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The Lindenwood University Dance Program Presents

FALL DANCE CONCERT

November 20-22, 7:30PM

The Lindenwood Theater

J. Scheidegger Center at Lindenwood University

Preparing for every future.
Make your own way. Tell your own story.

Our mission is humanity!

THE MISSION OF THE LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY DANCE PROGRAM
The Lindenwood University Dance Program cultivates student success by pairing professional 
preparatory experiences with a diverse curriculum in dance. Our dedicated faculty guides 
students through opportunities to educate, entertain, and enlighten, leading to 21st century 
dance professionals with tools to enrich community.

FALL DANCE CONCERT — 2025
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NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Welcome to the Fall Dance Concert!

This evening, we celebrate not only the artistry and dedication of our talented students 
but also the diversity and breadth of the Lindenwood University Dance Program. Our stage 
comes alive with works in tap, contemporary, jazz, and hip hop, each a reflection of our 
students’ versatility and passion for movement. We’re especially thrilled to mark the return 
of Traditional Chinese Dance, first offered here at Lindenwood in 2019, further enriching our 
program’s global perspective.

Our performers represent a dynamic blend of emerging and experienced artists. A new 
generation of dancers joins our community this season, eager freshmen stepping into 
their first university performances, supported and inspired by our upperclassmen whose 
leadership and artistry set the tone for excellence.

Tonight’s concert showcases what our students do best: collaborate, explore, and express. 
Each piece embodies the vision of its choreographer and the heart of the dancers who bring 
it to life. I’m glad you’re here to celebrate the creativity, commitment, and community that 
make Lindenwood Dance truly shine.

Enjoy the show!

Tricia Zweier
Professor of Dance & Dance Program Coordinator
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GRIT
Choreographer: Olivia Emert
Music: 	 “Limbic” by Turtle
	 “Dune and Pendulum” by Chloe (Thevenin). Edited by Olivia Emert
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Grace Burrell, Taylor Conard, Alexis Evans, Emily Eveland, 
Grace Ferrell, Amber Fialka, Carly Hughes, Alette Joubert, Aubrey Lacavich, Bailey Lamb, 
Kaitlyn Mack, Stephanie Mantooth, Maeli McMahen, Alyssa Sims, Taylor Tricroce, Julia 
Van Kalker, Terrance Woods
Note: Perseverance through adversity

Five Senses To Poppies
Choreographer: Kayona Brown
Music: 	 “Hikky Burr” by Quincy Jones
	 “Soul Vibrations” by Dorothy Ashby. Edited by Kayona Brown and
	 Adam Donohue
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Taylor Conard, Lauren King, Yurina Kudo, Kaitlyn Mack, 
Lauren Osorto, Haylei Sharp

Urban Grooves
Choreographer: Tracy Dupre
Music: 	 “Flowers” by Moby. Edited by Tracy Dupre
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Sophia Cozzi, Grace Ferrell, Amber Fialka, Aubrey Lacavich, 
Bailey Lamb, Natalie Olmstead, Lily Prescott, Josh Tricroce, Taylor Tricroce, Maddie Young
Note: Thank you to Home Depot for donating all of our props. We appreciate you!

flash, fade, fragment: cassette dreams
Choreographer: Tricia Zweier
Music: 	 “Owner of a Lonely Heart” by Yes
	 “Sweet Dreams” by Eurythmics
	 “You Give Love a Bad Name” by Bon Jovi
	 “Lady (Hear me tonight)” by Modjo
	 “Jump” by Bon Jovi
	 “Cruel Summer” by Bananarama
	 “Love is a Battlefield” by Pat Benatar
	 “Livin’ on a Prayer” by Bon Jovi
	 “Let’s Groove” by Earth, Wind & Fire
	 “Need You Tonight” by INXS. Edited by Adam Donohue
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Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
The Fall 2025 Lindenwood University Dance Ensemble Performers: Grace Burrell, 
Taylor Conard, Zoe Ervin, Alexis Evans, Emily Eveland, Grace Ferrell, Amber Fialka, 
Jill George, Sophie Gresham, Alyssa Hakan, Chris Hill, Melyssa Hollon, Carly Hughes, 
Lauren King, Katie Major, Maeli McMahen, Chariel Melendez, Sara Minnella, Natalie 
Olmstead, Lauren Osorto, Lily Prescott, Stasa Rackov, Yzabella Schultze, Alyssa Sims, 
Taylor Tricroce, Liliella Vail, Terrance Woods, Lexi Young

