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A STUDY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD RECOLLECTIONS AS REFLECTIVE
OR PROJECTIVE OF VALUES IN SOCIETY.

Nancy Eskridge
Lindenwood Commons 102
May 11, 1972




"Early recollections have special significance. . .

They show the style of life in its origin and in its sim-

plest expressions. . What is of most value about them is

that they represent the individual's judgment, 'Even in

childhood I was such and such a person,! or !'Even in child-

hood, I found the world like this.' Most illuminating of

all is. . .the earliest incident he can reczll. The first

memory will show the individual's fundamental view of life,

his first satisfactory crystallization of his attitude."

This is a brief explanation of a more involved theory of early
childhood recollections set forth by Alfred Adler in his writings
concerning nis personality principle, the Individual Psychology.
Although Adler himself applied this principle basically in the psycho-
analysis of the neurotic character, it seems entirely feasible to
apply this also in relation to the "normal" person as reflective of
his individual values. This assumption is based on Adler's own
definition of the style of life as being "the more general concept,
compromising, in addition to the goal, the individual's opinion of
himself and the world and his unique way of striving for the goal in
his particular situa.tion."?' which corresponds to the basic definition
of a value-="a learned goal."3

This study, based on the premise established slightly in the pre-

vious paragraph, evolved out of a discussion during a class session,

1, L. Ansbacher, "Adler's Place Today in the Psychology of
Memory," Journal of Personality, (March, 1947) 15:3, 197.

2\1fred Adler, The %@vig;g Pg%m;ggx of Alfred Adler, Heinz &
Rowena Ansbacher, eds., (New York, 1956), 172.

3C1ifford T. Morgan and Richard A. King, Introduction to Psyehology,
(New York, 1971), 768.
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the topic of which was early recollections and dreams in relation to
creativity. This sparked my interest, causing me to do further research
on the subject of early recollections, but in this instance, in their
relationship to the values set by an individual. I found that several
studies had been conducted using early recollections as projective
devices. I also found, however, that these studies were administered
in order to acquire data linking early childhood recollections to
personality tendencies. For example, in a study led by Dr. Louis A.
Berman in 1958, adjustment in society was examined by means of a group
administered test given along with an early recollections test. The
results showed that "good adjustment" could be attributed to recollec-
tions of experiences involving adult role playing, oral sanctioning,
hoarding, achievement, conventionality, and/or passenger roles. "Poor
adjustment,”" on the other hand, was readily traced to experiences such
as infantile role playing, resistance to role advancement, observation
of death, d:l:;z;:i;bline problems, or overt hostility.l"

Another experiment dealt with security scores (the intensity of
feelings such as being liked, accepted, "safe," pleasant perceptions of
the world.and its inhabitants--a general tendency towards optimism)
and their relationship to early childhood recollections. It was found
that persons having recollections of happiness, kindness, giving, and
receiving (whether material or immaterial), also had high security
scores. The persons who had watched others suffer or die, been exclui
ded by peers, or recalled misdeeds averaged lower. The persons who

tended toward a "dull childhood," had been contemplative, or had

MLouis A. Berman, "The Projective Interpretation of Early Recol-
lections," Dissertation Abstract, (1958-1959), 2132.
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associated their life with fears fluctuated between the high and low,d
Still another study was conducted on psychotic and non-psychotic groups
to test the accuracy of an early recollections test as a projective
technigque, This test was compared with various others which showed
definite results (Wechsler-Bellevue, Rorschach, Bender-Gestalt, House-
Tree-Person Drawings) and there seemed to be a significant similarity.
between the type of content obtained from both.®

These studies, although only a few of those which have been con-
ducted, are representative of most because of their use of two promi-
nent authorities' theories as the basis for their hypotheses--specifi-
cally, Adler's theory of early recollections as reflective of life
style compared to Freud's "ammesia" theory of childhood recollections.
These studies were also similar in that they chose Adler's theory as
the most reliable, discounting Freud's theory as insufficient and
illogical. Discussion of both will demonstrate why.

In Adlert's Individnal Psychology, he considers the five most
trustworthy approaches to the exploration of the personality as:

1) The earliest childhood recollection

2) Dreams

3) Place as a child in the family sequence

4) Childhood difficulties
5) Nature of the exogenous factor which occasioned the illness.

