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on him while the batsman, the third strike ball be momentarily 
held by a fielder before touching the ground. Provided, it be 
not caught in a fielder's cap, protector, pocket or other part of 
his uniform, or touch some object other than a fielder before 
being caught. 

Sec. 4. If, after three strikes or a fair hit, he be touched 
with the ball in the hand of a fielder before he shall have 
touched first base. 

Sec. 5. If, after three strikes or a fair hit, the ball be 
securely held by a fielder while touching first base with any 
part of his persOIIl before such base-runner touch first base. 

Sec. 6. If, in running the last half of the distance from 
home base to first base, while the ball is being fielded to first 
base he run outside the three-foot lines as defined in Rule 7, un­
less he do so to avoid a fielder attempting to field a batted ball. 

Sec. 7, If, in running from first to secOIIld base, from sec­
ond to third base or from third to home base, he run more than 
three feet from a direct line between a base and the next one 
in regular or reverse order to avoid being touched by a ball in 
the hands of a fielder. But in case a fielder be occupying a base­
runner's proper path in attempting to field a batted ball, then 
the base-runner shall run out of direct line to the next base and 
behind said fielder and shall not be declared out for so doing. 

Sec. 8. If he fail to avoid a fielder attempting to field a 
batted ball, in the manner described in Sections 6 and 7 of this 
rule, or in any way; obstruct a fielder in attempting to field a 
batted ball, or intentionally interfere with a thrown ball. Pr0+­
vided, that if two or more fielders attempt to field a batted ball, 
and the base-runner come in contact with one or more of them, 
the umpire shall determine which fielder is entitled to the bene­
fit of this rule, and shall noit decide the base-runner out for com­
ing in contact with a fielder other than the one the umpire de­
termines to be entitled to field such batted ball. If a fair hit 
ball goes through an infielder, and hits a runner immediately 
back of him, the umpire must not declare the runner out for 
being hit by a batted ball. In making such decision the umpire 
must be convinced that the ball passed through the infield and 
that no other infielder had the chance to make a play on the 
ball. If, in the judgment of the umpire, the runner deliberately 
and intentionally kicks such a hit ball, on which the infielder 
has missed a play, then the runner must be called out for inter­
ference. 

Sec. 9. If, at any time while the ball is in play, he be 
touched by the ball in the hands of a fielder, unless some part 
of his person be touching the base he is entitled to occupy. 
Provided, however, that the ball be held by the fielder after 
touching him, unless the base runner deliberately knock it out 
of his hand. The ball must be firmly held by the fielder after 
touching the runner. The ball cannot be juggled, even though 
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f
the fielder ~ay retain possession of the ball and prevent same 
rom dropprng to the ground. 

t· Sec. 10. I!, when a fair or foul hit ball ( other than a foul 
1P as defined 1D Rule 46) be legally caught by a fielder such 

ball be legally held by a fielder on the base occupied by th~ base­
r~:er when s1!-ch ball was batted, or the base-runner be teuched 
wit the ball rn the hands of a fielder before he retouch such 
base after such fair or foul hit ball w~s so caught. Provided 
that the base-runner shall not be out in such case if after th~ 
ball vy-as legally caught as above, it be delivered to the bat by 
the pitcher before _the_ fielder ~old it on said base, or touch the 
base-runner out with 1~; but 1! the base-runner, in attemptin 
to reach a base, detach 1t from its fastening before being touchef 
or forc~d out, he shall be declared safe. A base-runner who 
hoods his base on a fly ball shall have the right to advance the 
moment such fly ball touches the hands of a fielder. 

Sec, 11. If, when the batsman becomes a base-runner the 
fir~t base, or the first and second bases, or the first, second' and 
thud bases be occupied, any base-runner so occupying a base 
shall cease _to be entitled to hold it, and may be put out at the 
next ~ase in the same manner as in running to first base or 
b;r bemg touched with the ball in the hands of a fielder at 'any 
time before any base-runner following him in the battin order 
be put out, un~ess the umpire should decide the hit of th~ bats· 
man to be an infield fly, according to Sec. 8 of Rule 51 

Sec. 12.. If a fair hit ball strike him before to~ching a 
fielder, and m such case no base shall be run unless necessitated 
by the batsman becoming a base-runner, but no run shall be 
scored or any _other base-runner put out until the umpire puts 
the ball back mto play. 

