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o TATIONS OF-A T IMG o
Foseu J0 S 1 o Ko bave ploughed
‘this fruit Ih',m'lhwdldn tiust
silithe’ multitde” of thy nighty
‘calls 'to :;zneﬂbqheel
-mnnd-y-c
‘tﬂ' w:
| powerful’ Iem tltight,
;_ or npplrenﬂy lccldeniﬂ and trifling ., occuy-
n‘mm. Tha conversatian I am ta re-
!m the mli of the 1o ;I’hlch
as a & lesson
e e, b
8 name, however ¢ in.
dividual may stand ‘in ‘' my cetimation, indoce
‘ms without examination to take itfor granted
Ipu ngllt.nndhn.npmioumd mmuanc
titled to my entire.a
“Soon after I had commenced the study of
the Holy Beripture under the conviction that
they were the revealed will of God, I met in
a gny and polished circle of acquaintances, a
young gentleman of superior mental - endov.
meats, of liberal education, and as I ot that
time supposed, of extensive readiag and infor.
mation. 'Fhe conversatisi turning upon the
immortality of the soul, I was astonished to
hear Mr, M. nssert in the most positive man. -
ner, that the Old Testament contained no provf
of nvother existencc Loyond the grave, and
lhllt tho Jews themselves were not informed
uy their own . inspired writers that their souls
‘weére immortal. For a few moments my ¢on-



‘were immortal. 'F_or a few moments my con-
fidence was almost staggeréd in my newly ac.
'quired faith, while these thoughts ran with the
rapidity of lightning through my mind; “surely
o man of Mr. M’s. information would not haz.
zard his reputation for knowledge by making
such a positive statement, unless he knew it
was true, and what little I have road in the
Old Testament rather corroborates his asser-
tion; I remember the punishments of the Jews
were all of a temporal naturs, and appear to
havd been intended for this world only.” 8till,
I could not give up that a work purporting to
be'a Revelation from Heaven could be so de.
ficient and inconsistent with itself, as it would
be, if it had not informed men of a state of ex-
istence for which it was intended to prepure
them. In_lhia.dihmu::;g mrﬂ?:d to Mr. ﬂih:;
for the company appeared either satisfied
:I(Hr., ‘M. was 'righﬁ-imliﬂ'émt ‘whether he
was or not) and said “Mr. M. you may be ¢or-
rect, | am not well informed on the subject,
hawine nover rend nn much as 1 ought to have
to think you are mistaken, I will evamine and
if I find proofs against you, [ will produce them
the pext time I see you. He Inughed, and
said “you will not find them.” The week af.
ter the above conversation took lace, the Bi.
ble class of our village met and P ‘propased to
ite members, that :ﬁey should take for their
proof question the ensuing week. «“Do the
writers of the Old Testament teach that man

is an immortal and néible creature?”- -1
feund no difficulty infelecting abundant testi.
mony, the strongest Job, where the res.

urrection {rom the dead, even of the body, is



I-.mony;,thé strongest #pm Job, where the res.
‘urrection from the dead, even of &E; body, is
08 plaiuly €Xpressed, s any where in the
New Testament; next from Psalms and a num.
Jber of the Prophets; and last, by strong infer.
lence, throughout dll ' the Books of Moses.——
{When I next saw 'my young friend, I produc.
«ed the result of my investigations, and had [
then known what I'knew a short time aftor.
wards, the blush of shame would have been
brought to his brow by telling him, he had been
merely repeating the slang of some gret man,
who _himself had been guilty of borrowing
and embellishing the same falsehood, invented
and hunded down under the sanction of o high
sounding name; cach Lin their turn echoing the
natruth of the other, nnd believing a lic hecause
fabricated bya learned man. Lord Byron, in
a preface to one of his rhost celebrnted poems,
makes the same assertion, which startled me
so much when I 'first' heard it from M.
M. The ivstant I read Lord Byron's remarks,
I saw through the whole deception imposad
by the authority of a great name. How ma
Young men, who in like manner are misled
jingling their judgmeats to such authority, it
might probably surprise one to know. To all
such I would say, in the words of Inspiration;
“Ye have eaten the fruit of lies, because thou
didst trust in thy ways in the multitude of thy
mighty men.”, - Aud they will continue to eat
his bitter and fatal fruit ‘so long as they con-
inue to “pin their faith to the sleeves” of In,
1 N R M. |
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[Iinue to'"pih'th;i_;-_failh to the sleeves” of In,

fidels. - . . M.
‘Wa would inform “M.” that the opinion upon
whigh she here comnmeonts, is not confined to Infidels.
Many Christians have adopted it. . At tho hoad, of
these stande Bishop Warburton, the Author of “The

Divins Lagation of Moses™ ' "This watk was written
fok the expréss purjoss of proving, that the immortal.’
ity of the sou) is & dootrine nowhers taught in the'

Ol Toutainent Books of tise Bible. In it the Bishop
displays'a'-power of argiment, sud, we are sorryta
o t, F invctivavleo, mldom equalied. - |
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