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PREFACE

This study is based upon the Washington Bureau of The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, with special emphasis on how this newspaper covers a
Senate session.

Through my endeavors I have learned many things and gained valuable
insights, but the most enlightening and rewarding discovery is that
The St, Louis FPost-Dispatch is everything that Joseph FPulitzer con-
ceived and dreamed of in 1878, and all he hoped it would remain when
he made his retirement-farewell address in 1907,

Many have fantastic dreams, Pulitzer achieved the glorious realization.
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CHAPIER I

THE ORIGIN AND POLICY PLATFORM OF THE BUREAU

The S5t, Louis Post-Dispatech, which was established in 1878, serves
the 5t, Louis area, most of Missouri, and parts of Illinois and Arkansas.

It was in 1918 when the Post-Uispatch completed its transition from a
local to & national newspaper, and it was likewise in the same year that
the Post-Dispateh first sent the late Charles G. Ross to Washington as
its correspondent, Frior to Ross' founding of the now seven-man bureau,
the Post-Dispatch depended on the N.Y. World over night wire for Washing-
ton coverage, The Post-Dispatch through the fearless leadership of its
owners, the Joseph Pulitzers, has evolved into one of the countries

finest newspapers. The platform of the Fost-Dispatch, as cited by

the founder, Joseph Fulitzer, in his 1907 farewell address is:

I know that my retirement will mske no difference in its
cardinal principles; that it will aslways fight for progress
and reform, never tolerate injustice or corruption, always
fight demagogues of &1l parties, never belong to any party,
always oppose privileged classes and public plunderers, never
lack sympathy with the poor, always remain devoted to the public
welfare, never be satisfied with merely printing news, always
be drastically independent, never be afraid to attack wrong,
whether by predatory plutocracy or predatory poverty. 1/

This pronouncement was later adopted and placed in the masthead as

the guiding statement of Post-Dipatch policy. This type of dedication

followed and expanded under the reign of the late great crusading editor,




0.K. Bovard, who added this injunction to the Post-Dispatch platform:
"never be satisfied with merely printing the news." 2/
The Staff

"One of Bovard's prodigies, Raymond P, Brandt, now heads the
Washington Bureau and he has as his staff: General Thomas R. Phillips, (Ret.)
who is the military enalyst; Marquis W. Childs, a columnist syndicated
by the Post-Dispatch, and a Foreign Affairs expert; Richard Dudman,
whose specialty is the Atomic Energy Commission; George H. Hall, who is
at present on a leave of absence to the Orient; James Deakin whose beat
is Capitol Hill -~ and principally the Missouri menmbers of Congress;
Edward F. Woods, who handles the Senate and House proceedings; and
Mrs. Estelle Welsh who covers the feminine angle as well, in general,
'runs the bureau' ". _3/

"Fach man is a specialist,"” says Brandt, "and each, with the excep-
tion of Phillips, can fluctuate into either or any of the fields. We
don't try to cover Washington thoroughly, "™ Brandt explained, "for an
afternoon paper it would be impossible to cover all news even if we had a
staff of twenty-seven correspondents like The Hew York Times. Press
&ssociations handle most routine news from departments, so we carefully select
stories we are to cover," Reiterating, Brandt emphasized, "every man in
the bureau is a good reporter, and in choosing stories we consider first
the St. Louis angle. Wue are also guided by the Post-Dispsteh platform
which places exposure of corruption in government high on the priority list." 4/

The Loecation

The Bureau of the Post-Dispatch is located at 1028 Connecticut Avenue

in the "better business district" of Washington. The offices have been




prainted a soft green, fluorescent fixtures give a pleasant diffused light
and the floors are tile covered which in all gives the surroundings a modern
touchs The walls are lined with framed pictures of the newspaper's founder
and of the Washington correspondents taken with past Presidents and other
high officials.
The growth of Washington Bureaus can be attributed to the
changing news trends. In the 20's, Congress was the dominant
branch of government and drew special attention from the repertorial
staff, particulaerly the Senate, But when Franklin D. Roosevelt came
into power, the executive branch and its many agencies rose to a
position of primary importance, and the Supreme Court came into the
spotlight. Now the trend is back to Congressional dominarnce,

sharing staff coverage with the executive office. 5/

CHAPTER II

COVERING CONGRESS

The Washington Press Corps is a select and highly well-organized group
that borders on the exclusive. Their congressional activites are governed
by a Standing Committee of Correspondents whose rules are laid down for the
protection of the Corps against non-professional and even semi-professional
activities in the two galleries. &lthough rules under which Washington
correspondents operate are of general application, they play so vital a

part in the activities of The St, Louis Post-Dispatch staff that they should
be set forth here:
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