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I T ODUC TIOI 

t t he out s et it s hou ld be noted that the Section of 

Vi s ua l Art s h a s b een i n ex i s t ence but sev en yea r s , wh i ch 

_act ha re sulted in a sca r c ity of materi a l a v a il ble for 

pur p o s e s o f research . Cons e quent ly I hav e had to rely 

a l mo s t en tirely upon p ers ona l inter vie vs ·ri t h the i nd i v i dual s 

re spons i b l e fo r the a d mi n is t r a t i on of t he vi su a l a rts 

prog r am . Thi s , to o , has p resented it s p rob lems , the mo s t 

hamperi n ~ be i n t he d i ff icu lty encounte red in sur mount i ng 

t h e l anguage barri e r i n t __ e mo s t importa nt of my i n t e rviews . 

I n a dditi on to t n i s , t he limited mount of time a nd the 

- r esence of u s eful m ,teri a l in untra n s l a ted form bo th cau sed 

dela y and con f us ion in a rriving a t - po i n t where a ll the 

i n formation gathe red from t h e s e s ources c ould b e consolida ted 

in a r easonab l y coh e s ive , conc i se , a nd comprehen sive f orm . 

I have f oun d it n ecessar y t o i n clude a ch a p ter on the 

h i s tory a nd organi za tion of t h e OAS , with a vi e w towa rds 

c r e a ting a settin g i n which it ,rnu ld be ecc s ier to vi sua l i ze 

t h e part p l ayed b y the Vi sual r t s Se c tion and to t here fore 

judge its r e l a tive va lue t o the who l e o f the i n ter- merican 

s y s tem a s rep r e s ented by t h e Pan -merican Un i on . 



CHAPTER I . 
The Organi zation o f the OAS 

The Organi zat ion of Americ an Sta t e s , an i nterna tional 

or ·an:i. zati on c ompo s ed of the twenty- one r epublic s of the 

Weste r n Hemi sphere ; n a e l y , Arg entina , Bo l ivi a , b r azi l, 

Chile , Co l ombi a , Costa ~ica , Cuba , the Dominica n Re pub lic, 

Ecuador , ~ l Sa lva dor , Gua tema l a , Hait i , Honduras , iexi c o , 

r-ic a :ragua , Pana ma , Paraguay , Peru, t he Uni t ed States , 

Uru u a y , and Venezue l a , i s the product of a con tinua l ev­

olu t i onary :;:: r e cess of inter-1merica n cooperat i v e a c t i vity 

u nderta -.:::: en for t h e fir s t time more t an a hundred yea r s· 

ago . It has been i n f or;na l ex i stenc e for a :0eriod of some 

sixty y ears , and it s close b onds h a ve been mai nta ined 

t h r oue;h t1'1o worl d wars and the League of lTations . 1 

The events l e~ding up t o the p r esent Union e gan a t 

tLe time the member Latin American r epu blic s achi eved 

t ... e ir inde:p en ence . D e t o t e many cu _t ure. l t i es , 1eri­

t a5es, and common inter es t s betwe en t hem , _twas inevitab le 

t hat t _ e y rem i n ed bo Jd to one anot her . 2 The f rs t con­

cre t e s t ep toi;mrd t h e establi shment o f a n i nter- merican 

o r ganization occurred in 18 26 , ~1en repre sent a tives of 

some of t he ne1.-1 r e pv.b lics 0 0. t hered i n a nama i n anm·rer to 

1Margaret - i ser , On~ani za t i on of - merican States 
( Washi ngton , D. C.: an ~::nerica n Unin , 1951 ), p . 1. 

2I b i d ., p . 1. 
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a summons b y ,... i . O!l. Ba l i va r . Thi s l a i d t ho groundv.'ork f or 

t he F i rst Con ference , whi c , at t h i nv itat ion of t .,_1.e U. S . , 

wa s h e l in Wa oh i nEton , D. C. i n 1889- 90 . 

I t 1·1as at t h is Conference t he. t the c ontine· ts of Nort h 

and Sout h - me r ica d edica ted t h emselves to peace and pros ­

peri t y . He re , a l so , a s e s t abli she t h e Internat i onal Union 

o f !merica n Repub lic s , wh os e pu r pose was t o p romote c ordi a l 

rela tions among t he Americas 11 t h r oug1 trade relationsh i p s 

a nd t e collecti on and publica tion of i n fo rmation pert a i n ­

i ng to c o merce an:.. industry . 11 3 ... l t hough t h e Con fe rence 

failed to d raw u a wri tte- _ cons titution or charter ( t h e 

Union ras limited t o an ex istence of a p eriod of t en yea rs , 

subjec t t o renewa l a t t hat time ), t he succe s s of s uch co­

operati v e ac t i on was _ot i -rnpai red by t h i s omission . 