Selection of the first two areas corresponded with my original interests.

Finding this topic of early recollections and dreams (both considered
"productions of the individual") too broad to work with, the topic was
narrowed and concentration was centered upon early memories and their

interaction with values. Because these recollections reveal direct

Ansbacher, 197-207.

6£~iart.ha. G. Lieberman, "Childhood Memories as a Projective Technique,"

Journal of Projective Techniques, (1957(, 21:1, 32-36.
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movement toward a goal, as well as obstacles to be overcome, this
seems a feasible proposition. In order to proceed with an experi-
ment, however, many factors must be related.

There are many aspects of recollections which must be understood
when applying them as projective of life style. Adler strongly felt
that recollections are primarily productions of the individual because
1) they are selections, distortions, or inventions of past experiences
that the individual relates to unconsciously fit his underlying mood, |
purpose, and/or interests, 2) these memories may fluctuate, in res-
pect to content or feeling tone, accordingly. Whether this varies
according to conditions of recall, whether it corresponds to objective
events or is an alteration of same, or is altogether a matter of fancy
is thoroughly immaterial. Oftez: Ktimes, memories offered by the parents
are either accepted or rejected m upon how they correspond with
the concept of life. No matter what the source or how valid the tale,
it is still a true reflection of the individuals inner world, his
style of life or values, because he believes that he is reporting an
actual event without awareness that the report is largely his own
doing. It is, therefore, open to interpretation by others regarding
his "unconscious tendencies." The one thing that must be remembered
above all is that MEMORIES CANNOT RUN COUNTER TO THE VALUES OF THE

GIVEN PERSON.?

The memories also benefit the subject for they serve as consistent
reminders which he is able to carry with him of his own limits and the
meaning of his circumstances. The individual will, therefore, select |

7Adler, 351-35%.
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or create only those visual memories which have a bearing on his
sitnation. He may be known to repeat these incidents to himself or
others in order to warn, comfort, or reassure himself. They enable
him to keep concentration on his goal and may also prepare him for
the future by acting as a tested plan of action.8

Contradictory to Adler's belief, Freud centered his hypothesis
around the forgotten recollections rather than the remembered. He
did ascribe importance to the early childhood recollection, but
labeled these memories "screen (or concealing) memories" for, in his
opinion, they blocked out other memories. Adler, on the other hand,
saw no difficulty in interpreting these recollections, considering the
earliest as illuminating. '

Sigmund Freud stated that "the earliest recollections of a person
often seemed to preserve the unimportant and accidental, whereas
(frequently though not universally!) not a trace is found in the adult
memory of the weighty and affective impressions of this period."9
This statement is based upon three alternative thoughts. He says,
first, that this amnesia can be a regressive form of displacement which
takes the form of "concealing memories.” The content of these memories
belong to one of the first years of childhood while the thoughts
represented by it belong to a later period of the individual, He
attributes these repressions to the possibility that as a child he
intimately associated pleasure with the primitive, selfish tendencies

of early childhood, an act which is unacceptable in later life. Next,

Badier,354-356

9Sigmnd Freud, The Basic Writings of Sigmund Freud, trans. and ed.,
A. A, Brill, (New York, 1938), 62.
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he says that more often we find a reversed situation where an indif-
ferent impression of the most remote period will become a concealing
memory in consciousness, owing its existence to the association of an
earlier experience, against whose d:lrec;e;reproductlon there are resis-
tances. The final category is that of the contemporaneous or conti-
guous concealing memory--that memory which is associated with the
impression it conceals through both content and the contiguity of the
time,10

Freud, too, has an idea about the retained reminiscences. For
the most part, he finds no guarantee of the accuracy of the tales.

They may be falsified, incomplete, or displaced in time and/or place.
With this Adler will agree. But whereas Adler accepts this falsified
recollection and subjects it to test as acceptable media, Freud con-
tends that its purpose is to merely conceal more important, underlying
tendencies. Motive can be discovered to explain the why. Often times,
powerful forces of a later period of life have moided the memory so
that it either denies or excludes the undesirable traits of the infan.
tile experiences, thus Adler's theory remains intact.