Sec._ 13. If, wh~n ~dvancing bases, or forced to return to a 
base, while the_ ball is_ rn play, he fail to touch the intervening 
base, or bases, if any, m the regular or reverse order as the case 
may be, he mar: be put out by the ball being held by a fielder on 
any base he failed to touch, or by being teuched by the ball in 
the hands o_f a fielder in the same manner as in running to first 
base. Provided, that the base-runner shall not be out in sueh 
ease if the ball be delivered to the bat by the piteher before 
the fielder hold it on said base or touch the base-runner with it. 

~ec, 14. If, when th_e umpire call "Play" after the sus· 
pens1~n of a game,. he fail to return to and touch the base he 
oceup1ed w~en "Time" was called before touching the next 
~ase. Provided, t~e base-runner shall not be out, in such case, 
if the ball be delivered to the bat by the pitcher before the 
fielder hold it o,n s~id base or touch the base-runn;r with it. 

. Sec. 15. If, with one or no one out and a base-runner on 
thud base, the batsman interferes with a play being made at 
home plate. 

Sec. 16. If he pass a preceding base-runner before such run· 
ner has been legally put out he shall be declared out immediately. 
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Sec. 17, If, in the judgment of the umpire, the coacher at 
third base by touching or holding the runner physically assists 
him in returning or leaving third base. The runner, however, 
should not be declared out if no play is being made. 

Sec. 18. The base-runner in running to first base may over­
run said base after touching it in passing without incurring 
liability to be out for being off said base, provided he return at 
once and retouch the base, after which he may be put out as at 
any other base. If, after o,verrunning first base, he attempts to 
run to second base, before returning to first base, he shall for­
feit such exemption from liability to be put out. 

Sec. 19. If, while third base is occupied, the coacher sta­
tioned near that base shall run in the direction of home base on 
or near the base line while a fielder is making or trying to make 
a play on a batted ball not caught on the fly, or on a thrown 
ball or a fly ball, and thereby draws a throw to home base, the 
base-runner entitled to third base shall be declared out by the 
umpire for the coacher's interference with and prevention of 
the legitimate play. 

Sec. 20. If one or more members of the team at bat stand 
or collect at or around a base for which a base-runner is trying, 
thereby confusing the fielding side and adding to the difficulty 
of making such play, the base-runner shall be declared out for 
the interference of his team-mate or team-mates. 

Sec. 21. In event a base-runner is trying to score from 
third base on a pitched ball or the "squeeze" play, a "balk" 
and also an "interference" should be called if the catcher runs 
out in front of the plate to catch the ball; and the runner 
shall be allowed to scare and the batsman be entitled to first 
base. The same penalties must be imposed in case the catcher 
pu11hes the batsman out of the way, or tips his bat. 

Sec. 22. DEFINITION OF A "FORC!:D" PLAY. A force-out can 
be made only when a base-runner legally loses the right to the 
base he occupies by reason of the batsman becoming a base­
runner, and he is thereby obliged to advance. 

WHEN UMPIRE SHALL DECLARE AN OUT 
Rule 57. The umpire shall declare the batsman or base­

runner out, without waiting for an appeal for such decision, in 
all cases where such player be put out in accordance with any 
of these rules, except Sections 10, 13 and 18 of Rule 56. 

COACIDNG RULES 
Rule 58, A coacher may address words of assistance and 

direction to the base-runners or to the batsman. He shall not, 
by words or signs, incite or try to incite the spectators to 
demonstrations; and shall not use language which will in any 
manner refer to or reflect upon a player of the opposite club, 
the umpire or the spectators. Not more than two coachers, who 
I1111st be playen in tke uniform of the team at bat, slurll be 
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allowed to occupy the space between the players' and the 
coachers' lines, one near :first and the other near third base, to 
coach base-runners. If there be more than the legal number of 
coachers or this rule be violated in any respect the umpire must 
order the illegal coacher or coachers to the bench, and if his 
order be not obeyed within one minute, the umpire shall assess 
a :fine of $5.00 against each offending player, and upon a repeti­
tion of the offense the offending player or players shall be de­
barred from further participation in the game, and shall leave 
the playing :field forthwith. 

