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History of the PlEy: 

Wh o is J acques BrEl? Why have so many 
audi ences been interested in bis heal th? 
He is a Belgian who, living in France, 
became the vai ce c-,f Paris in the 50 ' s and 
60 ' s , evoking better than anyone el se 
since Pi af that city ' s dirnlit cabarets, 
the night- life of its shadowy back 
streets, the strange, haunt ing poetry of 
the l ate evening bistras . In the manner 
of precedin~ great French chansonniers , 
he wrote bis songs and sang bis songs -
a poet musician , a t roubadour- compaser , 
hymninG such subj ects as love and lone
l i ness and death and hypocrisy and pity 
and joy . 

No one reali zed bow much of a f ollowing 
Brel bad acquired in America with his 
recordings (in French) until he came to 
New York in 1965, when that huge audi
torium somehow got packed to t he doors . 
Another such appearance two week.s later 
had all its seats sold out weeks in 
advance . 

... 
With t he presentati:m of "J:lc.ques Brel " 
American audiences had tbei :r fir·st ex
posure t o the work, in English, of thi s 
outstanding Eur-:>pean t alent . Two Amer
ican devotees of Brel, Eric Blau and 
Mort Shuman, devised English lyrics t o 
fit Brel's 1TUusic and spirit - - and what 
they did wor~ed . 


