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A Note From the Dean

Dear Colleagues,

As this busy semester draws to a close, | want to
take a moment to reflect on all that we have
accomplished together. It has been inspiring to see

our faculty present their scholarly work, share best
practices with colleagues, and represent our
college at statewide professional conferences and
events. Your commitment to excellence in teaching, scholarship, and
service continues to strengthen our academic community. The college's
professional staff have continued to excel in supporting students, faculty,
and the college, managing multiple roles in the absence of key colleagues
and open positions (welcome back, Cam!). They are the backbone of our
work, and | am deeply thankful for all they do.

We are all aware that education remains in a state of flux, facing challenges
and headwinds that require our thoughtful attention and decisive action.



Our college is actively positioning itself to tackle these issues head-on,
exploring organizational, programmatic, and structural options that will
ensure our continued success and relevance. | am confident that by working
together, we will navigate these complexities and emerge even stronger.

As Thanksgiving and winter break approach, | encourage each of you to take
time to renew and recharge. Spend quality time with friends and family,
make time for yourself, and do whatever brings you joy and restoration. We
need to ensure that we are all refreshed and ready for the spring semester
ahead.

As always, | am deeply honored to lead a college full of such wonderful
colleagues. Thank you for all you do - for our students, for each other, and
for the vital mission we share.

With gratitude and warm wishes for a successful final few weeks of the
semester and a restful break,

Daniel Kirk, Ph.D.

Dean, College of Education and Human Services



LU Social Work Department
Welcomes New Faculty

Dr. Ethan Potter joins the SW
Department as an Assistant Professor.
He has taught social work and related
subjects at multiple universities across
Missouri and brings a diverse
background of teaching, supervision,
and clinical practice to the classroom.
He earned his Bachelor of Science in
Psychology from Missouri State
University; his Master of Social Work
from Missouri State University; and his
Doctor of Social Work from Capella University. Dr. Potter is a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) and a member of the Academy of Certified
Social Workers (ACSW). He has nearly a decade of social work experience

across micro, mezzo, and macro practice settings, with a focus on mental
health, caregiver support, trauma-informed care, and supervision. In
addition to his academic work, he has owned a private practice and
facilitated clinical supervision and professional training. His research and
practice interests include self-care in social work supervision, trauma-
informed practice, and innovative teaching methods to prepare students for
the complexities of the profession. Dr. Potter has worked as a clinician,
supervisor, and educator, and he continues to integrate his practice
experience with his teaching to bridge theory and application for students.

Italy Study Abroad May 18-27, 2026



Venice, Tuscany and Florence
May 18-May 27, 2026

Study Abroad Panagos video - moy

NEWSFLASH!

$200 Early Enrollment Drs. Alex Tripamer and Rebecca Panagos hosted an
Discount if you enroll informational meeting at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, Oct.
Oct. 20-31*" with EF 28" in Roemer Hall 100-C, Center for Innovation
Tours. and Insight.

Picture yourself riding in Please email RPanagos@lindenwood.edu

a gondola in Venice,
seeing the home of
Galileo in Padua, taking
a cooking class in

if you are interested.

Florence, visiting
Basilicas designed by
Michelango and famous

architects, and
observing classes in
Reggio Emilia schools.

LindenTeach Cohort Builds

Confidence and Capacity in Local Schools
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This fall, our LindenTeach
Interns are making a
powerful impact across five
partner districts in the
region. These dedicated
teacher candidates are
gaining invaluable hands-on
experience ahead of their
spring student teaching
placements.

Before stepping into their
roles as student teachers,
LindenTeach Interns serve in
a variety of capacities: as substitute paraprofessionals, floating teachers, lead
substitute teachers, and even support staff for school offices. Their work spans
the entire building, offering assistance to teachers, administrators, and students
alike. Through this immersive experience, each candidate earns at least 155 hours
of additional professional experience—a standout addition to their resumes and a
meaningful step toward becoming confident, capable educators.

This early exposure allows candidates to explore diverse roles within the school
ecosystem. Many discover new passions and potential certification paths in areas
such as Special Education, English Language Learner (ELL) support, school
counseling, administration, and library science. By the time student teaching
begins, they’ve already built strong relationships, developed classroom
management skills, and gained the confidence to lead their classrooms solo.



In addition to their in-school work, our LindenTeach level 2 students and graduate
students are amplifying their voices through podcasting. So far, they’ve produced
several episodes that dive into the realities of teacher preparation, classroom
leadership, and the evolving role of educators. Check out the podcast, School’s
Back In Session, on the LindenTeach website and hear directly from the next

generation of teachers shaping our schools!

Click here to check out the podcast!

