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RULE 85-Continued. 

by a bunt hit, which results in the batsman being put out before 
reaching first, or would so result if it were handled without 
error. 

A sacrifice hit shall also be credited to a batsman who, when 
no one is out or when but one man is out, hits a fly ball that is 
caught but results in a base-runner advancing on the catch, or 
would in the judgment o f  the scorer so result i f  caught ; but no 
distinction shall be made in the Summary as between bunted or 
fly-ball sacrifices. 

Fielding Records. 
SEC. 6. The number of opponents, if any, put out by each 

player shall be set down in the fourth column. Where the bats­
man is called out by the umpire for an illegally batted ball, or 
fails to bat in proper order, or is declared out on third bunt 
strike, the put-out shall be scored to the catcher. In cases of the 
base-runner being declared "out" for interference, running out 
of line, or on an infield fly, the "out" should be credited to the 
player who would have made the play but for the action of the 
base-runner or the announcement of the umpire. 

SEc. 7. The number o f  times, if any, each player assists in 
putting out an opponent shall be set down in the fi fth column. 
One assist and no more shall be given to each player who 
handles the ball in aiding in a run-out or any other play of the 
kind, even though he complete the play by making the put-ot�t. 

An assist should be given to a phryer who makes a play 1n 
time to put a runner out; even if the player who could complete 
the play fails, through no fault o f  the assisting player. 

And generally an assist should be given to each player who 
handles or assists in any manner in handling the ball from the 
time it leaves the bat until it reaches the player who makes the 
put-out, or in case of a thrown ball, to each player who throws 
or handles it cleanly, and in such a way that a put-out results, 
or would result if no error were made by a team-mate. 

Assists should be credited to every player who handles th� 
ball in the play which results in a base-runner being called "out 

• for interference or for running out of line. 
A double play shall mean any two continuous put-outs that 

take place between the time the ball leaves the pitcher's haocl5 
until it is returned to him again standing in the pitcher's box-
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Errors. 
SEC. 8. An error shall be given in the sixth column for each 
• play which prolongs the time at bat of the batsman or pro­
gs the life of the base-runner or 11llows a base-runner to 
e one or more bases when perfect play would have insured 
being put out. But a ba�e on balls, a base awarded to a bats­

lnan by being struck by a pitched ball, a balk, a passed ba� or a 
wild pitch ( unless the batsman reach first base on such pitch) ,  

II not be included in the sixth column. 
An error shall not be charged against the catcher for a wild 

throw in an attempt to prevent a stolen base, unless the base­
flmner advance an extra base because o f  the error. 

An error shall not be scored against the catcher or an infielder 
o attempts to complete a doub\e play, ui:iless the throw be so 

• d that an additional base be gamed. This, however, does not 
empt from an error a player who drops a thrown ball when 

l,y holding it he would have completed a double play. 
In case a base-runner advance a base through the failure of a 
eman to stop or try to stop a ball accurately thrown to his 
e the latter shall be charged with an error and _not the player 

ho made such throw, provided there was occasion for 1t. . I f  
ch · throw be  made to second base the scorer shall determine 
ether the second baseman or shortstop shall be charged with 
error. 
In event of a fielder dropping a fly but recovering the ball in 
e to force a runner at another base he shall be exempted 
m an error, the play being scored as a " force-out." . 

�n error shall be charged to the catcher if he drop a _third 
ike, allowing the runner to reach first _base, �ut the pitcher 
I receive credit for the strike-out. This rule 1s not to apply 

case of a wild pitch. 
An error shall be charged to the first baseman i_f , on receiving 
row in ample time to retire the batsman, he fail to touch first 

n error shall be charged to the pitcher if he make a wi)d 
for the third strike and the batsman reach first base and m 
case the pitcher shall not have credit for a strike-out. 

NoTE-A scorer's judgment shall not be influenced by a decision t'eversed by an 1>mpire. 
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Stolen Bases. 
SEc. 9. A stolen base shall be credited to the base-runner 

whenever he advances a base unaided by a base hit, a put-out, a 
fielding or a battery error, subject to the following exceptions : 

In event of a double or triple steal being attempted, where 
any runner is thrown out, the other or others shall not be cred­
ited with a stolen base. 

In event of a base-runner being touched out after sliding over 
a base, he shall not be regarded as having stolen the base in 
question. 

In event of a base-runner- making his start to steal a base prior 
to a battery error, he shall be credited with a stolen base and the 
battery error shall also be charged. 

