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Cose improvises most of his.l

. " e N ~ . 4 . 1 -
Part of a Sen O 5 gtafi 288 with him to his
= 0fflce duripn I’'ecess, and t 8ame sort of or'k 1is
2 Lhere as is done In “&8nington. Esgch Senstor Keeps

in close touch with the Washington office, eallins

Y day or every few lays.,
* OFDAlor remains in his ioecal office durinz
°ces8 1T ne is not 0 3 speaking tour. venalor Me-

-lellan often talks L0 peoole on the streets in Little

Rock, just to fing out the problems of cltizens,.<

z }
senatlor Clements atiendg are meetinecs, £1i of the
Senators sre busy "Shakling the bushes "

Senator Martin's office remarked, "The Senator some-

Be8 sSniteches in a vae Lion, but even ilen he has to
::‘4 2
Lngde 8pneeches n things., AL the 1 ime nls St2tenent
vas made, Senatar “2riin was in : orida, .. tins soeeches.,

Statement by ‘rances ‘‘enderson, personal Interview.

.
Ta . - e b o el = . e & e
DL Sment “Fy aAaln SMALL aeu' gers il 1nce v 16!1.
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“Qlatement by Frenk uryden, peraocns; interview,

el 4+ -4 = TET "y e+ =l L . — q Ay L] 4+ =y 1
wiawenent by EKather ~I8@ Suyan, ersaonel ints View,
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Senators are allowed certsin amounts of
paLronage, most of which is used. 4 Senator who does

not use his quota, aowever, may pass it to snother

o
e |
]

2tor. Jobs in washington, such as slevatar boys
in federal oulldings, or =s staff members, may be
classified as patronace.

Senator Blble worked as =an elevator btoy in the
Senate Office Bulldinz wihile 501nZ Lo school 1n Washington
uncer Lle patronage of the lz=te Senator Pat meCarran,
woom nhe nas just succeeded in the cenate., oenator
Sible seems to be gulite consclous of the patronage now
Ior he has five law students on his
elevator boys under hils paLrona;e.l

8t8if znd three

Of ecourse Senators play an important role in the
disoensinz of a higher tyove of patronage, a8 in the case
of Tederal judges, district attorreys, collectors of
customs, =nd similar officials €8peclally If the Senator
is of the same PARPLY a8 the President. This is oiten 2
Lime consuming process, 2s recommendations for annointments
aave a habit of Cogglng down in 2 morass of papers, and
Senstors have to Pry tihem loose. The problems attendant

= ! =

ujon thls type of patronsge 1all outsi

this study.

Statement by Tom Bell, personal interview,
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Senators are invitea to every sort of function
‘weglnable. Washington has numberless “soclal elimbers™

and these "ellmbers" send invitatlions to the Senators

L)

iuite often. Those invitations are usually not acceoted.l

An Iinvitation whica is almost comvulsory 1s the one

Lo a White House funetinn. tach Senslor is, sometime
luring the year, invited to 2 White House luncheon,
and many are invited to receptions. Only illness
keeps tLhem sway,

The Republicans have a soclal club for Consressmen
known as the Capitol Hill Club. It 1s located opposite
the House Office Building and 1s a favorite nlace for
sathsrings. [I'he Democrats have no soclal club of this
sort.

"modaat”

Fost Senzators term thelr Social lives
which wes a hard term for this writer to understand.
She has reached the conclusion that if the number of
invitations recsived is contrasted with the number
2ctually accented, the soclal 1ife of a Senator may be

termed "modest.” To an average indlvidual, however, the

bprospect of social 1life to which a 2enator is exposed

1 - -
| Statement by Ralph Matthew, onerssanal interview,



nust. be zlamorous and exeiting,
senator Theodore F. dreen, 88 year old Rhode Island

senator, wes asked at a dashinzton diplomatic recaption

ihere Le was goinz next. Senator ireen, scheduled for

91x other parties thet evening, replied, "'I haven't

even found out yet where I am now.'"! Senator Green

18 =n exception to the rule.

Senators are ineluded in diplomatic funetions

]

tlven by emoasslies, the Sserstary af State, visitors

*

Lo the United States, and the 1ike. YMost of these are

-t
i

accented, Often, Senators who 2re unable to acecept

all of them go only to the obligatory ones. For

example, certaln ambassadors may be personal frilends of

Lhe Senator and he feels obli-nted to attend those

embassadors' oarties, A Senstor ma&y be nsked to

funetions because of his membership on committees. Ihe

members of the Foreisn Kelations Committee, for example,

are invited to functions certsinins to forelgn relations.”?
The Sepators themzelves are lmpelled to return

Soclal pbligatlons. The rule is that about once a year

1Jack Anderson and fred Blumenthal, "The Senste's

Spryest Oldster," The St. Louls Post Dispatch, Parsde,

— ——

October 2, 1955, n. 27.

