
Lindenwood University Lindenwood University 

Digital Commons@Lindenwood University Digital Commons@Lindenwood University 

Regional Items Regional History 

5-1839 

Journal of the Proceedings of the "Board of Internal Journal of the Proceedings of the "Board of Internal 

Improvements" in the State of Missouri Improvements" in the State of Missouri 

Missouri Board of Internal Improvements 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents 

 Part of the United States History Commons 

https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_history
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fregional_documents%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fregional_documents%2F26&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

"BOARD OF INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS," 
IN THE 

STATE OF MISSOURI, 

Begun and held at tlie Oily of St . Louis, on the 6th ~f May, 1839. 

At the first meeting of the " Board of Internal Improvements, " in 
the State of Missouri, convened according to law, by appointment of 
the Governor, at the City of Saint Louis, on Monday, the sixth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thirty­
nine, the following Directors, duly appointed and commissioned, ap­
peared, and took their seats, to-wit: 

George C. Sibley, of St. Charles county . 
Hugh Meredith, of Monroe county. 
Benj. F .' Robinson, of Cole county. 

Absent-Cornelius Davy, of Jackson county, and Robert White, of 
Scott ceunty. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, Geo. C. Sibley was appointed tempo­
rary Chairman, and Mr. J. 0. Gamble, temporary Secretary. 

Mr. Meredith then moved an adjournment till 10 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning, to wait the arrival of Messrs. Davy and White, which was 
agreed to, and the meeting was adjourned accordingly . 

Tuesday, May 7th. 
The meeting as adjourned yesterday, took place this morning at 10 

o'clock. 
Present-The same Directors as on yesterday. Messrs. Davy and 

White not yet appearing to take their seats, it was moved by Mr: 
Meredith, as an act of courtesy to those gentlemen, to adjourn till 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning, and then proci.ed to organise the Board, 
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according lo law, which motion was agreed to, and the adjournment 
look place accordingly. 

Wednesday morning, May 8th. 
Messrs. Sibley, Meredith and Robinson, the Directors present on 

yesterday and the day before, met again this morning pursuant to ad­
journment. Messrs. Davy, of Jackson and White, of Scott, still absent. 

The three Directors present, being "a quorum for the transaction of 
business," determined unanimously, to proceed to the orgauization 0f 

the Board, and to the transaction of business without any further delay; 
nothing having been heard from the two absent Directors. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, and the coneurrence of Mr. Robinson, 
Geo. 'c. Sibley, the Director from St. Charles county, was duly ap­
pointed President of the Board for two years, and immediately took 
his seat as President. 

Messrs. Sibley, Meredith and Robinson, then filed their official 
oaths respectively, (taken before the, Mayor of Sn. Louis,) as required 
by law, which were ordered to be recorded, and then transmitted to the 
Secretary of State. 

On r,wtion of Mr. Robinson, the Board proceeded to determine by 
lot, as by law required, the time which each Director. now appointed , 
shall hold his office; and' it was in due form determined, that Hugh 
Meredith, Robert White and Cornelius Davy, shall each hold his office 
for the teem of two years-and that Benjamin F. Robinson and George 
C. Sibley shall each hoM his office four years. 

The President laid before the Board communications in writing from 
the Governor, containing his nominations of William H. C. Bartlett, 
and William H. Morelf, one of whom, at the option of the Board, to 
be chief Engineer of the State of Missouri-the Board on motio.n of 
Mr. Meredith, proceeded immediately to consider the said nominations. 
Of Mr. Bartlett's wishes in relation to this appointment, the Board 
were entirely uninformed. • 

Mr . Morell signified in person, his willingness to accept, and pte­
sented such testimonials of his qualifications for the office of chief 
Engineer, as were entirely satisfactory to the Board, whereupon, on 
motion of Mr. Robinson, the Board unanimously consented to the 
appointment of William H. Morell, to be chief Engineer of the State 
of Missouri; and directed that the President inform the Governor of 
said confirmation. 
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On motion of Mr. Meredith, the iBoa1·d unanimously agreed lo fix 
the salary of the chief Engineer at two 1Jhousand ·do·llars per annum, 
.payable rqu;rterly, fr.om this day, and recommend the same to the 
Governor for his approval. 