THE LINDENWOOD UNIVERSITY DANCE ENSEMBLE is a performing opportunity for 
students selected by audition each semester. Operating much like a pre-professional 
dance company, the ensemble consists of versatile performers who are able to commit 
to the responsibilities, rehearsals, and performances on the calendar each term. The 
Dance Ensemble has performed at Dancing in the Street, DanceFest, National Dance 

Week St. Louis, and Cedarhurst Senior Living.

BRIEF  PAU S E

Chinese Opera Dance
Choreographer: Weiwei Fu
Music: 	 “Huadan” by Unknown
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Jaelie Bott, Emma Bundy, Brooklyn Engman, Alette Joubert, Yurina 
Kudo, Chariel Melendez, Whitney Newtown, Natalie Olmstead, Ava Peltier, Alayna 
Quick, Emma Savage, Hannah Shafer, Haylei Sharp, Janaye Stampley, Sophie Vogt
Note: This piece was created in DAN 39119, “Special Topics: Traditional Chinese Dance,” 
a 3-credit course. Special Topics courses in The Dance Program have included West 
African Dance, Improvisation, Partnering, and more. Next spring, we will be offering 
Pointe and Lindy Hop.

when we leave this room, it’s gone
Choreographer: Maeli McMahen
Music:	 “First Kiss” by Strawberry Girls
	 “Bay of Fires” by Strawberry Girls. Edited by Maeli McMahen
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Sophia Cozzi, Cambry Erdman, Grace Ferrell, Melyssa Hollon, Aubrey 
Lacavich, Bailey Lamb, Katie Major, Alayna Quick, Emma Savage, Josh Tricroce, Taylor 
Tricroce, Lexi Young
Understudies:  Shayn Barry, Emma Bundy, Zoe Ervin, Liliella Vail
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Beethoven Bounce
Choreographer: Mariko Kumanomido
Music:	 “Fur Elise - Batiste” by Jon Batiste
	 “Waldstein Wobble” by Jon Batiste
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Cambry Erdman, Emily Eveland, Melyssa Hollon, Alette Joubert, Lauren 
King, Maeli McMahen, Ava Peltier, Lily Prescott, Lexi Young

Mix It Up
Choreographer: Amy Gammon
Music:	 “Pop, Lock & Drop It (Main Version)” by Huey
	 “Time Wastin’ (feat. XXXSSS Tokyo)” by Masia One
	 Gnarly (Ice Spice Remix)” by KATSEYE & Ice Spice
	 “tv off (feat. Lefty Gunplay)” by Kendrick Lamar
	 “like JENNIE” by JENNIE, “Bring Em Out” by T.I. Edited by Amy Gammon
Lighting Designer: Mary Margaret Hunter
Performers: Taylor Conard, Cambry Erdman, Alexis Evans, Amber Fialka, Sophie 
Gresham, Alyssa Hakan, Melyssa Hollon, Hayley Holman, Bailey Lamb, Stephanie 
Mantooth, Maeli McMahen, Grace Quante, Stasa Rackov, Alyssa Sims, Kaden Wareham, 
Chloe Willis, Maddie Young

