
Lindenwood University Lindenwood University 

Digital Commons@Lindenwood University Digital Commons@Lindenwood University 

Regional Items Regional History 

5-1837 

Reply of a Missouri Presbyter, To Charges Published Against Him Reply of a Missouri Presbyter, To Charges Published Against Him 

on the Ground of Common Fame, and Without Trial, by the on the Ground of Common Fame, and Without Trial, by the 

Presbytery of St. Charles Presbytery of St. Charles 

Hiram Chamberlain 

R. L. McAfee 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents 

 Part of the United States History Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Chamberlain, Hiram and McAfee, R. L., "Reply of a Missouri Presbyter, To Charges Published Against Him 
on the Ground of Common Fame, and Without Trial, by the Presbytery of St. Charles" (1837). Regional 
Items. 25. 
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents/25 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Regional History at Digital Commons@Lindenwood 
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Regional Items by an authorized administrator of Digital 
Commons@Lindenwood University. For more information, please contact phuffman@lindenwood.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_history
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fregional_documents%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fregional_documents%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents/25?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fregional_documents%2F25&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phuffman@lindenwood.edu


REPLY 

OF 

A MISSOURI PRESBYTER, 
. 

TO tHARGES PUBtlSH·ED AGAINn HIM,, oN: THE GROUND OF COMMON FAME, 

AND WITHOUT TRIAL,. BV THE PRESBVTERV OF ST, CHARLES. 

' ~ 1 -

~;blican of May 5th, bas the foliowi11g Iiole: 
"TO THE PUBLIC. 

last St. Louis Obeerver contains an assault on my character, injurious to 
aw'ae a man, as a citizen of this community, arid a m'inister of ihe gospel of Christ. _ 
'l'o me, as to all, character is valuable; and this publication, I deem, requires prompt 

. andeffle1ent notice. Such notice it shall receive on my return from Pittsburgh, where 
'i. am now going, as a deleg·aie to the General Assembly from the Presbytery of 
Misseuri. Until I, am faidy heard in my own defence, I request a generous public 
\o l!Ulipend their judgment. This will be just to me, and honorable to themselves. 

~ - • ff. CHAMBERLAIN. 
~&. Loui8, M:iy i;tll, 1B36.;i 
-. brief note was replied to, by an anonymous writer, whos.e ignoble effort, with 

idl odiers.ofhi& clam, I pass in silence. • 
F • ;lattlle pablialied records of a Presbytery, which has no jurisdiction over me, are 

\videly different. I would silently pass them-would most gladly cast a mantle over 
the faults of all my brethren-and would hide them forever. But self-defence is 
an imperious law of our nature . • When wantonly assailed, every man must yield 
a right loyal obedience; or be driven from among his peers, as a pusillanimous wretch. 
! avoid the alternative, and cheerfully submit to this law. I must do violence t9 
my very being, if I did not. But necessary seif-difmce is the only ground which I 
propose to occupy. Farther thari this, t will no t expose the faults ofo thers. 

• -:::: When II public effort is made to blast the reputation of a citizen, without trial 
and without a hearing; when the condemnatory records of a judicatory are publish­
ed to the world, with no other basis than rumor; when every shield Of char­
acter, and personal happiness is thus torn off and prostrated, the principles of the 
American Constitution are outraged, and every man is interested in the result. If 
lb.e citizen so treateu is a minister of the gospel, the government of the Church is 
trampled on, in its most obvious rules; and every other minister, and every mem­
ber has rights in jeopardy, beca~se the vital principles of the church compact, 
and cf the social compact, are violated, and such violation is a wide- l'p!iead pUblic 

~ vi!. • · _J~.,~f~~W~ 
li.w.t.kr-~ul-1.,4-,-..,n_,f[ 

r 



// 

( 2 J 

' Under these circums tances, l believe that the ministers, churches, nnd people of 
Missouri, will bear with me, and ~y mpathise with me, while I set before them tlia 
grievances of which I complain, and appeal to their sense of public justice, ond indi­
vidual right. I do this with entire confide1ice, because I have founcl by an exten­
sive intercourse, and a ten years' residence among them, tha t their love of ch aracter 

.:z;tmd liberty is ardent, and th ei r abhorrence of persecution, is s tror, g, If the facts in 
i this case shall show, that 1 h~ve been unj ustly assailed in a public journal, I can 

antic1ptate the award of their judgment. Well nm I assured, it will be prompt 
and etlicient, and the author of these aggressive act, will , in the end, h ave no 
reason to pride himself on the fru its of his labors, persevenng and abundant as they 
may be. 
~ While I am the subject of unmanly attack, and am puhlis'l,ed in broad sheets over 

the land as a man of defective veracity, it is proper the pub he should know, that my 
standing at this moment, in the Synod and Presby tery of Missouri, is perfectly fair. 
'rhat I share largely in the confidence and aflec tio ns of the people of this county, 
thntone entire church is united in my support, and a majority of another · conti nue 
to cherish me, as the min ister of thetr choice. And these are churches, who have 
had an acquaintance with me for the last ten years. They have known my losses, 
trials, and labors among them. Why then am I persecuted1 ,vhy do my bre thren, 
that live remote, arid h a ve been a $h9rter time in this State, now comqine to des troy 
me1 Why1 ' 
~ The following plain matters of fact, deserve the serious consideration of every 

reader. 
On the 31st of l\farch, 183G, lhc Reverend J ohn S. Ball presented in my behalf, 

