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FRE . CE 

This study is based upon the Washington Bureau of The St. Louis 

Post-,Dispatgh, with special emphasis on hov this ne,.,,spa per covers a 

Senate session. 

iH 

Through my endeavors I have learned many things and gained valuable 

insights, but t he most enlightening and rewarding di scovery is that 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch is everything that Joseph Pulitzer con­

ceived and dreamed of in 1878, and all he hoped it would remai n vhen 

he made his retirement-farewell address in 1907. 

Many have fantastic dreams, Pulitzer aehieve,d the glorious realization. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE ORIGI ' AND POLIC Y PLllTFORM OF TI BUR AU 

The t , Louis Post - Di spatch, which was established in 1878, erves 

the st. Loui s area , most of issouri, and pa r ts of Illinois and hrkansas. 

It was in 1918 -when the Post-Dispatch completed i ts transition from a 

local to a :national nevspaper, and it was likeYise in the same year t hat 

the Post- Di spatch first sent the l ate Charles G. Ross to Washington es 

its correspondent. Prior to Ross' founding of the now seven- man bureau , 

the Post-Dispatch depended on the N. Y. iorld over night wire for Washing­

ton coverage . The Post-Dispatch through the fearless leader ship of its 

owners, t he Joseph Pulitzers, has evolved into one of the countries 

finest nevspapers . The pl atform of the Post-Dispatch, as cited by 

the .founder, Joseph Pulitzer, in his 1907 farewell addr ess is: 

I know that my r etir ement will make no diff erence in its 

cardinal princ iples ; that it will always fight for progress 

and r eform, never t oler ate injustice or corruption, a lways 

fight de~Bgogues of all parties , never belong to any par ty, 

always oppose privileged classes and public plunderers, never 

lack sympathy with the poor, always r emain devoted to the public 

welfare , never be satisfied with merel y printing news , always 

be dr astically independent, never be afraid to attack wrong , 

whe t her by predatory pl utocracy or pr edatory poverty. l/ 

This pronouncement was l ater adopted and placed in the ~asthead as 

the gui ding statement of Post-D:i:patch policy. This type of dedicatjon 

folloved and expanded under the reign of the late great crusad in editor, 
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O. K. Bovard , vho added this injunction to the Post- Dispatch platfor m: 

"never be satisfied "With merely pri.nting the news . " Y 
'!'he Staff 

''One of Bovard •s prodigie s , Raymond P. Brandt , now heads the 

2 

Washington Bureau and he has as his staff: General Thomas R. Phillips , (r.et. ) 

who is t he military analyst; Marquis • Childs , a columnist syndicated 

by the Post- Dispatch , and a Foreign affairs expert; Richard Dudman, 

whose specialty is t he Atomic E.nergy Comnission; George H. Hall , who is 

at present on a leave of absence to the Orie t ; James Deakin whose beat 

is Capitol Hill - and pr ncipally the Ussouri members of Congress ; 

Edward F . Woods , who handles the Senate and House proceedings; and 

1 rs . Estelle Welsh who covers t he feminine angle as vell , in general, 

'runs the bureau ' '' . -1/ 

"Each man is a specialist , 11 says Brandt , 0 and each, with the excep-

tion of Phillips , can fluctuate into e i t her or any of the fields . We 

don ' t try to cover Washington thoroughl y , 11 Brandt explained , "for an 

afte.rnoon paper it would be impossible to cover all news even if' we had a 

staff of twenty- seven correspondents like The New York Times . Press 

Assoei.ations handle most routine neYs from departir.ents , so we carefully select 

stories 'We are to cover. " Reitera ting, Brandt emphasized , "every ma n in 

the bureau is a good reporter , and i n choosing storie s we consider first 

the St . Louis angle . e are also guided by the Post- Dis retch platform 

which places exposure o f corruption in government high on t he prior ity list . n ~ 

The Location 

The Bureau of t he Post- Di s patch is located at 1028 Connecticut venue 

in the "better business d:i stri.ct" of Washington. The offices have been 
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painted a soft green , fluorescent fixtures give a pleasant diffused light 

and the floors are tile covered which in all gives the sur round1ngs a modern 

touch. The walls are lined with framed pictures of t he newspaper ' s founder 

and of the Washington correspondents taken with I,"SSt Pr esidents and other 

high officials . 

The growth of was ington Bureaus can be attributed to the 

changinP, news trends . I n the 20 1s , Congress was the dominant 

branch of eovernment and drew spec ial attention from the reper t orial 

staff, parttcularly the Senate . But "'hen '.'rankl in D. Roosevelt came 

into power , t he executive branch and 1 ts many ap,e nc ie s r ose t o a 

position of primary importance , and the Supreme Court came into the 

spotl ight. ,ow t he trend i s back to Congressional domina ,ce , 

shar ing staff coverage with t he executive office . 2f 

CH P1'ER II 

COVERING CONG SS 

The Washi ngton Press Corps is a select and highly well-or ganized group 

that border s on the exclusive . 'I heir congres sional act:i vi tes are gover ned 

by a Standing Committee of Correspondents whose . rules ar e laid down for the 

protect ion of the Corps against non- professional and even semi- professional 

activities in the two galleries . Although rules under which 1ashi n ton 

cor respondents operate are of general application , they pl ay so vital a 

part in t he activities of '!'he St, Louis Post- Dispatch staff that they shoul d 

be set forth here : 
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"Some of then are cynical ••• some ar p ssi is tic ••• but vast numbers 

of t hem are thoroughly ing ~-uous, squ aling with delight at each melodramatic 

climax, hissing the villa· ns heartily, and rapturously applauding each 

successive hero, real or bogus . •• 

"Su pose they are not rewarded with much money, or di ,ni ty or fame; 

suppose they are debarred from l iving t.be li fe of a normal man; suppose 

they wield no po1Jer while they last, and cannot last long? hat of it? 

They yell more, sweat more, hiss more, start more tears and gooseflesh 

in the cours of their lives thsn a dozen normal and ordinary men. They 

have a helluva good time. 11 rJ./ 
Hr. Johnson, I felt , souRht o\1t and presented the true inside of a 

reporter' s dr v:ing nfluence and innate force. In t he acquaintanc I made 

wit h the correspondents of the Post- Di spatch I felt this invisible force 

in the zeal in which tbey went about thejr work . 

The force of the nevspaper itsel f was evident in the contacts I made 

through the est-Dispatch. The popularity and prestige it enjoys was appa­

rent, but only because, integrity snioothes many trails. 

In conclusion, I can only add a very pe sonal i nsight, a bit gained 

and benefi tted from only by me ••• an exclamation t hat could pertain to all 

my experience in ashington, - how miraculous is this many- faceted 

governmental process! 
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