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Chapter I
Introduction to the Study

It is the purpose of this study to snow the
operations of the oll iobby in relation to bills
H.R, 6940 snd 8. 1885 which were introduced
during the {lrst session of the 86th Con;ress.
According to Dr. Mertin Kriesberg, American
University profésaaé, a pressure group is "an
organizetion of peapiq with coﬁmon interests
agreeing to pool theirrafforts in order to obtain
common objectives, through their political
activity.“l The term interest group cen further
be defined as Many group thet, on the busis of
one or more shared sttitudes, makes certain
claims upon other groups in the socliety for tue
estavlisnment, meintensance, br enhancement of
forms of behavior that are implied by the shered
attitudas."2 This study is &n ettempt to show
how the Western 0il and Gas Associstion is a
"special interust"lobuy within the above definitions,

now and why they attempt to Influence legisiation,



and to illustrate the effectiveness of their
ectivities,

Since there is no unified oil lobby in the
sense thet ell oll Interests work together in
every or even the majority of ceses, it is neces-
sary to study one aésoaiation*s action - the Western
01l and Gas Assoclation in this study. In addition
to en ilndividual assgciation's ectivities this
study. attempts to show the cooperations and
confiicts which were a result of the actions
taken on this bill by other interested groups
as the Independent Fetroleum Associstions, the
National Petroleum Assoclation, the Mid-Continent
0il &nd Gas Assoclation, and the American Fetro-
leum Institute. Through this cese study of the
inter-actions of various oll Intercsted lobby=-
ists, their orgunizetions, snd their effect on
legislation, it should be possible to evaluate
the usefulness, effectiveness, and necessity of
the oll lobby ~ especielly es individual lobbies

end also a8 & coopersting group - in relatlon



e

to this bill .
Limitaetions

Research materisl for this study is limited
greetly because there has been little written
directly pertaining to the sctivities of oil
lobovies or sctlions taken by them in sn sttempt
to influence legislation which affected tne oil
industry. There are seversl texts which present
basiec background - history, development, reguletion,
and sctivities of lobbles und lobbyists in genersl,

3

The Governmental Pracessé by David B. Trumsn

brings together a veriety of studies of pressure
groups snd thelr attempts &t policy-meking. In
atcitions to this, he gives clear aefinitions

end erxplainations of terms and procedure used

in lobouying and related sctivities. Truman
provides a syastematlec analysls of the less formal
group procesces snd thelr efiect on the govern-
mental procedure, Two asddlitional texts useful

as background for this study although not guoted

in the paper are by V,0. Key and Benjamin Merch,



V.0. Key Presents & more concise, better-Iormulated

treatment of pressure groups. In his work pPolitics,

4

Parties and Pressure Groups, & broad picture of

the interest group sres of governmentsl sctivity

is presented in a coherent manner. Lobuyist

for the Paopleb vy Benjasmin March also presents

& clear besic background in interest group sctivities.
This text presents & through discussion of the
activities of & lobuyist in attempting to influence
action on specifiic legislation, The majority

of material in thié study must therefore come

irom interviews with registered lobiyists of the
various olil-relsted sssocliations, the Department

of the Interior who opposed the‘bilL, the Colorado
Senetor who sctively opposed the bill on the

Senate floor, anc with Congres:men from Alesska

who introcauced and supporited this particuisr pibl.
Mr. Frank Rogers, lobbyist for the Western (Qil

and Ges Association wes of grest asslistance in

the preperaetion of thnis study since 1t was his
associetlon which originelly brought this leg-

islation to the sttention ol the Alaskan Congress-



men.
Scope

The scope of this pseper 1s limited to a
case study of the Western 0il end G&s Associstion's
actlons in en ettempt to obtein passage of H,R. 6940
end 35, 1850 - both to esmend the Mineral Leasing
Act of 1920 in order to incresse certain acreage
limitations with rospect to the State of Alaska.
The Mineral Leasing Act of 1920° restricted the
number of acres of public domain which can be
leased by an oll company to 100,000 acres under
leese gnd 200,000 under option. The oll companies
found the cost of exploretvion cnd production in
Alaska threée times the usual snd therefore: felt
thne asdditional risk justified & request for
additional land holdings in this stete., In late
1968 the Western (Qll and Gas Assoclation began
a drive to obtein sponsorship for & bill to
allow one million acres to pe held jJointly under
option and leasa.v In order to evsluste lobbying

in this type of study it is necessary to restrict


















40

"Mid-gontinent 01l snd Gas Assocciation, II
Lews (Tulsa, Oklshoma:; KideConghmafit Assoclatlo
press, 19851).

Chapter III

llnfpnmation from Frank Kogers, lobbyist
Tor the Westen (1l end Gas Assoeclation, personal
interview,

“Letter from Senator Irene Ryan to Sensator
E., bartiett, June 9, 1959in Jenate subcommittee
hearing of the Committee on Interior and Insular
affairs (Washington, D.C.; U.S5. Government Printing
Office, 1959) p. 3s

SLetter from Wering Bradley to Senator O'ﬁahanay,
Ney 5, 1959 in senste Subcommteecellearing of the
Commiiuae on Interior end Insulsr Affairs (Wesh-
ington, D.C.: U.%, Government {frinting 0ffice,
Y4yestern 0il &nd Ges Assoclation, "Facts
in Supporbgp H.R, 6940 end 8. 18L6" (WaBningta,

D.By: WeatePrn 91l anc Gas &ssoclation, 1950).
{Mimeographed, )

1bid.

Srogers, op. clt.

Chapter IV

linformation from ¥rank Rogers, lobbyist
for the Western (1l and Gas Assoclation, personal
Interview,

EAppendix Ee
dInformstion from John Lewis, lobbyiat for

Mid-gontinent 0il end Gas Assocletion, personal
interview,



13; ﬂf, 9$. ’
Kogers, op. ei _
14gongressional Record
Government Prining Office, 1!
‘lﬁﬂogarn, op. eit.
*xogae
Chapter Vv
lgmanuel geller,"pressure

The annals (Yhiledélphias | ie
FoliTicel and Socisl dclence, 18
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Fact sneet - prepared by Mr. Frank W. Rogers
(lLobbyist for the Western oil snd (Gas
assocletion)

Stetement of Gordon A. Goodwin es prepsred for
hegring testlimony.

Ds Interviews,

Mr. John Lewis, Hid-Continent (il and Ges Association.
Mr. Frenk %. Rogers, Western 0il and Ggs Association.




