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INTRODUCTION
• Eyewitness misidentification occurs when a person wrongfully 

detects a perpetrator or an event that they witnessed.

• Eyewitness misidentification is the leading cause of wrongful 

convictions in America (Norris et al., 2021)

Estimator variables - Cannot be controlled by justice system:

• Lighting

• Distance

• Age

• Weapons focus

• Cross-racial identifications

System variables – controlled by justice system

• Line up procedures

• Photo arrays

• Officer behavior

(Norris et al., 2021)

False Memories

• The victim was weapon- focused from the crime

• The witness was focused mainly on the weapon and not the 

suspect

• Emotional distress

• Trauma- Crime can cause memory distortion

(Norris et al., 2021)

Cross Racial Biased

• Of the first 235 DNA exonerated cases in America, 41% 

of those wrongfully convicted are from cross-

racial eyewitness identification (Norris et al., 2021).

Police Misconduct

• Suggestive conduct to influence witness identification of 

a particular suspect (Norris et al., 2021)

Although there are many, some suggested ways to improve 

eyewitness identification include:

Sequential Lineups:

• Each suspect photo is viewed individually by the witness.

• Reduces possibility that witness is just selecting person that looks 

most like suspect out of the group (Norris et al., 2021)

Record of Eyewitness Procedure:

• Video recordings of the eyewitness identification procedure 

provides an accurate record of what took place (Norris et al., 

2021).

Double Blind Lineup Procedure

• An officer without knowledge of the suspect conducts the lineup 

procedure.

• This helps reduce the possibility that the officer’s actions may 

influence the process (Norris et al., 2021).
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