BO W S

CHOREOGRAPHERS

KAYONA BROWN was raised in St. Louis, Missouri, and has been studying 
dance for 16 years. She has trained in a variety of genres, including 
tap, jazz, ballet, African, contemporary, modern, and lyrical. Her 
early training began at the SIUE Performing Arts Summer Intensive, 
where she studied under Jack Williams. This past summer, she 
returned to the program as an intern, teaching dance to its stu-
dents. A graduate of Central Visual and Performing Arts High School, 
Kayona is currently pursuing a Bachelor of Arts in Dance. Following 
graduation, she hopes to dance professionally on cruise lines..
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TRACY DUPRE is a cross-disciplinary educator with a focus in dance, 
health coaching, and digital media. She is a recipient of the Adjunct 
Teaching Award at Lindenwood University, where she continues to 
contribute to the performing arts and communication fields. Tracy 
has taught at the Performing Arts Centre and served as the Tap Dance 
Coordinator at COCA (Center of Creative Arts), where she instructed 
classes in tap and jazz, choreographed for COCAdance, COCAbiz, 
and COCAcabana, and helped shape COCA‚ artistic programming. 
She holds a B.A. in Television & Video Production and an M.A. in 
Mass Communication (Digital Media) and has completed coursework 
toward an M.F.A. in Dance. Her training from Stephens College 
includes modern dance, ballet, jazz, musical theatre, West African 
dance, choreography, Pilates, and video production, all of which 
inform her integrated teaching style. A National Board-Certified 
Health & Wellness Coach (NBHWC), Tracy bridges movement, media, 
and wellness in both academic and community settings. She has 
taught master classes and intensives, choreographed for dance com-
panies and corporate events, and presented work at the American 
College Dance Festival and Missouri Dance Organization conference. 
In 2019, her tap piece The Sweetest Sound was selected for the 

“Something’s Afoot” choreographer’s showcase at Brenda Bufalino’s 
American Tap Dance Festival in New York. She has also choreo-
graphed for events including the Bob Costas Charity Event, Spring 
to Dance Festival, 60x60 Project, Dancin’ in the Streets, St. Louis 
Billikens basketball team, and Panera Bread Company, among others. 
Tracy’s choreography has earned national recognition, and she has 
judged regional and national dance competitions. She was featured 
in Dancer Magazine for her contributions to the St. Louis tap scene 
and regularly attends national tap festivals, where she has studied 
with leading artists such as Savion Glover, Brenda Bufalino, Sarah 
Reich, Jason Samuels Smith, Michelle Dorrance, and many others.

OLIVIA EMERT (she/her) served as the Fall Guest Artist-in-Residence 
for the Lindenwood University Dance Program. She is a Kansas City 
based choreographer and artistic director. Emert graduated with her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Missouri Kansas City 
Conservatory. In Spring of 2024, Emert completed her third season 
with Geometry Dance Company, a Los Angeles based contemporary 
and movement research company directed by Mackenzie Martin. 
With the company, she was featured in works such as “Naeem” 
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and “Sit Me Back Down.” Emert’s choreographic work focuses on 
emotional awareness, tactile partnerwork, and building tangible 
environments. Emert’s choreography has been commissioned by 
Kansas City Ballet, Creative Intersections, Owen/Cox Dance Group, 
Art in the Loop, Modern Night at the GEM, KCPublic Theater, City 
in Motion, University of Missouri - Kansas City, NoDivide, Charlotte 
Street Foundation and more. Notably, Emert was jury-selected as 
a featured artist with the Making Moves series, which funded and 
supported her evening length work, WOMB.DIRT.SKY. Emert founded 
FLOW, a professional movement class highlighting somatic aware-
ness, release based floorwork, and contemporary phrase work, as 
a hub for the Kansas City dance community. After being awarded 
Emert’s two-year residency with Charlotte Street Foundation, she is 
now the founder and director of CLOUDS Dance Company. In 2025, 
Emert took over the role as artistic director of Creative Intersections, 
an annual performance bringing together artists from Kansas City 
Ballet, Owen/Cox Dance Group, CLOUDS Dance Company, Kansas 
City freelance artists and award winning regional based choreog-
raphers. www.oliviaemert.com / www.cloudsdancecompany.com 
.
WEIWEI FU is an educator, choreographer, and performer with 
WeiDanceArts (founder) and St Louis Modern Chinese School. 
She received professional training at Shanghai Dancing Academy 
from the age of 12 to 17. After graduation, she worked for New 
Shanghai Circus in Branson, MO for 5 years as a choreographer, 
rehearsal director, and stage manager. She also danced with Lehrer 
Dance Company in Buffalo, New York, and with local St. Louis 
dance company, Leverage Dance Theater. She earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in Dance from Lindenwood University and completed 
coursework toward the MFA. Her choreography awards include 
Gold Medal, Intl Acrobatic Competition, Paris, France and Second 
Place, Intl Brotherhood of Magicians Convention, Kansas City.

