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Efjl'rows CORRESPONDENCE.|

Bmﬁ;um,-luk: 8th, 1é34.. .
|

Deah Bin, _ |

I left Bt. Louis, as you are aware, on Tharsday laat,
intending to make a tour, on horaoback, thrm'lgh the'
Northern and Westurn Cotritics of the state. 1 rode
that sfterhooh 'to thia Plash, in and about which ¥,
have remained evet Binte, but leave thisafternoon 'ih#
the prosecution of my journey.

8t. Chades, 1 need not tell you, was settled many
years sinde by the ¥renth, and the village iteelf has
already the appearance of anold place. Many ofthe
buildings have very much the appearance of decay. |
Upon the admission of Missouri into the Union in 1821,
the seat of Governcent was temporarily established
here., There can be no doubt that this operated injuri-
‘ously upon the best interests of the town,as hopes werd
excited,and improvements planned and commenced in
buildfﬁg.‘&c.;whinh ‘dobet calctlation would not have
| justified, as the Yesult has phinljr evinced.




‘Ahe consequefice has been, that tor somo years |
beat the village of St. Charles has been retrogading,
or at least, but hardly retaining its own. Lately, how.
ever, I am informed, and ss appearances indicate,
symptorts ¥f revival sppear, and improvements, of
variows kinds, ate taking placo. Hitherto a gredt
Mihdetanice Yo the advancing prosperity of the place,
has been the condition of Mich of the lands aroutd
. Thoese are held by the towu, as whit iadknown in
this countty, By the name of “Commons.” And un.
til lately, those who wished to settle upon them were
unable to obtaih permanent titles. This difficulty is
now ubﬁnh&. and the Trustees of the Town, in
whom, for the time being, the proprietorship of the
lands is vested, grant them on perpetual leases at an
annual interest of 4 per cent. The consequence is
that these lands—much of them of an excellent qual-
ity, and delightfully situated on the héights around
the town—are already taken up, or are fast becoming
so. Many Germans too, of tho laboring class, aro
seitling in the coanty; and though these will not
much increasé the intelligence, they will greatly add
to the productive labor of the codnty. Germans
are proverbis) for their industry, and what is not a
less valuaMe quality, for staying at home and mind.
thg their own business—being neither factious, tur.
bulent nor impudently officious, as we find to our cost,
is the case with-emigrants from some other nations.
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If we now turn to view the moral, religious and
intellectual condition of 8t. Charles, we shall seo a
picture of alternate light and shade—much cause for
congratulatién and many things to regret. A large
portion, perhaps two-thirds, of the population of the
village iteelf, consists of French. These, a3 usual,
are generally quiet and inoffensive in their manners,
but most of them deplorably ignorant, and of course
may be ekpected Lo be still under the delusions of the
Romfth Church. There'isa Roman Catholic Church
here, and preparations are being made for the erection
of & héw Convent in addition to, or to take the place

: of, tho ono already here, I know not which. And,

strange to say, hore as elsowhere, Protestants are
found contributing to advance these schemes of crafly,
intriguing Jesuits. Grog-shops roar their pestilential
heads, and present their open doors, from which is-
sues a pestilential atmosphere—the very effluvia of
the pit, and I never smell a drunkard’'s breath that [
do not think of it—sufficient to taint the morais of
the whole town. Though I do not know that
Charles is, by any means distinguithed alove other
liks ‘rinlﬁ'&ﬂ in our state and country, for possessing
a siperabundance of these puinted decoys of Satan.
In St. Charles, there are, I understand, eight of these,
besides woveral public taverns,and this fur a population
of not far from 800. The cholera—with which, as is
well known, this village was so soverely afllicted the
last season—has had an unfavorable effect upon the
cause of Temperance. Many hero, as clsewhore,who
were about letting go their hold of the brandy bottle,
have renewed their grasp inork tenaciously than ever,in
the vain—as I cannot but think—belief that it con.
taios an antidote to that truly awful disodse.
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| On the other band, a decided stand has been made
in favor of the Temperance Reformation—numbers
of the most influential and most respectable jnhabi.
tants—aside from the religious portion of the com.
| munity—are found among itss'aunch defonders and
promotérs. I have been told, that thoro are soveral
casos of reformed ﬂ'r‘unkl'i'dl in the town. Tho 8t.
Charles Tampara.l{ca Society is in efficient operauon,
end is auxiliary to the Missouri State Temperance
Society.

