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Dean's Message

Celebrating Achievement, Embracing Summer,
Looking Forward: A Message From the Dean

Dear COEHS Community,

As we close the books on another academic year, |

find myself filled with gratitude, pride, and genuine

optimism for what lies ahead. Although difficult at times, this has also

been a year of remarkable achievement, steady progress, and countless
moments that remind us why we chose careers in education and human
services. As we transition into the summer months, | want to take a moment
to reflect on our accomplishments, celebrate our graduates, thank our
departing colleagues, and look forward to the exciting work that awaits us.



A Year of Achievement and Growth

This academic year has been filled with accomplishments, both large and
small, that collectively represent the tremendous dedication and excellence
that define our college. Our faculty have delivered exceptional instruction
across various modalities, adapting to student needs while maintaining
rigorous academic standards. Our staff has provided critical support that
enables every aspect of our operation, from advising students through
complex decisions to managing the intricate details that keep our programs
running smoothly. Our students have demonstrated resilience, curiosity,
and commitment to becoming the educators, counselors, social workers,
and human service professionals our communities desperately need.

Many great things happened this year. We successfully navigated challenges
to resource allocation, launched an innovative doctoral program, expanded
clinical partnerships, and strengthened our connections with schools and
community organizations. We welcomed new colleagues who have already
made significant contributions, and we watched established faculty and
staff continue to elevate their work. Our students excelled in coursework,
field experiences, and clinical practice, consistently demonstrating the
knowledge, skills, and dispositions that will make them transformative
professionals.

We can be genuinely proud of what our students have achieved. They have
completed demanding coursework, passed licensure examinations, earned
certifications, conducted meaningful research, and engaged in hundreds of
hours of clinical and field experiences in schools, agencies, and community
settings. They have juggled professional responsibilities, family
commitments, and academic demands with grace and determination. They
have supported one another, learned from one another, and built a
community of practice that will sustain them throughout their careers. Their



achievements are our achievements, and their success is the ultimate
measure of our effectiveness as an institution.

Celebrating Our Graduates

This week, we have the distinct honor and joy of celebrating our graduates at
commencement. Watching our students walk across that stage, doctoral
candidates, master's degree recipients, and undergraduate completers, is
always one of the highlights of my year. Each graduate represents countless
hours of study, sacrifice, and growth. Each represents families who
supported them, faculty who taught and mentored them, and a community
that believed in their potential.

Our graduates are moving on to do great things. They will step into
classrooms as teachers who will shape young minds and open worlds of
possibility. They will serve as school counselors who will guide students
through challenges and help them discover their strengths. They will work as
clinical mental health counselors providing essential support to individuals
and families navigating life's difficulties. They will advocate as social
workers for vulnerable populations and work to create more just and
equitable systems. They will lead as administrators, innovate as
instructional technologists, and specialize in areas from gifted education to
early interventions.

We look forward to hearing all about the impact they will have on our
community and beyond. Our graduates carry with them not only degrees
and credentials but also the values, commitments, and sense of purpose
that we have worked to cultivate throughout their time with us. They join a
proud network of COEHS alumni who are making profound differences in
schools, agencies, organizations, and communities across the region and
around the world. Their work will ripple outward in ways we may never fully
know: a child whose trajectory is changed by an excellent teacher, a family



supported through crisis by a skilled counselor, a community strengthened
by dedicated social services professionals.

Summer Work Ahead

While summer brings a well-deserved respite from the intensity of the
academic year, the work of our college continues. Faculty will engage in
scholarship, curriculum development, and preparation for fall courses. We
have a COEHS study abroad trip heading to beautiful Italy. Staff will process
summer enrollments, prepare new student orientations, update systems
and processes, and handle the essential administrative work that enables
seamless operations when the fall semester begins. Many of our colleagues
will teach summer courses, supervise clinical experiences, and support
students working toward degree completion. The work never ends, and the
impactis lasting.

This summer work, though often less visible than the bustling activity of fall
and spring semesters, is essential to our continued excellence. It represents
the behind-the-scenes preparation, reflection, and innovation that position
us to begin the next academic year with clarity, energy, and readiness. Thank
you to everyone who will be working through the summer months to
advance our mission and serve our students. Your dedication does not go
unnoticed or unappreciated.

