


O’ Lindenwood of Belleville

We enter these halls of learning with a deep abiding yearning
to begin our epic journey to a future unforeseen.

It’s our duty and our mission, to maintain the school’s traditions,
and keep her high position in our hearts, held to esteem.

O’ Lindenwood of Belleville, you shall ever pioneer
a path to wisdom and integrity and our friendships far and near.

Written by Nicholas Moramarco and Marsha Hollander Parker
Orchestral Arrangement by Ryan Curtis
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Graduates and guests, please join us for the Farewell Reception with the
President immediately following the ceremony in the Sunken Garden.
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LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY-BELLEVILLE COMMENCEMENT

Welcome to Lindenwood University-Belleville 
and to one of the most important ceremonial 
occasions of the academic year. Lindenwood’s 
Commencement ceremony is filled with symbolism 
and tradition that remind us of the noble purpose 
of colleges and universities. The academic dress 
worn by the students, faculty, boards, and platform 
party is described later in this program. Staff 
members also volunteer to assist in this special 
occasion, and many of them are wearing maroon 
gowns as part of their role as marshals. Marshals 
direct the processional and seating of students, 
faculty, board members, and administrators.

Academic customs originated within the medieval 
Church, and the order of procession follows 
ecclesiastical custom with the most honored 
members of the procession at the end. Staff 
members lead the procession bearing in order 
the United States flag, Illinois state flag, and 
Lindenwood University flag. They are followed 
by graduating students carrying the academic 
division banners for their respective program. 
Next in the procession are the graduating students, 
followed by the faculty and members of the 
Alumni Board, the University Board of Directors, 
and the platform party. The President, preceded 
by the University Marshal, is the last person to 
enter the Commencement area. The mace carried 

in the academic procession by the University 
Marshal symbolizes the authority of the President. 
The staff of white oak, the state tree of Illinois, is 
surmounted by a four-sided ceremonial “capital”: 
two sides bear the Sibley Crest and two sides 
iterate the University’s mission statement. Carved 
into the base are two rings that represent the 
individuality of both Lindenwood campuses and 
the combined mission of the Lindenwood system. 
It is used only on occasions when the faculty 
and President march in formal procession. The 
mace, flanked by the United States flag and the 
Lindenwood University flag, is proudly displayed 
at the foot of the platform. 
 
At university graduations, there are typically 
three types of Latin honors bestowed. In order of 
increasing level of honor, they are as follows: Cum 
Laude, “with praise”; Magna Cum Laude, “with 
great praise”; and Summa Cum Laude, “with highest 
praise.” Three additional forms of recognition 
offered at Lindenwood are University Honors, 
recognition of students who graduate with a 
cumulative grade point average of at least 3.3 and 
complete at least eight courses with an Honors 
distinction; and Veteran/First Responder Honors. 

During Lindenwood’s Commencement ceremony, 
the candidates for degrees are presented to 

the President by the executive administrative 
officers. Each student’s name is read, and the 
President presents the diploma to that student and 
congratulates the new graduate. The students are 
also congratulated by the deans of their academic 
schools. Once all the degrees have been conferred, 
the pipe and drum corps leads the recessional in 
reverse order of entry with the newest alumnae and 
alumni at the end of the procession.

We hope that you enjoy our Commencement 
ceremony and that you will respect our protocol 
for the enjoyment of all concerned. Please remain 
in your seats during the ceremony. During 
the conferring of degrees, please refrain from 
prolonged cheering until all of the graduates have 
been presented. Please stand for the processional, 
invocation, national anthem, and recessional.
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Prunty, Patricia (2013)
Associate Professor of Psychology
BA - University of Missouri-St. Louis
MA - University of Arkansas-Little Rock
PhD - University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Rossow, Lindy (2014)
Assistant Professor of Education/Exercise 
Science
BS, MS - University of Illinois
PhD - University of Oklahoma

Sandmeier, Fran (2013)
Assistant Professor of Biology
BA - University of California-Berkeley
PhD - University of Nevada-Reno

Sharp, Paul (2014)
Assistant Professor of Education
BA, BS - Indiana University
MA, EdS - Southeast Missouri State University
EdD- University of Missouri-Columbia