Because of the seemingly redundant and ambiguous nature of Freud's
theory, I find it rather difficult to accept it as applicable or prac-
tical when comparing it with Adler's principle. Since most of man's
fundamental views of life, as well as basic character traits, are
established in the first years of his life, it is logical to assume
that he would retain mainly those experiences which represent his beliefs,
tracing back to the origins of same. I, therefore, reject Freud's

10Frend, 62-66.
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ascertain which type of recollection is most serviceable.

A second type of evaluation will be made based on Freud's and
Adler's opposing ideas about the memories which are blocked out about
our childhood. Since Freud argues that these are concealing of more
jmportant events and Adler states that they are forgotten because of
the conflict with life style (in other words, the reéollections cannot
run counter to life style), I was curious to find just which seems to
be more valid. An examination, therefore, for an obvious slant will
be made.

It seems proper at this time to take full advantage of the avai-
lable statistices on values and, in conjunction with this study of
reminiscenses, draw conclusions concerning the measurement of the rela-
tive prominence of the six major interests. Because of the groups

formed, it is not only possible to find central tendencies for each

but to also run a comparison.
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METHODOLOGY :
Subjects: There were various factors which entered into the

selection of subjects. Because of limited access, time, and man-
power, it was necessary to restrict the number of subjects to thirty.
This gdﬁigﬂwas chosen according to sex and age, primarily, and inclu-
ded: 1) ten high school students (ages 15-18)--five male and five
female; 2) ten college students (ages 18-22)--five males and five
females; and 3) ten college graduates, or adults, (ages 29-"Past the
middle")--again five male and five females. The high school students
were, presumably, of the "white middle class," Their identities are
not known because, in order to obtain subjects of this age, it was
necessary to send copies of the guestionnaire to the-bzqﬁhe;s.and_sis-
ter in Oklahoma City and they were returned anonymously, a;“fequested.
Their classmates tend to belong to this socioeconomic classification,
thus the supposition. The ¢ollege students are all currently members

of the Lindenwood College community and were chosen from among various

] 5
acquaintances. ' The people represent various facits of 1life found in

most college communities inclqding blaéﬁ-white. wealthy-middle class-
poor, and "straight-freak! 70;é subject in the group was not a student
but of the same age. The slder subjects were also members of the
Lindenwood Colleges and covered administrative and faculty members. The
faculty members were of different departments. One adult was a
businessman in St. Charles, Mo., and is related to the college only in
the attendence of.tié-children.

Apparatus: (Article I, Appendix) The test, prepared especially
for use in this exploration, consisted of three main divisions--the

first entitled "Early Recollections" and the last two parts corresponding
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4o Parts I and II of the "Study of Values" as established by Gordon W.
Allport, Phillip E. Vernon, and Gardner Lindzey. The four basic
guestions of Part I were set up in order to obtain details directly
concerning: 1) the first memory; 2) the overall concept centering around
the predominant aspects of the childhood; 3) a forgotten (yet confirmed)
event of the past; and 4) the goals set (or accomplished) by the subject.
The first two were, df course, aimed at obtaining details which could

be pertinent to value trends while guestion three was to make avais

JYable data with which to test Freud's theory. The last was made in an

attempt to find whether the values indicated by the following parts
were consciously put to work or unconscious tendencies.

Parts II and III consist of a number of questions which are
based upon an assortment of common situations with alternatives from
which to choose. In Part II two answers are given, the subject showing
preference numerically. Part III works in much the same manner with
four instead of two possible alternmatives. All together, there are
120 answers with 20 falling in each of the six areas.

Approximate time of test: 1-2 hours. |

Procedure: The test was delivered to each of the thirty indivi-
duals through the mail. A note was attached explaining the purpose of
the test briefly and asking the cooperation. The test, itself, was
complete with detailed instructions and it was specified that it should
be returned by the following Monday allowing,ample time (six days as
test was delivered on Wednesday) for either completion or rejection,
in which case a substitute would have to be located immediately. The

details were fully explained in the note yet it was found that this was

not sufficient enough to prompt cooperation and many unantieipated
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complications arose. This method therefore proves to be unsatis-
factory. The copies sent to the siblings in Oklahoma City were imme-
diately distributed, finished, and returned.

