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tloned uurliur. the Research staff even writcn articles or
ﬂrgftu for the publication. The eteff membere follow the
better colusniets for press opinion. The Digest 1s of serv- ‘
‘1¢e to the Comnlttee an publishing certain specisl vapavtu |
for individusl dlvisions, From 1957 to 1960 the Demoeratie
Advisory touneil utilized the gﬁﬁgg& for the pablleutlén of
ull 1&: r&parts ana pamyhlata«a

Lgxmang ?no samuittea Librnr: prnvaana & 5?»;& deal of
sscistance to the Digest staff. The Library monitors more
than 100 lesding newspepers and seversl mn@aatqgs, collect-
ing materiel in whloh the Democratlc Netionmal Committee

,&Wwﬂﬁil va‘1ntaraataa~-haakﬁrauad'ngggl personalities in the

nkwn,'abngru&aienax matters, legielation, 2ll subjects
w&xeﬁ have any relation to polities, Qolltieal books,
forelgn effaire, individual stetes, and election statistics.
The mervice is especielly used by the Publiclity Divielon snd
staff, Hech day the Library gends folders of |

new elippinga over to Er., Sam Brightmen, Director of Pub-
lieity and Editor of the gﬁggg;, He looks these over and
distributes them to the members of the staflf particularly

interested in sach subject covered, After these people have

eﬂoo;os » m. MQv
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rﬁ?ivwoa the uutavial, it 211 goes buam tn the Lihra?y to
 '?%&‘13 in the files, If aa; aanartal 18 naatu uuuaaa, the
L&hwnry aupyliaa 1%«9 i

‘a L‘ xxx* Fﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ?!@ﬂ AND MAKEUP OF THE DIGEST

e gne methnd uaad in fnrmulnting aaa ﬂasgnsyuannaun
r@}%iias nll tng vnriua 1nr¢rmm$&aa¢~aa Qnatt interesting,
'aact 6§ tniau 8 manwh ‘there 18 & u&etias of the tataru

! agﬁggﬁ,ttafr, with Editor Brightasn praa&diﬁs.‘,at this
'ﬁ&ﬁ&a-tha starft aiagunmaa_wuian_iusuan and ;tariﬁﬁ are im-
' pérﬁan;,ana aévasarthg;'and whish of thess should be in-
cluded in the mext lssue of the Digest. Esch staff member
c@n&r&buiau his ideas In ANENS meetings, %r.‘ﬁriathnn‘ 
mskes the final decision se to which stories will bs pre-
sented in the Dimect and assligne them to the #aitor wéﬂ
s euatoaxr&ly desls with the particular aub:aﬁt xawelvmaa

Hagazine ggxgg~ Idesr for the magazine cover sre
also submitted snd dlscussed in these staff meetinga. The

10

group decides on & general f@u@ﬁ ides for the cover, snd it
1s submitted to Hr, Leo Hershfield, o free-lance artist who

Pstatements by Mary ¢, Clynes, Director of Demo-
eratic Naticnal Committee Library, personsl interview,

1“&00»0». lg¢. git.
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‘4 ﬁga been doling the weﬁoﬁ: for the yﬁﬁggx bin#é 1te ar&si&wé
ttan in ﬁugﬁat4’1953« Hr, atraaria&a aay 1mprﬂv¢ on tua
idQ; or come up watu & aittﬁr aun in thq same voin, an&
Htu#a completes the cover &caign;il_ | 7

| gertooms. Certoons comprise an important part of

vftha.;&gggg emaaaa&. Ayproxiaatclx 15 te 20 carteons Awgwur.; '
in a ain@le 1»#9&.: Thn staflf pridaa 1taol£ on th»no car-
‘toome--their suitability and originality. ‘mem cartoons
are reprints fra& leading nawupapara aeraaa tna country.
Vhen & ataff mea%sr neede a cartoon to rlt a atary he ie
writing, he calle tha Library end @utlimﬁa his needs, 22
The Library bosste "a cartoon to fit every story," utilie
mlag,tnﬁxr large wﬁllgatioa of ecartoons. Yhen & Digest
8tafT wember calls for a cartoonm, the Libraiesn ploks out
those peralleling the proposed Digest stery and lets the

staff member select the mest appropriste ann¢15

11;93!'