. to the Presby tery of Saint Charles, then in session at Troy, a certi ficate of "good, 
regular, and fai r standing as a minister of the gospel." ,vhereupon, the Rev. 
W. P . Cochran, Moderator, left his seat, and opposed my reception. H e read a 
list of injurious and oflensive charges against me, and sustained them by broad and 

j vehement assertions. Less privileged, at this bar, than the chained felon, I was 
permitted no reply to this public and unmanly attack. But the Moderator having 
resumed his seat, the vote was taken on the motion to receive me, and lost, one min• 
lster, Re\'.. G. C. '1-Vood, and two or more elders voting in opposi tion to me. Against 
this high handed and oppressive act, the Rev. John S. Ball , on e of the oldest, and 
most venerable of our clergy, entered on the record his solemn protes t, remarking 
that he had known me ever since I h ad come to the State, and he believed me to he 
an hone!t man, and a christian. 
~ PROTEST. 
:;;;.-The undersigned feels himself constrained to protest against the proceedings and 

vote of this Presbytery, in the case of the Rev. H iram Chamberlain, upon the 
presentation of hi s let ter of.dis mission from the Presbytery of Missouri, directed to 
this Presbytery for admission as a member thereof; and which they have rejected. 
~ The following reasons are assigned for this protest: 
~ 1. The letter ofdismission contained a full a10d fair testimony to the moral and 
ll ministerial character of the said brother- no objection bei ng made to the letter. 

- 2. That the Synod of Missouri had, during their session last September, at the 
request of the said R ev. H. Chamberlain, investigated certai n, and sundry evil re· 
ports, which had been industriously put into circulation, injurious to the moral 

l)character of the said brother; and upon hi s exhibiting evidences of hi s innocence of 
those charges, did not only express their approbation of the sufficiency of those 
evidences, but moreo ver, expressed their entire confidence in him as a bro ther, and 

. in his ministerial character. 
~- Because the proceed ings of the P resbytery in this case, 1s 

~nharsh and, 1Yttr tp t ,r ~it;i.>lfe1 '·.Jl°.o 

, 1, 
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wh.ic1i forbids comrlaints or i1tfurmation of oflt.:nccs, uefvre those menns hnve been 

first resorted to which are required by Christ, in Mat. 18, ch. 15, 16; nn� cor'.trary 

to that caution which is recommended in chap. 4, sec. 4, and more especially 1? tho 

caae of a gospel nuni$ter. See chap. 5, sec. 5 and 6. But a number ofnccusatrons, 

;' of a highly offensive character, were made grotmtously by one of the membe�s of

JI Predhytery. Some of which had bean decided by Synod, and the brother_ acquitted 

// thereof; while others for contumacy properly foll under the case now pe_ndmg before 

the General Assembly, by appeal, wherein the said Rev. H. Charnberlaln rs the ap, 

pellant from a decision of Synod. . 
::: Finally, the undersigned protests agalnst the vote and proceedings of Presb_ytery, 

not only for the injury clone the brother in question, who had no opportun1ly of 
defending himself, but also for the disrespect which is conceived to have been _there-

L
/ fJ , by shown to the Pre$bytery of l\Iissouri, to whom, it is conceived, a complaint, or 

� charges should have been lodged against the said_ Rev. FL Chamberlain, in case there
had be3n any charges well founded, and as the said Rev. H. Chamberlam would then 
have had a fair opp.>rttmity of defonding himself. 

-::.-- [Signed,] JOHN S. BALL. 
My certtficate off<ti,· standing was returned, marked "rejected," to the Presbyte­

ry of Missouri, then in session at Col um Lia, April 4th, 1836. On receiving it, they 
unanimou�ly complained to the General Assembly of "the gross cl-isrespect," ofler­

/5 ed to them by this act; re-asserting in their complaint, that I was "in good, and reg-
• ular, and fair standing." They also appointed me the;r delegate to the General 

Assembly by unanimous vote; the lVIoclerator, Rev. J. L. Yantis, voting. Th!!s 
they expressed the confidence of the entire body in a persecuted member. 