Our Methodist brethren have a Chureh in the vil.
lage—a small brick building. ‘The church is few in
number, and they are supplied by a circuit preacher
ones a month. The Baptists have a fow members,
atid preaching onte a month.
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‘I'he Presbylerian Church here hus numbered as
high asa hundred mombers, but owing to various
causes—dispersion, the cholera, &ec.—they are now
reduced to somewhere about 60. They worship at
présent, in the Courl House—an old and ruinoue
building, which, for the credit of the county, wo hope
will soon be replaced with a better—but are engaged
in buildiog & Chtrch of brick, 40 feot square. It is
slig;ibly smituated bt the hill above the town. But
though its foundations are laid, Itswells rise but sldw-
ly. Itisto be hoped that they will sucfteed in rin:
dering it suitable for the use of the congrogation, be.
fore the winds and the frosts of winter shull surprise
them with an unceremonious visit through the grevi-
ces and broken windows of the Court House. Bro-
ther NicuoLs ministers to the Church as their stated
supply. He preaches here thres S8abbaths out of four
—the fourth Sabbath Is ocoupied by a Baptiet brothef
==giid his labots, so far as I could Jearn, are quite ac-
ceptable to the people. May he be greatly blessed in
his éff6£ts to build up the Redeemer’s kingdom in St.
Charles. There are a fow most devoted and useful
meimbers of the church hefe, among whom, certainly
fiot the second plate belotigs lo dome ‘honorable
womién.” ‘In the Babbath School are about 70 schols
ars, bosides & school of blacks consisting of hetwoen
forty and fifty members, and this last is sustained
wholly by the efforts of the females to whom 1 refer. l
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In the vicinity of Bt. Ghlrlu, are several delight.
ful country seats. Among these msy be mentioned |
Linden Wood, the residence of Maj. 8. Commédnd-
inga pleasant prospect and ombosomed in & grove of
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| classic beanty and shadd, one cannot but k‘ﬂﬂ,’i on i

apptoaching it, that he is entering the confinén'sT a
spot ‘sacred to the haunts of the fariés and wood
nymphs of the Posts. And if npon entofiny thé bhan.

| #ioh, thé delusion’should be dissipatdd, it Ys because

we find the humble piety of the Christiah udorning the
sceno ‘over which genius and caltivated tasto preside.
But 1(‘J‘l:.rinrtin’nu piety and humil'iljv Tuﬁ'u little indeed to
do With the fhr.fumed Arcadias'Sf the Poets,

Mrs. 8. has under hor care at present, several Yolng |
Ladies and Misses, who are in a course of education.
Her plan is to mingle the uweful with the sweet, the
practical with the ornamental branches of & female
education. And so far as I may be supposed capable
of judging, she is succeeding admirably. Living with
ber, and family,in all respects,a patt of her family,her
pupils through alternate Weeks, one ata time, preside |
over the domestic duties of the .hounhuid. This oe.
cupies, for the week, about the sathe time, that would |
othorwise be devoted to recreation, hid is, in fact, by
the pupil, considered as such; whfile, at the same Yinte, ;
it makes her acquiinted with those real duties 'of a |
wothah's life, the want of which knéwledge Ao other
accompfishments ‘cah supply. ¥ say nb other decom.
plishments, becaoes, hiowever they may have usaally
been designated, ¥ look Gpon them us traly such, and |
that o ugthn highest order. 1 like to sce a lady's #in.
gors moving awiftly And gracefally over the keys 6f
hér piato, of if vou please, striking the *light guitar;”
but then I like, too, Lo see those same delicate fiugers
sometlimes grasping, and wielding, the spoon, the la. |
dle, and, if need be, the distaffi nor does it lessen their
beauty in my eyes, if the fair skin shew marks of the
needle, the thimble, and the scissors,
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Nor is it forgotten in the system of instruction par.
sued at Linden Wood, that “the foar of the Lord fs the
beginning of wisdom.” With maternal solicitude and
arsiduity, the pupils have daily impressed dpon their
minds those truths that are ‘‘able to make them wise
unto salvation.” And tho result of this teaching is
su¢h as might be txpected. The most cordial harmo.
nv and good feeling prevail, and never have 1 seen
happier faces, or more smilingly cheerful countenance’
than those among the pupils of Linden Wood.

But I must close this letter, alroady too long, and
taking leave of my hospitable friends at St. Charles
mount my horse to proceed on my journey alone, car.
rying with me only the rethembrance of their kindnesa.
And yot not slone, fince I hope to have the présenco
and guidanee of Him, who dever leaves nor forsakes

those who put their trust in him.
Yours &,

R S S oy
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