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PLOT SYNOPSES 

Lysander loves Hermia, and Hermia loves Lysander. Helena loves Demetrius; 
Demetrius used to love Helena but now loves Hermia. Egeus, Hermia's father, 
prefers Demetrius as a suitor, and enlists rhe aid of Theseus, the Duke of Athens, 
to enforce his wishes upon his daughter. According to Athenian low, Hermia is 

given four days ro choose between Demetrius, life in a nunnery, or a death 
sentence. Hermia, ever defiant, chooses to escape with Lysander into the 
surrounding forest. 

Meanwhile, 111 the forest, Oberon and Titania, King and Queen of Fairies, are 
locked in a dispute over o boy whom Titania has adopted. By way of revenge, 
Oberon instructs his servant Puck to bring him a magic elixir, which Oberon will 
sprinkle on the Queen's eyelids as she sleeps. When Titania awakes, the potion 
will cause her to foll in love with the first creature she sees and in this state, 
Oberon plans to convince her to give him the boy. 

Meanwhile, in another port of the forest, Demetrius hos chased after Lysander 
to retrieve Hermia, with Helena hot on his heels, pleading her love. Oberon, 
overhearing Demetrius· rejection of Helena, takes pity upon her and tells Puck 
to place the magic drops upon Demetrius' eyes as well, so that he will fall in 
love with Helena. Puck, however, mistakenly costs the spell on Lysander. When 
Helena stumbles over Lysander in the forest, the spell ,s cost: Lysander now 
loves Helena and renounces a stunned Hermia. 

And in yet ANOTHER port of the forest, a group of craftsmen ore rehearsing a 
ploy to be performed for Theseus and Hlppolyto on their wedding day. Puck 
impishly costs a spell on Bottom, giving him rhe head of a donkey. The terrified 
screams of the other Mechanicals awoke the sleeping Titania (you see where 
rhis is going, right?) and she foils instantly, hopelessly in love with the ass
headed Bo11om. Oberon enjoys this joke, but is less amused when it becomes 
apparent that Puck hos botched the attempt to unite Demetrius and Helena. 
Oberon himself anoints Demetrius with the love potion and ensures that Helena 
Is the flrs1 person he sees. Helena, however, feels that she is being mocked by 
both Demetrius and Lysander (who is still under the influence of the love potion). 

Finally, Oberon decides that all good sports must come to on end. Puck puts the 
four lovers to sleep and gives Lysander the antidote for the love potion so that 
he will love Hermia again when they oil woke up [but the spell is never token 
oH Demetrius ... yeoh, I know: creepy). Next, Oberon gives Titania the antidote, 
the two reconcile and Puck removes the spell from the sleeping Bottom. Theseus 
and Hippolyto arrive to discover the four love, s asleep in the fores I and, over 
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o f Egeus, Theseus invites the two couples to join them back in Athens 
ee couples will be married. Bottom returns to his friends, and they 

· p lay, ''Pyromus and Thisbe." at the wedding feast. As everyone 

lries bestow their blessings on the happy couples. 

re St. Louis; The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis; St. Louis Shakespeare; 
,:t,orographer) and Luis Basantes; Ryan Wood; Lindenwood University's 
vnnel and Work and Learn students 
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TICKETING INFORMATION 

THE Box OFFICE: 

Phone: (636) 949-4433 

Email: Scheidegger@lindenwood.edu 
Groupsales@lindenwood.edu 

Address: lindenwood's J. Scheidegger Center for the Arts 
2300 West Clay Street 
St. Charles, MO 63301 

Hours: Monday - Friday: 1 0:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Saturday: 1 0:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Online: www.lindenwoodcenter.com 

Telecharge 
(800) 447-7 400 
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businesses and 
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for more than 

30 years! 
Steven J. Lang 
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