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A His ory o 
Antecedents of' 

Pentecostalism : 
Contempora y Movemen 

Religious movements have become a f ocal 

o o at ention in bo h the religious and 

secular worlds of soc · ety . Such movements as the 

J e us- moveme ecumenical movement, evangelical 

c usa es, an Pent ec os al ovement have forc eful ly 

su ace 

ume ous 

to the su prise of many f olk. Because -eople ha e been cau ht of - guard the 
J " 

see n suddenness of hese religious movements 

mi h indicate novel f addis ess and c ontemporary, 

spontaneous origin in h is soc ie ty . 

However, this latte a t " tude t owards the 

risin of religio s movements is contrary t o 

eality , s his o can validate . Several move-

ments ate back as f ar as the beginnings of 

Christianity ; the history of Pentecostalism 

illust ates his well . The c ontemporary 

Pentecostal ovemen is not something new, 

de s p i e general f eelings that it is. This 

Pen ec os 1 ovemen is merely a rev·val of that 

wh ·ch has occurre a ain and a ain throughout 
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i s ory . Its ancient r oots reach deeply into 

me o t he ini iation o he early , or Firs t , 

Church on the Day of Pentecost. " ... the 

Pent ecostal exper'ence is n o a re l igious innovation , 

and that i n one orm or another i t has mani feste d 

itself t hr ughout the hi stor y of the Christian 

Chur ch . ,,1 

Subseq ent movements of Pentecos t al nature , 

scat e r e d wi i n his ory •s bo der s , have preserve d, 

u a e an f u there d t he i deals and spirit 

wh · h cons ti t e t he movement t oday. Consequently , 

see 1 ovemen s r ovide a bridge of 

o t'nuit between the or ' ginal Day of Pentecost 

and t he con empo ary move men t , whic h harks back 

o th · s first Da y of Penteco t as t he solid basis 

f o · ts be in , Pe ecostalism is by no means 

an i significan movemen J i t has been 

owled ed as " . . . a elig· ous revolution 

omp rable in imp o tance with t he establishment 

of e ori ina l Apostolic Church and the 

P o estan e o ma i o ." 2 As further evidence 

s impo t he Pentecostal movement " , .. in 

a lit l e more than a ha lf century has emerged 

f o as 11 de cen ral · ze d f e llowship to a 

ltt . J , olee Speaking i n Tongues, (Minnesota, 
1963) . 1 . 

2Jo 
1966) 

Thomas N"c ho l , Pentec ostalism 
• XI . 

(New York, 
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worl wi e ch ' smat· mov en . "J Therefo e 

be 0 elv i 0 s isto cal antececten 

0 

0 C 

o be u -

a 

l o e 

n 

us icious 

enuine 

OS 0 

0 de erizatio 

y 0 e r 

d e e e e 

a " .c s . ly e ~, 0 e 

holi des, 0 ten 

of - n e lee ual.1 but ... 

ce i e hus·as iC I and 

el stic . Thy re members of a 

e ents a enaissance of 

C i 1 fl 

an h acteriz th 

Bu what cons tutes 

o em movement has been 

well rese ed John Thoma Nichol in his 

0 was mentioned earlier 

he oveme looks the ha enings on the first 

y 0 en cos as h oundation for its 

inci le and e is ence. These events as 

a ed • e k of Ac s in the New Testament ---- -
e as the co e of Pentecostal belief and 

c ice , An em hasi is irmly placed on a 

ecu i n e so l P teccstal experience with 

o en l o o • ant and this experience is 

JN ·c o, p 

4 icho 

e 
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scr·p r ly- orien ed, which wil l be discussed 

l a er. 5 

Some o the primary be l iefs of t he 

entecostals have been l eane d f rom several 

o the majo issues o he Protes t ant Reformation. 

e ample they hod he con cept s of salvation 

as a ree to Divine gra ce, t he priesthood 

o a 1 bel ' evers, the Word of God as the chief 

gu eline for fait and pr actice of faith, and 

he idea o the ·n ividual Christian inter­

pea ion o God's or. Other creeds, not 

nee s il s em from the Ref ormation, but 

as o declared by modern Pen tecostals area the 

ind'vid al should look or and submit t o the 

gui ance o he Holy p'rit of God, a reversion 

o apos olic simpl"c i ty of wors hip practices, 

the separation o believers from world, the 

re acement of in an ba ptism by believer's 

baptism, an he pe inent r espons ibility of 

he belie er o watch and be prepared for the 

imminent Secon o Chris t . 6 These 

oct i n s are no 

o Pentecos ali 

inal innovations unique 

heir deri vation in the 

Prete tant e orma ion l"nks Pentecostalism 

5N ' chol 1 p. 1 - 2 . 

6Nichol, p. 2- J . 
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clos l 0 e b so Protestant belief. 

0 

e 

0 

d 

i 

i e om h s c edences shared with other 

, e e l is inc beliefs sharply 

te P n eco a1 ·sm rom the rest of 

i 

hes e 

he Hol Spi 

ota l ese characteristics 

0 he resence and works 

his inclu es heavy 

ase o bap is in he Holy Spirit, speaking 

n e • Divine h ali and the other gifts 
WO in re d b God 's Holy Spirit. 

11 0 he e ha 
I": 

e Bib i cal bases take 
e h • 0 exam e. Throughout the 

i i t y 0 Je us Ch tol in the Gospels 

_jf L ke , John , the sick and 
e roubl were he le throu h faith and Divine 
ace. hen Chris ha een crucified, buried, 

n re ro he ad or the redem tion 

s n H h Hoy Spirito God on 

h is Dy of ente os , Fro m this point, 

OU OU he ace ... of e Ac s of the 

l , o· ine heal 'n took place, Thus, 

hese re sons "heal' has been preached 

an ac be as Pe cos s believe that 

al sickness is provided 

one he rivilege of all 

7 • h . 16. 


