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PRODUCTION NOTES

AMERICAN ROSIES premiéred at Historyonics Theatre Company in
September of 2001, opening three days after the attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. It was an emouonally charged time to be presenting
this picce. I'd like to tell you a little about that premiére.

As with all Historyonies seripts, AMERICAN ROSIES used exclusively
the actual words from history — no dialogue was made up. [ read letters,
journals, books, newspapers and other first person sources. But [ had a -
special treat — for this show I had the privilege of interviewing some of the
many St. Louis Rosies. Several women also mailed in their stories. The more
I heard and read their stories, the more 1 found that | wanted to center this
story on the Rosies who worked in St. Louis. The material in the play
therefore is predominately from St. Louis women. In order to include as
iy stones as | could, 1 ereated composite characters. And of course, tor
every story 1 could mnclude, 1 had to leave out 15. 1 also had to choose not to
tell about the women in the armed forces — that is another play.

For Lindenwood University, I adapted the play for a larger cast than the
orgmal 5 wornen and 2 men [ had at Historyonics. 1 did take a few
“conversational” liberties with the text that I would never have permiteed
mysclf at Historyonics, but essentially the seript tells the same story itdid in
2001, luis a story about doing your duty for your country. Because of their
tremendous sense of duty, these women did things that women in 1941 would
never have dreamed of doing. They did it with grace. courage, self-sacrifice
and humor. It is also a story about change. Pearl Harbor changed everything
in ther lives, These women gave restless birth to the women’s movemnent.

Five years ago I asked these questions: Would we in our less innocent age be
able or willing to step up to the plate as these women were? Would we adapt so
quickly? Would we sce our duty so clearly? Would we start a passionate
revolunon trom within? I sull don’c know the answer to those questions. 1 '
cerrainly hope we would.

1 am deeply grateful to Dean of Fine Arts Marsha Parker, Ted Gregory.
Donnell Walsh and Larry Quiggins for the privilege of working on this picce

with their amazingly talented students.

- L. PATTON CHILES
Dircctor/Playwright
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*denotes MFA candidate and member of the Actors’ Equity Association.
the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United Staces.



SPECIAL THANKS TO THE ST. LOUIS ROSIES
FOR CONTRIBUTING THEIR STORIES TO THIS PLAY!

Maxine Blaie Dolores Knittel
Tommye Bixby Shurley Luebben
Marcella Burdette Dorothy Martin
Dixie Burnes Jeancue Martin
Elizabeth Cavanagh Cohen Carol Davis McDonald
Alice Calhoun Hester Moulding
Erma Fahrenbring Mary Parker
Lons Flora Isabell Rauscher
Selma “Sally™ Fox Mildred Rayfield
Doris 1L Gill Margaretr Roos
Ester Greer Nancy Johnson Smith
Constance Heiman Virginia Wise

Other St. Louis Voices:
Mildred Admure Bedell, Martha Cunliff, Mary Lee Twitch,
Constance Hope Jones, Gladys Poese Ehlmann,
Audrey Ward Norman and Al Weisman

Addiuonal special thanks o Agnes Wilcox, Janet Strzelee, and J.R. Swrzelec.

FURTHER READING
ST. LOUIS AT WAR, Beuy Burnen
SINCE YOU WENT AWAY, Litoll' & Smith
A BETTER LEGEND. Letters of Jack & Jane Poulton
PUNCH IN SUSIE! Nell Giles, reporter
A MOUTHFUL OF RIVETS, Wise & Wisc
MISS YOU, WWII LETTERS, Woodall, Litotf, Smith
I TOOK AWAR JOB, Josephine Von Miklos
WHY WOMEN CRY. Elizabeth IHawes
HIT THE RIVET SISTER, Mary Trask Pendelton
SUPERVISING THE WOMAN WAR WORKER, National Foreman's Institute
WOMEN AT WORK IN WARTIME: 41-45, Ed. M. Stevens
LOVE AND WAR: PEARL HARBOR TO D-DAY
ARMS AND THE GIRL, Susan B. Anthony 111
EARLY AMERICAN DIARIES OF WWII, Ed. Vining
WITH LOVE, Jane Pollack
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