
Fall/Winter 2011 | The Con!uence | 3

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

� 7KLV�SDVW�VXPPHU�DQG�IDOO�LQ�0LVVRXUL�ZHUH�PDUNHG�E\�PXFK�GHEDWH�RYHU�WKH�VWDWH·V�
economic future and the potential role of trade with China. Part of this was a proposal 

to create an “aerotropolis” in St. Louis to facilitate this commerce with a country that 

is some 10,000 miles, including a very large ocean, away. Still, you have to give folks 

credit for thinking big as they seek to develop a vision for the future.

 No one said that “visioning” was necessarily easy, or that prognosticators are often 

right. Sometimes visions are actions to plan for the future, sometimes they are loftier.  

 In many ways, this issue of the &RQÁXHQFH is about developing visions of the future. 

These articles come from an array of disciplines and periods, but chronicle attempts to 

ÀJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�IXWXUH�FRXOG��VKRXOG��RU�PLJKW�ORRN�OLNH��3HUKDSV�WKH�JUHDW�YLVLRQDU\�
IHDWXUHG�KHUH�LV�8ULDK�/RJDQ�5HDYLV��VKRZFDVHG�LQ�'UHZ�9DQGH&UHHN·V�´¶$�1HZ�2UGHU�
RI�7KLQJV·��6W��/RXLV��&KLFDJR��DQG�WKH�6WUXJJOH�IRU�:HVWHUQ�&RPPHUFLDO�6XSUHPDF\�µ��,Q�WKLV�LVVXH��\RX�FDQ�UHDG�WKH�
words of the man who thought the United States capital ought to be moved from Washington, D.C., to a place more 

FHQWUDO�LQ�ERWK�JHRJUDSK\�DQG�FRPPHUFH³VD\��6W��/RXLV���%\�WKH�ZD\��5HDYLV�ZDVQ·W�WKH�RQO\�RQH�WR�KDYH�VXFK�ORIW\�
aspirations for the region; St. Louis and Missouri submitted a proposal to the United Nations at the end of World War II 

to have the UN located near Weldon Springs—a region with “so much America around it” and about halfway between 

WKH�ZRUOG·V�WZR�JUHDW�WURXEOH�VSRWV�RI�-DSDQ�DQG�*HUPDQ\��
� �,Q�D�GLIIHUHQW�YHLQ��-DQH�'DYLV·�´&RQWUDEDQG�&DPSV�LQ�6W��/RXLV��$�&RQWHVWHG�3DWK�WR�)UHHGRPµ�H[SORUHV�IHGHUDO�
HIIRUWV�WR�PDQDJH�WKH�ZDYHV�RI�UHFHQWO\�IUHHG�VODYHV�SRXULQJ�LQWR�8QLRQ�DUP\�LQVWDOODWLRQV��7KHVH�DUP\�RIÀFHUV�DW�SODFHV�
OLNH�%HQWRQ�%DUUDFNV�LQ�6W��/RXLV�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�ÁRRU�RI�ÀJXULQJ�RXW�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�IUHHGPHQ�LQ�IRUPHU�VODYH�
VWDWHV��6LPLODUO\��'DYLG�6WUDLJKW�GRFXPHQWV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�DQG�H[SDQGHG�SRVW�RIÀFH�DV�SDUW�
of a process of managing change as well. By the time this new facility was opened on the riverfront in the 1850s, St. 

Louis was growing rapidly—its population had doubled every decade from 1810 to 1840, then again by 1845—which 

required developing ideas about the future of needed services and infrastructure.  Like their Union army counterparts, 

HDUO\�SRVWPDVWHUV�OLNH�$UFKLEDOG�*DPEOH�KDG�WR�SODQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RQ�WKH�Á\�
� $QQH�%R[EHUJHU�)ODKHUW\�H[DPLQHV�D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQG�RI�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�SUREOHP�YLVLRQLQJ�LQ�KHU�DUWLFOH��´*DPEOLQJ�
on the Economic Future of East St. Louis: The Casino Queen.”  When the Casino Queen opened on the East St. Louis 

riverfront just south of the Eads Bridge, it was hailed as an economic godsend of sorts, creating jobs for people and 

revenue for an impoverished city government. Flaherty addresses the question of success—did the plan do what it was 

supposed to do?

� /DVWO\��4XLQWD�6FRWW·V�SKRWR�HVVD\�RQ�0LVVLVVLSSL�5LYHU�ZHWODQGV�LQYLWHV�UHDGHUV�WR�WKLQN�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�
Father of Waters. Through these compelling images and text, Scott examines the changes in the river borne of the work 

of humans, leading one to ponder the future of the waterway.
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