These nati ons ~ade t h e i r next i mporta nt move ih 1906 , 

t he year oft e Tnird Interna tiona l Conf erence of ~merican 

States . By ti s time a ll t wenty- one republics (ex cluding 

t he Brit i sh , Dutch , and Fren ch dep enden cies i n Sou t h 1 meri ca 

and t he Caribbean a rea and Canada ) participa t e d. in t he con­

f erence s a nd support ed a ·1idening pro [;r a:n of a ct vi tie s . 

. Beca u se of its b ro deni g scope t he r e;mbli cs rnre faced 

ri t h a need for p e r manent headquarters , and this need was 

rea li zed shortlr t h ereaft er when the I nternat iona l Un ion 

o f American ,epublic s received , through an a ct of Cong r e ss 

3 I b id., p . 2 . 
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i n t he sa me year , l and i n Wa shin ton for t hi s ex .. r ess pur-

pose . 

In 1910 the Pan A.rnerican Uni on Buildine; was dedica ted , 

thus p r ovidi ne; a tur nin po int i n t e, i ogr"a9hy of the in-

ter- Americ an organi zation . (The Admini stra ti on Buildin ·, 

comp l eted i n 1949 , i s located a cro s s the s treet from the 

mai n bui l di ng . ) I n t h e same year t .. _e Fo1 rth I nt ernational · 

Conference of - merican Stat es ~1ich met i n Buenos Ai res 

changed t he name of the asso ciati on to Uni on of meri can 

Republic s , and a l s o ass i 5ned t h e Pan Ameri can Union a dual 

ro _e : a _1ome f or· t _ e organi zati on of _ merican Repub lic s , 

and a set t i ng f o r official and public f unctions . 

T~is Union became a center of i nfonnati onal and tee 1-

nica l functi ons , compri i ns pu~lic and p:civa te i nter - American 

cooperative organi zations and acti vities , i n the years t ha t 

fo llo ;ed . liew d.ut ies i'iere constantly being relegated t o 

it s autlority throu~1 each succeeding conference , ea ch 

speciali zed convention , t re.t y , and i nter - American agree­

ment . I n i ts ever-expe.ndi ng fi eld of a ctivity t h e technical 

and info1":llation off ice s of the Uni on rendered ever gr eat er 

service to t h e overnment s .::md ~)eoples of t he hemi sphere : 

it was responsible fo r fuPthering economic , s o ci a l , j uri dica l , 

a .. d cul tura l re l ati ons among ~11 t h e American s t a t es . 4 

By t he end of - t he Se cond World We.r t h e member s t ates 

4Government Or[-;ani zat i on Manua l ( Wash .:.. n5t on, D. C. : 
eovern:nent _ i n t_ne Off ice , 195Ll-55 ) , p . 535 . 
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of the Union of .. erican :Ee __ ub lic s r each ed t wo mile s t ones 

in t he i r deve lopment : t h ey joined t h e United Yati ons and 

a l s o r eorganized t h eir ovm as s oci a tion . At t he San Fra.n­

ci s co c onferenc e o f 1945 all twenty-one member t a te s , after 

t aki ng a n a ctive ro le in t h e e s t abli sh .. ment of the U. . , 
b ecame cha r ter members o f t h i s organization. "At their 

insi s tence t he art icles of t h e U. N. Cha rter were clarified 
\ 

i n regard to reg ional arrangements; a l s o a new a rti c le wa s 

i nserted recognizing t he i nherent ri g..~t of individual and 

collec t i ve se l f - d efense on the pa1~t of t he nati ons . 11 5 

Facin· t he p rob lem of revamping a nd systema ti zi n g t h eir 

ovm o era tiona_ sy s tem, t .... e Union of Ameri ca n epublics 

r;:1ad e definite pla.ns to~ rard t h e reorgani zation and s trengthen ­

ing of their regiona l i n ter- American organi zati on : here , 

at la s t , was fo rmula ted a charte r for the Or·anization of 

American States . 

"W'nen evo l ved from the fr ui t of vast experience , t h e 

Chc1.rter of the Organization of erican States was signed by 

rep re entatives from t .. e t went y-one merican nations on 

April 30 , 1948 , i n t he city of Bo gota , Colomb ia . 'r ' .. e an 

America n Union t .... e n became t 1.e per manent cen t ra l organ or-

~an for t he organiza tion , a nd a l s o its secretariat. "Thus , 

t .... e "" inth I nternati ona l Conference of ~ merican St a te s had 

concluded it s sessions by appr oving a conc rete wo r k i n p l an 

5r, · · ~ 6 l-lSer , QQ . C l L, .' p . . 