Upon receiving complete data and color-coding each test as to
sex and age, analysis was begun. The first step was to review each
account offered by the subjects drawing out as specifically as possible
details which fit into the seven main and ten sub-categories. To aid
in recording onto the charts later, a color code was established making
the details more evident at first glance. This process was followed
for both the set of earliest recollections and those of general infor-
mation. At this point, the forgotten event could only be handled with
respect to theme and any other details given. Notes were made in all
instances.

Step two involved the basic tabulation of the numbers in the
six columns. In order to acquire accurate percentages in comparison
with those established by the "Study of Values," the following proce-
dure was followed:

&) A quick scan of the six pages reveals any unanswered

questions. In this case, adjustments must be made giving

1% points to each blank in Part II (total-3), 2% points

to each blank in Part III (total-10). Each question must

have had the correct total.

2) The digits of the corresponding columns of pages 3-8
are added and the totals recorded on page 8.

3) To insure correct addition, find the sum of the totals.
If this total is not equal to 240, a quick review must be
made and the figures corrected.

4) Certain simple corrective measures (control) are applied
with the addition of +3, =1,#4, -3, +2, -5 to the corres-
ponding totals of the test. The overall total should again
be equal to 240. '

The immediate analysis of data from both sections being completed,

it was now necessary to organize the material and record it in the

tables described below.
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RESULTS:
Table I shows at first glance the complete statistical results

of all thirty subjects, the various age and sex groups indiecated

and a mean established for the set of values of that particular group. '
The table aids the process of linking the values to the elements found
in the memories as each subjects color code is used in order to obtain
any given make-up instantly. The means shall serve at a later time in
comparison of trends. The statistics, however, are meaningless in
their present form without first describing the profile to which

they are compared. The test was constructed so that the average score
is 40. A definitely high or low score is determined when it falls
outside the limits listed below, thus exceeding the range of 50
percent of all scores for that value, i.e., 1 Probable Error.

Theoretical 34-46 Social 35-46
Economic 34-h6 Political 35~45
Aesthetic o Religious 33-47

The interrelation of high and low scores show each individuals profile
of values. It is when a specific score exceeds 82 percent of all
scores, i.e., 2 Probable Errors, that the value is distinguished as

outstandingly high or low. It must lie outside the following limits:

Theoretical 29=51 Social 30=50
Eeonomic 29=51 Political 3149
Aesthetic 27=53 Religious 25=55

The table is labeled appropriately with both the subjects color code
and the value headings. Trends for the various groups are apparent
and are to be discussed in detail later.

Table II is simply a complete record of the ages %ited by each
in the story of his first recollection. The average was calculated

for each age-sex grouping, excluding the unknown variables and
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working with only those related. The only determination which can be
made as result of these findings is that five out of the six groups
had an average age of 2-3 with the exception of the high school females
with a devient average of 5%. The overall average was 3 years of age.
Table III is the compilation of the results derived in Table I
and from the initial analysis of the earliest memory as related by the
subject. A table was established by dividing an area into 96 boxes
(six rows and sixteen columns) with each section representing two
factors--1 value category and 1 element type from the recollection.

The rows were labeled according to the elemental divisions established

in the introductory remarks. The notes were entered in the chart after

first establishing the value profile and recording the notes in the

appropriate row for that profile. It was necessary to record more

than once in cases where two to three value categories were scored

highly, as in most cases. After all recollections were sufficiently

recorded, similar details were grouped and tallies run. In Table IV,

the same procedure was used substituting the earliest with the gen-
eral recollection for ease in running a comparison of the two.

