To what extent did Karl Marx’s Political

Thought Influence the Occupy Wall Street
Movement in the 215 Century?
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Variable Definition &
Operationalization

The independent, dependent, and control variables within this research topic will be
used to assess the extent of Karl Marx’s influence on the Occupy Wall Street
movement and to identify any factors that may affect the relationship between
Marxist thought and the movement's 1deological position. The independent variable
of this research proposal 1s the influence of Karl Marx’s Political thought. The
operationalization of this independent variable will work to uncover the extent to
which the key principles and ideas from Karl Marx’s political thought such as class
struggle, economic inequality, and anti-capitalist sentiments, were all embraced
within the 1deology and goals of the Occupy Wall Street movement. To measure
these influences, content analysis of movement manifestos, slogans, speeches, and
other primary sources will be employed.

The dependent variable of this research proposal 1s the Occupy Wall Street
movement's 1deological alignment with Marx’s political thought. The
operationalization of this dependent variable will work to show the degree to which
the Occupy Wall Street movement's 1deological foundations, principles, and
strategies line up with Karl Marx’s political thought. This will be assessed through a
structured coding system that categorizes and qualifies specific instances of
ideological unity with Marx’s concepts.

The control variables of this research topic are the socioeconomic context,
external influence, demographic characteristics, and media coverage. The
Socioeconomic context is based on the broader socioeconomic and political context
of the 21st century which includes economic crisis, income inequality, and public
sentiment. External influences are the factors that are not Karl Marx’s political
thought that may have influenced the Occupy Wall Street movement, such as other
1deological traditions, social movements, or political events. Demographic
characteristics are characteristics of the movement's participants which include age,
education, and political affiliation, which could affect the movement’s alignment
with Marxist thought. Finally, Media coverage could change the 1deological position
of the Occupy Wall Street movement through the extent and nature of the media
covered as well as public perceptions of the movement.

Barrier/Problems

Some of the potential barriers and problems that are crucial to be aware of while conducting
this research are data availability and quality, inability to establish a direct link, Selection bias,
Subjective interpretations, Changing discourse, Interview access, and Ethical considerations.
When 1t comes to data availability and quality there 1s an obvious barrier, limited access to
high-quality primary sources, such as internal communications and private documents of
Occupy Wall Street activists, which may delay a comprehensive analysis. Establishing a direct
link between Marx’s 1deas and the Occupy Wall Street movement discourse and actions 1s
challenging as well and other 1deological influences and historical factors may complicate
attribution. Another big challenge 1s selection bias, The individuals and documents may not
fully represent the entire Occupy Wall Street movement. The interpretation of references to
Marx’s 1deas 1n Occupy Wall Street documents can be subjective and can potentially lead to
different conclusions “About four-in-ten Americans say they support the Occupy Wall Street
movements (39%) while nearly as many (35%) say they oppose the movement launched last
month 1n New York’s financial district”. However, the coding system will help towards
controlling the subjectivity that may affect the conclusion. Another challenge 1s the changing
discourse within the Occupy Wall Street discourse due to its evolving which makes it
challenging to capture the entire scope of influence accurately. Gaining access to participants
for interviews may be difficult since they may have dispersed or become less active since the
movement's peak. Finally, Ethical considerations are the most important when research
involves iterviews since there are concerns surrounding privacy and informed consent.

Hypothesis

Marxist concepts influences not just theoretical discussions
but also practical strategies for social change
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Abstract

The research will investigate the intriguing influences of Karl
Marx’s political thought and the Occupy Wall Street movement that
came to be 1n the 21st Century. The study looks to measure the depth
and significance of Marx’s influence on a modern sociopolitical
movement driven by economic inequality and social justice concerns.
By taking a multidisciplinary approach that combines political theory,
social activism analysis, and historical context, this investigation
shows the extent to which Marx’s ideas informed the 1deological
foundation and strategies of the Occupy Wall Street movement. By
looking through primary sources, protest literature, and the discourse
of the movement, this research provides a variated understanding of
how Marxist political thought, which originated in the 19th century, 1s
seen within a 2 1st-century movement, thus contributing to a broader
comprehension of the dynamic relationship between historical 1deas
and contemporary activism. The findings of this study work to create
a deeper understanding of the relevance of Marxist thought in the
pursuit of economic and social justice, as well as showing its
continued 1nfluence on the modern sociopolitical landscape.
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Conclusion

This research works to shed light on the profound impact of Karl Marx’s

political thought on the Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement that unfolded in

the 215 century. By employing a multidisciplinary approach, encompassing

political theory, social activism analysis, and historical context, the study aims

to measure the depth and significance of Marx’s influence on a modern

sociopolitical movement driven by concerns of economic inequality and social

justice. Through an exploration of primary sources, protest literature, and the
discourse of the movement, the research provides a nuanced understanding of
how Marx’s ideas, originating in the 19" century, resonate within a

contemporary activist context, contributing to a broader comprehension of the

dynamic relationship between historical 1deas and present- day activism. The
research design, employing a mixed methods approach, aims to test the
hypothesis that Marx’s political thought significantly influenced OWS

movements. By utilizing quantitative content analysis and qualitative thematic

coding, the study seeks to uncover the extent of alignment between Marx’s
1deas and the movements 1deology. Control variables such as socioeconomic

context, external influences, demographic characteristics, and media coverage

will be considered to provide a comprehensive analysis. Despite potential
challenges, such as data availability, establishing a direct link, and ethical
considerations, the research proposes solutions, including collaboration with
relevant organizations, a mixed-methods approach, random sampling,

structured coding system, and adherence to ethical guidelines. These solutions

aim to enhance the reliability and validity of the research findings. In essence,

this research contributes to a deeper understanding of the intricate relationship
between Karl Marx’s political thought and the Occupy Wall Street movement,

offering valuable 1nsight for policymakers dealing with issues of economic
inequality and social justice 1n the contemporary sociopolitical landscape. By
examining the enduring influence of Marx’s 1deas on modern activism, the
study provides a foundation for informed policy decisions that address the
challenges of our time, ultimately contributing to the pursuit of a more
equitable and just society.

Solutions

To begin with data availability and quality, The solution to this problem is to
collaborate with organizations and individuals who were involved in the movement to
be able to access relevant documents as well as use documents that are available to the
public. To combat the challenges that arise from the 1nability to establish a direct link,

the employment of a mixed-methods approach to triangulate evidence, combining
quantitative and qualitative data as well as consider employing control variables to
account for external influences. When 1t comes to selection bias, The use of random
sampling techniques when selecting documents for analysis and conducting interviews
with various participants to mitigate that selection bias will work as a solution. The
solution to the problem of subjective interpretation would be to use a structured coding
system and involve multiple researchers to enhance the reliability of the analysis as
well as provide a comprehensive guideline in the coding to minimize subjectivity.
Conducting a longitudinal analysis will help to combat the 1ssue of Changing discourse
due to its ability to trace changes in the movement discourse and the evolution of its
alignment with Marxist 1deas will be the way to override this challenge. The solution to
Interview access would be to reach out to former participants through social networks
or online forums will work to provide a solution to this problem while ensuring
confidentially an ethical consideration 1n interviews. To combat the biggest challenge
of ethical consideration, this research will adhere to ethical guidelines, obtain informed
consent, and protect the anonymity of participants when conducting interviews or
accessing personal documents.
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