2025-26 PRIDE Grant Awarded to

Empower2Families Wrap the App and Rollout

Gearing up for the 2025-26 year, four faculty across campus and students from
their classes collaborate to “Wrap the E2F App and Rollout” to nonprofit
organizations and school districts to distribute to their clients/residents. Principal
Investigator Rebecca Panagos and Computer Science Student Employee Rashmi
Ayral collaborate with Marketing E2F Team, Art & Design Firm E2F Team, and
Applied Behavior Analysis Team. All teams continue to advance the E2F App to be
in the hands of families with children who have developmental delays. The E2F


https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2F46ffn7abb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001y46LV_MVGM8yJQLZxkRUEkffVK-3JI9Gq9h_gzF7JProCFzLczJr0F8D5S9TSv9ISgSCdwdjWgopZlBsuuRnEXvUSfaJQI1fsflpK1MyYl3FXNhLo5X0cl4nWzks9kvL6nRmi3yD8s88N5KJbiVbVveH1Y4CNRnOtuj_wsVG2x0NRLQJeP5rknUX_DiMiBOE4HxE5EW5frDf1Ig0v95PYg%3D%3D%26c%3Dpf3PrfzUu484sxtMtvvXqMTbZLPs9E-0Vg0qcnopeFYwYsbhjEUdVQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DQnf69r4r-2GTJKjK0DqKAzeUyFrHhiwHR68JYlniMjmE838E36LDrQ%3D%3D__%3B!!E5DVSOEkSAA!qgfXNCy-8md1FKR72951dCWoKN4DdoqBZDBLN7tyJkSV9bU7tOuJchpYeE5Z_jr7NMIzq6zmFdTEnUoNvJVPUZaWpg%24&data=05%7C02%7Cphuffman%40lindenwood.edu%7C8616d5d9c6b342a66aba08de1bd4e79c%7C3d72f08e540a4c68905d9e69c4d9c61e%7C1%7C0%7C638978798471646554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MVR9%2FJ7F9axVe1Xi%2F7RuEh3MI1Il%2BiLnDkNF%2ByIJqo8%3D&reserved=0

App empowers families to play a strong role in their child’s progress, providing
resources and support connections with their child’s early intervention specialists
and teachers. Computer science student employee, Rashmi Aryal iterates and
updates the E2F App, based on surveys and feedback from Dr. Kyle Coble’s
Marketing Research team. The Marketing Research Team collaborates with
students supervised by faculty Denny Schmickle and Katie Watson from the Art
and Design Firm from the College of Arts and Humanities, charged with producing
visual and graphic illustrations for pages on the E2F App and promotional and
training materials for users of the E2F App. Students from Dr. Maggie Pavone’s
Applied Behavior Analysis class review the E2F App, promotional and training
materials for compliance with Ethical Standards. The goalis to promote and
release the E2F App to third party agencies that provide educational support to
distribute to their clients/residents.

Please share on your social media!

Marketing Team Leader Sophia Smith, Computer Science Student Employee
Applied Behavior Analysis Professor Dr.  Rashmi Aryal and Dr. Rebecca Panagos
Maggie Pavone, Early Interventions Discuss E2F Features

Progam Coordinator Professor Dr.
Rebecca Panagos, Marketing Professor
Dr. Kyle Coble



Fall 2025 Student Teaching Cohort

Engages in Robust Professional Development

This semester, Lindenwood’s Fall 2025 student teaching cohort is participating in
a series of impactful professional development sessions designed to prepare
them for success in the classroom and beyond. These sessions, organized by Dr.
Amanda Aldridge, Director of Internships and Culminating Experiences, are
tailored to both student teachers and LindenTeach interns, offering targeted
support as they transition into full-time teaching roles.

The cohort began by deepening their understanding of the Missouri Educator
Evaluation System (MEES), gaining insights into how their performance will be
assessed and how to use feedback to grow professionally. In partnership with
UMSL, candidates also completed Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) training,
equipping them with essential tools to support student mental health and
respond to crisis situations.

To further prepare for the job market, candidates participated in an Administrator
Panel and Mock Interviews with leaders from our partner districts. These sessions
provided real-world perspectives and valuable practice in articulating their

strengths and experiences.




Looking ahead, in November, the cohort will complete 4Es Active Shooter Training,
a critical safety initiative led by Lindenwood’s Public Safety and Security
Department. This training ensures that future educators are equipped to respond
effectively in emergency situations, prioritizing the safety of their students and
school communities.

Through these professional development opportunities, Lindenwood continues to
invest in the growth, confidence, and readiness of its future educators.

Tau Phi Chapter of Kappa Delta Pi Earns National Recognition

We’re proud to announce that the Tau Phi chapter of
Kappa Delta Pi has once again earned the
prestigious Celebration of Teaching Award from the
national organization! This honor recognizes
chapters that go above and beyond in promoting
excellence in education and supporting future
teachers—and Tau Phi is one of only a few chapters
nationwide to receive this distinction for their efforts
last year.

Their outstanding work will be featured on the
KDP.org national website, showcasing the chapter’s
commitment to service, leadership, and innovation
in teacher preparation.

As an honor society committed to excellence in

education, the Tau Phi chapter of Kappa Delta Pi
continues to foster community and professional
growth among its members. This fall, they hosted a



“Back to School” event that brought together KDP
members to discuss key topics such as student
teaching, LindenTeach applications, Praxis
preparation, practicum experiences, and navigating
education courses. Tau Phi also proudly participated
in campus-wide events, including the Teacher Panel
event on October 15 and the University’s Dark
Carnival on October 17, where they delighted
attendees with a creative Magic School Bus-themed
booth. These events reflect the chapter’s dedication
to supporting future educators and engaging
meaningfully with the campus community.