In event of a palpable muff of a ball thrown by the catcher, 
when the base-runner is clearly blocked, the infielder making the 
muff shall be charged with an error and the base-runner shall 
not be credited with a stolen base. 

No stolen base shall be credited to a runner whose advancing 
results from the opposing team's indifference thereto. 

Definition of Wild Pitch and Passed Ball. 
SEc. 10. A wild pitch is a legally delivered ball, so high, low 

or wide of the plate that the catcher can not or does not stop 
and control it with ordinary effort, and as a result the batsman 
reaches first base or a base-runner advances. 

The catcher shall be charged with a passed ball when a base­
runner is enabled to advance by the catcher's failure to hold or 
control a legally delivered ball that should have been held or 
controlled with ordinary effort. 

Definition of Run Earned Off Pitcher. 
SEC. 1 1 .  A run earned off the pitcher shall be scored ever'j 

time a player reaches home base by the aid of safe hits, sacrific� 
hits, stolen bases, bases on balls, hit batsmen, wild pitches �n 
balks, before fielding ahances have .been offered to retire the s1tJ· 

The pitcher shall be given the benefit of doubt whenever fie 
ing errors are made and in determining the base to which a n1d: 
ner should have been held with perfect support on part of_ fie! d ers. A fielding error made by the pitcher shall be cons1de�e t the same as any other fielding error. No run can be earned t 3 
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res as result of batsman having reached first base on a field­
error or passed ball ; nor can any run be earne? after _the 

!ding side has failed to accept chances offered to retire the side. 
To determine the pitcher's percentage for the season, the total 

ber of runs earned off his pitching shall be 1iv�ded by _the 
ta! number of innings he has pitched ; then mult1phed by mne, 
find his average effectiveness for a complete game. 

RULE 86 
The Summary. 

The Summary shall contain : 
SECTION 1 .  The score made in each inning of the game and 
e total runs of each side in the game. 
SEc. 2. The number of stolen bases, i f  any, made by each 
yer. 
SEc. 3. The number of sacrifice hits ( including sacrifice 

·es ) ,  if any, made by each player. 
SEc. 4. The number of two-base hits, i f  any, made by each 

layer. 
SEc. 5. The number of  three-base hits, i f  any, made by each 

The number of home runs, if any, made by each 
yer. 
SEc. 7. The number of double and triple plays, if any, 
de by each team and the players participating in same. 
SEc. 8. The number of runs batted in by each batsman. 
SEc. 9. The number of innings each pitcher pitched in. 
SEc. 10. The number of base hits, if any, made off each 

: her, and the number of legal "at bats" scored ag�\ns� each 
cher. (The Summary to be in form as follows : Hits off 

, 6 in 4 innings ; one man out in 5th." ) 
SEc. 1 1 .  The number of times, if any, the pitcher strikes 

the opposing batsmen. 
Ee. 12. The number of times, if any, the pitcher gives 
s on balls. 
Ee. 1 3. Thej number of wild pitches, if any, charge 
inst the pitcher. 
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SEc. 14. The number of times, i f  any, the pitcher hits a 
batsman with a pitched ball, the name or names of the batsman 
or batsmen so hit to be given. 

SEC. 15 .  The number of  passed balls by each catcher. 
SEC. 16. The time o f  the game. 
SEC. 17. The name of the umpire or umpires. 

How to Determine Percentage of Club Standing and 
Individual Player Averages. 

1 .  To determine the percentage of Games Won and Lost, 
divide the total number of games won and lost into the number 
won. 

2. To determine Batting Averages, divide the total "Times 
at Bat" into the total number of base hits. 

3. To determine Fielding Averages, divide the total of put· 
outs, assists and errors into the total of put-outs and assists. 

In all cases where the remaining fraction is one-half or o er, 
a point is added to the average. 

mg 
ner . 
ers. 
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LET US HELP YOU WITH YOUR 
BASE BALL PROBLEMS. 

With the object of making the base ball rule� as 
clear as possible, the Editor of the REACH Guide has 
inserted various explanations and Questions and An­
swers in the playing code, in that way answering some 
of the questions most often asked. The Editor will be 
glad to answer any questions regarding interpretations 
of the rules or give advice as to the proper method of 
adjusting any difficulty that may arise in your organiza­
tion. Address your inquiries, enclosing self-addressed 
stamped envelope for reply, to the 

Editor of the 
REACH BASE BALL GUIDE, 

Tulip and Eyre Sts., 
Philadel�11ia, Pa. 