CHAPTE- III . 
Summary of Contemporary Art: 

Conclusion as to t he Rel ati ve Val ue of t he Visual Arts Program 

The eyes of t he New Vorld are no longer f ocused on 

Europe as source and i nspi rati on for all t_1at i s good in 

t he visual ~rts. I n t he ""ast quarter cent ury t here has 

been a remarlrnbl e r i se i n creative i ndependence t hr ough­

out t h e Western Hemi sphere. American arti sts hav e been 

redi scovering t heir own countries and in t __ e p rocess have 

di s covered eac __ ot her . 1. __ ereas i n the past few Cc; red what 

t __ ei r nei ghbors wer e oing , to ay many are eager to know. 

There must be somet h :Lng i n t h e American exper i ence 

vn ic __ r ejects t ho pur suit of t heor y and r evolts agai nst 

cl assific ation. Cubi sm, constr uctivi sm, f utur i sm, sur­

reali sm, and all t e rest are European phenornene.. I n the 

Ameri ca,s, despi te al l ef for t s t o i n them o,,:n, no cl ear l y 

defined art movements hav e emerged. 'l'he i mpression has 

been gai ned t h t t he Pexicans f ounded a school , but in f act 

t h e st rongest characteri stic of these l eaders i s t heir 

i ndividuali ty . There hav e been i sol ated attempt s to 

establish cul ts or schools , but _ew have surviv ed t ~ie be-

gi nni ng st ages . l½uch of the confusi on t hat surrolmds art 

in t he Americas tode.y r esult s fr om attemp t s to t r ace influence 

an_ to f i t i ndi v i dual achievement i nto esta li shed categori es 

ra t L1er t han to accept it si mply on its O\fil terms. 

Thi s i s not t o say that a clearl y reco.ni zable American 

art i s spr i neing up overni ght , devoid of European influence. 
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u i t e t he oppo s ite i s tru e . rha t i s happen i n g , h owev e r , i s 

tha t the a rti s t s of t h e Amer i ca s a r e now t en i ng to a dap t 

wha t t h ey l ea r n to t heir own ne ed s a n d envi ronn1ent. 

I n Latin Ameri ca t oday i nter nati ona l compe titive ex­

h i b iti ons o r open comp e titions to a t t r a ct n e r t a l ent are 

few a nd fa r be t ween. Th ere i s no i nter- America n ga lle ry or 

mu seum i n whi cb. one can ee assem led t h e b est i n c ontempo r a ry 

Lati n Ameri can art . Perhaps t h e clo sest approach t o a com­

preh ens i ve survey may b e s e en a t the Museum of Moder n Art 

in New Yo r k , a nd that i s f ar f rom c ompl ete . 

I n the l i ght o f these circum s t ance s , t h e 9 r o jec ts under­

t aken b y t he Vi sual Art s Section of t he an Ameri can Union 

assume t h e i mp ortanc e of a p i oneer v entur e. The a i m i s 

magnificen t : t o i nd ica te t h e cu rrent s o f f r ee expr ession 

a nd t o assemb l e examp l es of c r ea tive work b y \.mer.:..can arti s t s , 

no t b oun d by academi c t r a it i on or subservi ent to any o t h er 

i nf l uenc e . 

Wh ile there hav e been p revious ex ch a n g e s between c oun tries , 

t h e tr, v e linc; circu i t was f i r s t undertal-en by t h e Pa: _ Amer ica n 

Union . I t a l s o i n troduced t e f i rs t inter- America n v enture 

sp eci f i cally de s i gn ed t o s _ow new d i r e cti on s i n t h e p l a sti c 

a rt s . 

Th e s e proj e cts ca r r ied on b y t_ e Vi sua l Arts Section h a ve 

of ten b e en met with i ndi f fe r ence on t h e ~ar t of t h e pub l i c . 

Conflic t i ng r e c eption s a re t ypica l o f t h e p r e s ent- day c onfu­

sion mone: cri t i c s and pub li c n r e l at i on to t h e v isual arts 

i n a ll the meric s . • i le s ome fe e l t hat a h i deg r ee of 
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ori g i n a lity i s b u i l d ing a g r ea t Amer ican tradition , o t hers 

mainta i n t ha t eviden c es of Eu ropean i n f l uence p r ove that 

t here i s no s uch t h ing as a n Ameri ca n a r t . 

Cu r rent pro grams are dep e nden t on wha t is a va ilable . 

T __ ere a re n e ce ssa r y omi ssions p resen t , but t h ey onl y point 

up t h e need for b u ildi ng ade quate collections as t a lent s 

2_J resent t hems e lves . The j·ob of the Visua l Arts Se c t i on is 

a start , desi gn ed p rimarily to indicate t h e cou rse of free 

expres s ion i n the Ameri ca s . If it s t i mul a tes ac t ivity a mong 

art:L s ts a,nd aro1 ses p ublic i n tere t and enthus i asm , it wi ll 

hav e fulf illed its pur pos e. 
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