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* In-depth research into this problem
highlights the need for further investiga-
tion into OSCA’s prevalence, the methods
perpetrators use to target victims, the

social, emotional, and physical impact on

survivors, and the barriers that prevent
disclosure and reporting.

Research on prevalence and dynamics of offenses remain limited in
the United States, with most studies occurring out of the states,
however one survey from the University of New Hampshire found:!»°

As the virtual world continues to expand,
Online Sexual Child Abuse (OSCA) is
becoming an increasingly urgent issue, with
various forms of technological exploitation,
such as nonconsensual image misuse and
coerced image recruitment, emerging as
methods of harm.! Victims of OSCA often
delay disclosure, sometimes not coming
forward until years later.2 This delay is often
due to fear of the offender discovering the
disclosure, feelings of shame, or the belief

that the abuse was not severe enough.?

* 16% of young adults in the U.S. reported
experiencing at least one form of OSCA before
turning 18. (Total of 2639 survey participants)”

Investing into OSCA research will
help support:

« The overall prevalence rates are recorded in the table!
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« Children as young as 8 are at risk, with online sexual
victimization peaking between ages 12—14; different offense
types require tailored prevention strategies.?

 Risk is influenced by multiple factors, including
developmental stage, gender, mental health, parent-child
dynamics, and online access—girls and LGBT+ youth are
especially vulnerable.?

» A Turkish study of 1,501 cases, 14.1% involved online
sexual abuse; 92.3% of victims were girls, and Instagram was
the most frequently used platform.*

« Percentage of types of OSCA from the survey!
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e Victims report immediate emotional impacts,
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affecting their relationships with family and peers.?
« Long-term effects include difficulties with trust,

particularly in friendships and romantic relationships, with
many fearing future abuse and struggling to build
connections.?

e Survivors linked their abuse to lasting mental health
issues, including anxiety, OCD, PTSD symptoms, and even
psychosis, often fueled by ongoing feelings of self-blame.?
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