Adjourned till 9 o'clock, . to.mor,row morning. 

'rflhursday, May 9th. 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present-M~ssrs. Sibley, P,resid1mt, Me~edith and Robinson. 
Mr. Cornelius Davy, of Jackson county, a Director duly appointed 

and commissioned, appeared, filed his official oath, and took his seat 
as a member of the Board. Mr. White, of Scott, still absent and 
unheard from. 

On motion of Mr. Rob·inson, John H. McMillan, of St. Louis, 
was appointed Secretary of \he Board of Directors, w.ho, after being 
duly qualified, entered immediately upon the ,duties of said -office. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, is ,is ordered by ,the Board, that the 
Secretary of this Board sl,i,all receive as compensation for his service;, 
during the sessions of the Board, five dollars per day when in atten ­
dance, and also an allowance of one hundred do.ZZars per annum fo r 
office rent and extra services. 

On motion ,of Mr. Robins01i, it is ordered, that ,the Secretary pro­
cure such books and stationery as are requisite for recording the pro • 
ceedings of the Board in a permanent manner, for keeping the accounts 
and other records by law required, and such as rnay be necessary under 
the direction of the Board and President, to the tFansaction of th e 
busines:i of 'the Board from time to time. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, it is ordered by the .Board, tihat the 
chief Engineer shaU have authority,, in conjunction witlh. the Gommis. 
ioners of the Board respectively, to employ in his Dep·artment, two 
assistant };ngineers-two Surveyors-two Rodmen-two Flagmen­
four Chainmen-four Axemen; two Cooks, and such other ·aids as may 

.be necessary, having a due regard to economy, to promote the serviue; 
and ·he shall be authorised to allow the following maximum rates o[ 
compensation for faithful services, to. wit: 

To the assistant Engi-neers--twelve huml,red and fifty doilars per 
annum. 

To tlu~ Surveyors-sixty dollars per month . . 
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To the Rodmen-fortyjive dollars per month . 
To the Flagmen-thirty dollars per month . 
To the Chainmen-Axemen, Cooks and other common hands, 

twenty dollars per month. 
And the said chief Engineer shall also be authorised, in conjunction 

as aforesaid, to procure iill the instrurn1tnts, implements, tents, camp 
furniture, transportation, &c., that may from time to time be necessary 
to advance the service. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Friday, May 10th. 
The Boarrl met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present-Messrs. Sibley, President, Meredith, Davy and Robinson . 

Mr. White still absent. 
On motion of .LWr. Robinson, it is ordered by the Board, that the 

sum of one tlwu.~ancl dollars be placed in the hands of Wm. H. 
Morell, the chief Engineer, for the purchase of such instruments, im­
plements, stationery, tents, &c., necessary to fit out and organise for 
active service, two field parties for making surveys and reconnoisances , 
under the superintendence of such Commissioner or Commissioners as 
this Board may direct. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, it is ordered by the Board, that Corne­
lius Davy be appointed Commissioner of this Board, to superintend 
the survey and reconnoisance of the North Grand River. That B. F . 
Robinson be appointed Commissioner to superintend the survey of the 
Osage River. That Hugh Meredith be appointed Commissioner to 
superintend the survey of the Salt River. That Geo. C. Sibley and 
Robert White be appointed Commissioners of the Board to superintend 
the s1:1rvey and reconnoisance of the Merrimec River, and a route for a 
Rail Road from the City of St. Louis to the Iron Mountain. 

