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Dean's Message

Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff of the

College of Education and Human Services,

As we reach the midpoint of our spring
semester, | want to take a moment to
acknowledge the tremendous energy and
dedication I've witnessed throughout our
college community. The semester began with
remarkable momentum, and I've been
consistently impressed by the level of
engagement in our classrooms, research
initiatives, and community outreach
programs.
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| am pleased to report that our midterm examination period has concluded
successfully, with strong academic performances across our departments. This
achievement reflects not only the diligence of our students but also the exceptional
quality of instruction provided by our faculty. Your commitment to academic
excellence continues to be the cornerstone of our college's reputation.



I would like to particularly recognize several notable faculty achievements this
semester. From published research in prestigious journals to innovative teaching
methodologies being implemented in our programs, our faculty members continue
to distinguish themselves as leaders in their respective fields. These
accomplishments enhance our college's standing and, more importantly, enrich
the educational experience we provide to our students.

We must acknowledge that the education and human services professions are
experiencing heightened scrutiny in public discourse. Despite these critiques and
challenges, at Lindenwood, we remain steadfast in our mission to prepare
teachers, leaders, social workers, and counselors who are equipped to make
positive and meaningful impacts in the communities they serve. Our programs are
designed not merely to meet current standards but to anticipate future needs and
prepare professionals who will lead with knowledge, compassion, and innovation.

Our commitment to excellence has never been stronger, and we continue to focus
on increasing the number of education and human services professionals prepared
to serve at the state, regional, national, and international levels. The work you do—
whether as a student preparing for these vital professions, as faculty developing
the next generation of professionals, or as staff supporting our educational
mission—contributes directly to addressing critical societal needs.

As we embark on the second half of the semester, | wish each of you continued
success in your endeavors. To our students: maintain your focus and determination
as you progress toward your educational goals. To our faculty and staff: please
accept my deepest appreciation for your tireless efforts, creativity, and dedication
to our shared mission.

The work we do together matters profoundly, and | am honored to serve alongside
such an exceptional community of educators, scholars, and future professionals.

Warmest regards,

o



Dr. Dan Kirk, PhD

Dean, College of Education and Human Services

Italy Study Abroad May 12-20, 2026

Drs. Alex Tripamer and Rebecca Venice, Tuscany and Florence
Panagos hosted an informational Sl ey 40 e
meeting at 4:00 on March 18th in i ? e
Roemer Hall 100-C, Center for 5y A ,' |
Innovation and Insight, which . : 4 p
was streamed live virtually and
recorded. We will arrive in
Venice, tour sites in the city and
take trains and coaches to
Padua, tour Reggio Emelia
Centers and schools, Bologna,
then on to our final destination in Florence (Cooking Class!).

Please email RPanagos@lindenwood.edu if you are interested.

COEHS Launches New Graduate Certificate

to Address ELL Teacher Shortage

The College of Education and Human Services (COEHS) is set to offer a new graduate
certificate aimed at increasing the number of teachers equipped to educate students
whose first language is not English. This initiative comes in response to recent
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employment trends and the arrival of new industries in St. Charles and Lincoln Counties,
which have led to an influx of non-native English-speaking students.

Local K-12 partners have highlighted a significant shortfall in certified English Language
Learner (ELL) teachers and have requested a program to support ELL education in the
region's school districts. The new certificate program is designed to provide certified
teachers with the necessary strategies and understanding to help all students succeed.

The proposal has received approval from the Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE). The program will consist of eight 3-hour courses, with the first courses
starting in Fall 2025. Enrollment for the first cohort is now open. Contact Dr. Jill
Hutcheson, with questions about the certificate and how you can get started.

Dr. Daisy Skelly has been selected as a

returning WIDA Fellow for 2024-25

WIDA is the national consortium to which Missouri '._!:.‘_.i ';':':ﬁ
muby

belongs for federally mandated English proficiency WIDA W.-.A‘

testing (ACCESS) and educational support for T b

Missouri's English learners. The WIDA Fellow

program, launched in 2019, brings expert educators

and WIDA staff together in a collaborative effort to

enhance the development of WIDA products and P
services. As a WIDA Fellow, Dr. Skelly attended the

annual WIDA Conference in October 2024 in

Pittsburgh, PA. Dr. Skelly is an English Language : Eﬁ%\ﬁkﬁ.’}i@
Development Specialist with the Parkway School e
District and adjunct instructor with the COEHS.