Congratulations to all members of Tau Phi for your
continued dedication to the teaching profession and
for representing Lindenwood with excellence on the
national stage.

Teachers Come Back Panel



Oct. 15,
Wednesday, 6:00-
7:00 pmin Harmon
136, Lindenwood
Student Council for
Exceptional Children
and Kappa Delta Pi
hosted the annual
Teachers Come Back
Panel. Current future
teachers and COEHS
faculty learned the
experienced and
beginning teachers
success stories, tips

for classroom
2025 Panel of Teachers management and

preventing burnout,
and developing
Brandon Clark, Amy Johnson, Sara Stubblefield, relationships with
and Koryn Vangilder their students and
parents. The event
will be podcasted.
The podcastis the
ownership of
LindenTeach. The
recorded podcast
session will be
available via
“School’s Backin
Session” podcastin
November.



We are proud to share we are accepting applications for Spring 2026 for
the EdD Interdisciplinary Education program!

Have you started a doctoral program but not finished? Have you wondered if
your Master’s courses may apply to a terminal degree? Have you ever
considered a doctoral degree, but you have questions? If you answered
“yes” to any of these questions, consider contacting Dr. Mitch Nasser for
more information at rnasser@lindenwood.edu.

The application deadline for Spring 2026 is December 12

EdD Interdisciplinary Education Degree

Lindenwood Universit

We have also created a 4-minute video discussing the program!

Students Successfully Complete Doctoral Dissertation Defense
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Two students recently completed successful defenses of their doctoral
dissertations, earning their Doctorate in Education.

Katherine Rapp defended her dissertation titled “Educational Technologist
Perceived Self-Efficacy During Emergency Remote Teaching Due to a
Nonpharmaceutical Intervention.” Her dissertation chair was Dr. Kevin Winslow.
This research explored the challenges and opportunities of educational
technologists (ETs) during emergency remote teaching (ERT) in a non-
pharmaceutical intervention (NPI), due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The study was
guided by Albert Bandura’s social cognitive theory and self-efficacy framework.
The study highlights the positive and negative reflections of self-efficacy for ETs
during the transitions to different strategies in classroom teaching. It
acknowledges the positive and negative effects on ETs from self-regulation,
observational learning, and reciprocal determinism. The study design used was
qualitative, aiming to identify the perceived self-efficacy of ETs during ERT in an
NPI. Eight ETs from rural school districts were interviewed. The results revealed
that ETs experienced both negative and positive mastery experiences, vicarious
experiences, social persuasions, and emotional arousals during ERT. ETs
demonstrated resilience and a sense of community in overcoming challenges
related to technology access, professional development, and communication.
The findings emphasize the importance of professional development, self-
efficacy, and Bandura’s conceptual framework around self-efficacy that produces
positive experiences and opportunities. The results of the interviews provide a
guide for studies and preparations for procedures for teachers, staff, and ETs for
future ERTs, such as the experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Justin Villet defended his dissertation titled “Giftedness in a Post-Secondary
Environment: Academic, Social, and Affective Results and Recommendations.”
His dissertation chair was Dr. Sherrie Wisdom. This research explored the gifted
experience from the secondary to post-secondary environments. The researcher
examined various qualitative and quantitative secondary data, including
conferences and grades data from School A (267 gifted students), as well as post-



secondary survey data from College A, to further long-standing scholarship from
gifted education into the postsecondary environment, determine areas of growth
for collegiate institutions, and form mutually beneficial recommendations for
institutions and the gifted populations attending them. The data yielded mixed
results. The secondary data indicated students sought understanding mentors
and rigorous content in classes, but did not illustrate many overarching academic,
social, or affective concerns. Due to insufficient results from the post-secondary
level, however, the researcher was not able to draw definitive conclusions; overall
findings from the study demonstrated that the methods, tools, and educational
philosophies used may lead to useful recommendations toward supporting and
providing opportunities for gifted populations during their transition from

secondary to post-secondary academic careers regarding: administrative systems
development at the collegiate level, professional development for educators, and
social/affective guidance at institutions.
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Dr. Lynette Dixon, along with her colleague Dr. Carol Berger, Associate
Professor of Nursing at Maryville University, presented on the topic of
"Facilitating Change: Motivational Interviewing" at the American
Association of Nurse Practitioners National Conference in San Diego,
California this past June. Drs. Dixon and Berger are collaborating to
integrate counseling strategies into nursing practice to empower both
healthcare providers and patients, fostering a more patient-centered
approach in medical care. They also have a book on this topic in process
with Cognella that is scheduled for release in 2026.

Spring 2026 Semester Begins

January 12, 2026

Summer 2026 Semester Begins

May 18, 2026

Study Abroad @ Italy

May 18-27, 2026

Follow us on social media!
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Publication Schedule for The Lead

Mid-Fall
End-of-Fall

Mid-Spring
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End-of-Spring

We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Lead!

Please email any suggestions or feedback to

Editor: Cameron Lashley, aided by Grammarly
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