Table 5 deals with the final area of early recollections to

be studied, the forgotten events. In this table the forgotten mem-

ory has been recorded with a slight description. Then, after re-

viewing the questionnaire, any details given in the previous
questions or results from the values study that could support or

reject the values or traits revealed by the forgotten event were

recorded opposite the stories. If there was no available infor-

mation on the subject this, too, was recorded.
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DISCUSSION-OF RESULTS

The most important part of any study of this sort is, of

course, the results.obtained and the way in which they tie in with
the original hypothesis. My results turned out to be different than
anticipated and dishearteningly so, for they seemed to discount the
theory that recollections held by an individual may be used to pro-
ject or reveal conscious or unconscious value preferences. The
attempt to discover how the various eleménté of recollections can
be used as projective showed that in most cases this is not possible.
It is true that each of us relates to a different event as the
conscious origin of our existence, and many things can be observed
about the various elements other than just their relationship te
values. Basically I found that each vision has the capacity to act

as a guideline when placed in similar situations in later life but
that they did not serve as a basis for all values. In most of the

sub-categories, resultant variables involved remained constant for

all six value types. Some valid observations can be made, how-

ever, about all categories.

The ages ranged anywhere from one to seven Years with obvious

concentration in the two to three year group. A comparison of the

averages of the sex-age grouping as found and recorded in Table II

shows no definite discrepancies. Here again the ages centered

around the 2-3-year-old period. The overall average,indeed, was

tabulated as 3 instead of 4 as found by Freud. Only one deviant

average occured, this being the average of 5 1/2 for the high-

school aged females. An interesting observation is made concerning

o .
the fact that, in two cases, situations were sited as having oceured
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3n infancy, prior to or just following the completion of the

first year. In both incidents, details were given--details which
depicted the wonderment, beauty, and innoncence of the first months
of life. One subject stated that he remembers and can visualize
and feel the sensations produced by "sucking, squeezing, and hand-

waving."

Setting was investigated next and again the same variables
were present in all value divisions, the ratios remaining cons-
tant. The home was the location of most of the first incidents
recalled, vhether indoors or out. There were various detailed des-
criptions of these early homes and in each instance a picture could
be ereated. As shall be seen in the discussion of the general
recollections later, the attachment to home-like situations was
severed and school became the dominant factor. This comparison
reveals the tendency of most children to break ties with the home
and arrange his world around his friends and. school activities.
Although I had anticipated that outdoor settings would be most
prominent in the theoretical and aesthetic areas, it was noted
that indoor and outdoor settings were prevalent in all with
only a slight dominance of outdoor settings.

Just as suspected, companions-~found in both humans and
animals--play a great role in any childhood. Although this was
more evident in the general descriptions, even in isolated situ-
ations, there was greater occurrence of companionship rather than
solitude during the incident. There were stories related in which
the subject appeared to be alone but again this appeared in all

value situations fairly equally. Instead of parents being together

during the time of the incident, either one or the other was
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was present, if either. In most cases where the parents were
mentioned, they acted as playmates, friends, teachers, or in
a neutral role rather than that of guidance. Others men-
tioned included teachers, sitters, and grandmothers, (usu-
ally as a mother substitute). Strangers entered in - in.only two
instances and seemed to make only a small impression:in each.
Brothers and sisters, too, were usually referred to singly.
In only one case were friends as such sited as being present.
Animals were usually only viewed from a distance except
in the reference of a specific pet. They wefe many times asso-
ciated with fear, and in three cases the observation of death
was made.
Fear dominated a feeling of confidence as felt by the chil-
dren in their dealings with the world. These included fears
of animals, death, injury, or sickness, being lost, and author-
itative figures. Apprehension,as opposed to fear, was expressed
through description of cases where the child felt restricted,
strange in his immediate setting, et cetera. The only time
when confidence was implied was in the isolated incidents when
the child felt curigusity and explored on his own in order to
satisfy same, With@ﬁt giving it much thought, the child set
out without knowledge of possible dangers, confident that he
would be able to cope with any given deterrent. Most such
children, however, do not have this feeling of self-confide
ence and seem to fear most aspects of life which cannot be im-

mediately grasped. Happy events were dominant along with a

feeling of independence.
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Another emotional state that was taken into account was
embarrassment or the lack of embarrassment in situations which
would normally cause it. By examining the experiences and the
manner in which it was related, it could easily be determined
whether or not the individual had felt any despair. Two such
jneidents were told in which embarrassment would be the most
likely reaction. When I was recording the fact that there was
a lack of such a reaction, it was found that the individuals®
profiles revealed ter_ldgnca; in all value types except the social.
It makes one wonder%{/’cﬁ‘l;, if this be tested on a wider scale,
results would show that socially-oriented people would be
inclined to react to the same situations with embarrassment at
being degraded in the presence of peers. This would seem a log-
jcal hypothesis, especially if he/she tended to feel insecure