Here's the link to WIDA's press release!
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Recruiting Future Teachers

I recently retired as an Assistant Superintendent in
St. Louis County and was thrilled to join the talented
faculty in the Initial Teacher Education program in the
College of Education and Human Services this past
fall. In my experience as a K-12 administrator, | was
able to witness firsthand the importance of our work
in educator preparation. Over the last several years,
many school districts have noticed a disturbing trend
in the declining number of highly qualified applicants
seeking teaching positions. This reality should be a
call to action for all of us who value education and
want to see our schools flourish with the most
talented educators.

In 2022, The State Board of Education established a Blue Ribbon Commission charged
with delivering strategies to address teacher recruitment and retention challenges in
Missouri. One outcome from their work was the establishment of the “Grow Your Own
Teacher” grant made available to Missouri LEAs. The purpose of these grants is to provide
funding for school districts to attract high school students to become future

teachers. Lindenwood is currently partnering with a number of local districts by offering
early college access and dual credit opportunities for high school students who are
aspiring teachers. This fall, many more districts received this grant which is a great
opportunity for Lindenwood to extend its reach throughout the state. My goalis to
connect with many of these districts to share the benefits their students would gain by
receiving dual credit here at Lindenwood. This may also serve as motivation for many of
these students to choose Lindenwood for their post-secondary education.

Now that | am working with our future early childhood and elementary teachers on a full-
time basis, | have never been more optimistic and enthusiastic for the future of our
profession. Each day, | have the privilege of working with students who are caring,
thoughtful about implementing best practices, and eager to change the world! They serve



as an inspiration to me to invite more talented students to attend Lindenwood so that
together, we can produce the best teachers our children deserve.

~ Dr. Alex J. Tripamer, Assistant Professor

MACTE Outstanding Beginning Teacher Awardees

from Lindenwood Honored

Lindenwood’s awardees for the MACTE Outstanding Beginning Teacher of the Year, alumni
Mr. Cary Anthes and Ms. Alison Hansen, were honored at the statewide Missouri
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education Conference in February of 2025.
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Mr. Cary Anthes, Ms. Alison Hansen,

Social Studies Middle School Education Elementary Education
and his principal, Ms. Kala Buck




Ms. Kala Buck, Principal at Montgomery
County Middle School says:

"Cary brings an energy and positivity that
are rivaled by few. He is not afraid to
share ideas during grade-level and
department meetings. He is never afraid
to ask questions and take advice. He has
an absolute passion for helping students,
not just improve their academics but
their whole selves. He has been an
absolute joy this year and | hope he stays
at Montgomery Middle School for many
years. There may be someone who
teaches better than Cary out there, but |
think you would be hard-pressed to find
one with more joy, energy, or passion for
the students, community, or subject
matter than him. Those characteristics
are what make him an amazing teacher. "

Joan LaMarche, Principal at Incarnate
Word Academy in Chesterfield says:

“She is a 4th grade homeroom teacher
and teaches Math to all our 4th and 5th
graders (about 70 students) When |
observe in my room, it is unbelievable
that she is a first-year teacher. She has
the poise and calmness to handle
classroom discipline. Her understanding
of how to teach math has grown
throughout the year. Her students work
through centers learning and practicing
difficult concepts only because she has
give the clearest directions to students
and knows how to hold them
accountable to what they are learning.
Thank you for letting me brag about her.
Lindenwood prepared her well!”

Students from the Academy Present at the AACTE Annual Meeting



Dr. Michelle Whitacre and teacher education students Candace Ellis, Quinne Hibbler,
James Stallings, and Calwaun Street recently presented at the American Association of
Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) annual meeting in Long Beach, California.

The team highlighted Lindenwood's "Academy for Students of Color as Classroom
Educators," a three-year initiative designed to create a supportive community for students
from underrepresented backgrounds pursuing teaching careers. The Academy
specifically focuses on enhancing success and retention rates among these future
educators.

Their presentation generated significant interest, with multiple institutions now seeking to
implement similar programs. AACTE also featured their work on their official social media
platforms.

For these future educators, presenting at this prestigious national conference provided
invaluable professional experience they will carry throughout their careers.

