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:Preface 

the orr;anizPtion o:.' t'h~ De!!lDCTGtic Study Gr-oup s.ncl 

to e7.:}?lore a ~e-;,1 of the e c tionn ·::,t:.ken by the DSG in 
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CR..4PTER I 

Democratic Party Sulit 

A major pa r t y needs a great deal of unity 1n 

ord er- to give the i mpressi ou of knowing wha t j_t is 

doi ng. In t his way._ i t s .l eade ~ship i s ma de more 

a ttr a c tive and draws p eof le to i t , The- ma jor party 

is intercJs ted 1n winning enough votes to c::a9ture 

different gov ernmen t off ices . Its secondary eoncern 

1 s with the government progrP_ms . 

At this present time the Democratic partt 

i n Congress :ts s:911 t intG two opp os-1.ng f ,'3,c t.-ions.; the 

cons ervatives and t h e liber als, Thes e t wo groups 

f or m minor par t i e-s •within t h e ma j or Democra t i c Party. 

Th e objective s of' a :minor "!}a r t y lie s omewbe r e be­

tween thos e of t h e ma jor ? a rty and t h ose of a 

pr essure g r oup • which is mos t intHres t ed in i nfluencing 

gover nmen t policies in t be a r ea of its int =:rest s . 

Th e Oonserva.tivgs and l iberals •within t he Democratie 

Party a.re intere s ted in both i nfluencing l e g:i.s l a tion 

and c e._pt;uring off:Lc.es ; for it .is with in t he d iffere:n.t 

:positi ons tha t they obta in t heir i nfluenc e . The main 

role of minor par ·ti e-s f rom •wl thin s e 1:;ms to be tha t 
1 

of influ enci ng legisla tion. 

1 I van H1nd eralcer 1 Part! _.PoH.ti_cs, (New Yopk: 
Henry Ho.lt and Company,, 1956 ; p . 3 . 
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On the one hand ts the conservative e l ement 1n the 

Democratic Party. This conservati8n\ is represented 

mai nl y by t he Southerners . The Democra ts. f r om the 

South are re-elected year a:f'ter year , because there 

1. s no one to run a r;e.inst t h em.. In this W8,Yr they 

have be en able to obtain a great deal of seniority, 

whi ch puts them at t he top of the l i s t for committee 

appointments to cha i rmensbips. Through t heir high 

positions in Congres s . the Dixiecrats have been able 

to u se t heir influence to the great est advantage. 

Although the Southern Democra ts e.re very in­

fluential , they have tnhanced their strength eve-n 

mor e by aligning t hemselves w1 th the Re:i;l'u.blicans 

on various i ssues. This alignment h~s been l a61ed 

by i t s enemies the conservative coaliti on. 2 ~his 

arrangement has dominated Congress since 1938, and 

its most powerful instrument is the Rule s Comm.1ttee .3 

In 1948 the Southern Democrats or Dixiecra t s , 

as they are often call ed . vetoed Democra.tie national 

policie s on the race i ssue and re.fused t o suppo!"t 'b'he 

President ial candidat-e . Af t er finding their attempts 

t o bloek the nomination of Truman unsuccessful, some 

of the Dixiecrats walked out end l ater met in Birmingham 

2 Thia group sha:1.1 be r ef erred to as the 
coalition for the r e~inde r of the paper . 

3 National Committee for an Effeot1ve Congress, 
11The Democratic Study Gr oupH " Oo,ress1.onal Renert, 
Vo . 10, No . 1• (l<rew York: Mar ch · • 1961) . p . 1! 



to nominate J . Strom Thurmond of South Carolina 

a s their candidate for Prestdent • .l~ This proved 

3 

to be rather embarrassing £or the other Democrats . 

It proved how inaffectiva the party was in control ling 

its members . 

Minority l eader Charles Halleck (R.-lnd . ) and 

Judge Howard Smith (D . -Va.), chairman of the Rules 

Commi ttee and l eader of the Southern Democrats , 

co:mmunioe te on certain issues , 5 The ooalition has 

found itself to be most effective when 1t can •Operate 

very quietly. It is not self-vroclaimed . T~1s 

subtle way of doing things has proved very effective 

and efficient~ Its members feel that the cGalition 

can oper a te more effectively without any publicity 

or f an.fare; In t959 the Democrats held a majority 

of t he seats in ;the House ~ This was the grea test 

ma;j ori ty t hey had had since tne New Dea.l,. Desp1:te 

th.ls, little liberal l egislation -was passed beoause 

of the strong. stand taken by t h e coa l :1 tion . Among 

these measur es were those .which 'Were to beco-me the 

most cont roversial in the 1960 Pr':lsident1al r a ce. 

They WBre such thi ngs as c i vil rights ; ar 9a re-

develo!,-:imont; and f eder a l aid to eduoation.6 

4 v . o . Key Jr . , Politics, Parties . and l'ressur,e 
Gro1rns• (!Jet-: York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1-958) , 
p . 292. 

5 aa11eck has a great deal of control over 
the Republican vote. 

6 Key, B.P • c1t. 0 PP. 263-264. 



Although in the pr esent session of Congress the 

coa+ition has appeared 1.ni'requentl y in tl'l.e House" it 

won seven of the nlne 1 s-sue s on wh:teh it a ppeared 

up to O.ctober 9, 1963. 7 1-Dnere seems to be a gen er al 

trend on the _:part of the southerner s to vot e with 

the administration on issu es which are not vital 

to their southern a llegi.anoe . On the whole-, the 

non-Southern. 1)emoc-ratE· ha v_e heen · able to cbtmt on 

t he Southern Dixiecrats for grea ter support of 

t heir piplii<;?ies t han they can Gaunt on the liberal. 
I 

Republi cans ~ The Southern solidarity that once 

e~isted • arose from economic s , race fr1eti on., and 

certain events of history. About the only thing 

t hat really holds·_the Dixiecra ts together t oday- is 

the r a ce problem. On t his 1ssue t h e South :presents. 

a united front.8 One liberal Democra t .wrote: 

Conserv a tives 0an become a 
nositive ~oree in Am~rican 
hi story only if t hey denon­
stra te a.s mDcfb. aonfidenoe-jn 
the futur~ ~s they have in 
the past.4 

Oppos1ng the eonservs t ive r ule in the Ro-use is 

t he liberal. The liber al within t h e Demoora t1e 

7 °oons erva ti ve Coalition°,, Oori3a:ress1onal 
Quarterly. week en.ding October 11 • 19b3 ,' p . t757., 

8Key, ~ . ei t. , P. 266. 

9Eugene J . McCarthy,~ nTh e Liberal: What He Is 
and I sn 1 t" i. ~he New York 'Pi.mes .Ma.gezine -,, :-Septe.mb-eT 1,. 
1 963., p • 1 6 • 
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Party h 2.s b ecome the one to ini tie.te legislation. 