12:¢an Ounaling, Contributing Editor, Democratic
gest, personal interview; and Clynes, loc. g¢it

13c1ynes, los. git.
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CHAPTER IV
" amm

?h. content of tho ﬁmﬂggg has ahnnaoﬁ tubstentially

en hkd s PUrpies ailice the originel publication in 1953»1‘

wu, vaaacrutze Perty ineludes sc meny factionn and ﬁarrcrtat
v&tw; that it hae been difficult for thm‘yggggi to please
~éveryone und rarlect the ?grty 85 & vhalo¢' The ehansno "«}H”m
cnntrmqnsnip of the Democretic Batlan&l Committee and in
Eﬁitornh&p of the gzaggg heve eleo neceseltsted ;ona chenge

1n the autlnok of the megazine,

The sttack first used by tna g;aggk staff wes thet

- of ant:-ﬁapublicanisn.

?ha editors realized an axiom of Amorican party
polities thet with party workers it ls more papu-
lar to amite the opposition'theh to stresc issues
of one's own perty. Since the perty has factional
quarrels and differences on policles it 1s often
better not to discuss them energeticelly. As &
result the contained far more quotes from
pro-Republican thsn from pro-Democraiic sources.
The meterial used was designed to eshow eslleged
Republican 1nconn1atgaai¢q and raiblea end to hold
them up to ridieuls.

Jime sald of the first locue (Auguab.’lﬂﬂ}): "Its 112
partisan peges are a lisht-roading combination of barbs at

13 h 4lvin Bone i ;]
fgolitics (;ﬁattlc: Univ;ragty 95 %aaninagdgggbcns, f?%a).

p' 760
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_t@n'ﬂepﬁ@lxegn.cﬁﬂxniutiqtian and an 'officlal’ inspphont
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for the Democratie party."? The covdb of nui firet lssue,
which hae become & clnnﬁle to Digest pae;lo.’ 1ndlontc4 %ha :

'ah&&nniaannovor rltvar to»bc expected or thc nnzlzlno. It

tcutvrcd an clﬁphant at a desk in vmev'or tna cupitol with
& budget book, low o Bulanw the aauaaw‘ before him, but

witn & auifin& tre;tina. “How te Break 99” tuckod ansiao.‘-»

1. THE DENOCRATIC nxcw‘r', ,
AUGUST, 1953 TO NOVEMBER, 1956

| fha Digest in its firet stoge (1953*1956) ren well
over oné‘hundrtd pages per issue, It iasviury similar to
the Reader's Digest, 1hcluding several reprints end conden-
sations: The Digegt components sccording to Hewsweek were:

l -« & "synthesis" of Democratic opinion on current nation-

elly significant subjects; end 2 - @ bailgd»daﬁn ouaplina B

of the month's politicel news,” Juginess ¥eek described the
purpose of the Digest as follows: 1 - to get converts to

24the Pemooratic Pigest,” Iime, 62:68, July 13, 1953,

3gtatement by Roy #. Hoopes, Jr., Hanaging Zditer,
Democratic Digest, persomal interview,

4“noaocrntio Diaeation, gfgggfgg. 41370, June 8,
1953; Democratic Digest, (August, s front cover,

SMuemocratic Digestion,” loc. git.

e eyl etar



AR B

pmé-ewwmmr

o L B G R

b g

£ s Ll

28
tho n»uaaratic oauno; und 2 - %o ostabliah a pvofl@able. 09 _
at 1:&;& breau-¢v¢n¢ yabl&cat&an.g The apiaiona &s to pur-
yoac aad vslut or tho'g;ﬁggs vero»ﬁmay end ran the gsmut :
rrnm 1a£t tn right.? A more absactxvo v:anQ&nt Wes oxe-

wam in the Aa:um Pelitleal Selemce Heview:

thia ventura represen&c an attemyt 1o create
gg "Democratic” viewpolint on political issues and
. personalities of nstional concern. Il is cn essen~
~tially new form of sctivity in the Americsn party
-~ erepne, for, though sinor parties. and one-igsue
political movements have often sponsored periodl-
‘. eels to further tholr causes, nelther of the
. present wajor partz,n has pruviaualy done 80 on
the netionel level,

The purpoae expreaned hy Lha g&ggg& iteelfl wea:

answer to tno one perty press!