THE SCORING OF RUNS 
Rule 59, One run shaJJ be scored every time a base-runner, 

after having legally touched the :first three bases, shall legally 
touch the home base before three men are put out. Provided, 
however, that if he reach home on or during a play in which 
the third man be forced out or be put out. before reaching :first 
base, a run shaJJ not count. (For definition of a "force-out" 
see Rule 56, Sec. 22.) • 

Umpires and Their Duties 
POWER TO ENFORCE DECISIONS 

Rule 60. The umpires are the representatives of the League 
and as such are authorized and required to enforce each section 
of this code. They shall have the power to order a player, cap· 
tain or manager to do or omit to do any act which in their 
judgment is necessary to give force and effect to one or all of 
these rules, and to inflict penalties for violations of the rules 
as hereinafter prescribed. In order to de:fine their respective 
duties the umpire judging balls and strikes shall be designated 
as the "Umpire-in-Chief"; the umpire judging base decisions 
as the "Field Umpire." 

THE UMPIRE-IN-CHIEF 
Rule 61, Sec. 1. The Umpire-in-Chief shall take position 

back of the catcher; he shall have full charge of and be respon· 
sible for the proper conduct of the game. With exception of 
the decisions to be made by the Field Umpire, as described in 
Rule 62, the Umpire-in-Chief shall render all the decisions that 
ordinarily would devolve upon a single umpire, and which are 
prescribed for '' the umpire'' rn these Playing Rules. 

Sec. 2. He shall call and count as a "ball" any unfair ball 
delivered by the pitcher to the batsman. He shall also call and 
count as a ''strike'' any fairly delivered ball which passes over 
any portion of the home base, and within the batsman's legal 
range, as defined in Rule 31, whether struck at or not by the 
batsman; or a foul tip which is caught by the catcher standing 
within the lines of his position, within 10 feet of the home base; 
or which, after being struck at and not hit, strike the person cxf 
the batsman; or when the ball be bunted foul by the batsman; 
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O'I' any foul hit ball not cau ht 
has two strikes. provided h g on the :fly unless the batsman 
not}~ called o~ counted' a ',o:a_~;,e,r, t~~t t 8: pitched ball shall 
un I it has passed the home plat or s rike,' by the umpire 

Sec. 3, He shall rend b e. • • • 
stances: (1) If the ball i:rhit~e _dec1s!ons rn the following in• 
:ust go to third base to take a p:1r,.b71tk ~ :unner on first, he 

an one base occupied he shall ss1 e ec1s10n; (2) with more 
not a runner on third' leave th of appeal, decide whether or 
caught; (3) in case of a ru:n a _base before a :fly ball is 
and home, when more than er be~ng caught between third 
the decision on the runner ~~=r:tet~s ~ccupied, he shall make 

Sec. 4. The Umpire-in-Chi f e ome plate. 
declare a game forfeited. e alone shall have authority to 

THE FIELD UMPIRE 
. Rule 62. Sec, 1. The Field U • 

tions on the playing field as . h' _mpue shall take such posi-
the rendering of base decisio rn ~ Judgment are best suited for 
first base and second base, a:J· all ~ s~aJl render ~11 decisions at 
thos~ to be made by the Um . .001s1?ns ~t third base except 
Section 3, Rule 61 He h 11 pire-rn-Chief rn accordance with 
:Umpire-in-Chief i~ the :afr alsof ~~ve equal authority with the 
1~ ?~forcing See.tion 4 R;l!g1~ balks". on the pitcher, and 
~1b1trng the use of for~i n ' and Section 2, Rule 30, pro• 
mg , 'freak,, deliveries. g substance on the ball and prohibit-

. Sec. ~- He shall aid the u • , . . 
ID enf_orcrng the rules of the a~;re-rn-Ch!ef ID every manner 
declarrng a forfeiture shall h g and' with the exception of 
pire-in-Chief in fining or rem av_e eq;al authority with the Um­
violate these rules. ovrng rom the game players who 

