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THE LINDENWOOD DANCE PROGRAM PRESENTS

Wednesday, Apri l  22 & Friday, Apri l  24 @ 7:30pm
The Lindenwood Theater
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The Lindenwood University Dance Program Presents

SPRING DANCE CONCERT — Stories We Tell

April 22 & 24, 7:30PM

The Lindenwood Theater

J. Scheidegger Center at Lindenwood University

Preparing for every future.
Make your own way. Tell your own story.

Our mission is humanity!

The Mission of the Lindenwood University Dance Program

The Lindenwood University Dance Program cultivates student success by pairing professional 
preparatory experiences with a diverse curriculum in dance. Our dedicated faculty guides 
students through opportunities to educate, entertain, and enlighten, leading to 21st century 
dance professionals with tools to enrich community.
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A NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
As we close another academic year, I’m honored to share with you a remarkable group of 
15 dance majors who now step forward into the next chapter of their lives. Their impact 
will extend far beyond the stage: into studios, classrooms, companies, and communities, 
shaping not only the dance field, but humanity at large. Dancers carry with them a powerful 
and transferable skill set: discipline, resilience, collaboration, adaptability, creative 
problem-solving, and a deep capacity for empathy and communication. These are not just 
artistic tools. They are life tools, and they matter. To this graduating cohort: take up space, 
stay curious, trust your voice, and continue to move with purpose. The world needs your 
perspective, your artistry, and your humanity. To our student performers and crew: enjoy this 
time and solidify meaningful memories together, both onstage and off.

I am deeply proud of everyone and grateful to share their work with you, our supportive 
audience.

Tricia Zweier
Professor of Dance
Dance Program Coordinator
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Here We Go!
Choreographer: Natalie Olmstead
Music: “Intro,” “Title Theme,” “File Select,” "World 1 - The Grasslands,” “Overworld,” 
	 “World 2 – The Desert,” “Desert,” “World 3 – The Icefields,”
	 “World 4 – The Beach,” “Beach,” “World 7 – The Sky,” “Underwater,”
	 “World 5 – The Jungle,” “Jungle,” “Underground,” "Fiery Overworld,”
	 “Airship (Ground),” “Bowser Jr” by Shiho Fujii and Ryo Nagamatsu
	 Edited by Natalie Olmstead
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Lauren Combs, Sophia Cozzi, Alyssa Hakan, Aubrey Lacavich, Katie 
Major, Stephanie Mantooth, Alayna Quick, Emma Savage, Yzabella Schultze, Sophie Vogt, 
Terrance Woods
Understudies: Chariel Melendez, Maddy Morrow

Rhythm Revels
Choreographer: Erin Morris
Music: Jump Through The Window" by Roy Eldridge & His Orchestra
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Brooklyn Engman, Zoe Ervin, Amber Fialka, Alyssa Hakan, Ava Hovis, 
Yurina Kudo, Sara Minnella, Lily Prescott, Yzabella Schultze, Haylei Sharp, Joshua Tricroce, 
Sophie Vogt, Kaden Wareham, Terrance Woods
Note: This piece was created in DAN 39125, “Special Topics: Introduction to Lindy Hop,” a 
3-credit course.

Defect Detected : Oil & Blood
Choreographer: Chariel Melendez
Music: "Deep Space X" by Carl Cox
	 "Genesis" by Justice
	 "Plasma" by DR.GABBA
	 "jazz is for ordinary people" by berlioz
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Sophia Cozzi, Lauren King, Aubrey Lacavich, Katie Major, 
Natalie Olmstead, Julia Van Kalker, Kaden Wareham, Chloe Willis, Elena Young
Understudies: Yurina Kudo, Sara Minnella, Alexis Monsey

Time is Fleeting
Choreographer: Hannah Shafer
Music: "Vivaldi Winter No1" by EduTry
	 "Vivaldi Springs Forth" by Ezinma
	 "Vivaldi Storm" by Edvin Marton
	 "The Four Seasons: Autumn - Epic Trailer Version" by L'Orchestra Cinematique.
	 Edited by Adam Donohue 