He is the one who looks to the future with optimism, 

Initia l actton in such fialds as economic , socia.l, 

cul tur~i, and p olitic al,, r est in the hands of the 

lib~ral s of today. The liberals are described by 

one liberal democrat as: 

liber a ls ot a new breed--msre 
interested in performance than 
publicity, undo·ctrina:tre , ha rd­
headed• schooled and skilled 
pz-.. 13.cti tloners of the legislative 

10 . arts,. 

Liberalism is a pr ~ctica l movement to the 

realiza"Gion of such goals as equa lity, human dignity"' 

• 11 and .freedom. Th~ liberal is e.n optimist in that 

he :1·s confident that improvement e.nd progress can 

t ake :;lz.ce . He is :9rog:ressive in th.8.t he e.dYoca tes 

e.nd a ccepts change, but he does not believe in 

cha nge s.im~ly for itself alone. He attempts to be 

tolerant cf the opinion of others, but this is often 

too difficult for him. Re often finds his programs 

under att8.ck. • He is constantly on the d ef ensive. 12 

This defensive att i tude of the libera l may partly 

ar:tse from the unsta bleness of his :posi t1on in 

his district-. 

10"The Democ:t-B.t1c Study Group11
, Congressional; 

R-e-PO!'t, p , 2 , 

11~cCarthy, .Q.£., lli,n :P , 8 , 
12 

~b1.,,<i• , p • 8 • 
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Most of the liberals come from contestee areas 

t ~roughout t he United States . In such areas a s 

these , the Repres~nta t i v e must con s ta~tly be a ble 

t o present to his consti tuents t he t:1ings which he 

has done in order t o make the voters rea lize t hat 

he is the man to represent them. For t h is r eason, 

th3se areas shall be called 11 issue- oriented 11 dist­

ricts . The Congre s s men must do what t hey promis ed , 

or they ,~111 not be r e - elected . 

On the other hand , t he r emainder of the Repr e sen­

tatives , exce_pt f 9r a few Republicans from contested 

distric~s , a re from r e l atively s2.:fe districts in which 

thei r election to the House of Representat i v es 

i s not challenged . Th e r ather s2f~ districts for 

the Republic2ns ~re those f rom the rursl Mi dwest 

and New Eng land . The p osition of the rural Southern 

De,;ocra t and the 11 mach ine - man 11 f rom t~e big citi es 

of the North and West are v ery s eldom con-::rested 

and -never beaten . Those gr oups of men ,;-rho are 

rather sure of re - ~l ection 2re S!> i d to be 11 -oower-

• td " 13 orien e • Men such as the~e are the ones who are 

safe i n being absent f r om the floor of the Souse a s 

often as they want to be . These are such men as 

Adam Clayton Powell of New York, who did not attend 

e leven of t h e t hi r teen votes taken on ciYil rights 

13 
J ames A. Ga:c·on , " Powsr Struggle in the Hous e 

of Re::presentati Yes . 11
, Unpublished Ma:::o ter 's Thesis , 

The .American University , Washingt on , D. C., 1963 , PP • 8- 9 . 



14 in the House . 

As a result of their in~tal1l.ity and laek of 

influenc e the l iberal s had to band toget her during 

the 8 1 st Oone;r ess to ·push t h r ough the 21 ~da.y rule 

to cui'b the p o1·rer of the Rules Comm1 ttee . 

1 

Tho 21-de.y ru1.e a.lloi;-ied a bill to be call ed Up by the 

chairman of the oomr1it te~ :-rhich reported i t, if the 

Ru es Committee f ailed to send it to t te floor 

wit'hin twenty- on~ days of a r eouest f or a rule . 15 This 

V).ctory was shor t lived, because t he liberals d i d 

not stay unit::;d , Q.nd t he 82nd Congress repeal ed 

t he r ul e . Because o:f these events, the nsad for 

lib~ral b-Cil1on ,i'G S clearly s een, but the time wa s 

not r .ight-. and the membership wr.i s t,oo sreall . It 

wen du~in,g t his time that the men who ~ere l ater 

to form the De:nocre.tic Study Gronp begi:in t o ·work 

togethei to fuxther t heir legislz t i vs progr am. 

In J957 under Repr esent~tivos Eugene McCarthy 

(D-Minnesota ), Lee Metca l .f (D- Monte..na) .11 and Frank 

Thompson, J,~. , (D • .,. New J ersey} lib?ral Democratic 
. ' 

l ~gi slation WflS draf t.eel . These men11 with a group of 

14sem1.nar with Wi l liam G. Philli p s ,, Staff 
Director of the Democr-tic Study G.ro,lp t Sept ember , 
1963. 

150Issues Facing t he 88th Congress" ., Congressi ona1 
Qu~:::- t erlz~ WeE;k (H'l~.i~g J a nua r y .t:. v 1963 1,1 "? • 1. 



a bout eighty other Democrats pushed a progr am based 

011 the one o! 1956. Their efforts usually fai l ed 

b eoause of a lack of organization :3.nd staff . The 

oper ation Wt;,B definitely 11ot- coor di;nat_ed . 
16 

8 

In 1958 tl:,.e narrowly divided House became 

predom:ln :;,, tely Democr;:, tic , s. nu:mber of 1-iorthern. antl. 

Western Democrats took t he l,)l ace of con,s13r-\1'ati ve 

Republicans . In spite of this , the~e rras no ap9areht 

s.hift in control of the instru:nents of pm,rer it By 

Iiugust 1959 ·tha new Democrats realized tb.a-t thei;c 

:aumar1cal mEtjori ty, w".aich had made such a!l tmpre,ssion 

on t,he country-~ wi,;s making nona . on l Bg:l sla-tion ._ 17 In 

li:pril of 19"59 tb.e gr.oupt which had been called 

bees.me the Congressional Study Gr9up .. They felt 

that no one could object to si~i2ar minded 

Congressm~n gett :.tng together to s t lidy icsues from thei,r 

own point cf vlew. 18 On Septerfuer 4. 1959 9. a 'letter· 

was sent to sev~ral Democrats inviting them to 

attend a meet;ing o:f Northern and. ·western DelI!ocrats on 

• ti 1 '.)Staff Msmo::.""andum-- m1meograJ.)'hed by the Democratto 
Study Group~ {Wa shington: Augusts 1963), Tl • 1 . 

1~The Democratic Stud;y Grou:i:11
, Oop.gr[,]ssion.al 

Reuort, .2.E.• ill•·• P • 2 . -
18:Kenneth Kofmehl, ttThe House :UemocrR- t1c S'tudy 

Qr oup : the 'I;ns_tituti oi:iali zation of a Voting Bloo0, 
Paper read a t the 1962 Annual me~t1ng of the AmeT1can 
Political Scienoe ..1lssocia ti-0n 11 Sep+.cmber 9 1962.11 P • 10 . 