AMY GAMMON holds a BA in Dance and a Master of Arts in Teaching 
with an emphasis in Dance from Lindenwood University. She is 
now the co-owner of Performing Arts Centre, former teacher and 
director for the past 14 years. She is currently an adjunct professor 
at Lindenwood University, where she has set numerous pieces in 
the dance concerts, traveled with the students to American College 
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Dance Association teaching tap, hip hop, and yoga, along with the 
opportunity to choreograph Urinetown, Cinderella, and Carrie. She 
was a former director with Beyond The Stars Dance Competition for 
the past seven years with the continued opportunity to choreograph 
their opening numbers for Nationals and apart of their faculty on 
their dance convention circuit. Amy Gammon is a co-founder of 
MoSTLy TAP, a St. Louis based tap dance company.   Amy has had 
the opportunity to choreograph three seasons for Fright Fest with 
Six Flags St. Louis.  She is a member of Dance Masters of America, 
a graduate at DMA’s Teachers Training School earning the Bachna 
Scholarship, a yoga teacher through YogaSix, and the Artistic Director 
for The DANCE CO. of St. Charles.  Amy holds a strong passion for 
teaching, inspiring and motivating students to achieve their goals.

MARIKO KUMANOMIDO is an Assistant Professor of Dance at Lindenwood 
University, where she has been teaching since 2019. She holds a BFA 
in Dance from the University of Missouri-Kansas City and an MFA 
in Dance from Washington University in St. Louis. At Lindenwood, 
she teaches a wide range of courses, including ballet, contempo-
rary dance, dance history, and dance composition. In addition to 
her work at Lindenwood, Mariko has served as adjunct faculty at 
Webster University, Washington University in St. Louis, the Center 
of Creative Arts (COCA), and the St. Louis Ballet School. She has 
also received specialized training as a fellowship student at the Ailey 
School in New York City and earned her Graham Teacher Training 
Certificate from the Martha Graham Center of Contemporary Dance. 
Mariko‚ professional performance experience includes dancing 
with Graham II, Buglisi Dance Theater, C. Eule Dance, and Jessica 
Danser/Dansfolk in New York City. After relocating to St. Louis, she 
performed with Common Thread Dance Company under the direction 
of Jennifer Medina, as well as with Karlovsky and Dancers. As a 
choreographer, Mariko has created works for Washington University 
in St. Louis, Lindenwood University, COCA, St. Louis Ballet School, 
and the University of Missouri-Kansas City. Passionate about both 
dance and education, Professor Kumanomido is dedicated to 
inspiring and mentoring the next generation of dancers and artists.

MAELI MCMAHEN is a current Junior Contemporary BFA candidate in 
the Lindenwood University Dance Program. She began her dance 
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training at the age of two at Grayce DeWitt Dance Studio in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. There, she studied styles such as ballet, pointe, tap, 
jazz, contemporary, lyrical, hip hop, and musical theatre dance. She 
was a member of the studio’s competition team, DANCE est Joie, Inc. 
from the age of seven until she graduated high school. Maeli began 
assisting in classes at the age of twelve and delved into the world of 
teaching her senior year of high school, which allowed her to cho-
reograph three pieces for the studio’s 50th anniversary recital. She 
returns to GDDS in the summers to continue sharing her love of dance 
with the next generation of dancers. Since arriving at Lindenwood, 
Maeli has continued her technical dance training and is furthering 
her studies in disciplines outside of dance to complete minors in 
Strength & Conditioning and Psychology. She has performed in all 
three concerts of the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 seasons and 
is set to perform in the 2025 Fall Dance Concert. This piece will 
be her second choreographed for the Lindenwood Dance Program, 
but will be her first to debut on the Lindenwood Theatre stage.