NO APPEAL FROM DECISIONS BASED ON UMPIRE'S 
JUDGMENT 

. Rule 6S. There shall b 
e1th?r umpire on the ground ~h:~ :ppeal from any decision ot 
clus1ons as to whether a batted b ellwas not .correct in his con­
runner safe or out, a pitched ball a w_as fair or foul, a base­
other play involving accurac of . a stnke or a ball, or on any 
~e~ed_ by him shall be revers!d Judgment, and no decision ren­
it ll! m violation ot one of th' exc;jt that he be convinced that 
have the right to protest a ai:se r es: _The captain shall alone 
on a claim that it is in con1uctt ;:ecision. and seek its reversal 
case the captain does seek WI a section of these rules. In 
on a point of rules the um;i reveri;::l of a decision based solely 
is in doubt, ask bi~ associat:ef ma_ mg the. decision shall, it be 
t~e captain '11 appeal U d or _information before acting on 
p1re eritieize Qr inte~ter! .;f t:o ~rc~stances shall either um­
by his anoeiate. & ecision unless asked to do so 
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DUTIES OF SINGLE UMPIRE 
Rule 64, If but one umpire be assigned, his duties and 

jurisdiction shall extend to all points, and he shall be permitted 
to take his stand in any part of the field that in his opinion 
will best enable him to discharge his duties. 

MUST NOT QUESTION DECISIONS 
Rule 65. Under no circumstances shall a captain or player 

dispute the accuracy of the umpire's judgment and decision on 

a play. 
CLUBS CANNOT CHANGE UMPIRE 

Rule 66. The umpire cannot be changed during a cham­
pionship game by the consent of the contesting clubs unless 
the official in charge of the field be incapacitated from serviee 
by injury or illness. 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE RULES 
Rule 67. Sec. 1. In all eases of violation of these rules, by 

either player or manager, the penalty shall be prompt remO<Val 
of the offender from the game and grounds, followed by a period 
of such suspension from actual service in the club as the Presi­
dent of the League may fix; except, that in event a pitcher is 
removed from the game for violation of either Section 4 of Rule 
14, or of Section 2 of Rule 30, he shall be automatically sus­
pended for a period of ten days. In the event of removal of 
player or manager by either umpire, he shall go direct to the 
elubhouse and remain there during progress of the game, or 
leave the grounds; and a failure to do so will warrant a for­
feiture of the game by the Umpire-in-Chief. 

Sec. 2, The umpire shall assess a fine of $25 against (1) 
the captain who fai1s to notify him when one playeT is substi­
tuted for another; or (2) againtt any player who crosses the 
field in going to the club house after he has been ordered from 
the game or bench. (Player so, removed must go around the 
playing field.) A fine of $5 shall be assessed against any player 
who fails to be seated on his bench within one minute after 
ordered to do so by the umpire. 

Sec. 3. In cases where substitute players show their disap-
proval of decisions by yelling from the bench, the umpire shall 
first give warning. If the yelling continues he shall order the 
offender or offenders from the bench; but in event the dis­
turbance is continued and the umpire is unable to detect the 
offenders, then he shall elear the beneh of all substitute pl9:y­
ers· the captain of the team, however, to have the privilege of 
sen'ding to the clubhouse for such substitutes as are actually 
needed to replace players in the game. 

UMPIRE TO REI'ORT VIOLATIONS OF THE RULES 
Bule 68, The umpire shall within twelve hours alter fining 
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or removing a player from the game forward to the president 
a report of the penalty inflicted and the cause therefor. 

E.ule 69. Immediately upon being informed by the umpire 
that a fine has been imposed upon any manager, captain or 
player, the president shall notify the person so :fined and also 
the club of which he is a member; and, in the event of the 
failure of the person so fined to pay to the secretary of the 
League the amount of said fine within five days after notice, 
he shall be debarred from participating in any championship 
game or from sitting on a players' bench during the progress 
of a championship game until such fine be paid. 

Rule 70. When the offense of the player debarred from the 
game be of a flagrant nature, such as the use of obscene lan­
guage or an assault upon a player or umpire, the umpire shall 
within four hours thereafter forward to the president of the 
League full particulars. 

