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Editor’s Introduction 

 

This is the thirteenth year of the Missouri Policy Journal, which continues to grow. 

In 2024, the journal was added to EBSCO, which helped to increase its reach. Last 

year, articles were downloaded almost 5,000 times on five continents. In 2024, a 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch article referenced one of our articles. The five articles in 

this issue cover various topics important to Missouri, but also have implications for 

other states. 

Ivy Shen’s article on education policy addresses some of the historical 

development of education within Missouri, extending back to the Missouri 

Constitution of 1820, including its relationship to religion, public financing, and 

teacher education. This article gives insight into the changes that have taken place 

and provides a perspective that educational policies, which have changed over 

time, are still prone to change in the present. Broadband access and virtual learning 

may lead to more changes. 

Jason Sides’ and James A. Newman’s article compares the growth of St. Louis and 

Louisville, Kentucky. Examining “the economic trajectories” of both cities can 

provide helpful information for governing and policy planning. The author chose 

Louisville to compare with St. Louis because “[it] shares a similar scale of regional 

influence.” 

Sydney Lamb and Kristen Sobba address cyberbullying in their article. COVID-19 

and the lockdowns associated with trying to contain the virus impacted students 

and their behavior before and after the pandemic. The authors discuss the case of a 

Missouri high school student who was subjected to cyberbullying, which led to her 

suicide. One of their observations is that “grade levels in school and bullying 

behavior coincided with one another as age and cyberbullies actions increased 

together.” 

Grant Shostak addresses the specific category of teaching adults, andragogy, and 

how understanding concepts related to this type of teaching can help restore 

confidence in the United States Supreme Court. His approach is to look at the 

Missouri Supreme Court, and he concludes, “The Missouri Supreme Court 

provides a model for the United States Supreme Court to build public trust.” 
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Finally, Rana Jordan and Hisako Matsuo address the contentious issue of Roe v. 

Wade being overturned. One of the points they raise is that “Trust and information 

sharing with healthcare providers will worsen with Roe’s overturning.” This article 

does not precisely focus on only Missouri but raises broader implications for issues 

interrelated with abortion, such as birth control and maternal health.  Although we 

aim to publish articles that address Missouri, we know that some topics can 

address issues of concern to Missouri policymakers and citizens alike. However, 

the articles may not specifically focus on just Missouri, as is the case with the 

Jordan and Matsuo article. 

We are interested in receiving manuscripts or emails proposing articles. Please 

have a look at our Guidelines for Authors, which provide information on our 

journal’s format. Manuscripts should be submitted in Word. Furthermore, we use 

Turabian style, based on the Chicago Manual of Style, and footnotes are placed at 

the bottom of pages. It is recommended that authors look at past issues of the 

journal to become familiar with our footnote format. In addition, brief abstracts 

need to accompany manuscripts. 

Submit both manuscripts and inquiries to: 

Joseph A. Cernik 

mpjeditor@yahoo.com 

 

Joseph A. Cernik, PhD, Editor 

Missouri Policy Journal 

 

 

mailto:mpjeditor@yahoo.com