about his place in society, and therefore make it a point to
avoid all situations which coudd cause such embarrassment.
When discussing the "moods,"--divided into the categories
of mischief, adventure, destruction, or construction--mood
is used to refer to the atmosphere created by the action itself
or the result of the action. To determine that an event was
mischievous as opposed to adventurous, rebellion was sought to
be the motive and satisfaction and pleasure the result of having
caused such trouble or grief. Adventurous, on the other hand,
was considered analogous to curiousity. Thus, experiences de-
seribed as an exploration in which unexpected (or dangerous)
complications could be encountered are classified as "adven-

turous." Tally showed rebellion to be the dominant motive and




24

jnstigator of trouble. No matter what the dominant motive,

however, it may be noted that derogatory acts were recorded in
a1l value types except the economic--that which is primarily
concerned with the practical aspects of life rather than de-
viations.

Destructive events (death or injury in most cases) and
constructive (creative, learning experiences, sports, building,
et cetera) were compared and it was found that out of the thirty
questioned, most who revealed action in either were construc-
tive events. These events were recorded in all value divisions
and thus say nothing concrete in their relationship except that
the greatest concentration of creative acts was found to occur
in the aesthetic value type. This would seem to be reasonable
since it is this group whose existence revolves around creative
abilities or interests.

Sexual motives, although prevalent in only two (both male)
of the thirty memories, fell under the theoretical, aesthetic,
and political value types. In a sense, it would seem loge
ical that sexual motives would be associated with these in-.
terests. Sexual exploration in a child could easily be 2
characteristic basis of the theoretical since it is a search
for the "truth" about the sexes that prompts the action. The
econonic person, concerned with personal wealth and comfort .
(both physical and financial), dwells on the subject of sat-
isfaction of primary physiological drives, one of which is sex.
Aesthetic men are oriented around the beautiful and sensuous

and, just as many times in the past, the sexual interpretations
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of the body are often dominant. Sex, it would seem, could
pe pegarded by the politically-oriented man (leader) as an-
other form in which to show dominance. It also seems logical
that the socially-oriented (philanthropic in this sense) re-
gards love more necessary than sex and the satisfaction; the
religious man concentrates intently upon attaining the
greatest spiritual fulfillment and sex does not act as a
primary factor in attainment of this goal.

The themes, though no significance can be found or dom-
inance traced, dealt with the most fascinating and entertaining
experiences. The subjects responded with much enthusiasm and,
therefore, filled in details to give a more complete picture
of the event. So many dealt with funny incidents (watching .
the maicis undress; one's sister placing a leash on the subject,
feeding her dog biscuits, and walking her around the blockj
punishment administered when father becomes upset about the
children playing and, therefore, keeps the light on all night;
a baby crawling out of his crib and into his parents! party;
and "accidents" in class) and still others with tragedy (death
of a favorite aunt or the kitten you loved so much, and

being lost in a new city). At the rememberance of a new baby

one felt warmth and happiness. Reliving a day in the country,

or visiting the grandparents' old homestead proved to be

heartening. Each and every story was an experience in itself

and made the project worthwhile.
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.- . The overall recollections served a purpose other than that
initiaily planned. The fact that the hypothesis was discounted from
the beginning made it impossible to run the comparison of the earliest
and general findings in the attempt to determine the most accurate
projective device. Upon examining closely Table IV, a pattern became
obvious. It was interesting to find that a basic, "stereotyped"
childhood existed to which each subject's description fit. There
were little variations, but for the most part it was an almost shocking

generalization in itself.