SP
R

IN
G

 D
AN

CE
 C

O
N

CE
R

T 
—

 2
02

6 
—

 S
TO

RI
ES

 W
E 

TE
LL

� 4 | 5

Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Shayn Barry, Naomi Bier, Jaelie Bott, Emma Bundy, Zoë Ervin, Grace Ferrell, 
Alette Joubert, Lauren King, Chariel Melendez, Natalie Olmstead, Ava Peltier, Allena Wheeler 
Understudies: Yurina Kudo, Maddy Morrow

Neighborhood Noise
Choreographer: Alyssa Hakan
Music: "Summer Madness" by Kool & The Gang”
	 “(Not Just) Knee Deep” by The Clinton Administration
	 Edited by Alyssa Hakan
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Sophia Cozzi, Emily Eveland, Amber Fialka, Aubrey Lacavich, 
Kaitlyn Mack, Katie Major, Natalie Olmstead, Lily Prescott, Joshua Tricroce, Kaden Wareham, 
Terrance Woods
Understudy: Emma Savage

INTERMISSION

a proper way to fracture
Choreographer: Tricia Zweier
Music: “Heliotrope Bouquet”
	 “Bethena a Concert Waltz” by Del Robles
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Grace Burrell, Melyssa Hollon, Bailey Lamb, Lauren King, Kaitlyn Mack, 
Emma Savage, Alyssa Sims, Sophie Vogt, Chloe Willis
Understudy: Haylei Sharp

Neptune
Choreographer: Allena Wheeler
Music: "The Planets. Mercury. The Winged Messenger”
	 “The Planets. Neptune. The Mystic.” by Gustav Holst
	 Edited by Allena Wheeler
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Shayn Barry, Naomi Bier, Emma Bundy, Melyssa Hollon, Alette Joubert, 
Lauren King, Chariel Melendez, Maddy Morrow, Ava Peltier, Alayna Quick, Hannah Shafer 
Understudies: Emma Savage, Natalie Olmstead
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when the curtain falls
Choreographer: Lauren Combs
Music: "Express (Instrumental) from Burlesque" by Christina Aguilera
	 "La Femme D'argent" by Sensualite
	 Edited by Lauren Combs
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Kayona Brown, Cambry Erdman, Lauren King, Katie Major, Maeli McMahen, 
Natalie Olmstead, Ava Peltier, Stasa Rackov, Emma Savage, Sophie Vogt, Elena Young, 
Lexi Young
Understudies: Zoe Ervin, Mackenzie Ireland, Maddy Morrow

three kisses
Choreographer: Lexi Young
Music: "Molly's Dance"
	 "Blurry Man”
	 "Popping Pills" by Ariel Marx
	 "Aguas da Amazonia: No. 4, Amazon River" by Philip Glass - Third Coast Percussion
	 "On The Nature Of Daylight (Orchestral Version)" by Max Ritcher - Max Ritchera
	 Orchestra & Lorenz Dangel
	 Edited by Lexi Young and Maggie Moore
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Taylor Conard, Grace Ferrell, Sophie Gresham, Melyssa Hollon, Carly Hughes, 
Mackenzie Ireland, Bailey Lamb, Maeli McMahen, Alyssa Sims, Taylor Tricroce, Liliella Vail 
Understudies: Grace Burrell, Lauren Combs, Elena Young
Note: This work is dedicated to the life and memory of Shawna Wisser and to the many 
individuals who have faced the journey of Breast Cancer. It honors not only their strength 
and resilience, but also the quiet courage of those who stood beside them 'offering love, 
presence, and touch in their final moments. May this piece serve as a reflection of the deep 
bonds that hold us together through life, loss, and remembrance.

CURTAIN CALL
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CHOREOGRAPHERS

NATALIE OLMSTEAD is finishing her Bachelor of Arts in Dance and is 
planning on pursuing commercial dancing and/or tap dancing after 
college. She grew up under different studio names: Victory Academy, 
The Next Step Dance Studio, Studio 4, and The Studio Project, 
studying a variety of styles under these studios. She attended many 
different dance competitions and conventions in her youth, includ-
ing Jump, The Dance Awards, Radix, Slide, and many more. When 
she got to college, she performed in many dance concerts with 
the LUDP and attended The American College Dance Association 
(ACDA) and the Dorrance Dance Nutcracker Winter Intensive. 