Slone, Stephen (2015)
Instructor of Athletic Training
BS - Lindenwood University
MS - University of Central Arkansas

Stouffer, Meghan (2015)
Assistant Professor of Chemistry
BS - Gettysburg College
PhD - Washington University

Suess, Steve (2002)
Division Chair of Education and Counseling
Assistant Professor of Education
BA, MS, EdS - Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville
PhD - Saint Louis University

 
Taylor, Brooke D. (2011)
Assistant Professor of English
BS - Columbia College
MA, PhD - Washington University

Trice, Thomas (2015)
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice
BS - Southern Illinois University Carbondale
MA, DMgmt - Webster University

Tuju, Sila (2014)
Assistant Professor of Business
BA - Covenant College
MBA - University of Tennessee
PhD - Northcentral University

Welsh, Jennifer (2014)
Assistant Professor of History
BA - University of Richmond
MA - Cornell University
PhD - Duke University

 
Wingo-Rust, Angela L. (2009)
Dean of Students
Assistant Professor of Psychology
BA, MS, PhD - Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale

Yearian, Stephanie (2011)
Associate Professor of Education
BS - McKendree University
MS - Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
EdD - Lindenwood University

Zlatic, Joe (2013)
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice
BA, MA, PhD - Saint Louis University

FULL-TIME FACULTY CONTINUED

Dear Lindenwood Graduate,
 
We are greatly honored to welcome you as one of the newest members of the Lindenwood Alumni Association!
The Alumni Association encourages you to stay connected to your alma mater and take full advantage of all that it
has to offer. As a member of the Alumni Association, you are entitled to receive free benefits, including the Connection 
alumni newsletter, the LindenBark e-newsletter, a lifetime Lindenwood email address, and an open invitation to
all alumni events on and off campus.
 
As you are checking your phone during this graduation ceremony, take a minute and “like” the Lindenwood University-
Belleville Alumni Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/LUBellevilleAlumni. Also, when you have a moment, 
please be sure to keep us up to date with your life events and contact information by emailing alumni@lindenwood.edu.
It is my pleasure to congratulate you on your graduation from Lindenwood University-Belleville. As you embark on a 
new and exciting journey in life, Lindenwood University-Belleville sincerely hopes that your time has been enriching and 
enjoyable. I wish you all the best throughout your future endeavors and look forward to seeing you back on campus.
 
Jennifer Ferguson
Director of Alumni Relations and Special Events, Belleville
(618) 239-6033
jferguson@lindenwood.edu
 

Lindenwood University-Belleville Alumni Mission

The mission of the Lindenwood University-Belleville Alumni is to build traditions through opportunities, activities, and 
events while celebrating and promoting Lindenwood University-Belleville pride. Belleville alumni embrace the fostering 
of lifelong relationships between past and future alumni, along with community, family, and friends, to encourage 
involvement in supporting students through contributions to the university and its mission.

LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY

ALUMNI
BELLEVILLE
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Connection
LindenBark

Dear Lindenwood Graduate,

We are greatly honored to welcome you as one of the newest members of the Lindenwood Alumni Association!
The Alumni Association encourages you to stay connected to your alma mater and take full advantage of all that it
has to offer. As a member of the Alumni Association, you are entitled to receive free benefits, including the Lindenwood
alumni newsletter, the LindenBark e-newsletter, a lifetime Lindenwood email address, and an open invitation to
all alumni events on and off campus.

As you are checking your phone during this graduation ceremony, take a minute and “like” the Lindenwood University-Belleville 
Alumni Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/LUBellevilleAlumni. Also, when you have a moment,  please be sure
to keep us up to date with your life events and contact information by emailing alumni@lindenwood.edu.  It is my pleasure to 
congratulate you on your graduation from Lindenwood University-Belleville. As you embark on a new and exciting journey in
life, Lindenwood University-Belleville sincerely hopes that your time has been enriching and enjoyable. I wish you all the best 
throughout your future endeavors and look forward to seeing you back on campus.



#LindenGrad18

Real Experience • Real Success
Enhancing lives through quality education and professional preparatory experiences.

lindenwood.edu/belleville/ • (618) 239-6000


