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Le HaJs Yy

by ALBERT CAMUS®

Directed by VIKTOR R.

A project in speech under the supervision of Mr.

LE MALENTENDU resembles Classical
Tragedy in several aspects; yet there are
certain variations which serve to heighten
the reality and effect of the play.

Aloof and rehtorical as the characters
may seem to be, they are, in the end, every-
day people who are much like everyone in
the audience. Theyidiffer only in the fact

that their emotions afd purposes are possibly,, .
Even - the enigmatic 0ld Man-

stronger.
Servant is ;most probably just a man and
Maria’s attitude toward him, just anotw.
a long series of misunderstandings.,

‘Probably the greaiest variation is tha
character falls bécaufeof atragic flawand,
the Gods; he? hécause he is not
only person with & iree will and a purpose
and because purposes often conflict with each
other.

Az the net of cross-purposes is drawn
further aand further in, as the characters’

dreams seem more and more tangible to
them and all hope disolves in a cloud of
ruin which spreads over everything, every-
one. Then, at perhaps the most dismal
moment of the play, the curtain closes and
the play is over--leaving Maria forsaken,
the audience numb, e

This lack of actharsis ‘and-the pervasive

. melancholy of LE MALENTENDU seems to

have distrubed Camus, ah'rioSt as much as it
has disturbed audlencés ever since it was

«first produced in’ 1944, and -to explain away -

‘pme of it he said the play offered an answer

urse of events ‘hy- deg:Iahng himself im-
“'Mediately and ‘. . .that in an unjust or
indifferent world man can save himself,

and save other§] by practicing the most :

basic sincerity and pronouncing the most
appropriate word?* “Yet: héhimself denies
this statement with the character of Martha;

the fact that Jafh ‘conld have changed the
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for who more uses appropriate words than
she, who is more sincere, whois more utterly
broken in the end,

No, to find any optomistic message in this
play one must see the dark Hell of Martha
and her words at the end as the exact op-
posites of the truth about how one should
act. Just as Milton implies what Heaven is
by -.showing us what its antithesis, Hell, is
hke, .50, Camus implies what the truth is
by shhwmg us total misunderstanding and
darkness. Dreams are notdiscouraged inthis
play, nor is life; they are merely shown in
their proper llght doomed before they are
fom':ég Yet man must dream, must open his
heart; -must live, must scream against the
void which swallows him; for in futility
lies: the seea of nobility, the potential for
tragedy rather than pathos: the essence of
man; for a man who does not dream his
futile dream is either a stone or God, or he
is dead.



The Cast

The Mother . . i o soaismaaa oo os s Barbara Clausen*
Martha . ....-:vv2202+0+.4....Constance Lowe
The Old Manservant . . ... ... ... . . « . Ron Lohrman
JaR s aiaeme ¥ e b ® 8w Michael Donovan*
MATIR. oo s 5,55 5 8 % § 5 5 sk S o . « . Gail Driver

The action takes place in the Moravian Hotel
owned by The Mother and Martha. The time is
this Spring.

Act: One vivie v 54 55w ¥ o 4 i w08 R The public room,
late afternoon.

Aot BWO: « § o ¢ s e PR R & Jan’s room,
that evening.

Act Three . + . v « « o 4«2+ 444+ 4 .. The public room,

next morning,

There will be two ten-minute intermissions
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The Staff

Stage Manager . .. ... ..«.++..... Kathy Pfeifer
Assistant Stage Managers ... ... ... . . Ann Lohrman
Pam Willets
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Sandy Sather
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Katherine Yaffe

Make-up . . .+« v« e s eeee 24040+ Linda Davis
Kathi Krueger

Properties . . . . . s v o s e s o s s s+ + 4« Lynn Gibson
Marianne Kitchell

Shiffing” . = ¢ ¢ v s i s s dwma 3 @ » + A Lohrman
Kathy Pfeifer
Pam Willets

Publicity « . v « ¢ « ¢« « + + s « + « « « «» Jean Schuttenberg

House Manager .. .... .. .. ... . Jean Schuttenberg
UShers: w« < s « 4w @ s & 5 & & #v & « « « s« « . Kathy Duello
Hetty Jardine

Pat Penkoske

Kathy Williams

Set Construction Scenic Art Class
Mr. Charles Bushnell and Staff
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COMING
Roemer Auditorium May 3 and 4
PRELUDE

— an origional modern dance ballet by Orchesis,