I 
I 

11 



Saturda y- , Sept ember fifth. .It wa s s i g-.aed by 

Rep:res ,:,nta ti V'SS Blatnik, Bowles_, Mete al£ , Reuss , 

Rhod r:s ,. and Thomvs-on. This marked t he o.f.ficia l 

begi 1m-'i..ng of t he forma l. cre·=.: t i on of t he Democrat1e 
19 

Study Group .. . 

9 



Tb.:e passage of ·the Landrum-Griffin Hill revealed 

the disunity e.nd confusion of the liberal Democr£i.ts 

in t he House. Al though the number of De!l:ocra ts 

outnumbered th~ Republic~s by t:wo to ones the coalition 

was a ble to push through the b i ll . Th i s w~1s partiy 

due to t h e inadequeey of ~he libera l Democra ts 

informal line·s . of communication. 1 The time S9e:med 

right for tl:e orga.nl.z@tion of the .libera l members of 

the party. The Land.rum-Griffin Bill vms onl y a 

culmination of oth-er things which also bothered -this 

rather :powerless group . 

Through un:i ty I the libe ral Del!ioc.r··, t,s ho:ped ·to 

make their 9osition wore influenti al . Whey were 

formerly oper a ting under th~ assumption t hat _.fr eshmen " 

Cong:ressmen sb.eul d be seen and net he;:1rd . Now 

a ll this would be eha.nged • There l'rou1d now be a 

pl ace for t hem to a ir their v:tews and opinions on 

various issu.es. They coul d now obtai n ad-vice and 

guidance .from the older and more experienced members ot 

t he House . 



order to dl s cuss t~e problems which confront t hem 

in their d~.y to day duties. 2 The Democre.tio Study 

Group bas done t his through its meetings and 

i ntr~ductory s eminars for the n ew and interested 

Congressmen. I t brought together and. coordine.ted 

t he effort s of the 1.ib-eral Democr8.ts in t'h.e House . 

11 

Besi des s haring a l iber~l vie w-,oint , the members 

a.:r.e simi l a r in ot her wa ys . Only a few of them have 

been in t h s House for an.y gr'.;a t length of -'"Gime . 

These a re men suc'b.- a-E Chet RoJ.i .fi end {D .-C"al i f.)., who 

~v'.):. t h e cb.eirm..a.n of t he DSG in 1960. Most o:f the D-SG 

momber ~hi'.r ..:ionsists of the younger juni or :membe'!'s 

of t h~ Hou£e . They c ome from marginal con t e s t ed 

di str icts, and t hey must r un on t hg ba sis of i ssues. 

They often rel y on a str ong campai gn and a vigorous 

~resent~tion of the pres s ing issue s . I t is felt by 

t in:.e s t han e. .. ce the older more conseryr ti ve element s . 

Thay ? !'e t he ¢ounter va iling fo:!'c e b et·we~n t he 

c onserva tiv~ ~emoc~~t s and Be~ublicans . ~h~y c ome from 

t !1rity-five of ·the f'i!ty s t::.t~s .3 Thr ough the DSG 

t he~ can make t heir pr esence in t hB De~ocrc tic Party 

--------
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Of fi cially,. t he Detnocra..tic Study Group has no 

s tc111ding wt t b:i.n t he perty., I t is not a braneh of 

.. ~he ne t iona l DemocrRtio Pertyi bu t it is an organization 

within t.he Rou$e al'l.d within the 11a:r·t y . I t i s net 

a l obby II but . 1 t does wo.rlc closel y with d'Lf f e.rent 

lobbying groups depending up on the i ss~e a t 
l+ 

stake . 

The wo1"k of the Democra tie St-1_:tdy Grou:p o.-en be a nd i s 

It, howov er ~ doe s :n-ot dtrnlicate any of t he 

'trn:rk done by ·the nat'l oual Oorru::d t".:.ee or ot~er 

orga.nizati o:ns t·"'2.t 1:ln t he '1a r t_y • For one reason., 

its r o.c i l~. ties and s t aff a r e not l a r t;e enoug11 or 

flxtens i ve enough to do th9 t h i ng s 11hioh c 2n b~ done 

by t he n a tional Co:mmittee . They reflect ·what t 'hef 

f flel to be th~ nat!.onal Democra tic v1 sws on various 

Comm:. t·tce a.ll o-v-tl:llg t he DSG t o se..-id out :ma t eri a.1 . 

This :ma tarial ex:pr es.ses t he straight down t he li.ne 

li b c:'.'al v:J.ews . The- N,s.tional Committe e contributed 

~oney to the campai gn f acilitias of t he Democratic 

Study C:h:-oup . 

ln 1960 the adyisory commit tee w:U;h in t he National 

Oommittee :ln-vited the TISG t o their iE.eeting and gave 

them sp::Jce in t he campaign. This was a me.eting in 

4 
Ser.::inar with William Philli ps 0 
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which th.er ,::; ·w~s an excha~ge of r esearch done by 

various groupe fO':r the a p~roach ing e1c1.:mpaign. fhe 
l 

DSG 1nll probably work qui tte•· fl:~·fflfel.,y wi -th the Rous e 
< 

and s enate ~a.mps.ign c.ommi ttees. aurtq the 1964 

eleG?tiori.s 1> They will colla borate on -such things 

In addition to its relations to the :pe.rty 

itself, the DSG must- mai!4t a in some kind of _conne0tion.s 

with the administration O.J:l bills tha t both the DSG 

and t he White House are interested 1.n. The communioat1on 

- between the two. 1.s extensive. They work clos elif 

"i-d th th~ Administ r ation s ta.ff on $'trategy 9.D.d speeches~ 

They both ha v e sim~ l ar program~, and t-!1e DSG likes 

t-0 . thinlc -of itself as the :party represent ing the 
' 5 President ts program. 

The DSG wants t.o give its members t he thiZ!gs 

which t h e party cannot wnile working within the 
. 6 

existing f r amework of the party. At t he same 

time , the DSG mu ~t remain on good t erms with the 

lead ership . They identify themsel ves as Drunocrats 0 

a.nd they feel tha t they mu s t avoid challeneing the 

Hous e leeder s . The leadership is eonsul·ted before 

5 
Interview 1'11 th William Philli:ps, No~em'b.~r:r 

5·, 1963, 
6 . 
Ibid·• 
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the DSG t akes any a ction that might be misunder stood . 

lt must be stressed that .the DSG does not f eel 

i tself a threat. te tha erlst.ing leade.rsh i:Pi; although 

the leadership sometimes regards tnem e.s one . They 

are willing, on most issues, to accept its authority 

and any concessions presente(j. by the leaders which 

are not felt t o be too h8'rsh. 
,.1 ... s-1 

Ga.iru.ng the cou:fi~oe 

of the Speaker a.nd the Maje::r:1 ty Leader cs.n often 

prove to be a r Bt.her dif ficult ta.sk .. .At t he present 

time , the .formatio:ti of a DSG aam:paign co~lttee 

unde:r the chairmanship of Ocngressman R1.chard 

Gollin.g (D ..... ~o .. ) h:as ca:used a stir -w-1 thin the party 

leadership . 

