com-
pl_ints by th•~ . ..i~ority, th.at tho few s . • o · l d .., -1ern the •. ,a.-ri:i•, ont.l soue threc.t-
ened to l8d.'V o the c •. .ll'ch. Ti1e result :uo :-Jc:. ..JL.1..,_,.E..,?_.;TIO.TT. " ..,ucn i s 
t'10 teotimO!Q' of :r . ca..,_o , J. rulin..., elder, acquu.inteu zr.ith the f~to. 1i1ich 
our Rlotorian is 1-b ,ri to dis_rove • .!ll.Ot .... er .:.rt OJ.' t·· t csti~,ouy, rcfer.·1~ 
to tc.io :oriror division re.As t· .a : ",i.:.tnoos :r !1oi_,.. ooro .f.. c. ·e ,e. ·J rs , 
c.s '1e:l ..;.S others , . .lilo ,,~.o not mo bers , ;rho ·,101·0 sorrJ _t .r . .. ood ' o leuvin__, ; 
s e .,ere so -:::ucl1 dissatisfied t .l..t t,11..y -:;oul.:. 1.ev._r c _o t"' CJ urea 3.:. •• ce , 
or :3 i,_,n ..,,,ry pc..._1er for its su_Jport . ,,itneoo ;,J.lso lJel ieves tl.e cmu·cn 11....s never 
::iros~ ered so ouc· -,ince. '' •1i1es1.. ext_·_oto -fro._ ti1e .ecords , _ l..i.cGd by t.10 
aiu.o of •. t1..,or Ji".:>:cy la Hioto::,• ·,eed no c 1..1ent :,f .. tine . ( ~11 -18 · _ 1 0 . 120- lJO . ) 
25 . (6) -'O orJ.·ect th{; caner l obj,.ct of tne .mphletOOto sust. in his om 
tcstimo , - - - c.nd s AJW trot I am o. disturber of t•1e peaco , in 01..osition to t}.o 
decision of 'resbytery. ~i1c autHor ir.trouu.ces .. J. . t.r~ , o.t pa e 3 ; s t; ·:a 
of tno ~Teat unanL:lity in tho cnoice of him, , .• nd ci1.u'v~s ao , o~ ~ ,1.. 6 a.nu 7, 
rn.t11 intcr-:'orii-c. ,i.th nia 91·0 ... pecto i1ore . '~n.:.s 4 10.:. •• t i s 1-borecl, -n ..... it is 
ct11•iou.s to ooserve :.o ,nun ,,i ll ::i.:r ue . J.ik tGatL,onJ, ho,iever , sito<.s , tn ... t 
ti.ere w:.s not 4.G.•fect -rTnO.'lY \'/hon ti.e con:~ ·a...,-tion C.1Jr.rc el :o .. · t·.c .. lection 
of u· . C..r~ . Ono witn...,s::; a.:..ys ' ho bee .... ,\.> dsaatis.:h,.l w. ret.:..·el.i.' _ oter 
w·t.es!j testi:ies '! t 11m...,1 t.J.cre s J lu h0,;.o boon so, c. oti101· uominn.teJ., t,.lso 
e.s t·.1.e c.:>r.yo..,a.tion ·were t o tn.1ci1 .• u.rried n thoir solicit .tions ...ui-.1 h...d 1.ot c.n 
o .• ort..iuty o· h!:.viug t·1.0ir c.10ico . I diJ. not lH:e . .r . LrD.J J.ro,,1 .,w.t I h,.i 
no .. rd o:,: hls .·e.lc ur..:, . I deton'l.i.neu not to su, _ 01·t i _f he came . " ~his far 
f n.meu. election wa.a c :isiu.erud by I?l!lJlY was .. ,erely •. OL..I! . ...L t t e ti.me . It ., ... s 
so a_ or:en of in tl.o tcotir.ionJ. To ,t.1oe tuat it rro.s a 1 .ere :ra:..I..,...L proceedin..,, 
a col!l!!IU.:. . .:.c::. tio:n fro. . .1· . vr ... y .;a ..... c . -;J.1 lio J.t t.1.e .at:etiu.., . It is iu 
eviu_nce Wld re .. ds thus . "~he more I h~ve thou~ht , the more I om co.wincod, 
I our;. t not to ... o there , a. J. ou ,11t no to 1.1J.b'F ...... '1 •. :Y l..,__.;. ~v 133 J..,_J) for t:i..~t 
p·ir. ose in yo·>JJ.• c ,n,:;;re .... tion, w1loss t iso ,re.s d. stronu probcJ.bility I :~ .... ld 
acce t if invited. T ..is I tllink wo··ld be inexpedient at ! r eeon... . I ho_ e , 
t ,erei'orc , you :rill counteract a:rv atte~pt to ma!te ut a. call . " It ,r..i.s ,-,1th a 
full kno-:,ledse of these f .. cts , au l with au assurance ti:w.t .... · • b:--ay i:10.s not 
e::r ectoJ. that I conser.teu t reZ!ti.an iL ..,t . Oha.rloo . ..nd all that h......, been 
said, ...nu ,,ritten of m::., i n t erfering with him; or evu intenuin.., to do so, 
is _oat unre:.sono.ble ~ncl u.just . 