::: Meantime, the Prcs'Jytcry of Saint Oharle�, having take11 "t>ne step in violation 
of eccles1ast1cal law, and of individual rights, resolved to proceed in their work.­

/Jj They accordingly adopted the following paper, and not content with spreading it on 
1' . ., their minutes, with all its gross improprieties, to be read, when th frosts of death 

• )lav.i swept over us all, they published it to the world. 
-::::To the Ruierend Presbytery of Missour-i: 

The Presbytery of Saint Qawrles now in session, in the town of Troy, Lincoln 
county, do most respectfully present to your Rev. Body that the Rev. Hiram Cham­
berlain, a member of your Rev. Body, 1s in our bounds, disturbing the peace of one 

Ir of our ehurches, viz: the chur?h of St. Charles, and persisting contrary to our express­
.ed desire and advice, to contmue there, to the great detriment of the cause of Christ. 
We do request your Rev. Body, to take s11ch constitutional steps as shall withdraw 
the said Chamberlain from our bounds. 

� Further, we wou1d inform your Reverend Body, that the said Rev. H. Chamber­
' / lain presented to us a letter of dism:ss1on and recommendation from your Revar­'4!) end Body, to unite with us, and that we refused to receive said Chamberlain upon 

the following ground,: 
;;:; I. The last General Assembly so interpreted the constitution of our Church, as 

to empower each Presbytery to examine, admit, or reject any Presbyter, who /7 shall ask admission with clean papers from any other Presbytery, &s the Presbytery 
may deem proper. 

� II. The Book of Discipline, Chap. X. 1-3, expressly declares that no member of 

It:,/ 
the Chur�h, or minister of the gospel, can be tried for offences, that are kngwn 

fJ prior to hrs becoming a. !)lember of that session, or Presbytery. 
• !:::s:::.- The following are a list of offences lotidly prnclaim�cl by fama clama&(I, against 

11a1d H. Chamberlain. 

J 

/1 I. Mr. Chamberlain's attempt to impose upon the Synod by reading certain pa­pers, now on the file of Synod, and declaring that these covered the whole of his difticulties with Rev. Salmon Giddings; ,vhen it is known to some of the members 

r 

I 

-

., 
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of this Rresbyter_y,Jl!at.o.ne of the grounds of difficulty occm;red in \8~:7, a year pos­
j,erior to the _<J_a,te~of said ·papers. • 1/ 
_.... II. ·Mr1,~h.ainb~rlain etated to, Dr. G:raham, Mr. Jordon, and Mrs. Garvin, that 
l'llr~_T-hGnuis L,indsay, S,en. had told him that he (said Lindsay) had nothing 
againJ 'iiim, as a c1'risJia,n or mintster of tl\e gospel, which said Lindsay and also ~1_.I.) 
Mrs. Durfee, (who was present duriD;g their. in.terview,). says is n.ot correct.----::: 

~ III. l\ir. Cham.berlai\l: told -R._ F. G:ray, that if his name (i. e. Chamberlain s) had 
\>een before the St. Charles Church, at the time ~aid Gray was chosen minister, he 
(said Chamberlain,) would have had a majority. Thia_1s untrue in fact. Mr. Gray 41) , 

• told this to Mr. Thomas P . Copes, and Major S\bley. - ..{/1 
~ IV. Mr. Cham_berlain stated in Synod !\t 11!\ la,st session, that Mr. Rob't. Spencer, 

I\ fll;ember of SJ. Charles church, was a, reformed man, ~hen Mr. C. certainly knew, 
O~ ought to have. known, befo.re. h~. made that assertion, that he was not, Witness- £1\ 
es, Samuel W a,tson an·d Wm. Spencer.. .-::::;;: -,v 

-;::::. V. Mr. Chamberlain stated in Synod that he had nothing to do with the church 
of S.aint Charles, other than, tha.t of a missionary passing through, &c. until after 
th.e election of the new elders. When the fact as known is, that he was the prime 
mover of the whole bueil\es~, and did actually go through the party of the Church ~ 
he supposed favorable to,h1s views, and designate the persons proper to be elected. 
Witnesses, Mr. Garvin, Mr. Jenkins, Members of Synod. _, 

~ VII. Mr. Chamberlain's disturbing the peace of the St. Charles Church-Wit-
nesses, Elders and Deaconsof.:',t. Charles Church. _ 

_,;.,_ VIII. Mr. Chamb~rlain told Mr. Gray that there was but three nppoi;ed to himin 
~11,e St. Charles Church, when he knew, or oughi- to have known, that that wns 
tdterlyuntru.e. Told by Mr. Gra.y to T·hos. P. Copes and Maj. Sibley. --

IX. Mr. Chamberlain stated to, his co.ngregation on the Sabbath he read the first 
nets of Presbytery in relation to. the Saint Charles difficulties, that the decision of 
~he Presbyt~ry was the result of Old-School prejudices, when Mr. Chamberlain had 
avo_wed to Mr. Watson, and others, that he was Olcl-School in his t.heolqgy, not six 

' ·months before. Witnessps, Thos. Gridley, Samue~Vatson, and Mr. Black. 
~-~? A true copy, ~EO, C. WOOD, -;::::-
' • Stated Clerk. 