Innovate25 Conference Showcases




Cutting-Edge Educational Practices

The Innovate25 Conference, hosted by
Education Plus, brought together
educators from across the region to
explore groundbreaking practices that
are shaping the future of education.
Held from February 23 to 25, 2025, the
conference featured a diverse array of
sessions on culture, design, equity,
leadership, technology, and wellness,
offering attendees a comprehensive
look at innovative strategies in
education.

One of the highlights of the conference was the presence of the LindenTeach Podcast,
"School's Back in Session," which was invited to appear on Podcast Row, a specially
designated section of the event. The podcast, hosted by LindenTeach interns, covers a
range of topics related to the journey from intern to teacher, the challenges faced by first-
year educators, and insights into the world of school leadership.

In addition to their presence on Podcast Row, the LindenTeach Podcast team had the
unique opportunity to interview two of the conference's keynote speakers: Roy Moye Il
and Dr. David Preston.

Roy Moye lll, a Grammy-nominated R&B artist and the CEO/Founder of STEMusic LLC,
captivated the audience with his dynamic presentation on the fusion of STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math) and music. Moye's passion for inspiring young minds
through music and his innovative approach to STEM education left a lasting impression
on attendees.



Dr. David Preston, an educator, author, speaker, and
consultant emphasized his work with Open Source
Learning, delivered an insightful keynote address on
the second day of the Innovate conference focusing
on the neuroscience behind motivation.

The Innovate25 Conference also featured an
interactive Exhibitor Hall, self-paced learning
opportunities, and a variety of session formats,
including quick-hit sessions, exploration sessions,
and deep-dive sessions. This flexible approach
allowed educators to tailor their learning
experiences to their individual needs and interests.

Overall, the Innovate25 Conference was a resounding success, offering educators a
platform to share ideas, gain new insights, and connect with like-minded professionals.
The participation of the LindenTeach Podcast and the interviews with Roy Moye Ill and Dr.
David Preston added an extra layer of depth and engagement to the event, highlighting the
importance of innovation and collaboration in the field of education.

Lindenwood Student Council for Exceptional Children Presents at State MOCASE
Conference and is Awarded $2,000 Grant

At the 2025 Missouri Council for Special Education Administrators (MOCASE) Conference
in Columbia, MO on March 4, 2025, Executive Director, Gayle Willey, awarded
Lindenwood Student Council for Exceptional Children (LU SCEC) a grant of $2,000. The
grant funds professional development at state and national conferences for students. In
addition to writing the grant, students agreed to work registration tables and behind the
scenes at the state conference and present at the Poster Session.
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MOCASE Executive Director,
Commissioner Mark Wheatley,
LU SCEC Advisor Rebecca
Panagos

From left- LU SCEC Faculty Advisor Rebecca
Panagos, LU SCEC President Koryn Vangilder,
Treasurer and Social Media Chair Ava Kieley,
MOCASE Exec. Director Gayle Willey, MO
Commissioner of Special Education Mark Wheatley,
LUSCEC Vice Pres. Cassidy Thomas, Pres. Elect
Haile Wagner and Treasurer Elect Dakota
Woracheck.



MO DESE Commissioner Mark Wheatley with Haile
Wagner

Freshman Dakota Woracheck and Sophomore Haile Wagner presented at the
conference. They were congratulated for their work by MOCASE Executive Director Gayle
Willey and Missouri Asst. Commissioner Dr. Mark Wheatley! Their Poster Presentations
were well received!

Missouri Asst. Commissioner Mark Wheatley endorsed LU SCEC students after hearing
and discussing their Poster Presentations. LU SCEC students are inspired!



LindenTeach Interns Excel as

Building Substitutes in Unique Program

Lindenwood
University's
College of
Education and
Human Services,
Teacher
Education’s
internship
program,
LindenTeach, has
launched
another
successful
semester. This
program assigns
interns as
building
substitutes,
providing them with a unique blend of coursework and field experience that surpasses the
required practicum hours.

The LindenTeach program is designed to equip interns with essential skills in classroom
management, student engagement, and professionalism. Interns actively participate in
the daily operations of educational institutions, gaining invaluable hands-on experience.
This immersive approach ensures they are well-prepared to handle the dynamic
challenges of the teaching profession.

Dr. Amanda Aldridge ensures that interns receive comprehensive training that extends
beyond theoretical knowledge. The program emphasizes real-world application, allowing
interns to develop and refine their teaching strategies in a supportive environment. This
holistic approach fosters a deep understanding of the educational landscape, preparing
interns to become effective and compassionate educators.