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26 . ( 7 ) ':foe J.la.jor ' s history o.:: tue c,j.llin..., o~ a meetin..., of the congregation, 
and of the sevi...ral meetin£.,s of t.1.s church subsequent l y are all'.lo ac;ainst the 
s tro11~~st current i n the testimony. The Record says . 11T"ne follovn.ng 
petitlon was r esented to the session , s i gned by fi f ty six names , thir ty 
three of v,hom were me .. 1bers of the ch .irch , and twenty one r egular members of 
the couJ:rega.tion. 11 ::.:r . Canpbel l , in his tes timony, .:,ives the very names 
of the me.Jbers desirint,; m.:, settlement amoll[, them. The mtnesses testify 
!,)OSitive l y , tlut t1:ie )etition was _resent ed to tile Elders , ..ind :.r . Calll_bell 
says . "All the elders except mysel f r efused to c!l.11 e me tir-l> in c omr laiuoe 
with the petition. 11 8.o c l ear is this point tirn.t tJ1e ;:,ynod, in their d1.;c-
ision say- ---11It is iu evitleuce before Synod, toot e petition .r.:.s presented 
to ti.1e session, of the church of .:>a.int Charles . It ao e-u-s to ti~~od, ti1:it 2. 

maior ity sic,11ed this petition, m1d therefore, ths.t the J:1eeti~ sn uld have b 
boen called . 11 Yet our Ilistorian says , pa[;e 10, " thout;h no such petition 
was ever presented to them, 11 and of the si .., ners , he scys , pa_e 6, 11 ouly 
T .. .l:.TY ?IVE were , it is believed, members of this church . " It h.'.:.d. been better, 
cert ..... inly, after ti1e d cision of Synod, if the l-ajor h,_d ..,.iver.. his 11 impression, 
not his belie f . " He u.lso cha.rt;es 1lr . Cam9bell , a very honest and rrorthy 
brother , who never thous}1t of havinG his nnme enrolled on this tiistoric p~e, 
withvu.t specification or proof , with "reaortinc to certain expeclionts , 11 to 
1rocure signatures to this 1 tition.---"di singenious and unfair. " .....nd .,aye : 
11~ . Chanberla.i n hillself exerted an influence not strictlJ justiffabl e in tne 
premises. " Uo,:,, :.:r . Campbell , as i n i ndeptmd.ent c:u-istia.n freel'!l8.ll circulated 
a ~Jetit i on, which met the a_,prob~tion of .... cle:;.r nAjori ty of t ;1e church, 
whil e , as the testimony shous, I lL.d no asency w}1atever in _;rocurin., sig­
na.t·ires ; but w:.s nctunlly at Franklin, Illilll'' miles u.istant , ...ilk. ~S lll£.ny of 
my friends know very differently err._Jloyod. · ;i1at fla~-r.:mt l ersono.l inju::itic e 
to ch ... r 6-e mr; , su .itllout evi-lence i t 
l ~11 ans . p~---os 133 to 146 . ) 
27 . The me~tinc petitioned for , \,as called b D• , Ca. l-bell , ..;.UJ. :.:r. 311.l..lons 
testifies tbi...t a lo.r·;e mLJ.jority voted for me . To disprove this testimony 
o:f ~r. lz.mlons , the ....ajor says o:t Lr . Cam_ bell , p!.!.'"'e 8 , ''He testifies that Le 
tloes not thi:lk a. m:.:.jori ty of all the members voted, thoU&h he knew there \'T;;;.s 
a majority prescnt . 11 Row no such testiLlony of _r . J::un_ bel l , in rc1.crence 
t c TfilS me1.,tinv , was ever ....,iven. It is testimony however , ;'1l'ested from its 
proper place , unll applied here to suit a 1ur_ose- - - to make the witumes 
contra.diet :.!r . l!1mmons . boa ..is.n' s oath is not a afe in the hanis of this 
'l'r.riter t 
28. On the 2Gth .... pril the Cmu·cil resolved t o call a r.:uetiJ16 to elect one or 
.:1ore Rulint. 2lers, on the 2d Jubbath ·111 :.ay. So OUl' impartial writer be­
stows Bt)ecL...l ... ttention on it , and speruca of it on page 9- 11 an he d 25th, 
26tr .. a.nd 27th of '""'pri l - ( t ·..r e days in successior..1 ) Ik calls it 11the little 
meetin ... ,. " ''::l.· Cil.'.l:1berlv.in ....:1d his l ittle p.,.r ty, 11 e.nd ... a.ys, page 10, 
"This neeting of the c 1Ul'Ch consisted of .L..:.3u TH.:2· _ TI:r:.m P..IBT of its me _b-..rs . 11 

Yot in all t,1 - Loored efforts of :1. judici. ... l i1.vesti• ... tion, neither :..ajor 
dibley hi.l.1Se l f , not a.ny ot.1er witness , d1.osirous aa tiloy ,.Gra to invali.:~te 
oi.IT 1,roceedin )3 , ever d;;.r ed to asser t such t.1in a . .Jld .._ verJ m,n:1ber present 
on the 26th .n.pril lolows th....t they w"' e untrue , d1... ~ ti1at that "ra.s not a 
"little meetin ..,. 11 Our Eistorirul m...lres more bro.s.J. a ssertions .:ibuut tne 
meeting on tile l0ti1 of :.i.a.y, at which tho el ectio.1.1 of .-.lclers took . ...o.ce, .:.nd 
says , pa.£8 12 : 11TIL....Ll \u .... lZ f.:J.I ..!'r....J _....J. ]3...Jlli of t:,e Chlll·Ch CO'!lc ... rnel in the 
election--- those .-,ho pal!tic ipatcd- - sooo were not r:;e __ bers of th\, church of 
waint 011..::.I'les . " But u11:fortu11.n.tely for tne _,ajar , the testimony is a.,j ... in..,t 