WARNING TO CAPTAINS 
Rule 71. The umpire shall notify both captains before the 

game, and in the presence of each other, that an the playing 
rules will be strictly and impartially enforced, and warn them 
that failure on their part to co-operate in such enforcement will 
result in offenders being fined, and, if necessary to preserve dis-
cipline, debarred from the game. 

ON GROUND RULES 
Rule 72. Sec. 1. Before the commencement of a game the 

umpire shall see that the rules governing all the materials of 
the game are strictly o,bserved. 

Sec. 2. In case of spectators overflowing on the playing 
field, the home captain shall make special ground rules to cover 
balls batted or thrown into the crowd, provided auch rules be 
acceptable to the captain of the visiting club. If the latter ob· 
ject, then the umpire shall have full authority to make and en· 
force such special rules, and he shall announce the scope of 
same to the spectators. 

Sec. 3. In all cases where there are no spectators on the 
playing field, and where a thrown ball goes into a stand for 
spectators, or over or through any fence surrounding the play­
ing field, or into the players' bench ( whether the ball rebounds 
into the field or not), or remains in the meshes of a wire screen 
protecting the spectatoo:s, the runner or runners shall be entitled 
to two bases. The umpire in awarding such bases shall be 
governed by the position of the runner or runners at the time 
the throw is made. 

Sec. 4. The umpire shall also ascertain from the home cap· 
tain whether any other special ground rules are necessary, and 
if there be he shall advise the opposing captain of their scope 
~nd see that each is duly enforced, providing they do not con· 
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flict witll any of these rules and are acceptable to the captain 
of the visiting team. 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Rule 73. The umpire shall call "Play" at the hour ap· 

pointed for th_e beginning of a game, announce "Time" at its 
legal interruption and declare ''Game'' at its legal termination. 
Prior to the commencement of the game he shall announce the 
batteries, and during the progress of the game shall announce 
each change of players. In case of an overflow crowd, he shall 
announce the special ground rules agreed upon, and he shall also 
make announcement o<f any agreement entered into by the two 
captains to stop play at a specified hour. 

SUSPENSION OF PLAY 
Rule 74, The umpire shall suspend play fo;r the following 

causes: 
Sec. 1. li rain fall so heavily that in the judgment of the 

umpire play should be suspended, he shall note the time of sus­
pension, and H, at the end of thirty minutes, rain shall continue 
to fall, the umpire shall be the sole judge of whether or not re· 
sumption o<f play will be possible, and he alone shall have the 
authority to prolong the suspension or to terminate the game. 

Sec. 2. In case o<f an accident which incapacitates him or 
a player from service in the field, or in order to remove from 
the grounds any player or spectator who has violated the rules, 
or in case of fire, panic or other extraordinary circumstances; 
provided, that in case of accident to a player or players, in 
attempting to make a play on either a batted or thrown ball, 
"Time" shall not be called until, in the judgment M the 
umpire, no further play is possible. 

Sec. 3. In suspending play from any legal cause the umpire 
shall call "Time"; when he calls "Time" play shall be sus­
pended until he calls "Play" again, and during the interim no 
player shall be put out, base be run or run be sc0red. ''Time'' 
shall not be called by the umpire until the ball be held by the 
pitcher while standing in his position, except that this does not 
apply to Section 3, Rule 37, nor does it apply in case of fire, 
panic or storm; or in case of accident to player or umpire. 

FIELD RULES 
Rule 75, No person shall be allowed upon any part of the 

field during the progress of a game except the players in uni­
form, the manager of each side, the umpire, such officers of the 
law as may be present in uniform, and such watchmen of the 
home club as may be necessary to preserve the peace. 

Rule 76. No manager, captain or player shall address the 
Bpectators during a game except in reply to a request for in­
formation about the progress or state of the game or to give 
the name of & player. 

Rule 77, Every club shall furnish sufficient polios force to 
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preserve order upon its own grounds, and in the event of a 
crowd entering the field during the progress of a game, and in­
terfering with the play in any manner, the visiting club may 
refuse to play until the field be cleared. If the field be not 
cleared within 15 minutes thereafter, the visiting club may 
claim and shall be entitled to the game by a score of nine runs 
to none (no matter what number of innings has been played) . 