To every Americen who believes in falr play--
end cspecielly to those twenty-esven million
Americsns who va&gg rardAélui ftevenson~--the new
Pemocrotie Dige % g & drean pome true,

For here, at leet, is the snawer to the onee
elded opinion of the one perty press, Here, at
laat, 1s the megeszine that--like Adlel Stevenson

-=will "talk sense to the Americun people.” e
: . We Believe the ngggggg&ggﬁgggggg will prove sl
Lon indlepenssble to everyone who wents, and le workeg L

ing for, intelligent, forwerdelooking government.

i 6%%esdere Cen Vote," Businese Week, (July 11, 1953),
p' ! 4 Y B ! wba el
. 780505 Kergz, "The Democratic @8t A Content
inalysie," ZThe éggg§§§$ ticel Colence Review, Vol, hﬁ,
No. 3, (5optembar. Js Ps 69 ’

ayggggggggg Digest, (August, 1953). eutnadc baok

cover,



Another indication as to purposes
it represents an attaspt to creste an alleg-
- fance for rank-snd-flile members to some pattern
o of political prefereonces associsted with the

‘Demoerstic pariy on & nstionsl scale.”

. With all these foresssts sand prognostications in
‘ginﬁ, ¢_1b¢¥ at the aoﬁual‘cndw.nt aigatiﬁa fruitful, (In
the following study published in The Amerigsn Folitlcal
_§£1152! 53!12517°n1y the first 18 iscuee af.&n» megazine
‘were used,) Hach of the 18 1ssuee was 112 pages long.

Hore than half of the artlcles in these lssues were reprints
or condenautlani; but more than nelf of the letterprese
peges of the magszine were devoted to lrtialoa'%ant origl-
nated with the Digest lteelf., The most freguent length of
an article originating with the meagszine was five times the
ususl length of articles atiributed to & prior source., The
Digest ambnaﬂizaa ite own articles, The lead article "The

Talk of the Hetion" wes usually seven pages long,
Source of materisl, Flve magazines accounted for
60% of the 98 megezine quotes--Iime, Life, Fortune, Dusiness
¥eek, and New Republic, The lesding reprint sources were '
15 of 106 newspsapers., These accocunt for amore than helf of

the reprinted srticles, The use of cartoons in the Digest

Merz, loc. cit.
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"w&dVQkitQ s?oaialzzad; Of 410 cartoons, more then helf came
. from 1& ynblientzanue The reeecon propounded 1niuh1u‘¢tudw
"wua thaz tﬁar& &re so very fov nauapnysrm with & Demoeratic
& nImn&, ‘that sany reglonel papers hed to ‘be used,
_ ‘ . '-, gggggﬁ, Acoording to taﬁa stuay. the
"“maayalus peid much more attention to Republicans then to

ﬁgaqqgg‘ﬁ, 137 Rapnblicans vere quotad 728 t&nan, wh&lﬁ
79 Demoerats weré gw&mﬁ 219 times. agpubumn stands
: wwru’méntiénoa far more times tamn'th@éa of the party the
naaaazna rngraaa&tea. '

The study pointed aut two maamr uh&racteriut&ea of
the magazine:

Flrnt, the averuhelming emphasie in the politi-
aal discussions of the megazine ls upon the sctiv-
itles, programa, anﬁ personslities of Lhe Hapublzw
can perty.

Second, the megmzine 1s herdly a digest, ainen
moet of ile prges are devoted to nrti31¢s that
*ariginataa with ata eﬁi%arl&l staffl,

The mtudy cnnclndad that eince most volers are very
closely sllied with their perWy, it 1s logiesl thet the
uegazine be directed tawardﬂmwa»‘a&raa&yVaympatanzia with
it. Aleo, the loose structure of the present perty systenm
is prmbably respennible iﬁr the overwhelming attention to

the act&vitlas of Regubllcans. fhere 1¢ so much varietion

1%”3; 22’ m.. e ?Qlt