In short j the ma1n obj aot1 ve· of the DSG can 

be summarized . as baing the promotion oft.he 1eg1sl at.ive 

:program of the D~m:ocratic party as outlined in the 

platform, 7 'l?o d0 this they ha ve i mproved tha 

communication among the De:moc:ratic liberals through 
. 8 

research and analysis ef the issues .:facing them. 

To exp1.~ess t heir objectives in a !!lore defined ma.rm-er, 

the DSG drew up a list of nlne Obj ective s wh1ch they 

wish~d to a eeomplish-• This 11st con.wisted of an · 
4t ~ 

7Kofm'3hl, ~- cit., :p, 20. 
8 

"Resolution Esta.bl l shinW ·Orgab±za tion Strueture 
of the Democratic Study Group , Demo era ti,c S.tudy 
Group h p ~ 1 '! 
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effective civil rights program~ more a r ea redevelopment 

legislation~ f •3d ar al aid to education •. op-position 

to the raising of the interest r a.te ceilings on 

long t erm government bonds • social secu·r i ty @1llendments 

1.pcludi ng disabili ty libere li~atio-n and D"ediea.l 

a a re for the age.d • b etter housing and renewa.1 

1egi slation, incr0ase in the mini1mim wags and 

extension o.f coverage, improvements in the unempl oyment 

eompens:.tion system,. and farm l egi sl a tion to i~elude 

some form of omnibus far:m b-111.,9 

Before a. p ·oliey _p.ositioil c a n be establishe.d by 

the DSG, it must be decided by a -meeting of all the 

members . On issues whi ch are of 1,11inor controversy_, the 

Execv tj_v e Commit-tee o.a.n meet and make the decision 

f'or the group as a whole. ·The re is no requirement 

t hat a:ny member follew the decision mr:de by t he· 

c orr,mi ttee or in fact, tb.o-i-: e made by the wl;lol? group . 

There is no binding vote. It may be i nposs1b1e for 

a member to support c0-rte.in stBnds of t he DSG 

for- pers onal or c onst:1 tuent r easons .• 

This was what happened t0 iaev er a l -members 

c oncerning t he Bra c ero program. The DSG W8.s 



definitely aga inst it. but a member might be from 

a dis triot in which the need for it wa s strongly 

felt . For this r e-a.son,. he would be compelled to 

vot e for it :in spite o:f the way he felt e.bout it . 10 

Two votes were los t on the tax cut bill, because 

t b e men. f 'elt that 1 t d i d not g o f e r enough and 

that it we.s not strong enough. Anot her exa:mple 

of this would be the hard core which consta ntly 

votes a ga i n.st farm l egislation. Th ese a re ma:tnly 

t he big c1ty guys who voted t his way b efore the DSG 

was f ormed .. The DSG can count on los ing from eight 

to ten on f arm l eg:tsl a.tion. 1 ,- !'he main _pui":'ose of 
j 

t he ' gr-oup and its officers is to keep the members 

16 

:'lnf~rtded on issu e s a nd .s.cti on.s wh ich are being t aken. 12 

I I 
Al:mo3t all the de cisions made by the DSG 

I 

t a::a.(l to f all ·with in the fre.mewo:rk of t h ose made in 
-I ; -

t he pa:s t . hi ordc;r to de-cide t h e issues which 

1(0 -

I
. ; Interview ·with William Phlllip s,-

~1Ibid,._ -t2 
' It sh0uld be -pointed out . e.t t his uoint tha t 

a lthough t h ere is some d evia -ti o-n from the pol1cy,. 
t here is d efinitel y more organiza tion amotJ.g the 
members through their pa.rt5.c :i.pation :ln the 
DSG •.. 

~---~~---



., 

t f 

the members wish to stress duri ng a c ampaig11; the 

DSG circul ates a qu el~ tionaire ., While doing this , 

the .st a nd -which the members wi s h to }1a.ve t aken on 

these issues . The~e wa s a degre~ of doubt concerning 

the Inter est Ra t -e B,ill, and t he DSG cireula t ed a 

questionaire in o:rde:r to d eter mine the stand which 

should be taken in order t o r epresent t ne ma jority 

of its members . It turned out that nine:t;r-two 

percent shared .t he s ame opinion as t o how it should 

be handled .. 13 

The vot in.g and deciding on policy t ~nds to 

aL'!lost a lwa ys be unanimous , or a t l ea.st from 

ninei;y ... fi ve to one hundred percent • They migh~ 

lose four or five votes on an issue . 
I 

Although t he formation of a policy is i~portant. 

the f irst thing the DSG had to do wes t-o 

interna lly or ganized and. elect officers . 

get i tself 
I The ! 
' 

ofrice:rs of the Democ::ra tio Study Grmro are el.eeted 
~ I 

I 

f.nr-1ry t wo. years with the forma tion of a new Co~ . .gress .• 
. I 

Forming th~ leadership of the DSG are t he che.i:rman, 
j 

the v i ce•chau ~man a.t ;""large, t he secre,tary, am the 

regional vice-ehalrmen. 

13 Int ervie·w with William l?l1:ilJ.ip st. ou , ott• 
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When the DSG w first fo ed, th re a a 

planning oo 1 ttee org niz d und r the chairman 1p 

of OongreoDI!l!\Il S1sk of Oal1forn1a . h1e • a 

t elv man oo tt hich r pc.red th pl ns 

for the ~t bl1ehm nt of formnl or :fJ.1.z t1on . 

It d c1s1on r, re orted to the 1n body on Tuesday 

September 8 , 1959. nong the eugge t1ons de 

·1ere 33 menber policy co tte, th el c ion ot 

the chc.irman crete.ry from nd by the co pl te 

e bereh1p, and th ap ointment of the 1h1p by 

the ch irman and tboEe om h 1 hed to consu t . 14 

When th cho.1 n and vice-ch 1rm n ere elected 

b1- nnu lly b the e~ber of the DSG tho chairman 

appoint t·o st ruling ubc mmitte on progr m 

rch direction. He cay nlso ppo1nt any 

additional subcomm1tte o 1ch need a fro 

t1 

ti 

tot me for pec1f1o 1 sue • t th pr s nt 

th r 1a ubcoI!l!!l1ttee on c1v11 r1gh a 

choired by Congr ssman Bollin nnd one on for 1 1d 
ch ired by Congr oannn Do ld Fr ser from '1n.ne ota. 