2Btatement by Steve Pace, nerzonsl interview.




@« Senator will have 2 party and invite his fellow
-enators and the other necessary suests,

The Senate members have their own personal
frlends 1n Washington and in this way are invited to
~ffalrs. They usually attend the ones siven by thelir
close friends. One of the decldins factors to many of
the Senntors 1s who will be there whom he enjoys.
Another 1s the time element. Senatorial dutles osrevent
them from seceepting numerous Invit=tions.

¥any times lunchecns are held in the Senate
Office Bullding or ot the Cu-itol. $he Senators can
mix their soeial livesz with necessary estinz., GSenator
Hennings often invites friends ints his office to
luncheon. His staff members Jokinzly call themselves
butlers.l

State organizations which come to washington
Invite Senators to their dinners and the Senators
usually eccent these Invitetisns if nossibile. ‘here are
church funetions in whieh a oraysr breakfast is ziven
every othsr Wednesd=y for the Conzressmen in the

Cﬁ:ital.e

lstatament by Mildred Cochran, oersonsl interview,

EStatement cy John Goldsun, Jr., personal interview,
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Senalors are lnvited to nmarsdes, openings o

shows, charity orograms, sremieres, and many other
funetions, For example,; Senator Dzniels was invited

Lo the preview showing of the movie, "To Hell and Back.”

of the show, came to
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Audle Murahey, ¢
dashington for a television anpesrence with the Senator.t
Benators Barkley and Clements wsere zussts ai the
oremiere of the film, "The Kentuckian." <{he younger
Jenators are more likely to accept Invitatilons and Lhe
oclder ones tend to decline,

Senators' wives are, as a rule, éctive in eivie
functions such as the Red Cross. They accompany thelr

husbands whken those husbands aceceot; =2nd when they are

et
L'}

c2lled uoon, olay the »art the Washington hostes=.
Senetors sust for other reasons restriect thelr

soelial liyes., 8Senantor Case Irom New Jersey zoes home

Senator Ives, from New Xork, doss not choose to comzute,
Other Senstors cannot commute, and consecuently accept
more invitations. Many of the Senators have a sst

number wailch tney wlll =ceest each wesk,

ISLatemenL by John Goldaun, dr., personal interview.
23tatenent by Frsnces lenderson, personsl interview.

nersonal interview,






CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS

Jede

Members of Congress have more duties tzan ihey are
elected to perform. The maill and requests for assis-

tance from the constituents have gZrown raspidly in the

past few years and arse ecszmtinuling to grow. As result,

Congress suthorized an lnecrease in oifice staffs by
the Legislative Reorzanization Act of 1946, and all
of the Senators have had to a2uszsment their office staffs
considerably to take care of tils velume of correspon-
dence. HEaech BSenator fesls it 25 much kis duty to help
every constituent individually =s 1t 18 to attend commit-
tes meetings;

The ineressed work 8F = Seﬁator-'s office may be
attributed to Beveral iactors. Dnrins YWporld War II,
the resulating sgencies csaused meny uveocle to turn
to thelir Senators, The work has not diminished because
writing to one's Senatsr has almost become a habit with
the Ameriean public. loday the federal zovernment is in
orograms, Sueéh as soclzl security, which alffect more
lives than ever before. To many citizens this entails
a vast inerease in letter writing.

There 18 a large number of veterans who, wlth

heilr famllies, keep the Senator's mail box flooded.




Fifteen years agzo, the Arkansas Sengtors received about

one letter a week about veterans; now z2bout 10% of the
mell is concerning them.l Everytime Conzress passes
a bill setting up & program, it means more maill and
consequently more work for sach Senabor.

Seversl newspapers have been publishinz feature
storlesa about the letters written Lo Congressmen.,
This writer's ooninion 18 that such publications will
heln to increase the amount of letter wrlting. One
such article entitled "What Your Congressmen Can do
for You," has a aub—beadlng,"xou nay his salary and he
needs your vote. op he llikes Lo znswer quesiLlons and
run errands - within reason. Here's how it works uut."2
Althouzh another article, “Why Congressmen Can't Do
3591r Job ,"3 wiews the situation from the Congressman's
cosition, the fact i1s before the public that they can

write Lhelr Congressmen about their future problems.

LStatement by Halph Matthew, oersonal interview,

28t. Louls Post Disneteh, June 12, 1955, p. 10.

Jrhe Washinzton otay, op. eit., p. T.
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