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INTRODUCTION

At the outset 1t should be noted that the Section of
Visual Arts has been in existence but seven
fact has resulted in a scarcity of material available for
purposes of research. Conseqguently I have had to rely
almost entirely upon personal interviews with the individuals
responsible for the administration of the visusl arts
program. T

nis, too, has presented 1 rovlems, the most

the difficulty encountered in surmounting

the language barrier in the most important of my interviews.
In addition to this, the limited amount of time and the
yresence of ugeful material in untranslated form both caused
confusion in arriving at a point where all the
information gathered from these sources could be consolidated

[

in a reasonably cohesive, concise, and comprehensive form.
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chapter on the
history and or on of the OAS, with a view towards

creating a settiing in which it would be easier to visualize
the part played by the Visual Arts Sectlion and to therefore

g

judge its relative value to the whole of the inter-American

system as reprezented by the Pan American Union.




CHAPTER I.
The Organization of the OAS

The Organization of American States, an international

4 1~

organization composed of the twenty-one republics of the
Western Hemisphere; namely, Argentina, Bolivlia, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, M
Niecaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States,
Uruguay, and Venezuela, is the product of a continual ev-
olutionary process of inter-American cooperative actilvity

undertalken for the first time more tha v hundred years

period of some

ago. It has been in formal exlstence for a

sixty years, and its close bonds have been malntained

through two world wars and the League of Natlons P
The events leading up to the present Union began at

the time the member latin American republics achieved

their

independence. Due to the many cultural ties, heri-
tages, and common interests between them, 1t was 1lnevitable
that they remained bound to one another.2 The Tirst con-

crete step toward the establishment of an inter-American

organlzation occurred in 1826, when repr ntatives of
some of the new republlics gathered in Panama in answer to

: i

Margeret Kiser, Organization of Ameri
(Washington, D.C.: Pan America 1

2Tpid., p. 1.



2 summons by Simon Bolivar. This laid the groundwork for

9}

the First Conference, which, at the invitation of the U.S.
was held in Washington, D.C. in 1829-90.
It was at this Conference that the continents of North

and South America dedicated themselves to peace and pros-

erity Here, also, was established the International Unilon
of American Republics, whose purpose was to promote cordial
relations among the Americas "through trade relationshins
and publication of information pertalin-
ing to commerce and iniustry."B Although the Conference
to draw up a written constitution or charter (the
s

Union was limited to an existence of a period of ten years,

subject to renewal at that time), the success of such co-

cperative action was not lmpalred by this omission.

These nations made thelr next important move in 1906,

[‘lo

the year of the Third International Conference of American

Hh

11s time all twenty-one republics (excluding
the British, Dutch, and French dependencies in South America
and the Caribbean area and Canada) participated in the con-
Terences and supported a widening program of activities.

3 broadening scope the republics were faced

realized shortly thereafter when the International Union

\N
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pose.

In the same year the Fourth

merican States which met in Buenos Alres
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of the Union of American Hepublics reached two mllestones

in thelr development: they Jolned the United Nations and

also reorganized thelr own association, At the San Fran-
cisco conference of 1945 all twenty-one member states, after

ng an active role in the establishment of the U.N.,
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became charter members of this organization. "At thelr
insistence the articles of the U.N. Charter were clarified

\

Ho

n regard to regional arrangements; also a new article was
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collective self-defense on the part of th nations. "

Facing the problem of revamping and systematizing their

own operational system, the Union of American Republics

made definite plans toward the reorganization and strengthen-
ing of thelr regional inter-American organization: here,

at last, was formulated a charter for the Organization of

American BStates.
When evolved from the fruit of vast experience, the
Charter of the Organlzation of American States was signed by

representatives from the twenty-one American nations on

American Unlon then became the permanent c ral organ or-
gan for the organization, and also its secretariat. "Thus,
the Ninth International Conference of American States had

concluded its sessions by approving a concrete working plan
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. Quite the opposite is true. What is happening, however, 1s
the Americas are now tending to adapt
what they learn to thelr own needs and environment.

In Latin America today international competitive ex-
hibitions or open competitions to attract new talent are
few and far between. There i1s no inter-American gallery or

_LL.

museum in which one can see assembled the best in contemporary

Latin American art. Perhaps the closest approach to a com-

prehensive survey may be seen at the Museum of Modern Art
in New York, and that is far from complete.
In the light of these cilrcumstances, the nrojects under-

he Visual Arts Section of the Pan American Union
assume the importance of a ploneer venture. The aim is

magnificent: to indicate the currents of free expression
and to assemble examples o

~r ,‘&yﬁ,\.,.,: Am T ot pxtﬁ
by Alloli L all Al vl o

not bound by academic tradition or subservient to any other
oJ

While there have been previous exchanges between countries,
the traveling circult was first undertaken by the Pan American
Union. It also introduced the first inter-American venture

show new directions in the plastic

»

These projects carried on by the Visual Arts Section have

ndifference on the part of the public.
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Conflicting receptions are typlcal of the present-day confu-

‘ sion among critics and pukblic in relation to the visual arts

in all the Americas. Whlle some feel that a high degree of
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t American tradition, others

is building a grea

originality 1
maintain that evidences of European influence prove that

there is no such thing as an American art.

Current programs are dependent on what is availlable.
t, but they only »noint

n

as talents

There are necessary omlssions prese
lding adequate collections
2l Arts Section is

-

up the need for bu
the Visu

imulates activity among

present th

a start, deslgned primarily to indicate the course of free
expresslon in the Americas.
tists and arouses public interest and enthusiasm, it will

ar
ave fulfilled its purpose.
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