Gratitude and Farewell

As is inevitable in academic life, we will be saying goodbye to several
colleagues over the coming weeks and months. Some are retiring after
distinguished careers in education. Others are moving to new opportunities
that will allow them to grow professionally and personally. While the reasons



for their departures vary, what remains constant is the tremendous impact
they have had on our college, our students, and our shared work.

To our departing colleagues: You have shaped programs, mentored
students, contributed ideas, solved problems, and made this college better
through your presence. You will be missed; your expertise, your
perspectives, your collegiality, and your commitment to excellence. We wish
you well in whatever the future holds for you. We hope you will stay
connected to our community and that you will always consider COEHS a
part of your professional home. Thank you for everything you have
contributed.

Our Essential Work in Uncertain Times

As we close this academic year and look toward the next, | am acutely aware
of the challenging context in which we operate. We live in times marked by
political division, social fragmentation, economic uncertainty, and cultural
anxiety. Education and human services are sometimes undervalued,
frequently misunderstood, and occasionally attacked. The work can feel
overwhelming, the challenges daunting, the progress frustratingly slow.

Yet education remains a constant in uncertain times. In our college, we
provide the stability, possibility, and aspirations for those we serve. We
prepare professionals who will teach children to read, think critically, and
imagine different futures. We train counselors who will help individuals heal,
grow, and find meaning. We develop social workers who will advocate for
justice and support the most vulnerable. We cultivate leaders who will
improve schools, strengthen communities, and create conditions for human
flourishing.



We are needed now more than ever in this fractious world. When institutions
are questioned, and social bonds weaken, education becomes even more
essential. When communities fracture and understanding breaks down, the
professionals we prepare become bridges. When despair threatens and
inequity persists, our graduates become agents of hope and change.

So, stay true to your work and the impact you have; it is immeasurable. You
may never know the full extent of your influence. The student you advised
who almost gave up but persevered. The teacher candidate you mentored
who will go on to inspire thousands of children over a career. The research
you conducted that informed better practice. The policy you helped shape
that improved conditions for students or peers. The colleague you
supported who needed encouragement at a critical moment.

Your work matters. Your commitment matters. Your excellence matters. And
on behalf of our students, our community, and all those whose lives will be
touched by the professionals we prepare, thank you.

For now, please enjoy a restful and rejuvenating summer. Spend time with
family and friends. Travel, read, pursue hobbies, rest. Return in August
refreshed and ready for another year of meaningful work.

Thank you, everyone, for an exceptional year. It is an honor to serve as your
Dean.

With gratitude and warm wishes for a wonderful summer,

Daniel Kirk, Ph.D.

Dean, College of Education and Human Services



Congratulations to Our Students and Graduates!

Faculty had the opportunity to attend both the April 12th Honors Convocation and

May 9th Commencement Ceremony, where they enjoyed the time to congratulate
students on their dedication to excellence within their programs of study, and to
wish our graduates well as they complete their time here at Lindenwood.

Jodi Petersen Wins at Staff Awards



COEHS Field and Clinical
Experiences Coordinator,
Jodi Petersen, was
presented with the
student-nominated First
Year Impact Award during
the April 2026 Faculty and
Staff Awards ceremony!

Jodi was honored for her
dedication to providing
students with the support

2025-2026

they need to successfully place in their practicum, making the process seamless.

as a devoted

COEHS Student Senator Wins

Best Senator Award

We are thrilled to
share that our
Student Senator for
the 2025-2026
School Year, Allison
Higgins, received
the award for Best
Senator at this
year's Lindenwood
Student
Government
Awards Ceremony!
Allison has served




senator for our college this year, implementing new
and relevant ideas for positive change within our
college.

Promoting Our Programs

Dr. Alex Tripamer and Claudia
Lopez, Coordinator, Recruitment,
Partnerships and Placements, have
spent the Spring semester traveling
to conferences, career fairs, and K-
12 employee wellness days! From
the "Grow Your Own" Conference
in Jefferson City to career fairs at
Normandy High School and LINDENWOOD
Certification Pathway Events at the EDUCATION

Special School District, this

dynamic duo has been diligently

spreading the College of Education

and Human Services' name across

the state.



Certification Corner DESE Updates

Are you seeking completion of a DESE certification? DESE requires the
current certification criteria to be met. Please reach out to
certifications@lindenwood.edu with any questions about current
requirements.

Missouri

= DPEPARTMENT OF ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY

| EDUCATION.

