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io l'he 

Geiltlomen- ~he Public UllllOWlcement of my uwno ao a candidate for 

Cou.i:treau on the •hi~ t icKot , lays me uuder o.n obliguti on , •;hile I 

respectfully solicit your 8uffrogea , to set before you oo much of 

!!!Y political creed a~ , 111 emble yo12 to vote for or aP.ainot mo un

derstandingly . As a reoreaouta ti ve in Congress oa ht to serve a~ u 

fui thful meJiwn bet ieen his constituents und the .Federal ..1ove1·nmeut , 

and muy huve very important d~ties to perform in that relatlou , I 

will r lrst let you know ho i I sta11d ooli tioc1lly affected Lo ~urd the 

pro~out Adminlstrutiou at ,ashlngtou. I clai m affinity 1th the greut 

Rep1blioa.n ,big fumlly , Wld profess to be a big in the most comoreheJ

sive moaning of the term; conuequentlJ , l. um opposed to any increut1e of 

·:xecutl ve po'lrnr a11d po. t rouo.ge , oeyond Hhu t the 00111:Jti tutiou clearly ul

lo N~ ; o.nd to any measures teudl n~. directly or indirectly, to ~uch iu

creauo ; ~nd to o.ny men ~ho advocute a ch measl1res . 

I om, therefore , pol1 tlcally oopoaed to the men iho no\~ couduct 

oar notiouul affairs . an< ho ~ coudLlcteu them for the lust ten years , 

oocu.use I be lle ve they have assumed w1d exercised 00l'1tu·a not w.lo ied by 

the Coust1 tlltlon, and ,'lhlch are dangerous to our li bertios; becu.ise oome 

of their favor i te measures have a decided tendency to increase their 

power to a n extent otill more dan eroua e.nd alarmin~; aimiuR'. as I be

lieve , at the poasesaion aud control , not only of the latiouu.l Purse , 

wider the docel tful ~1.1iae or their Sub - Tr easury :3che .. c , ULlt aluo of the 

Nat lonu.l dword , under the ore teuce of a ri llinR two hundred L ho :.rnand 

militia!!!£!!, a.s a Uat ional .,aurd ; beca se t hey have greatly iuoreaaecl 

the expo,1sea of "overnmen t umoceaa ri J./ , md have .as tc.J &id lost , by 

negligence , ;.:iuny millions of the peoplea ' e money/ beau. se they employ 



t:...iJ 

many dishonest , unqualified and diaquuli f iod men in the ou.blic ouy , 

who render no other thun oarty services , and diumiss v.ud ref:.tso t o 

em-oloy faithful and efficient rnon . oonfeasodly uecauae they wi ll 11ot 

make ·1 t their f'lrat and nrincinal duty to render servile party ser

vice and obodicuce ; und bece. se they havo , in aw.u.,y othor thin a , 

ab11~e.1 Lne conficleuce of the honest votor a ho coutributeu to p uce 

the,n in office , auc1 aavo t1tterly fai led ao to admi11iater the overn

meut u.s to oromote the orosperity, ocurity , and ha>oiuea of the 

people . u.ch errors aud e.b;1oea l li i ll ass u-odly · e ul l la.uful means 

in my po eJ." to correct and counteract , wbethor in or out of ConP;rei:,a , 

he ther eunct:ionod by • .. . Jun Duren or rr . Harrioou , or oy any other 

person. 11t , since the oreaeut dminlstre. tion 1111 not ubundou their 

Anti - Demoorat.ic , Auti - hi~ mouuuros , 1 am aecldeuly in favor of auau

don1uC? them; and to that end I coun t. o exert ull fair nno honon1\,le 

means thAt I um oble to aJe , ~o promote the e outlon of our old friend, 

illiam Henry Hurri3011 , of Ohio , to the next Preul<lcncJ , in the fall 

belief that h i s ,ell tried opublicuu prinuiolea , ~bl li ty ano inte

grity , do ·ell entitle him to our confidence and ooruinl aoport ; aud 

th t the intere~t of the est , eepociull y the protoction of the fron

tier settlements of Mi a ourl , call loudly and emphatically upon ua for 

thi S cht1Il"8 . 

As it i:a my i nteution, oo:caonall y , to pay my respectu to as many 

of yoa e.~ I po.Jaibl y cun before the elec tion , md shall be happy to 

avail myself of every fit occasion tbot may offer , to explain und 

ju.stify the itep .1bllcan hig rinc i plea upon which I m:1luly be.ea my 

hopes and ex'Oectatlons of y ou.r uoport , I noo not,. in this address , 

enter so minutely into my views , and opinions of publio measures , as 

I aholll. d feel \JoUtld to do under other circumstances. J.'bere ore l::lOme 



subjects , ho.rnver . tht:1t I c"'nnot prooorl .f omi t t o not i ce o.t t.bi a 

time . b~t I shull do it _vary oriefly. 

The Paol ic Luuds- Uy wish has ever beeu to see these lo.nds so dio

po ::3e~ of as to 1.ucilit!lte wia uccompl iclh their actu.o.l aettlemeut--

so that every citi?.en cleslri llf! it may occu.py and cultivate his own 

land . To effect .. his . 11th me a favorit.o subject . I cu.re not how 

lo J the price , o r how ooay t ho t e r ms , eepeoinlly on our o~n frontiers . 