The ch 1 Die loo uthorieed to sign 11 cb. ck 

for the p yment of xpenees incurred by t he LSG . he 
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ch 1rnan o.nd t e 1n mb r that h d s1gne.to ere • 
rep nsibl torte col ct1on of volunt ry due • 

Be leo cal.l e t1ng nen they ere dee ed necessary 

or roque t d . The job of th vioe~ch 1r n is 

imply to cerry on t e duti a of the c 1 

b 1 one . 15 

n rllen 

e er tary 1 r ponc1b1 for pins the 

mecber nforrnad on gro p ct1v1t1es nd toke p 

tbe r cor • In the ab nc of th char n, h 

C 1 t e nee so ry c eeks . He most i port nt 

r pons1b l1ty i th efficient o er t10n of the 

1 sy t • In order to do th1 , there s 

d1vis1on of the u .. into thr r ional area with 

v1ce- chn1 roi from ch . 

R gion one cons1 s of the eu Engl nd St tee , 

the ddle tlantic St ts, end th South at rn 

at bord ring on th tlantio . Reg on tro 

con 1 t of al oth r st~t s t of th is is 1pp1, 

sac , nd Lou1 1 na . 
1nn sot , Io m, ~e ouri , r 

Region thre cont ins 11 oth r t e t of the 

1 i s1 1 River, allot te 

P c1fic . Thi includ s Ha 11 

bor ring on the 

1 ska. 
16 

15 Re elution tabli bing Or aniz t1on 
Structur of the D mocr ic Study Group" , 2.P.• U • 
PP• I •2 • 

16
Jb1d . 
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The firot officers ot the DSG 1 r elected in 1059. 

Oonere I:l""'n ~ tc lf elected ch 1rm , and nk 

Thompson ·uas lected seer tery 1p. The six 

reg1ona1 vie -chn1rm n were Green (D . -Pa. ) , ulter 

(D.-N. Y. ) 1 Y tes (D.-Ill. ) , Blatnik (D.•Minn. ) , 

Roo v lt (D. •Onl1f. ), and Coffin (D. - ine) .
17 

Although the officer m nt on d abo~ ·ent bout 

tho r dut1 pr toly, they 1 o • togeth r s th 

~ocut1v Co 1ttee to d1 cu s po~icy. Ae the x cutive 

Co tt , thy ·er r on 1ble for 1 ~1 ent1ng policy 

d c islons and c rying out any oh xecut1ve £unct1one 

n c cary ~or th effect1v o r t 1on of th DSG. the 

nutt r of r.ibcra of tbo Executi Oo tte 

from th th1rty-tbr e ougsectod by the Sis 

s cut down 

lanning comcltt 

It felt t hat a t hirty-thr e c b r olicy co ~1ttee 

ould be too l ar g e nd c mb rso e to do much gooa . 18 

lthough ther era not t oo rniny shining euccease 

for the newly £0IT1sd group , th ro, r so~e r ther s1g­

n1tlc t OD • In 1959 th DSG h lpod in t he !ormat1on 

of the Steering Co ttee in the Hou e . 19 ny feel 

17 "Staff ~e~or ndw:)" • moograpbod b7 t be De ocr t1o 
Study Gro p , ( ahingtons ugust , 1963) . 

18 Reoolut1on st bli h1ng ..• DSG", o . c1t ., P• 2 . 

19 h Steering Co i tt e t firet up orted 
by Speak r tcOorrnack, but t t e last inute the DSG 
le rn d thnt be tryiDG to s cuttle" th petition. 
Th DSG ten l ot it b o m thn f 1lur of th1 
pt tin 10 ld be re ntod to •he rco E f ilur 
on th ~rt of the sp r . It p ae s 124-66. 



the.t tbis 1a not re lly victory. In 1960 they 

defeated the coalition on twelve of nineteen key 

role c 11 votee . A OJl8 these were oivi1 rights , 

rear develo ment, f dor 1 aid to oduc tion, nd 

opposition to a b111 r teing long term interest . 

heir op osit1on to the ln t b1ll, d leyed and f1nall.J 

killed 1t. 20 fheir gre test victory " the p ssage 

of the c1v1l rights bill o! 1960.
21 

In 1960 1111. G. Ph1111ps s p o1nted e 

St ff Director to ropl ce :;r . Fr in. w o w s the 

Stai'! Dir otor of th n Group •22 ·r. Phillips w a 

tbe Ad 1nistr ti ve ss1etent to Geor e l.J. Rhod a (D. -Pa.) 

b £ore com_ng to the De ocr tic Study Group . The 

p rDBnent st ff loo consist of J n , ho is 

in charg of rese rob and Patric a Kitch n , Tho dos 

the cocrete.r1al ,ork and orke on the r pr t1on 

of public ppc~ ncos . 

The staff salaries are p id out of the salaries 

ot the mombors of the DSG. There 10 e voluntary 

collection of dues, and part of thi ls used for 

the sal r1 s, but this is not enough to ~ y the eta!t 

20"stnft Me orandu " • o • ill•• ;, . 2 . 
21 • 

D ti l •. ll , _ Bill B c O _ ~ . !h!, 
Civil Rights ~ .21 1960. (N~n Yorks cMi l n 

o . , 19►2, . 

22 '?be M G.ronp w s ti1e redecesaor to the Dettocrat1~ 
Study Group . It -w Gan 1nfor a.l org :dz tin of th.a 
Da ouro.tic ).iber ls in the Hou e, ·h1ch met .1. th 
Mee rthJ (D.-1inn. ) . 
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s~le.r1es . Usually moot ot the load ~or the s ler1 s ls 

p1ck d up by the officorc , the chair n epeo1 117 and 

sometimes otherc . ·1111am Ph1111po 1s on the rogular 

p yroll of sev r 1 of the memborc . In the 1 ot tour 

y are , tuenty d1ff r nt m mbore hf;v contributed to 

the lery of the staff. This 1o tho s e syctem s 11 

u s d by the Republic n ol1cy Oo ~1ttee , ~hich la 

o£fic1 lly tt ch d to th 1nority le dereh1p. 

fhor ere lso t different times throughout the 

y ar , volunteer staff m b rs . fhe e are uou lly 

people f'rom schools in the D.o. re or from the 

Nation 1 Committee . !here tr several good people 

uorking in the office during the 1st c p ign. 