GENERAL DEFINITIONS 
Rule 78. "Play" is the order of the umpire to begin the 

game or to resume it after suspensien. 
Rule 79. "Time" is the order of the umpire to suspend 

play. Such suspension must not extend beyond the day. 
Rule 80. ''Game'' is the announcement of the umpire that 

the game is terminated. 
Rule 81. "An inning" is the term at bat of the nine 

players representing a club in a game and is completed when 
three of such players have been legally put out. 

Rule 82. '' A Time at Bat'' is the term at bat of a bats­
man. It begins when he takes his position, and continues until 
he is put out or becoones a base-runner. But a time at bat shall 
not be charged against a batsman who is awarded first base by 
the umpire for being hit by a pitched ball, or on called balls, or 
when he makes a sacrifice hit, or for interference by the catcher. 

Rule 83. ''Legal'' or ''Legally'' signifies as required by 
these rules. 

THE SCORING RULES 
Rule 84. To promote uniformity in sco,ring championship 

games the foll owing instructions are given and suggestions and 
definitions made for the guidance of scorers, and they are re­
quired to make all scores in accordance therewith: 

THE BATSMAN'S RECootD 
Rule 85. Sec. 1. The first item in the tabulated scOll'e, 

after the player's name and position, shall be the number of 
times he has been at bat during the game, but the exceptions 
made in Rule 82 must not be included. 

Sec. 2. In the second column shall be set down the runs, 
if any, made by each player. 

Sec. 3, In the third column shall be placed the first base 
hits, if any, made by each player. 

Sec. SA. If in the last half of the final inning, with the win­
ning run on base, the batsman drives home that run, credit shall 
be given him f or as many bases on his bit as the runner advances; 
except, however, that in case of the batsman driving a fair ball 
out of the playing field, he shall receive. credit for a home run. 

THE SCORING OF BASE HITS 
Sec. 4. A base bit shall be scored in the following cases: 
When the ball from the bat strikes the ground on or within 

the forul lines and out of reach of the fielders, provided the 
IDatter reaches first base safely. 
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When a fair hit ball is partially or wholly stopped by a 
fielder in mo,tion, but such player cannot recover himself in 
time to field the ball to first before the striker reaches that 
base or to force out another base-runner. 

When the ball be bit with such force to an infielder or 
pitcher that he cannot handle it in time to put out the bats­
man or force out a. base-runner. In a. case of doubt over this 
class of bits, a base hit should be scored and the fielder ex­
empted from the charge of an error. 

When the ball is hit so slowly toward a fielder that be can 
not handle it in time to put out the batsman or force out a base­
runner. 

In all cases where a base-runner is retired by being bit by 
a batted ball, unless batted by himself, the batsman should be 
credited with a base hit. 

When a batted ball hits the person or clothing of the 
umpire, as defined in Rule 53, Section 6. 

In no case shall a base bit be scored when a base-runn·er is 
forced out by the play. 

When the fielder, after handling a batted ball, elects to try 
to retire a base-runner instead o,f the batter, the play is known 
as '' a fielder's choice.'' In case the runner is retired, or would 
be retired but for an error, the batter shall be charged with a 
time at bat, but no hit. If the runner is not retired, and no 
error is made, the batter shall be charged with a time at bat, 
but no hit, provided he swung at the ball, and shall be credited 
with a sacrifice bit provided he bunted the ball. If, however, 
in the judgment of the scorer the batter could not have been 
retired at first base by perfect fielding, he shall be credited with 
a base hit. 

SACRIFICE mTs 
Sec. 6, Sacrifice hits shall be placed in the summary. 
A sacrifice hit shall be credited to the batsman who, when 

no one is out or when one man is out, advances a runner a base 
by a bunt hit, which results in the batsman being put out before 
reaching first, or would so result if it were handled without error. 

A sacrifice hit shall also be credited to a batsman who, 
when no one is out or when but one man is out, hits a fly ball 
that is caught but results in a run being scored on the catch, 
or would in the judgment o,f the scorer so result if caught; but 
no distinction shall be made in the summary as between bunted 
or fly-ball sacrifices. 

