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History of the Pley:

Who is Jacques Brel? Why have so many
audiences been interested in his health?
He is a Belgian who, living in France,
became the voice of Paris in the 50's and
60's, evoking better than anyone else
since Piaf that city's dimlit cabarets,
the night-life of its shadowy back
streets, the stiange, haunting poetry of
the late evening bistros. In the manner
of precedine great French chansonniers,
he wrote his songs and sang his songs --
a poet musician, a troubadour-composer,
hymning such subjects as love and lone-
liness and death and hypocrisy and pity
and joy.

o one realized how much of a following
Brel had acquired in America with his
recordings (in French) until he came to
New York in 1965, when that huge audi-
torium somehow got packed to the doors,
Another such appearance twc weeks later
had all its seats sold out weeks in
advance.

With the presentation of " Jadques Brel"
American audiences had their first ex-
posure to the work, in English, of this
outstanding European talent., Two Amer-
ican devotees of Brel, Eric Blau and
Mort Shuman, devised English lyrics to
fit Brel's music and spirit -- and what
they did worked.