That the said Sibley and White may make such division of the 
labor hereby assigned to them, as they may agree upon. And that 
each Commissioner be authorised to call in the advice and asstisance 
of one or more of his colleagues, when he may deem it necessary and 
expedient. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it is ordered by the Board, that each 
Commissioner appointed by the foregoing order, is hereby authorised to 
contract for, and purchase all such materials, provisions, labor, &c. , 

I 
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as may be necessary to the completion of the surveys and reconnoisances 
respectively assigned to him. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, it is ordered by the B'oard, that th e 
chief Engineer shall be instructed to proceed without delay to organise 
the two field parties, already ordered by the Board; one of which, he 
shall place on active service immediately, on the Salt River survey and 
reconnoisance-and the other to be immediately placed on service, in 
making the survey, &c. , of a route for a Rail Road from St. Lou:s to 
the Iron Mountain. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it is ordered by the Board, that out of 
the Internal Improvement fund, the sum of one thousand and five hun­
dred dollars be entrusted to Hugh Meredith, the Commissioner appointed 
by this Board to superintend the survey and reconnoisance of Salt 
River. That the sum of three thousand and five hundred dollars, be 
entrusted to Benjamin F. Robinson, the Commissioner appointed to 
superintend the survey and reconnoisance of the Osage River. 

That the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars be entrusted to 
Cornelius Davy, the Commissioner appointed by this Board to super. 
intend the survey and reconnoisance of the North Grand River. 

That the sum of three thousand dollars be entrusted to Robert White, 
the Commissioner appointed by the Board to superintend the survey, 
&c., of the Merrimec River. 

And that the sum of five thousand dollars be entrusted to George C. 
Sibley, the Commissioner appointed by this Board to superintend th e 
survey and reconnoisance of a route for a Rail Road from the City of 
St. Louis to the Iron Mountain. Provided that the contingent expenses 
of the Board, (including the compensation of the Secretary of the 
Board, and the books and stationery necessary for his office,) shall be 
paid out of the funds entrusted to the said G. C. Sibley. 

The Board then adjourned until 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, 11th May . 
The Board met according to adjournment. 
Present-All the Directors, except Mr. White. 
On motion of Mr. Davy, it is ordered by the Board, that in order 

to obtain from the Treasury the Internal Improvement fund, there 
must be an order of this Board authorising the President thereof, tc 
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rnake requisition from time to time, as may be specially ordered by the 
Board, on the Auditor of Public Accounts, io the form following. 

"To the Auditor of Pitblic Accounts for the State of Missouri . 
Sm: You ar,e hereby authorised and required to issue your warrant 

on the Treasurer of the State of Missouri, in favor of-----­
for the sum of------ to be paid out of money in the Treasury , 
•awo;priated by ,an act.of the General Assembly of the State of Mis . 
souri, entitled "an act supplementary to an act, entitled an act to estab­
lish a General System of Internal Improvements in the Stat,e of Mis­
souri," approved February 13th, 1839. The said payment to be made · 
in wnformity to Law. By order of the Board of Internal Improve­
ments." 

And on motion of Mr. Davy, it is further ordered by the Board, in 
refer.ence to the foregoing order, that the President issue his requisitions 
on the Auditor of Public Accounts in favor of each of the acting Com­
missione1s of the Board, and in favor of the chief Engineer, for the 
several sums of money assigned and entrusted to them respectively, 
for the purposes specified, by the two orders o( the Board adopted on 
yesterday, on motions of Mr. Robinson. 

And also, that the President issue his requisitions on the Auditor o[ 
Public Accounts,._quarterly, in favor of Wm. H. Morell, the chief En­
gineer, for the amount of his quarter's salary, as the same falls due. 

On motio.n of Mr. Meredith, 'it is ordered by the Board, that the 
office of the chief Engineer shall be permanently located at the City 
of Jelferson. 

On motion of Mr. Meredith, it is ordered by the Board, that every 
Director of the Board be authorised and required to devote such atten­
tion ,to each respective survey and reconnoisance ordered; as will satisfy 
him of the proper progress thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Davy, the Board appointed Mr. B. F. Robinson 
to prepare By.Laws for the government of the Board, and those under 
its control. 

Adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o'clock. 

Monday morning, May 13th. 
The Boitrd met pursuant to adjourJ!ment. 
Present-G. C. Sibley, President, C. Davy, H. Meredith and B . F , 

·Robinson. Absent, R. White. 
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Mr. B. F. Robinson, who was appointed on Saturday to prepare 
By.Laws, &c., made his report to the Board; which, after discu~sion 
and forne amendments, was adopted as follows. 

l st. Until otherwise prov.ided, the Board shall hold its two, stated 
meetings in each yeav, as by law required, in the C~ty of St. Louis, 
on. the fim Mondays of May and September. 

2d.. At aU the meetings of the Board, the President shall take the 
chair at the time previously appointed, and on the motion of any mem­
ber, the names of absentees shall be noted on the mi_nutes. 

3d. The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the Board. He 
shall keep correct minutes of all its proceedings, and record the same, 
togedrnr with the names of the members present, and their places of 
reside11ce, in a book to be called a journal. 

4th. AM motions and propositions offered to the Board, shall be 
submitted in writing by the mover, and lhe vote of each member, upon 
any question, shall be viva voce, and entered on the minutes, if de~ired 
by, any member of the Board. 

5th. On motion of any member, the Boacd1 may at any time resolve 
itself in_to, an, interlocutory committee; and when any measure sliall 
have been thus nepared, the President shall call lo order, and the 
Board pro<.:eed thereon, in regular parliamentary method . 

6th. It, shall be the duty of the Secretary, to cecord: i,01 a weU bound 
book to be kept fov that prupose, aJI the bonds andi official oaths hy 
law required to be so recorded. .And after such bonds and oaths shall. 
be recorded asi aforesaid, the Secvetary shall transmit the originals 
without delay, to the Secretary of Stat(il). 

7th. The, Secretary, of the, Boaid shall keep l'iis offiee in, the City 
of St. Louis, until otherwise directed. The journal of the proceedings 
of the Board,, and all other books, &c., pertaining to said office, shall 
at all times be open to the inspection of the President and Directors; 
the Governor, members of the General Assembly, and such otheF per. 

~ sons aa they mai designate~and to .oo others .. 
8th. The Presi<len t shaU examine and conect the minutes, of the 

proceedings of tbe Board, and see that they be correctly and fully re. 
corded in the journal in proper order and fonn, and he shall, from time 
lo time, sign the same on the j,ournal. 

9th. In case a vacancy should occur in the office 0£ Secretary of 
the Board, by death, resignation, removal from the county in which the . 
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rneetings of the Board are held, or otherwise, the President shall ap. 
point some suitable person to act as Secretary until the next meeting 
of the Board; who shall take charge of the olftce, books, papers, and 
all other appendages thereof, and receive for his ~ervices the same 
rates of compensation allowed the Secretary appointed by the Board. 

10th. The President shall, without delay, certify officially to the 
i" t?~~ ..,._ all such orders and resolntions of the Board, as require his 

concurrent action therein. And the President shall generally do and 
perform all such duties as may be requisite to cary into effect the orders 
and resolutions of the Board. 

11th. In order that the Board of Directors may be enabled prompt­
ly and fully lo make their annual settlements with the Auditor, as the 
law directs; it shall be required rigidly, of all persons who may at any 
time be entrusted with any of the public money under the direction of 
the Board; to render their accounts to the Board at their regular meet . 
ings on the first Mondays in May and September every year; which 
accounts shall exhibit foll and correct statements, based upon sufficient 
vouchers, (in duplicates,) specifying, minutely, every expenditure, its 
object, use, &c. All which accounts and vouchers shall be filed in 
the office of the Secretary of the Board of Directors. 

