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A History of Pentecostalism:
Antecedents of the Contemporary Movement
Religious movements have become a focal

point of attention in both the religious and
secular worlds of society. Such movements as the
Jesus-movement, ecumenical movement, evangelical
crusades, and Pentecostal movement have forcefully
surfaced to the surprise of many folk, Because
numerous people have been caught off-guargfihe
seeming suddenness of these religious movements
might indicate novel faddishness and contemporary,
spontaneous origin in this society,.

However, this latter attitude towards the
uprising of religious movements is contrary to
reality, as history can validate, Several move-
ments date back as far as the beginnings of
Christianity; the history of Pentecostalism
illustrates this well, The contemporary
Pentecostal movement is not something new,
despite general feelings that it is. This
Pentecostal movement is merely a revival of that

which has occurred again and again throughout
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history. Its ancient roots reach deeply into
time to the initiation of the early, or First,
Church on the Day of Pentecost. ",..the
Pentecostal experience is not a religious innovation,
and that in one form or another it has manifested
itself throughout the history of the Christian
Church, *1

Subsequent movements of Pentecostal nature,
scattered within history's borders, have preserved,
encouraged, and furthered the ideals and spirit
which constitute the movement today. Consequently,
these early movements provide a bridge of
continuity between the original Day of Pentecost
and the contemporary movement, which harks back
to this first Day of Pentecost as the solid basis
for its beingz, Pentecostalism is by no means

an insignificant movement; it has been

acknowledged as ",..a religious revolution
comparable in importance with the establishment
of the original Apostolic Church and the
Protestant Reformation,”? As further evidence
of its import the Pentecostal movement “...in

a2 little more than a half century has emerged

from a small decentralized fellowship to a

IH, J, Stolee, Speaking in Tongues, (Minnesota,
1963). po 190

2John Thomas Nichol, Pentecostalism, (New York,
1966), p. XI.
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worldwide charismatic movement,"3 Ther;fore,
before delving into its historical antecedents,
some sort of definition and characterization
of the contemporary movement in general needs
to be put forth.

Outwardly the Pentecostals have been
looked upon as ",,.crassly emotional, teoo often
exhibiting holier-than-thou attitudes, often
suspicious of change, anti-intellectual; but,,.
genuinely sincere, vitally enthusiastic, and
utterly evangelistic, They are members of a
movement that represents a renaissance of
Apostolic Christianity."4 But what constitutes
and characterizes the modern movement has been
well presented by John Thomas Nichol in his

book Pentecostalism, As was mentioned earlier

the movement looks to the happenings on the first
Day of Pentecost as the foundation for its

principles and existence, These events as

related in the Book of Acts in the New Testament

serve as the core of Pentecostal belief and
practice, An emphasis is firmly placed on a
recurring, personal Penteccstal experience with

phenomenal concomitants, and this experience is

INichol, p. XI. ,!"-w",?,..z-‘ fam p

“Nichol,ﬂp, XX1T;
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scripturally- oriented, which will be discussed
later,5

Some of the primary beliefs of the
Pentecostals have been gleaned from several
of the major issues of the Protestant Reformation,
For example, they hold the concepts of salvation
as a free gift of Divine grace, the priesthood
of all believers, the Word of God as the chief
guideline for faith and practice of faith, and
the idea of the individual Christian inter-
pretation of God's Word, Other creeds, not
necessarily stemming from the Reformation, but
aslo declared by modern Pentecostals are: the
individual should look for and submit to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit of God, a reversion
to apostolic simplicity of worship practices,
the separation of believers from world, the

replacement of infant baptism by believer's

baptism, and the pertinent responsibility of
the believer to watch and be prepared for the
imminent Second Coming of Christ,® These
doctrines are not original innovations unique
to Pentecostalism, and their derivation in the

Protestant Reformation links Pentecostalism

S5Nichol, pp. 1-2,
éNichol, pp. 2-3,
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closely to other bodies of Protestant belief,
Aside from these credences shared with other
Protestants, several distinct beliefs sharply
differentiate Pentecostalism from the rest of
Protestantism, Notably these characteristics
lie in the stress on the presence and works
of the Holy Spirit. This includes heavy
emphases on baptism in the Holy Spirit, speaking
in tongues, Divine healing, and the other gifts
and works inspired by God's Holy Spirit.
All of these have Biblical hasequz;kc
#ivine healing, for example, Throughout the

ministry of Jesus Christ, told in the Gospels rﬂ

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the sick and

the troubled were healed through faith and Divine
grace, When Christ had been crucified, buried,
and resurrected from the dead for the redemption
of our sins He sent the Holy Spirit of God on

the first Day of Pentecost, From this point,

throughout the account of the Acts of the

Apostles, Divine healing took place, Thus,

for these reasons "healing has been preached

and practiced because Pentecostals believe that
deliverance from physical sickness is provided
for in the atonement and is the privilege of all

believers,"”

’Nichol, p. 16.