The motto of Lindenwood University, "Real experience. Real success," perfectly
encapsulates the essence of the LindenTeach program. By providing interns with
authentic teaching experiences, the program ensures they are not only meeting but
exceeding the standards required for their professional development. This commitment
to excellence is reflected in the success of the program's graduates, who are well-
regarded in the educational community for their competence and dedication.

The LindenTeach internship program at Lindenwood University is a testament to the
institution's dedication to producing highly skilled and professional educators. Through a
combination of rigorous coursework and practical field experience, interns are equipped
with the tools they need to succeed in their teaching careers. This program truly
embodies the university's motto, providing real experience that leads to real success.

For more information about the LindenTeach program, click here!

We are proud to share we are accepting applications for the summer and fall for the
EdD Interdisciplinary Education program!

Have you started a doctoral program but not finished? Have you wondered if your
Master’s courses may apply to a terminal degree? Have you ever considered a doctoral
degree, but you have questions? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, consider
contacting Dr. Mitch Nasser for more information at rnasser@lindenwood.edu.

The application deadline for Summer 2025 is May 2

The application deadline for Fall 2025 is August 8
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EdD Interdisciplinary Education Degree

Lindenwood Universit

We have also created a 4-minute video discussing the program!

Students Successfully Complete Doctoral Dissertation Defense

Several students recently completed successful defenses of their doctoral dissertations,
earning their Doctorate in Education.

Catherine A. Howell defended her dissertation titled “Conceptual Understanding,
Engagement, and Optimal Learning Moments with Problem-Oriented Project Learningin
High School Physics.” Her dissertation chair was Dr. Kevin Winslow. This research
explored the effect of Problem-Oriented Problem Based Learning (POPL) on concept
attainment and engagement in a high school physics class. While physics education
remains a vital component of STEM education, secondary physics enrollment trails
chemistry and biology. Issues contributing to physics’ reputation as a complex subject
include prior misconceptions and the formulaic nature of pedagogy. Prior research
indicated that active learning can challenge misconceptions and mitigate the sameness
of instruction. POPL resides firmly in the active learning methodology of Project-Based
Learning (PjBL). This study expanded the research by combining Physics, POPL, concept
attainment, multiple components of engagement, and Optimal Learning Moments (OLM).
Quantitative concept attainment and engagement measures failed to find a difference
between traditional teaching and POPL in high school physics. The researcher utilized a
qualitative survey concerning OLM, targeting enjoyment, interest, and concentration, and
extended the period between survey distribution. The dominant themes applicable to all
secondary science teachers wishing to improve OLM and engagement included
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enjoyment, mental load, comprehension, collaboration, critical thinking, and science
practices. Responses indicated a bias towards action. POPL instruction moved action
responses towards problem-solving from simple movement. Responses also support
incorporating Science Practices as proposed by the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS). Issues limiting broader applicability include the non-randomized convenience
sample population and timing.

Lori Luthy defended her dissertation titled “Teacher Perceptions of Students with
Disabilities and Their Ability to Meaningfully Participate in an Inquiry-Based Mathematics
Model.” Her dissertation chair was Dr. Robyne Elder. This study focused on a school
district in the Midwest region of the United States, which implemented a new inquiry-
based math curriculum for all kindergarten through fifth-grade students during the 2021-
2022 school year. The purpose of this study was to determine elementary general
education and special education teachers’ perceptions of students with disabilities and
their ability to learn mathematics at high levels from inquiry-based instruction. Also, the
implications of deficit thinking were investigated. In addition, end-of-the-year progress
results were compared to determine if implementing an inquiry-based model of
mathematics increased student achievement. The population for this study consisted of
educators who teach kindergarten through fifth grade or special education and are
employed with School District 1. Six elementary buildings were the study’s focus, with
three of the buildings qualifying for Title 1 federal funding and three that did not qualify for
Title 1 federal funding. The literature reviewed for this study was analyzed to inform and
support the findings of this study. The de-identified district data collected and analyzed
revealed no significant differences in student math achievement when comparing end-of-
the-year summative assessment outcomes and district-level assessments. The educator
survey analysis revealed there are differences in the perceptions of special education
teachers and regular education teachers regarding the ability of students with disabilities
to perform successfully in an inquiry-based model of mathematics while in a classroom
of their peers.