FIELDING RECORDS 
Sec. 6. The number of opponents, if any, put out by each 

player shall be set down in the fourth column. Where the bats­
man is given out by the umpire for an illegally batted ball, or 
fails to bat in proper order, or is declared out on third bunt 
strike, the put-out shall be scored to the catcher. In eases of the 
base-runner being declared ''out'' for interference, running out 
of line, or an infield fly, the ''out'' should be credited to th• 
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player who would have made the play but for the action of the 
base-runner or the announcement of the umpire. 

Sec. 7. The number of times, ul any, each player assists in 
putting out an opponent shall be set down in the fifth column. 
One assist and no more should be given to each player who han­
dles the ball in aiding in a run-out or any other play of the 
kind, even though he complete the play by making the put-out. 

An assist should be given to a player who makes a play in 
time to put a runner out, even if the player who could complete 
the play fails, through no fault of the assisting player. 

And generally an assist should be given to each player who 
handles or assists in any manner in handling the ball from the 
time it leaves the bat until it reaches the player who makes the 
put-out or in ease of a thrown ball, to each player who throws 
or handles it cleanly, and in such a. way that a put-out results, 
or would result if no error were made by a team-mate. 

Assists should be credited to every player who handles the 
ball in the play which results in a base-runner being called 
"out" for interference or forr running out of line. 

A double play shall mea.n any two continuous put-outs that 
take place between the time the ball leaves the pitcher's hands 
until it is returned to him again standing in the pitcher's bro:. 

EBB.ORS 
Sec. 8. An error shall be given in the sixth column for eac:h 

misplay which prolongs the time at bat of the batsman, or pro­
longs the life of the base-runner, or allows a. base-runner to 
make one or more bases when perfect play would have insured 
his being put out. But a base on balls, a base awarded to a 
batsman by being struck by a pitched ball, a balk, a. passed ball 
or a wild pitch, shall not be included in the sixth column. 

An error shall not be charged against the catcher for a wild 
throw in an attempt to prevent a. stolen base, unless the base­
runner advanced an extra. base because of the error. 

An error shall not be scored against the catcher or an in• 
fielder who attempts to complete a double-play, unless the throw 
be so wild that an additional base be gained. This, howeverll 
does not exempt from an error a player who drops a. thrown ba 
when by holding it he would have completed a double play. 

In ease a blll!e-runner advance a base through the failure 
of a baseman to stop or try to stop a ball accurately thrown to 
his base, the latter shall be charged with an error and not. the 
player who made such throw, provided there was occasion for 
it. If such throw be made to second base, the scorer shall 
determine whether the second baseman or shortstop ehall be 
charged with an error. 

In event of a. fielder dropping a fly but recovering the ball 
in time to force a. runner at another base, he shall be exempted 
from an error, the play being scored as a ''force-out.'' 

An error shall be charged to the catcher if he drop a third 
u 
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rike, allowing the runner to reach first base; except that this 
e is not to apply in case of a wild pitch. 

An error shall be charged to the first baseman if, in receiv­
g a throw in ample time to retire the batsman, he fails to 
uch first base. 

STOLEN BASES 
Sec. 9. A stolen base shall be credited to the base-runner 

henever he advances a base unaided by a base-hit, a put-out, a 
elding or a battery error, subject to the following exceptions: 

In event of a double or triple steal being attempted, where 
ither runner is thrown out, the other or oithers shall not be 
redited with a stolen base. 

In event of a base-runner being touched out after sliding 
ver a base, he shall not be regarded as having stolen the base 

• questiOOl. 
In event of a base-runner making his start to steal a base 

priOIJ' to a battery error, he shall be credited with a stolen base, 
nd the battery error shall also be charged. 

In event of a palpable muff of a ball thrown by the catcher, 
hen the base-runner is clearly blocked, the infielder making 

the muff shall be charged with an error and the base-runner 
shall not be credited with a stolen base. 

No stolen base shall be credited to a runner who is allowed 
to advance without an effort being made to stop him. 

DEFINITION OF WILD PITCH AND PASSED BALL 
Sec. 10. A wild pitch is a legally delivered ball, so high, 

low or wide of the plate that the catcher cannot or does not 
stop and control it with ordinary effort, and as a result the 
batsman, who becomes a base-runner on such pitched ball, 
reaches first base or a base-runner advances. 