Professor of Dance & Dance Program Coordinator, TRICIA ZWEIER, 
received her MS in Kinesiology and MFA in Dance from The 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. Before relocating to 
Missouri, Zweier performed with The Atlantic City Ballet (NJ), 
Flatlands Dance Theatre (TX), as well as international tours in 
the cruise line industry as a lead dancer and dance captain with 
Carnival Cruise Lines. This fall marks the start of her 15th year at 
LU, where she teaches mostly contemporary and jazz techniques, 
dance history, dance & technology, and dance science courses. 
She is proudly involved in the St. Louis dance community as 
a performer and choreographer for Leverage Dance Theater, as 
guest choreographer and Board Secretary for Modern American 
Dance Company, as a choreographer for Six Flags St. Louis Fright 
Fest, and as a guest teacher at local dance studios. She is also 
a PBT/PCT certified teacher and a Certified Yoga Teacher (CYT-
200). She is an active member of The National Dance Education 
Organization, The International Association for Dance Medicine 
and Science, and The Dance Science and Somatics Educators 
Group. Her research focuses on integrating kinesiology with 
dance to promote healthy training practices. Her book “The 
Dance Anatomy Coloring Book” was released in June 2023.
www.triciazweier.com
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PRODUCTION

Stage Managers......................................................... Aeryn Richardson

Assistant Stage Managers...................... Julia Van Kalker, Allena Wheeler

Lighting Board Op......................................................... Maddy Morrow

Deck Crew.............................................. Naomi Bier, Brooklyn Engman

Sophie Vogt, Yzabella Schultze 
Elena Young 

Ushers........................................Susan Blakey Urrutia, Hope Lintzenich

Audio Director...............................................................Adam Donohue

Lead Audio Technician/Sound Board Operator................. Maggie Garland

Assistant Audio Technician............................................. Spencer Harris

Poster Photographer............................................. Lumosco Photography

Poster Designer................................................................. Sarah Cross

SCHEIDEGGER CENTER STAFF

Director of Production............................................................Jeff Roop

Production Services Specialist.......................................... Maggi Hunter

Sound Services Specialist.............................................Sydney Harmon

Technical Theatre Coordinator...................................... Jennifer Warfield

Production Assistant...........................................................Jason Hood

Box Office Manager.............................................................. Zach Stahr

DANCE FACULTY

Adjunct Professor of Dance.................................Tracy Dupre, Weiwei Fu 
Amy Gammon, Dawn Gilbertson 

Erin Morris, Miranda Payne 
Leah Robertson, Janet Strzelec

Assistant Professor of Dance�����������������������������������Mariko Kumanomido

Professor of Dance & Dance Program Coordinator�����������������Tricia Zweier

Department Head 
Performing Arts�����������������������������������������������������������Michael Harding

Interim Assistant Dean 
College of Arts & Humanities����������������������������������Dr. Benjamin Cooper
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Interim Associate Dean 
College of Arts & Humanities������������������������������������� Dr. Shenika Harris 

Interim Dean 
College of Arts & Humanities�������������������������������Dr. W. Travis McMaken

THANK YOU

Thank you for watching Lindenwood University’s Fall Dance Concert.
This production would not have been possible without the support 
of the J. Scheidegger Center for the Arts and Lindenwood University

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mark your calendars for these dance events!

Winter Dance Concert.......................................... January 29-31, 2026

Spring Dance Concert...............................................April 23-25, 2026
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