DESE Updates

o Effective April 15, the DESE Certification Call Center will have new
hours. It will be open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday and be closed on Tuesday and Thursday. Call Center
personnel answer emails five days a week.


mailto:certifications@lindenwood.edu

e An additional Praxis option is available for certification in Middle
School Social Studies. The exam--Middle School Social Studies
(5589) has a cut score of 137, requires no written responses, and
costs $116. Candidates for Middle School Social Studies certification
will have the option of taking either 5089 or 5589 through August 31,
2026, when 5089 will expire.

Outstanding Faculty Award Nominees

The NCAA Student-Athletes nominated Dr. Alli Klouse (adjunct professor) and Dr.
Alex Tripamer for the Outstanding Faculty Award at this year's NCAA ROARs
Awards. It was extremely special to have two COEHS professors included in the
five total faculty members who were nominated. The ROARs are hosted by the
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC), and the student-athletes nominate
and vote on the winner of this award each year. Alli and Alex attended the
ceremony, which was held on Monday, March 30 at the J. Scheidegger Center. It
was a great evening to recognize the hard work of our student athletes and
demonstrate our support for them!



Italy Study Abroad: We’re Ready to Go!

After more than a
year of planning,
Drs. Alex Tripamer
and Rebecca
Panagos depart for
Venice, Florence,
and Rome with
Library Manager
Leah Rosenmiller
and twelve students.
Highlights of the trip
include touring the
Vatican, Accademia,

Duomo, Frescoes,
Colosseum,

Bottom left to right: Ally Spalding, Megan Schemansky, Basilicas. Art and

Hannah Smith, Mary Doll; second row: Teresa Rodriguez, Architecture, along
Anna Ince, Bella Hays, Emile Stabile; third row: Mia with a Gondola Ride
Tabacchio, Hailey Vandiver; fourth row: Leah Rosenmiiller, and Cooking Class

Rebecca Panagos, Alex Tripamer. on Making Pasta in

Florence. They will
sing Happy Birthday
in Italian to Hannah
in Florence and
Teresa in Rome,
returning to STL May
28",

Students Present Exploratory Research Poster at LU Showcase




Bailey Lusch, student from EDU 34100HYBD and Sydney Goforth, Vice President
of LU Student Council for Exceptional Children presented their Exploratory
Research Posters at the LU Showcase on April 23rd, teaching their peers
strategies for creating an inclusive classroom and teach students of all

abilities. Dr. Panagos plans to publish their creative classroom tools and games in
Digital Commons for EC-grade 12 teachers to freely access for their own
classrooms. Bailey presented classroom strategies for students with Other Health
Impairments. Sydney presented strategies for success for students with Visual
Processing Disorders.

Chasing The Greenlight

Promiise of The Americ.

Bailey Presenting Other Health Sydney and Dr. Panagos
Impairments

Dr. Tripamer Attends New Student “Signing” Ceremony




Earlier this month, Dr. Tripamer attended the signing ceremony for incoming
freshman, Kate Landewee. Kate is graduating from Kearney High School, outside
of Kansas City. She will begin her journey at Lindenwood this fall as an early
childhood major and will also pitch on the Women’s Softball Team. Kate
participated in the Kearney School District’s “Grow Your Own Teacher” program
where she took a Foundations of Education course and logged over 300
observation hours in one of the district’s elementary schools. Joining Kate at her
signing ceremony were her immediate family and Dr. Tripamer. We are excited to
welcome Kate to the COEHS and LU community!

Kate Landewee

Educational Leadership Students

Recognized at Honors Convocation




The following students were recognized for their academics, leadership, and
contributions to the profession at the Lindenwood University Honors Convocation

on April 12, 2026.

ALVIN M. FRANCIS AWARD IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Winner: Bernetta Matory

This award is given to a first-generation graduate student
from rural roots. The student receiving this award has
consistently demonstrated leadership traits of good
character, including honesty, wisdom, fairness, vision,
creativity, approachability, academic competency, and
administrative excellence. The Alvin M. Francis family
established this award to honor the memory of Alvin M.
Francis, a professional administrator, who held up the
belief that rank does not confer privilege or give power, but
imposes an awesome responsibility on those who have
been blessed with the opportunity to lead.

FRANCIS AND ELIZABETH HUSS GRADUATE AWARD IN
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION

Winner: Tiffany Hunter

This award is given to the graduate student who has
demonstrated outstanding academic achievement,
leadership, and potential as a professional school
administrator. Dr. Francis Huss, a retired educator, and



Mrs. Elizabeth Huss, a life member of the Lindenwood
University Board of Trustees, are benefactors of this award.