Four or f1v atudente re expected to b wor lng 

for the DSG dur11lg the co 1ng 1964 c mp ign depend­

ing upon the p ce v 11 ble . 23 

23 
Interv1 1 m th ~1111a G. Phillip , ov b r 

5, 1963. 
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~ ----ll Syetem 

One of th oat import nt f nct1ons of tbe DSG 

1s tbe effective use of their wbip system. This o.nd 

th r cb w 1ch tb y do e of ore 1,:port ce to 

th m b re thBn 8.JlY f the otb r r gul r du 1ec of tbe 

DSG 8t ff . Th SG hip c n be used on jut bout any 

m 3or ls ue that it c1gbt b n ed d for . fho Chnirco.n 

ot tho co 1tt e hnndl1?18 the bill o y even ask the DSG 

toe nd out it wb1p ey tem. fhe hip syst m will go 

into full ff ct for the mondments cocine; up on c.-"'"I!le 

control . h re ar oft n tlm e n tb r ia no need 

for the DSG w 1p to op rt . Buch t1m a this a 

th Peac Corpo bill . fhere ff e om little concern 

t tb ocent for far th t enough people Clight not be 

tbcro . M ny of them h d 1 ft for the e kend . In this 

o oe , the DSG did run a t peat hip call . They cElll d 

the office ot the Repreoent t1v s eking them if 

pos 1ble to be on tbe !l or for the co 1ng vote on t he 

Peace Corps . It e p s d 11 thout too much trouble . 

lthough the DSG hip system c n bo used t ~uot 

bout any ti~e for just bout any issue, th soc be 

n ro ed dotm into tuo general reno . It is erbap 

tirst of all , a y of g t t 1ng tbe liber 1 omb rs of 

the D ocrotic P rty to th floor for c c1 1 vot • 
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The roble in t he Co !ittee o! tho ihole 1e not cnl:, 

to - ep e. quor rcoent, but to also • ep ough libor 1 

De ocr to th re to b VO tho vote no tter 1h n 1t 1 

to en, go th 1r t y . An 1 of thi ·o ld be oreign 

Ai end. nt . I f 1t led f ted 1n t Oo 1tt 0 of 

t ole 1 then th r 1 no ch ce !or lt to be brought 

b for t Hou e . 
1 

ny pol r _er to d f t issue 

1n th OoIII:'litte o t.h 

to ot for it if 1t co 

th y nll be forced 

to rol o 11 vote b fore the 

o • It is bett r to ef t b1ll in th Oonmittoe of 

o , b CU 8 if it a 

p eo on rol call vot . 

et ra, t n 1t usu 11.y 

h pol up ort1ng 

t o ll r l v1 • o1 nt u t b pt on th floor of the 

Co-1tt • b o use it is 11 rally 

to ~o t 11 r vot no m tt r ho 

hie; o!f'ic • t ll r vot ro 

t .. n 1n th Houc in that it only t 

1nu s to finleh count11lg be vo • 

o 1bl for memb r 

th uns f rom 

th ohorte t vote 

e.bout ten 

h emb r :cmst 

be in tho oor b for the l t vot le count d 1n ord r 

to ot h1o 1f. In ord r to vote • ho t!!ll t p a through 

tb line ft r everyone el s b o a1r dy voted and Ga:J' 

that be 

11s 1e stric tly tho Oongr s an' e ord 

1n 1 th oor b fore th lat person paosed 

u G o1ns the 88th Co 
Vo . XXI o. 11 e 

1 
10. 
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through the 11n . B is then llou d to 6t t h1 

poc1t1on o.nd 1t is r corded nth the Yeas or oys 
2 s th c ee ay b . fhe other uoe of the DSG hip 

sy tom at t of e co nic t1onc n twor . There ·as 

a eting cone ming th coming c v11 rights b1ll, and 

the \•hip yst f lt th t it ould b good iden to 

er ind r c lls tot v r1ou off1c • It is the 

n1ort1on for e tins, pr ding of 1nformnt1on, 
3 

C 

!he y in 

out itD duty 

ch the De ocr 1c Study Group orris 

m1p cy tcm ts r 117 quit 1 ple . It 

d 1n o d1ff rent 11 t, hich re d1v1d 1nto 

sro ps 

f1r t C 

DSG by-

ccord1DS to the thr 

pt r . • 
a cdopted b C ~1 

r g1ono cent1oned 1n the 

r t b11ehod in the 

l tm. in 1961 . 5 'thy 

re r due d fro t1x to the r ent t hr • 'l'h 1>eople 

l ct to f 11 t o 1t1on of r gio l vice- ch 1rmen 

r lfr d S t ng lo (D . - .Y. ) froD on I . BenrJ s . 

u a ( •• • .) fro Region II , J lia Bu ler Han en 

(D. - h . ) fro R g1on II . t th- re nt time there 

ic no Re ion 1 vie -c 1 fro~ g1on I . oonsr a -

n n n ! l thrlt th hip th DSG 1s 

21ntervi 1 w1 ·h 1111 G. Ph1111p • tnff director 
of tb De"'ocr +1c tudy Gro p, ov bar 18, 1963. 

3 DeMocr tio Study Gro .• ~~2=-::~;.:.;:~~ t'l'rtP-rlY, 
ol . XX, o. 35, k nding ~"""'yu 

4P 
5:ne ocr tic Study Group, St ff .eoore.ndu , (m1meosr phed), 

~a h1ngton: ~st 1963. 
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extremely ct1ve in gattlng 1ta members to the floor . 

llitbout it she seems to think that tha liberal De ocrats 

1n the Hous e would not be organized enough to get all 
6 

t heir votes together. The •:fuip system 1s organized 

under t he guiding hand of the secretary of the DSG• Frank 

Thompson Jr . Under him ar tour deputy ·:hips. These era 

divided oooord1ng to geography. Each oft e e four has 

about five to seven sub- hips 1r1 thin their o,;n r egion whom 

they contact . These sub-,h1ps in turn b~ve people that 

they in turn contact . fhia goas on doft"ll tha line 1n 
7 

the o Ille pyramid fashion. The DSG et r ely a groat deal 

on the staff of t he member s , bee uoe they are t he ones who 

ere r sponn1ble for makjns the c lls to the other people 

on t he Corun-essman ' s 11st . Por this reason the DSG 

invites t he st ff or the members to its eetings in 

order o l et t hem kno·r juet e -ctly i~hat 1c going on. 

Ir av rything works es it is eup»osed to , nll 125 DSG 

members c n cct 3 meesaee \• l thin thirteen minutes after 
8 

it l e ves the floor . Mr . Thompson, or so eone designated 

by him makea a call to the DSG offica exp1e1n1ng why & wh1p 

c 11 1s needed . The DSG etnft then contaoto the regional 

u i ps and t he c 11 ie begun. 

6
Intervie •ri ~;h Oongi~esBl-roman J uli a Butler Hansen 

(D. - ifash. ) , October 21 • 1963 . 

7 intervi c • m. th Solly Xancbus r, Log1 rd.a t1 vo 
Ju:;t1 t t to Congre sw ~ an n , Octab r 21, 1963. 