Interna l Imorovemonts .- I have always been in favor of a liberal and 

well dicectoc ayutem to be eAe c utod at tho Nut ionu.l expenae , limited . 

however , to objects strictly of u n~t ion~l character , in :hich light 

I consider reat leading roads , (1licludin~. of course , the greut 

Cumberlsnd road , ) und a ll o~r reut riv~r~. 

Tho Q_~ncy.- It' oy any vote or a.1?ency of mine . I can over aid in 

rosto ring to the community a. s-oeci e ana paper curr ency , such au ,ie 

eujoyed under the influence of our late :ifot lonnl Dank , I ~boll s u-e

ly do it . 

01.lI' Indlun wid ~roatier Atfaira.- Seven year~ uro , in ruy published 

address to vhe Pooplo of Aissour i , I oxpre~3oJ myself ou this im

portant s ;.ib joct ln the follo .'i ug le.n"aage : 

"That thero _are very great defects in the system that ha3 for 

many years been purs ,1ed in t hiu brunch of the public service , I u.:n 

wel l convi nced--- defoota , that in my c.nprehen~ion, are rapidly p1•0 -

daoin~ a train of evils. that if uot soon coWlteracted t,y au intelli

gent coarse of legislation mu~t , at 110 d lstuut pt rl.o , involve t he 

Union i n an immenue expeuso 01' money , aud the f1•011Llt.rs in deetrt1ctive 

,ars , or which. those of i ~~ouri m st ultlm~tely nufier the roater 

share . It is i ncumbent on t hose ·1ho may represeut you. iu Co~redd , 

to look .,ell to t.hiu i11tert.?.;t i11 sabjec., ; to a.cqauiut them2ol V03 with 



,-

all its details aud oourin~s . that thoy muy oe qualified to act , 

thereon iu 3our t>ohulf , ~•1 ~h the prompti t de , inflt1ence and ef

ficiency that cun re~ult from o.. cle r intolli ,.enco ouly." 

Such were my vie.is aeven yes.rs a o on this 3ubject , and they 

ha ve boa11 cou.L'irmed and streu theuoO uy 8Ubsequ.eut experience. 

Let us , then , fello - citizen~ , seiHe thi ~lden opportunity 

to call to our assistance , in thi~ critical conclition of or fron

tier affairs , the venerable nutrio t , who , by his great experience 

as :ell uu his ;e~teru feeli~, is or all men li vin,., ooat qaali

fied to mUlillge our I11diW1 relt.t.lous fo1· our sofoty , o.rnl t.ho pormu

nent good o ull con<;erned . .i.'he mune of Hurriuon io itself oa ~ 

to er of strcu~th tbrou bout tho indinn triboe; hilst that of urt in 

'J'o.n o.reu , os you must oe a~are , is unknown ano uni.eeoen. 

'l'he r.fil-Of'fice . - Thia department evidently needs o. thorouF;h over

haulimt Wld rcfo .cm. It i !::1 uo-: o penly o.nd ovoweclly ueeti by the Admill

istru t ion as a party engine; o.nd us thus sed , is fi::.r nore ciu11 ei.-ou.s 

to the pablic liberty , in my vie. , thon u hundred ·etional Bunc~ , 

Wlder the control· of Con ress , could be. 

I aolomuly oromiso you , gsutlemeu , thut ii elected , 1 Jill exert 

myself pereovoringly to efiect thi~ most necesuury retorm; w1d also to 

obt&in a reduction of tho oresent rates ou lottera and newspaoeru; so 

that u rnore free , more secure , aud le s expen:Ji ve interco w·se UC'lOll: 

tho Jeoole , may be enJoyocl throu.~h the agency of this department . 

Salt . - ',hatcver cu.n u.no o ht to be done to ensure a. plentiful and 

obeap suoply of ~ood pure salt throu~hout the 3tate , especially if 

procl ced f rom our o.m abandant resources , shall al ,ays ht1ve my hoarty 

aid uno support- 1.-nd ulthough the revenue aris ing froo the present 

dut; ou imported salt ( ouly s 1.A cents por :,6 powi J. ) cu111io t be 



opared at this : l ~e , ea Ur . Van Buren ' s 1iuunoi~l ao viaors have t old 

us , wo :nay conildont ly expect its repeal under the more oconomica l 

Administration of 3enernl Hn.rrlscn . 

Abol1t ioniom.- ~his 2llly, thouRh ml chlevous hu:bag , nover he.a re 

ooi ved , nor ever can rece ive , the leaot suppcrt or ooantemuioe from 

me. 

A reelooncc of thirty- fl ve yours 111 ~uaaouri , 0 1 v,hich t euty 

\7ere employed on the frontiers in 1.he pllblio aervice , have identified 

my Ycrdly 1ntereate \11th hers , inseparably . And should you think poo

por , gentlemen , to honor me on this oconsion by aocepti1~ my sarvices , 

I think I muy venture the o.saurence thut you oh.all have them; the 

beat thu t I um ca:e.-c.ble of renderillg; t1nd i vid Ol1 w1 t h , and uninfluenced 

by nny of ~he 11 ttlc. , intrlg11l 1~ , .Jelfish , party poll tlcs of the day . 

I am reopectf~llJ , 

Your obed 't setv ' t , 

G. C. Sibley 

Lindon ood , St . Charles co ., June , 1840 

Sibley Mas . V. Ill 
j i asou.r i Hlatoricol Society 
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