LARRY DOYLE OUTSTANDING DOCTORAL STUDENT IN
EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION HONORS AWARD

Winner: Joe Casey

This award, given for service to the School of Education and
the university, is awarded to a doctoral student who has
achieved high levels of academic success. Dr. Doyle, a

professional educator and former professor in the
Lindenwood School of Education, established this award.

LIGHTHOUSE CONSULTING DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN
ADMINISTRATION AWARD

Winner: Christina Kirchner

This award is given to an outstanding graduate of the
Doctor in Education program who has demonstrated

superior leadership in the educational field. Dr. Larry Doyle,
professional educator, established this award.




SUE SPELLMANN GRADUATE AWARD IN EDUCATION

Winner: Sarah Estrada

This award is given to the graduate student who has
demonstrated outstanding academic achievement,
leadership, and potential as a professional educator.
Former Lindenwood University President Dennis
Spellmann established this award in honor of his wife, a
distinguished teacher.

We are proud to share we are accepting applications for
Fall 2026 for the

EdD Interdisciplinary Education program!

Have you started a doctoral program but not finished? Have you wondered if
your Master’s courses may apply to a terminal degree? Have you ever
considered a doctoral degree, but you have questions? If you answered
“yes” to any of these questions, consider contacting Dr. Mitch Nasser for
more information at rnasser@lindenwood.edu.

The application deadline for Fall 2026 is August 7


mailto:rnasser@lindenwood.edu

EdD Interdisciplinary Education Degree

Lindenwood Universit

We have also created a 4-minute video discussing the program!

Student Recognition

j\ “ This section is dedicated to students within
& A The College of Education and Human
Services who our staff and faculty recognize

‘[‘ as having immense potentialin their

programs of study, who exceed expectations,
and who have proven impactful by leaving a
positive impression on their peers.

Anna Hall (BA 2006, MA 2009)

Anna Hall was recognized as Educator of the Month for April 2026 at Fort
Zumwalt South Middle School where she works as a Special Education
Teacher for Reading, Science, and ELA. She was recognized for her
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commitment to her students, her creative, innovative, and engaging
lessons, and her safe, welcoming, and inclusive classroom environment.

Congratulations, Anna!

ANNA HALL

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER-
READING, SCIENCE, ELA

Recognized by

Dr. Holly Karraker

Educalor,of the Mosth

What was your first job ever? 4
BABYSITTING; CASHIER AT WALGREENS
Favorite Quote;
“YOU'RE BRAVER THAN YOU BELIEVE, STRONGER THAN
SEEM. AND SMARTER THAN YOU THINK.” -CHRISTOPHER

1 ENVOY PSHING ESPLOWLY TROUT, CARDCING, DECORATING USFEOALLY wWheX |
SHOP WITH OTHESR PEORLE'S MONTY TO DECORATE ). CREATING SUX FLOWER ARRAN

SPENDING TIME WITH MY FAMLY AND FRIENDS
What would you do if you won a million dollars?
| WOULD TAKE A MUCH NEEDED VACATION AND STAY ON THE
LONG AS | CAN!
What's your current binge-worthy show, book, or poc
| LOVE HiGH POTENTIAL AND SO GLAD THAT PARADISE
Which emoji best describes you?
OH GOSH! | HAVE NO IDEA! LOL
What is your favorite thing about SMS?

THE TRUE FRIENDSPS | HAVE BUILT HERE AND HOFE 7O NEVER LOSE. THEY SAY vt

LNE YOUR SECOND HOME AND SMS TEFROTELY 1S THAT FOR ME. ESPECIALLY MY

SPECIAL CDUCATION, AND SCIENCE TEARS! | DO NOT KNOW WHAT | WOLLD 00 Wik
SUMFORT BOTH PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY

Summer 2026 Semester Begins

May 18, 2026



Study Abroad @ Italy

May 18-27, 2026

Fall 2026 Semester Begins

August 24, 2026

Follow us on social media!

The College of Education LU Student Council for

E ti L Chil E
and Human Services xceptional Children (SCEC)

6] 16], 0O

Publication Schedule for The Lead

Mid-Fall
End-of-Fall
Mid-Spring

End-of-Spring

We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Lead!
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