Jennifer Hennings defended her dissertation titled “Faculty and Staff Pay Satisfaction
and the Impact on Organizational Commitment and Retention.” Her dissertation chair
was Dr. Roger “Mitch” Nasser. This mixed-method study explored the relationships
between pay satisfaction, organizational commitment, retention, and seniority among
faculty and staff at a private, four-year institution in the Midwest. The research



investigated how satisfaction with a compensation program influences organizational
commitment and turnover intentions. The researcher used a quantitative method to study
the impact of pay satisfaction on organizational commitment and turnover intention.
Additionally, a quantitative method explored relationships between seniority and turnover
intention. Findings revealed positive relationships between pay satisfaction and
organizational commitment, along with pay satisfaction and turnover intention. Findings
also revealed positive relationships between seniority, measured as years of service, and
organizational commitment, particularly among staff. A relationship between seniority
and turnover intention also emerged independently among staff and faculty. Qualitative
themes that emerged from employee perceptions of pay at the university included lack of
transparency and understanding, perceived inequity, concern with variables influencing
raises, and workload-pay imbalance. Employee perceptions of their organizational
commitment reflect a commitment to the students and university mission for both
employee types. For faculty, frustration with administration reflected concerns about
their organizational commitment, while staff reflected on frequent change, budget
reductions, and staffing shortages. Employees attributed their intent to stay at the
organization to the community and total rewards. Reflecting on factors driving their intent
to leave, faculty expressed concern with leadership, while staff expressed a desire for new
career opportunities and a greater sense of job security.

The “Feed Your Mind Fridays” Speaker Series returns in 2025

Please consider attending our final session of spring 2025. Please see the schedule below
for details.

April 4, 2025

12:00-1:00 pm

The Wonder Mindset

Wonder offers a framework to embrace the beauty, awe, and mystery found in
discovering innovative ideas (Gilbert & Byers, 2017). By cultivating a sense of
wonder, we can break free from feeling "stuck" in our jobs and create new
possibilities for developing innovative solutions within our day-to-day work. This
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mindset encourages exploration, allowing us to see possibilities for growth and
change that may otherwise remain hidden.

Presenters: Tara Nelson, Cassie Gilbert, Melissa Cournia, and Nate Wood

Ripple Effects

The African proverb,
"It takes a village to
raise a child,"
emphasizes that a
child's upbringing
requires the support
and involvement of
the entire
community, not just
their parents. This
wisdom highlights
the importance of
collective
responsibility in
raising children.
Adolescent gun
deaths represent a
significant public health problem in the U.S., with firearms being the leading cause of
death for children and teens. Just 20 miles from the LU campus in metropolitan St. Louis,
children are dying from gun violence.
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The Social Work program convened our campus and community village to host Ripple
Effects, a presentation of film, art, storytelling, mentorship, and treatment on February
25 at the Boyle Family Gallery at the J. Scheidegger Center for the Arts. Over 50 attendees
gathered to raise awareness and strategize our role in gun violence prevention.

LU Professor Ben Scholle, a documentary filmmaker, presented his film, Catching Bullets,
which chronicles the loss and violence prevention efforts in St. Louis. On display, the
works of Lydia Wood, a nurse from Cardinal-Glennon Hospital and watercolor portrait
artist, illustrates those who survived the trauma of loss and Christine Ilewski, the founder
of Faces Not Forgotten, provides comfort to families of young gun violence victims with
hand-painted portraits of their loved ones that are joined into quilts. Advocates and
treatment providers from the Washington University Life Outside of Violence program also
engaged in and facilitated the dialogue.

Other participants included families experiencing loss—a grandmother raising her son’s
two children and a mother and brother of a recently deceased victim. Their message—
that it takes more than the immediate family to counteract the negative influences on
today’s youth—served as a compelling call to action for all attendees.

Student Recognition
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Leah Davis Leah is a new studentin the
EdD Interdisciplinary
Education program. | have
been very impressed with her
drive and motivation. She was
the first applicant into the
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program and began designing
her dissertation study before
classes began! Leah is
planning a mixed methods
study on how social emotional
learning instruction effects
intermediate grade levels. |
anticipate Leah processing
through University approvals
very soon!
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Publication Schedule for The Lead

We've shifted from a monthly schedule to four times per year:

Mid-Fall semester

End-of-Fall semester
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Mid-Spring semester

End-of-Spring semester

We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Lead!

Please email any suggestions or feedback to

Editor: Cameron Lashley, aided by Grammarly
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