81nte..,.view 11th W1ll1am Phillips , .Qlh ill• 



On eev r 1 of th 

found it helpful tot e 

hip c lls, the DSG bas 

spot c eek to ee just 

ex ctly how w 11 it 1 uor.1ng . They o 11 o.n office 

do,m the line to ce 1f 1th a be n cont oted . If 

1th snot, they t rt cb eking b ck up the line 

nd eventu lly find where th colling stop d . 

!hey then cont ct th Congre n:an 1n ,hos office 

the c ll1ng toped and e 1 in to h1 hat hap ened. 

From then on tbe ttcr i 1n 1s h de . In one 

C , the per on ho d th 1 t e ~s fired , 

b o u e he had t nit upon hims lf to decid e th t 

th e o 11 were r nlly not v ry 1 ort nt . In 

another office. new rl h d coI!le to ,1ork nd the 

person tho e place Ghe ~st ·ing had forsott n 

too l in tbe rocedure to er. This 

t kn c r ot . 9 

s 1 edi tely 

The DSG tr s to aka its ~n1~ o llG brief' 

nd es epec1f1o es poosibl . An xe le or this 

would bes At thI' e the Ho uill vote on the 

amend ent to cut five million ollArs from 111te.ry 

acs1atance . "9 Thie doe not interfe '11th the 

rogul r whip y t m. In fact, 1t seeos tor a1ly 

sup le ent 1t. en the r gul r hip Eyo of the 

9Ibid. -
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De ocr tic party ends out a whip call, it 1s merel7 

sent to the various otfic st rough the sm.tch 

bo rd op rator . It ya something to the effect 

that Congressman Boggs de 1r e t he presence of the 

Concressman on the floor . No mention is made as to 

the renson for the Congrecsm n to r ent h ms lf 

on t e floor . So e·timee the regular uhip system 

will not v n work if it no-we that the DSG wh1p 

is . Tbs are r re cases 1n uhich the D mocr tic 

leadersh p fe ls that if r gul r wh1p call 1e 

giv n , tbe Southerners ,,111 vote against the stand 

taken by the otbor De ocr ts . There can be no 

elect1vity int e rosular hp s there c n be 

in uh t u ed by the DSG. There ar times ·when the 

DSG can get the job done, so why should the reguler 

party w 1p rork to call _n eighty vo ee g 1n t 

their osition. 10 

Th re h ve b~en t~o major refine ents in t he 

DSG w 1p syotem made in 1963 . fhe DSG 11m·te 

it~ lf to no or than five oalls a day, co 1f 

there 1s go1ng ta be a ong drawn out d bnte nd a 

lot of voting, there ust ba just a little change . 

Thia is done on such issu s ae o1v11 rights and 

foreign a1d . The 1de 1s to get the emb rs there , and 

tog t them to stey once they are there . Unfortun tely, 

10ib1d . 
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a comb1n tion of a11 the vi in th rty . 'l 

p rty nh1p ,rou d h ve to poll ev ryon • but he DSG 

can bes 1 ct1v . Sona f the mber r lt th t 

uch oll sho ld not b bent en y the 

Demoor tic Study Group, but ost of th flt that 

1t w C, a u oful ,r y of g h ring 1nfo t1 n 11' 

1t r c not used too of en. Mru:ly flt th~ such 

oll nee u t:.t ~te had 

.... 0 do th trO?lG ort -Sout .. t n 

t e ty . he iVil r • t . . 1 l g1 tion 

C ta .... 
" • 

1' is ol 1c' E1 on i ... ncour Becent 0 

of th 1 d r i ft ... i t· in the 

Hou o, the 1 t nfor t1on. 

but 1· n t EU j c"" the •o the er t ci and hard 

f olinn TI' 1cll w u • h ve V lop d if they h d 

oll d t · e e~tlre b :rs i of ... D ccr tic 

p ty 1.n t 0 • 

n rh , thro Gh ore c .... on cll r to that 

t on on t'e civil l~ bts 1 u SG 'Hil l 

1n 1n ro ~h nt • e 

gen l co nu ,.. 
" both t 8 .,.. the DSG 

ll t oc- 0 • ot th"'t tho DSG s cor:.1.ng 

tro or t old B 1t oun .. ... t 1s 

f ly n t 1 Sine ground . It C!m nly be op d. 

th t if t ey are cr01dng str onger, they re e.leo 



gro,nng u1ser and perhaps a 11 ttle less i mpetuous . 

Running a government as b1g as that of the United 

Statee can not be done 1n a quick haphazard canner 

no matter on strong the feelingo may run on an 

1ssue . 



m __________ _ __ DISTRICT OP ___ _ 

D T C NTACTED -------
1. ff111 you vote !Q!:. a Civil Rights bill 1! it 

comes to the House floor? 

~. Would you vote 12!: floor aoendments designed 
to uater-do m stropg commi tteeiii>Qpproved 
_ -ovlelons onl 

s . Attorney General ' s power re voting rights cases? 

b. rublic Accomod t1ons? 

c . Additional school desegregation authority 
to Co esioner of Eduoat1on? 

d. Est blishment o! Oo unity Rela ~ons Service? 

e . liithholdi.ng of Feder l f unds in progr ams 
'\There disori in tion erlsts? 

f . Est abl shment of permanent Oomm1ss1on on 
Equal Employment Opportunity? 

3 . If an F.E.P .O . provision 1s BOT cont~ined in 
the C vil Rights bill r eported by the co M1ttee, 
, old you eup art a l ed rsb1p- backed floor 
arr:?endment 1D have 1t inserted? 

4. Would you sign a discharge petition to bring the 
01v11 Rights bill to the floor 1f the Ru.lea 
Collllllittee refuses to ct? 

00~ Sr 

-------------' M. C. ( OONTACT ) 



CHAPTER VI 

Oonol oion 

Although the De ocr t ic Study Group still 

continues to pl ay rt under the present 

De oor tic 

ctiv s 1t 

d 1n1str tion. it ie not nearly s 

s und r tho r, c ding Republican 

«w1n1 tration. Under the Republican, the DSG 

liked to t hink of it elf s an 1n1t1at1ng force 

hi.ch orked vigorou l to et its 1 g1ol t1on 

cc pt d . Today. it mer ly worko for and perh ps 

changes little t he 1 isl tive progr resented 

by the Ad 1n1str tion. The DSG seome to be going 

arrily on 1 ts 11: y bothering ~J on and doin nothing . 

Perhaps this do-nothingness" of the DSG is 

sicply a r thor s 11 r fleotion of the ntt1tud 

nd ctions or th Congr so as ubo1e . or. perhapo, 

if the DSG had t en some t e or ct1on 1ther 

positive or n g t1ve, 1nste d of 3u t t ting its 

poo1t1on 1n f vor of or inst this or that 1s ue . 

OongreEs vould b doing ore. fhere ems to b 

defini to l c ~ in both Congress nd th DSG of ne 1 

1 viGor ting ' des nd pl e.ne . 