As stated when discussing setting related to first memories, the
home was the dominant location for the events. When relating the
over 211 childhood, however, school became the center of interest
with only occasional mention of home. Another interesting observation
was that, when the student was not in school, his activities were
outside--working with, playing in, and exploring the natural world.
The family became important in its entirety and the parents were

once again considered a couple rather than single entities. Brothers

and sisters were no longer singled out, either. Friends became very

important. Animals were mentioned but only in generalities and none

were pets. All but one subject had "happy" childhoods, full only of

constructive situations. Even the mischievous child was, paradoxically,

mischievous in a constructive way. In essence, there exists an
ideal childhood-~one to which most people relate pleasantly. If this

stereotyped concept were to be the basis for values, all persons

would be the same. I would contend, therefore, that it is most

likely the individual interpretations of this period of life that is

of value importance., It could be, also, a comglomerate of single
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outstanding situations that switch emphasis from one value to
another thus forming the final profile, if the values are even ‘
formed during the childhood.
Tyrning from the recollection to the "forgotten" events, much
is to be said about the gggggfﬁg;ng results obtained. These results
showed that the theme of the events had one of two characteristics.
Either 1) the ehent was of an aspect of the individual's: life which
had no significance other than more existence, or 2) it was in direct
opposition to establiahed values or facets of great importance. For
example, an instance was cited where the birth of both siblings was
blocked entirely from the memory although the subject was old enough
to be able to recall it clearly. Closer investigation of material
provided earlier concerning dominant factors of the childhood revealed
the fact that no mention was ever made of the existence of the siblings,
let alone closeness. An example of the second type can be seen in the
case where the individual was extremely religiously inclined yet,
although she knows that the family went to church to worship regu-

larly, she has no visual recollection of these eriagf This seems

to be a combination, in a way, of both Freud's and Adler's theories

with a twist here and there,
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CONCLUSION:

CONCLUS LR
The original hypothesis of my study was, in essence, that early
recollections are projective of set values. Althﬁugh this hypothesis
was initially established by Adler and effectively applied to the
neurotic, I applied it to the 'mormal" individuals. The results
did not completely support my application but, at the same time, did
not conflict with Adler's theory. I cannot help but wonder if the
cause of the unsatisfactory results was that the American society
is not conducive to a study of this type. Even though there is
definite differentiation in socio-economic classes, the American
enviromment had conditioned each of us toc be similar in major res-
pects; therefore, variation in recollections as described by these
tests was minimal. This would account for the "ideal childhood"
that was so evident. Forgotten events seem to be the only "recol-

lections" which apply to a definite characteristic--a characteristic

that does not depend upon society or environment for its existence,
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High School Males

Unknown
2
2
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College Males
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3
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TABLE V
FORGOTTEN EVENTS

Nature of event Forgotten Number Corresponding Information
Per Questionnaire
UNANSWERED
BIRTH OF SIBLING 11 -
1) Sister and Brother 1)No evidence from earlier
statements of sibling clossness
2) Sister 2)No mention earlier of same
3) Brother 3)Mentioned earlier as having
teased younger brother quite a
bit z
4) Sisters 4)Played togther as children
MISCHIEF. 3
1)Rampaging through 2)Mischievous tendency revealed |
_ chicken house through general recollections .
2)Urinating on brothers 2)Mischievous tendency revealed
‘head through general recollections
3)Eating Birthday cake 3)No mischievous tendency revealed
. with hands earlier
EXPERIENCES WITH RELATIVES 4
1)Family reunions 1)Only remembrance is that he
hated the affairs
2)Riding bulldozer with 2)No previous mention of close-
» Grandfather ness to man
3)H0ther holding her 3)Mother never mentioned-extreme
(subject) closeness to father
4)Knowing Great-grandfather 4)No mention previously
WORLD WAR II 2
1)Father unemployed 1)Stated in general recollections |
_ that there was a closeness to
31565 : the father who was always busy.
2)Bombing of Pearl Harbor 2)Tendency in childhood to create
% rather than destroy
OBJECTS L
1)Guns 1)No violent or destructive ten- |

2)Birthday party (own)
when rollerskating

3)Hating and fearing clown
doll
4)Surgery

5)Seeing Fantasia and a
certain painting
6)Going to church with parents

dency revealed.

2)Stated in general recollections
that there were two favorite
things

3)States in same sentence that
clowns are favorite part of circus
4)No mention of fear of hospitals
but does tend to be dependent on
home and family

5)Values profile reveals aesthetic
tendency

6)Values profile reveals religious
tendency
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