12th. The chief Engineer shall take and subscribe an oath faith­
fully and impartially to discharge his duties: And he shall administer 
a like oath to his assistants and other persons employed under his au. 
thority, and certify the same to the Board. 

Mr. Meredith being indisposed, asked and obtained leave of absence 
to return home in a boat ready to leave, 

The Board then adjourned till to.morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, May 14th. 
The Board met according to adjournment. 
Present-G. C. Sibley, President, C. Davy and B. F . .Robinson . 

Absent....:...Mr. Meredith, on leave, and Mr. White not yet arrived. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, it is ordered by the Board, that in case 

Robert White, (the Commissioner appointed by this Board to superin­
tend the survey and reconnoisance of the Merrimec River,) shall not 
accept the appointment of Director of the Board of Internal Improve. 
ment, the person who may be appointed by the Governor in Mr. White's 
place, is hereby appointed and authorised to act as the Commissioner 
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·of 'the B1oard 6h tne said 'su'rvey and reconrloisance. And tli'e Presidefit 
is hereby authorised 'ahd directed to issue his 'r'equfoiti'on on the A'uditor M 
Public Accounts in favot of the perkorl so Rppointed as aforesaid, for the 
sum of money, (three thousand dollcvrs,) heretofore appointed by the 
Board for the survey and reconnoisance of said Merrimec river. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it is ordered by the Board, that in 
order the better to enable the chief Engineer to shpw the Geological 
and Mineralogical features of the Ri~er Osage, he is her~by , authorised 
to call to his assistance some fit and proper person as Geologist, who 
shall receive a campensation not to exceed five dollars per day whiie 
in actual service: to be paid out of any money in the hands of the 
Commissioner appointed to superintend the survey and reconnoisance 
of said River. 

At the request of Mr. Sibley, who could not concur with Messrs. 
Robinson and Davy in adopting the foregoing order, the following pro­
testation was directed by the Board to be entered on the Journal of 
their proceedings, to.wit: . • 

Beiieving that neither the appointment OT employment o} a Geologist ' 
was contemplated or authorised by the L egistaiure, and that no money 
has by law been appropriated iherefor, and for other reaSO'(I.S; G. C. 
Sibley dissents from, arid protests against, ite adoptimi of the ord~r 
aforesaid, and requests that this declaration be entered upo;. the Journal. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it is ordered by the Board, that the 
sum of fourteen dollars be allowed and paid to Timothy Leahy, out of 
the contingent fund, for his services to the Board, during their present 
session. 

On motion of Mr. Davy, it is ordered by the Board, that a copy of 
the rough minutes of the proceedings of, the Board to the present time, 
be prepared, signed by the Presidint .. and each Director now present, 
countersigned by the Secretary of the Board, and immediately trans­
mitted to the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Davy, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted, to-wit: 

R esolved, That the President communicate to the Mayor and citi­
zens of St. Louis, the thanks of the Board, for their kind services and 
polite attentions during their present session. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, ordered, that the Board do now adjourn 
4 
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to meet again in the City of St. Louis, on the first Monday in Sep­
tember nuxt, and the Board was adjourned accordingly. 

GEORGE C. SIBLEY, President. 

The Governor, "by and with the consent of the Board of Internal 
Improvements," appointed and commissioned 

WM. H. Mo RELL, to be chief Engineer of the State of Missouri. 
The Board of Directors made the following appointments. 

• GEORGE C. Sm LEY, President of the Board: 
JoHN H. McMrLL . .rn, Secretary. 

CoRNELIUS DAvY, Commissioner on the North Grand River mr-
Yey, &c. 

Huoa MEREDITH, Commissioner on the Salt River survey, &c. 
B. F. ROBINSON', Commissioner on the Osage River survey, &c. 
RoBERT WmTE, Commissioner on the Merrimec River survey, &c. 
G. C. SIBLEY, Commissioner on the Rail Road route from Saint 

Louis to the Iron Mountain. 
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