An exa ple ot t h1 tao-not 1ngneca rou1d be the 

l c· of cti on on the p t of the DSG concern ng 

c1v11 right 1 g1 l tion. fhere v be n no such 

tions taken on this bill ·er :t en on the one 



1n 1960. 

On tho other hand , ny ction takon on the 

bill befor the 88th Congress ~111 be cora orBan1z d 

that that tn en to ard the d1 chc.rse of the bill 1n 

1960. So far, the DSG oircul ted questio ire 

nd he1d infor tive otrategy me t1ng Th1.o may be 

the b111 on ·h1ch the D G can co e to .full force 

under the resent dninistr t1on. through the poll , 

the DSG 1G chock1 

11ber l De ocr te 

to so ·ho of the 156 r ther 

11 or 11 not voe for the 

bill and y . They ere 1 o anx1ou to knot the 

chanc c of di ch r o etition if on prov o nee ss ry. 

In October of 1963 ther s cont1nu ion 

of the DSG policy to incre e the c mber hip of 

the Ruloo Co itt e in the Hou e . They h d gotten 

it nlnrg d te porar1ly Ull4er Spe er S 11 yburn . 

the Coim:1ttae a incre ed fro t lv to fifteen . 

'lh1 g ve the De ocr t ten b r t ey d arli r 

had 1ght . The Re ubllc ns w re 1ncre ced fro 

tour to !iv . The DSG s 1natru~ent lin g tting 

the Rules Oo itt e enl rg d pennru1ently by a vote 

ot f:55- 196. 
Even though the De ocr t ic Study Group ·rorked 

v ry h ,.rd to obt 1n the re.ice ofjtha Rules Committee 
. 

from t lve to f1ft en, it does not can tbst they 

necessarily sup ort all t ypeo of Oongrea 1onal reform. 
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Congreos1on l reforn 1 wanted onl y to th e ent 

that it chnng a tho po er in Oongr en from the h ds 

of the Coneerv tive to tho e of the 11ber 1~ . 

Theres ema to be nothing erribly urong ~1th 

t1e preoent system except th t the Deffiocratic P ty 

cannot seem to h ndlc 1ts member and old its lt 

together . The DSG did not p rticulerly nant to 

lessen t e o·or of the Rules Co ~1tt e . They only 

anted to re ove the nouer of the Rules Committee 

from the h de of the conserv ti co 11t1on to 

those of peo le ore inclined to sh re the DSG 

point of vie • It seems tha the ain pl c e for 

reform, and the only log cal one, rould be 1n the 

p rty itself, and not in Oongrese. If this is done, 

there mey be no reason to ch nge the Oongres~iona1 

rules, because the 1n co plaint is that as 11 

number of self-liilled oonaerv t1ve~ are defying 

the De ocr tic majority by holding up the pas age 

of leg1slrt1on. The House today is divided along 

these l nasr 

256 Do ocrA.te 

100 Sou{~h~er=n~\~r=s~---""'==::...._ _ __, ____ 156 

4o-so/ so-60 1~5 
(Ad 1n1 tration) (Dixiecrats) (DSG} 

1 

150 h rd core 

ublic;:!nS 

epublic::---------27 lib ral 



Party r Ugnment might straighten out Congress 

s 1ell es the rty 1t lf. 

Before party re 11snmcnt c n take pl~c , there 

u t be so e ty e of d finite coo usions dralfll 

cone rn1ng c1v11 r1gh • o one .~an o o 1tival.y 

on i 1,ob ide t South mer st nd 

is the c1v1.l right probl • 

lthougll this 0 y not be for y e.r , 

there 

the dis1nt gr t1on or the DSG s ms 11 ely to follow 

positive c1v1l right ction. Te enacting of 

strong civil right ct y et off act ly t which 

iill dr ,, the D ocr ts closer to ther on other 

1 sues or pr ta the into t10 co pl t ly 

different c pa . 

:i.:his in turn will tl ke the DSG nro 1c . here 

ii.11 no lo er be any need for org zation 

of De ocr tic 1 be ale rt thin th D ocr tic Party , 

bee use almo t 11 the oopl running on the 

Democr 1c ticket rill alre dy b 11b ral s . 

~ . Phillips, s aff d 1n1otr tor ot the 

De ocr tic Study Gro p , do s not a ee rl. th this 

s u tin. H £el th t th DSG 1 not de endent 

upon tbG civil r1ghts 1 u e toke pit 1n exi tence . 

He think th re 111 con 1nue to b DSG ~or long 

t1 e , or t 1ea ta long as then d for it 1 t . 

He fe let at t 18 n ed will be uot incd o ost 
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1ndef1nitaly. It is needed to counter balance the 

concerv t1ve coalition in Congress. Perhaps 

hie r t1·onal v1eu of t is is a 11 t t l e d.immed 

by the fact that if the DSG goe s , so does he . 

At tbo present t1me, Mr. Philll s seems to 

be right in that the Demoorat1c Study Group does 

seem to be gradually gaining in strength. Thl.n 

may 1n part be due to the f act that the DSG makes 

no demands u pon its members nd makes no policy 

statements to the pres . This IIB.kee 1t a loosely 

knit organization in which the members can do as 

they ple se and vote exactly as they uant . They 

can a t tend the meetings and a bs orb the DSG noint 

of vie,, but there is no ·w y that t his view can 

b~ £oroed upon them as their o,u. If the policy of 

the DSG uere binding , there would be very few 

people who could belong for one reason or 

another . The DSG allows the members to avail 

themselves of the f c ts surrounding i mportant 

issues 1n Oon rese from a r ather unbiased ~o1nt 

of vieu. It also keeps its members up to date on 

tha votlng which is going on on t he floor of the 

House, through 1 t l-7h1p ;stem . The DSG ho.a l asted 

through t,o adm1n1str t1one, and it may rather 

e slly be as um~d that i t will 1st through a 

£.ew ore . 
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1. Are you a member of the DSG? YES NO Why or why not? 

2. Does the DSG have(a. a great deal; b. some; c. not very 
much) influence on your vote? 

3. How do you rate the policy of the DSG? Why? 
too 11 beral not 11 beral enough jus.t right 

4. Does the DSG follow the policy of the Adillinistration 
too closely not closely enough not at all 
Give your reson for your answer 

5. How do you rate the effectiveness of the DSG? Why? 
Efcellent fair poor 

6. Why does the DSG feel that it represents the "true" 
Democratic Party? Does it? 

7. What do you feel are or should be the limitations on the 
work done by the DSG? 

8. Why did the DSG and not the regular whip system take the 
poll on the Civil Rights Bill? 

9. Do you feel that th.is should have been done by the DSG? Is 
something such as this poll really their job? 

10. Did this poll alienate many Democrats from the DSG? 
YES NO Several a few none 

llrs the DSG getting stronger, or is it becoming extinct? 


