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Chapter I , 

Introduction to the Study 

It is the purpose of this stu y to snow the 

operlitions of the oil ~obey in r e l a tion to bills 

H. R . 6940 m d s . l8b5 whi ch wer· e introauced 

durin~ tne ii rst session of the 86th Con ~ress . 

According to Dr . Martin hriesberg , Americ f.<.n 

Universlty r ofes •, ur, a p re sGure group is "an 

organiz· ti on of peop~e with cor~on interbsts 

agreeing t o p ool their effort s in order to obt a in 

corn.men objectivtiB , t h rough t i1e ir ~olltlca l 
l 

activity. 0 'rhe t e rm int urE;S t gr oup c ~n further 

be defined as " any group th~t , on t rie b~s l s of 

one or more snared &ttitudes , maie s cer~ tin 

claims upon other grou1, s in t ne soc iety . or tL.e 

establishment , rna i 1t enance, or e rllianc emen t of 

f orms of belwvior tha t ar·e implied oy t ne sh ~red 

2 a.ttitudes . 0 This s t udy i ti bn a:t temp t to sh ow 

how the I! e s t ern Oil and G&s Assoc l2.t i on is a 

"special int br ~st"loo~y 1 ithin t he ab ove definitions, 

h ow and why t he y a ttemp t to i nf i uence legls at i on , 
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and to illustrate t i e effectivanes b of their 

activities. 

Since there is no unifiea oil lobby in the 

sense t lw t i?.1 1 o.ll intor (; sts wor>k toge. ther in 

every or even tho mt.jorlty of cirnes , it is neces ­

sary to s tuay one as :-3 ociation ' s action - the western 

Oil &nu GE:s As aocii:ttion in this study. In aad ition 

to an inaividu~l s s oci a tion • s activities t h is 

study . a.ttempts to 5110\1, the cooperations arm 

conf~icts hhicn \sre a r e sult oft e c tions 

t&kcn on tnis bill Dy other i n t e r c steu gr oup s 

as the Indepu1d n t. 'et r oleur, Associ · t ions , th,.· 

Ne ti on&l l)e t r oleum As soci& t ion, the Mid-Continent 

Oil r~ nd Gas /\. Ssoc iut i on , end t h e AmE;ric • n Petro -

leum !nstitute . Through t h is case study of tne 

inter-actions of ver1 ou H oil inter EBt oa lobby-

ists, t heir or ~ani z~Llons, und t heir effect on 

leg i s l a tion, it s hou l a be poss icle to eva luate 

t h e use f ulne s s , eff ectlvene a s , an d necoss lty of 

the oil lo by - e s~- ci l ly a s indi i uu 1 loboies 

end also ~s a co oper a ting group - in r e le t lon 
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to t.nis bill . 

Limitations 

Research muteriel for this s tudy is limited 

greatly be cause there has been little written 

dire . tly p~rtaining to t he a ctivities of oil 

loboies or actions taken by t hem in t'l. n attemp t 

to influence l e gisllit ion which affected t ue oil 

indus try . 1rhere are s everal texts which present 

basic beckground - h:lstory, dovelopmont, regulation, 

and activities of loobidS &na lobbyists in general . 

3 1rhe Governmental Process by David B. 'I'ruman 

brings togEJ ther tt ve.riety of lil tudies of pressure 

groups and their a ttempts at policy- making . In 

ada itions to thls , he gives cle~r a ofinitions 

an d explaina tions of t 0rms Rnd procedure us d 

in loboying and relsted activities. Truman 

provlue s ~ sys tematic en&lysls of the less fo rmal 

group proces s es w1 their effect on t n6 gove rn­

ment a l pro c edure . 'l'wo &du i tional te:XtB U$eful 

a s bucK:round :t'or t.hi:3 study although not quoted 

i n the paper UI't., by v . o . Key ana Benjamin Merch . 
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V. O. Key Pres ~n ts a mm'e concise, be tier-formulated 

treatment of vre .;; su.re gr·oups . In his work I'olitics, 

Parties~ Pressure Groups, 4 u broad picture of 

t h e i nt ·;rest 6 r 0up a1·ea. of governmental acti vi t'y 

is presente6 in a coher ent manner. Lob~yist 

fo1' ~ :reople5 uy Benjbrn.in March also presents 

a clear Do.s ic b~;.oKground in lnte i•e st group activitie s. 

This tex t ~resents a through diL cuss ion of the 

a ctivitie rj of a lob,,yist in attempting to influence 

action on specific le-gi :, l u. tion . '.I'he ma jo r·i ty 

of m teria l in thJ.s s tudy must there fort~ come 

f rom inte rv ie s wi t h r egi s tere d loboyists of the 

v .rious oil-reletea associat ions, t he De~krtment 

of tne Interio r who o ppo s ed the t>il1.. , t llc Colorado 

Senator who ~ctive l y opvosed t h e bill on the 

Senate flo or , anu with con~res ! men fr om A aska 

who i nt r oauced and supported t h is p "' rt i c .l i&r oiibl. 

Mr. }:t'r WJ.k Roger s, lo yl s t for the We stern Oil 

ana Gas .As s oci t1 t 1on v.a s of g:r e f. t as si. s t an c e in 

the prep.,,,r1.c. t ion of 1~.h.ir; s tucty sinc e 1 t wt s h i s 

as s oci ,t ion whic~ orig i 1:, ll _y- brought this leg -

1 s l r. tion to tlH.:; ti t t ention of the Alas)(an Congress-
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men. 

Scope 

Tho scop e of' this paper is limltt::d to a 

c &s e s tudy of tne western Oil kna o as As • ocis t ion 1 s 

actions in l:ln ttemp t t o obte in p s: age oi' H, R. 6940 

ands . 185b - Doth to amend t ne Mineral Lea s ing 

Act of 1 920 i n o r der t o incr& s e certain a creage 

l i mitations with r ,. spect t o the St a t e of Alaska . 

The Mi n~ra l Le &sing Ac t o f 19~0b r es tricted t he 

nwnb;-;r uf acres of public domE:iin which c ~n be 

leHsed uy a n oil comp&.ny t o 100 , 000 a cres unde r 

loase and 200 ,000 unci.er op t :l.un . The oi l comp ani e s 

found t £1e cost of exp lor::, 1,ion Ltld produr- tion in 

Al aska thrde tin es the usual nd t erafore , f elt 

tie sdaiti onel risk justified a request for 

ac.dit .:.. orn1l land ho l Qings in this state . In l a t e 

l8bU t t i(;i we stern Oi l Hnd Gns Jtsso c h 1tion beg.an 

a crivc to obtain sponsorsnip for a bill t o 

a llow 0ne mill i on acres t o oe held jo i ntly under 

7 op tion end le s e . I n order to eVfjl u ute lobbying 

in this t ype of s t udy it is ne c e s sary to restr i ct 
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