A passed ball is a legally delivered ball that the catcher 
should hold or control with ordinary effort, but his failure to do 
so enables the batsman, who becomes a base-runner on such 
pitched ball, to reach first base or a base-runner to advance. 

DEFINITION OF RUN EARNED OFF PITCHER 
Sec. 11. A run earned off the pitcher shall be scored every 

time a player reaches home base by the aid of safe hits, sacrifice 
hits, stolen bases, bases on balls, hit batsmen, wild pitches and 
balks, before :fielding chances have been offered to retire the side. 

The pitcher shall be given the benefit oif doubt whenever 
fielding errors are made and in determining the base to which a 
runner should have been held with perfect support on part of 
fielders. A fielding error made by the pitcher shall be con­
sidered the same as any other :fielding error. No run can be 
earned that scores as result of batsman having reached first 
base on a :fielding error Oil' passed ball; nor can any run be 
earned after the fielding side has failed to accept chances 
offered to retire the side. 
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To determine a pitcher's percentage for the season, the 
oital number of runs earned oil' hia pitching 11hall be divided by 

the total number of innings he has pitched; then multiplied by 
nine, to find his average effectiveness for a complete game. 

THE SUMMA.RY 
Rule 86. The summary shall contain: 
Sec. 1. The score made in each inning of the game and 

the total runs of each side in the game. 
Sec. 2, The number of stolen bases, if any, made by each 

player. 
Sec. S. The number of sacrifice hits (including sacrifice 

files), if any, made by each player. 
Sec. 4. The number of two-base hits, if any, made by each 

player. 
Sec. 6. The number of three-base hits, if any, made by each 

player. 
Sec. 6 . . The number of home runs, if any, made by eacll 

player. 
Sec. 7. The number of double and triple plays, if any, made 

by each team, and the players participating in the same. 
Sec. 8. The number of runs batted in by each batsman. 
Sec. 9. The number of innings each pitcher pitched in. 
Sec. 10. The number of base hits, if any, made oil' each 

pitcher, and the number of legal "at bata" scored against each 
pitcher. (The Summary to be in form as follows: "Hits oil' ... 
6 in 4 innings; one man out in 5th.'') 

Sec. 11. The number of' times, if' any, the pitcher strikea 
out the opposing batsmen. 

Sec. 12. The number of times, if any, the pitcher gives 
bases on balls. 

Sec. 13. The number of' wild pitches, if any, charged 
against the pitcher. 

Sec. 14. .The number of times, if any, the pitcher hits a 
batsman with a pitched ball, the name or names of the batsman 
or batsmen so hit to be given. 

Sec. 15. The number of passed balls by each catcher. 
Sec. 16. The time of the game. 
Sec. 17. The name of the umpire or umpires. 

METHOD OF DETERMINING PEROENTAGE OF CLUB 
STANDING AND INDIVIDUAL PLAYER AVERAGES 
1. To determine the percentage of Games Won and Lost, 

divide the total number of' games wcxn and lost into the number 
won. 

2. To determine Batting Averages, divide the total '' Time■ 
at Ba.t" into the total number of base hits. 

3, To determine Fielding Averages, divide the tota.l of 
put-outs, assists and errors into the total of put-outs and assist.a. 

In all cases where the remaining fraction is one half or 
over, a point is added to the average. 
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' Pitchers~~Box 

'' 
'' '' 

DIAGRAM OF DIAMOND FOR BOYS UNDER 16 YEARS 
OF AGE 

As approved by the Joint Playing Rules Committee, 
Chicago, February 10, 1920 

The official dimensions of the diamond for boys under six-
en years old, as 0. K. 'd by the major leagues' rules commit­

ee is as follows: Distance between bases, 82 feet; home plate 
o 'pitching rubber, 50 feet. The o~cial ~all ~s to be not less 
ban 8½ inches nor more than 8¾ mches m circumference and 
hall weigh not less than 4½ nor more than 4¾ ounces. The 
each "Official American League Jr." or the Spalding "Offi· 
ial National League Jr." ball should be used in • all games 

played under these rules. 
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