CHARIEL MELENDEZ is a BFA Jazz Major with a minor in Musical Theatre. 
Chariel has performed, both as an actress and as a dancer, in con-
certs, student films, and informal showcases. She is a proud member 
of the Chicago National Association of Dance Masters (CNADM) 
and has taken classes with and performed choreography by many 
renowned dancers in the Chicago area and around the world. In 
2025 she was awarded a dance college scholarship by CNADM for 
her hard work and dedication to the art of dance. Chariel has also 
been the treasurer for the Hispanic Student Union since 2024.

ERIN MORRIS has been teaching, performing, and competing in jazz 
and swing dancing for over 20 years. She has enjoyed interna-
tional artist residencies in Vienna, Berlin, and Krakow but above 
all loves contributing regularly to her local communities and stu-
dents. Erin paused her professional lindy hop career in 2020 in 
order to explore modern dance and broader dance academia, and 
received her MFA in Dance in 2023 from Washington University 
in St Louis. Her art-making focus has been on blending her back-
ground in Black social jazz dance with personal explorations in 
postmodernism, and she finds that all paths return her to the impor-
tance of improvisation and collaboration with musicians. Her thesis, 
"Bodies in Jazz" (premiere 2023) is about the performative spec-
trum of socially-formed dance, from the intimate to the virtuosic. 
Whether in the studio, the classroom, the forest, or the jazz club, 
Erin is committed to laying bare cultural roots and discovering a 
present that is individual, informed, aesthetic, and connective.
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HANNAH SHAFER is pursuing a BFA in Dance with a specialization 
in Ballet with minors in Dance Studio Management, Business 
Administration, and Marketing. While at Lindenwood, she has per-
formed and choreographed for multiple dance concerts. Hannah 
completed her pre-professional dance training at Cornerstone 
Academy for Performing Arts where she performed in numerous 
full-length ballets both academy and professional productions. 
Hannah has been involved in the St. Louis dance community through 
running social media for Vitality In Motion, teaching at dance 
studios, performing as a community cast member of Ballet 314’s 
Nutcracker, and being an artist with Grace Meraki Dance Company.

ALYSSA HAKAN will graduate in May with a double BFA in Dance 
and Cinema Arts and a minor in Musical Theatre. She recently 
appeared as Judy Haynes in the university's production of 
White Christmas and has performed in and choreographed for 
many dance concerts. Prior to Lindenwood, she trained under 
Lorianne Dunn at Springfield Little Theatre. Additional perfor-
mance credits include Surflight Theatre, TEXAS Outdoor Musical, 
Six Flags St. Louis, and STL Rhythm Collaborative. Alyssa is 
grateful for the opportunities to perform during her time here 
at Lindenwood and would like to thank her family and friends.

ALLENA WHEELER is pursuing a BFA in dance specializing in Ballet 
with minors in Dance Studio Management and Psychology. She 
has trained in ballet, tap, jazz, and contemporary at Indiana Ballet 
Theater, before moving to Ballet 5:8 to dance in their pre-profes-
sional ballet program. She competed for many years at Midwest 
Elite Dance. She attended the Chicago National Association of 
Dance Masters (CNADM) convention and earned certifications in 
tap, ballet, and jazz. Allena performed with Indiana Youth Ballet 
and Indiana Ballet Theater and danced in original works through 
Ballet 5:8: including Beyond the Nutcracker and The Dreamer.

LAUREN COMBS is pursuing a BA degree in Dance with a minor in 
Sociology. She was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, where 
she attended Laverne Meier School of Dance. Recently, she has had 
the privilege to return to the studio as a faculty member. Lauren 
has had the opportunity to take classes at Webster University's 
summer intensives. In her free time, she volunteers at a local nursing 
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home offering seated dance classes for all abilities. After gradua-
tion, she plans to continue teaching and obtain her Social Service 
Designee certification before obtaining a position in a nursing home. 

LEXI YOUNG began her dance training in Missouri and Ohio, focusing 
on ballet and modern techniques. She is a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
candidate in Dance with a specialization in Contemporary and a 
minor in Adapted Sports and Recreation. Last summer, she was 
selected as a Rising Choreographer for Sarasota Contemporary 
Dance Company. Lexi has also attended prestigious intensives 
with Regional Dance America, the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, and Saint Louis 
Dance Theater. Her co-choreographed film, “Carousel," created 
in collaboration with a cinematography program, reflects her 
passion for interdisciplinary work. In addition to her studies, she 
teaches at Pure Barre, integrating fitness and strength training 
into her dance practice. Lexi aspires to work with youth with dis-
abilities, using dance as a means of empowerment and inclusion.

Professor of Dance & Dance Program Coordinator, TRICIA ZWEIER, 
received her MS in Kinesiology and MFA in Dance from The 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Before relocating to 
Missouri, Zweier performed with The Atlantic City Ballet (NJ), 
Flatlands Dance Theatre (TX), as well as international tours in 
the cruise line industry as a lead dancer and dance captain with 
Carnival Cruise Lines. This fall marks the start of her 15th year at 
LU, where she teaches mostly contemporary and jazz techniques, 
dance history, dance & technology, and dance science courses. 
She is proudly involved in the St. Louis dance community as 
a performer and choreographer for Leverage Dance Theater, as 
guest choreographer and Board Secretary for Modern American 
Dance Company, as a choreographer for Six Flags St. Louis Fright 
Fest, and as a guest teacher at local dance studios. She is also 
a PBT/PCT certified teacher and a Certified Yoga Teacher (CYT-
200). She is an active member of The National Dance Education 
Organization, The International Association for Dance Medicine 
and Science, and The Dance Science and Somatics Educators 
Group. Her research focuses on integrating kinesiology with dance 
to promote healthy training practices. Her book "The Dance Anatomy 
Coloring Book" was released in June 2023. www.triciazweier.com



LI
N

D
EN

W
O

O
D

 U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

PRODUCTION

Artistic Director�����������������������������������������������������������������Tricia Zweier

Stage Managers����������������������������������������Ava Peltier and Maddie Young

Assistant Stage Managers����������������������� Greta Kehres, Natalie Olmstead

Lighting Board Op������������������������������ Manuela Bernabe, Hannah Shafer

Deck Crew���������������������������������������������������Emma Bundy, Yurina Kudo

Sara Minnella, Alexis Monsey

Audio Director���������������������������������������������������������������Adam Donohue

Lead Audio Technician/ 
Sound Board Operator��������������������������������������������������� Maggie Garland

Dancers on Poster���������������������������������������� Grace Ferrell, Amber Fialka
Lily Prescott, Natalie Olmstead

Ava Peltier, Lexi Young

Poster Photographer����������������������������������������������������Fury Photography

Poster Designer����������������������������������������������������������������� Sarah Cross

DANCE FACULTY

Adjunct Professor of Dance����������������������������Tracy Dupre, Amy Gammon 
Dawn Gilbertson, Tess Losada-Tindall 

Erin Morris, Miranda Payne, Leah Robertson

Assistant Professor of Dance�����������������������������������Mariko Kumanomido

Professor of Dance & 
Dance Program Coordinator������������������������������������������������Tricia Zweier

Department Head - Performing Arts�������������������������������Michael Harding

Interim Assistant Dean – 
College of Arts & Humanities����������������������������������Dr. Benjamin Cooper

Associate Dean –  
College of Arts & Humanities������������������������������������� Dr. Shenika Harris 

Dean – 
College of Arts & Humanities�������������������������������Dr. W. Travis McMaken

THANK YOU

Thank you for watching Lindenwood University’s Spring Dance Concert. 
This production would not have been possible without the support of 
the Deans of The College of Arts and Humanities, the Staff of The J. 

Scheidegger Center for the Arts, and Lindenwood University.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE 2026-2027 DANCE EVENTS
Fall Dance Concert − November 19-21, 2026

High School Dance Day and Audition Day − November 20, 2026
Winter Dance Concert − January 28-30, 2027

Spring Dance Concert − April 22-24, 2027
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