My first remark on this singular production is, that itis the work ofa party.­
The Presbytery is a party opposed to me, and to the p~ople of.my charge, in sever-
al cases of appeal and complaint, now pending before the Assembly, and continued 
for final deciston, ·until May, 1837. The Rev. Wm. P, Cochran has aided, abetted 
and led this party as a Moderator of nearly. two years standing. His hand is seen 

:I -as the spider, ·weaving his web for his victim, in a!! this business. -:=:­
~ he witnesses named, also, with the exception of ~essrs. Graham, Spencer, and 
• Jenkins, are partisans. The wriUen charges of this party, I long since met ai:id. 
1 refuted before my own Pre~bytery and before Synod. They lj,egin. They make a 

"common fame," among themselveE. Then, without the benefit of a hearing or trial,. 
they publish charges against me over the l:and,, on the ground of such common. 

) fame. Who, I ask, will receive, without 'Very serious qualifications, such preju-
diced and suspicious testimony a.s this? A good m,an ought to suseect him_self as_ 

c.. ~ witness, when so related by a.rdent party feelings to a pen.d\ng cause.. = 
~ ,_.... My next remark is, tha.t some of thes.e sta.tements are untrue:, som,e. of the]A 

l 

,'I vague and trifling, and some of them may be tr\l.e, without any fault on my part. (}__I;/ 
"" Two of them refer to hea,r-say.testimony, universaUy a4.mitted to be the wor.s.t in the - / 

world. And the whole are thrown together in such a mam)er as to prqduce the 
• gmeral impression, .that ~ am guilty of falsehood. _ • -=­
\/;:::::--In regard to the.first on t\le list of offences, here published, I have the affidavit of 

one very respectable witn.ess, and can procure others, equally as good, to prove that 

• .d 
■ 
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GIii ol my papers presented to Syn,od,~ benr~ dnt_e September 6th;,, ~827.~­
ltow I am here, and elsewhere in the_pubhcnl!on of this Presbytery, chafged with 
""'""11, becaUlle my papers did. npt reach the date ·ofl821, _At whose door, t~en, 
will tbe fldlehood lie, as chll/'ged by ·tb_em, w,hen we come into an eccles1ast~cal 

~nrt'f • . 
~ ID J'IW8fd to the second, I will save ,hem the trouble of proof, m ~art at least; 

aif.:} now Ay, ,mat I have before said, to Dr. <;,raha~. and others, viz: That when 
... mafter or christian duty, I called o,n Mr. Lindsay m. J ~nl)ary, 1835, _nnd asked 
htiiit"1iaqliestion, "Have you any thing against i:;r:te as~ ch~is;ian, ?r n_nmster of th~ 
.,..,.n'! funderstood him to say, in his usual Scotc~ dialect, N othmg m the world. 
J~ indeed, Mr. Lindsay denies the. call, the question, or the oi:swer, and appe~rs, 
in coart, as a witness against me, I am prepared to meet him there. Let him 

11 oome. " ~ ~· ., • 
~ ;:: In regard to the 'tliird offence, it is plainly f\ trif\ing thing~ founded on opini'ot_i!, 

and BUpposition, and fro~ the very nature of the, "All~ never can be proven to be f\ 
truth or an untruth. I am amazed that a Presbytery should ever bring such a, 
charge against any man. Admit that I told Mr. Gray, ~h11-l if I had been a candi­
late, before the Church of St. Charles, at the time he was, I should. haxe had a ma-. 
jont7 or votes. This even seems probable. For a clear majoritJ; 'l[ere ii), my ra~ 

in 1827, 1835, and 1836, and are 'BO still. But even if th,ere were none of. 
thlle factll in the e&118, who ehall accuse1 Suppose a citizen should say, that 

General Harrison bad opposed General Jackson, in his first canvass, Gen­
sal llurima would have been elected, and the hero of New Orleans driven, 
....... 8tlld. AfNI aappoae on a charge of expressing ..uch nn opinion, aju-. 
.-, ._ gravely to publish that citizen,as guilty of an untruth. How absurdl:f' 
rldioa!Olll! Now tbe.Presbytery of Saint Charles say, that my OP,inion of'Y.hat would, 
...,.been theJll!sult of an election between me and my brother, on the suppqsition. 

"tlitt I had iieen a candidate, "is untrue." How do they kno\v it is untrue? L~\ 
t'hni pJO"e it; or let them at least, contrive how they are ever to prove it, before th&)!-

' c!blil'I me with a high crime. • 
,;::;;- In regard to the fourth offence, it was insinuated in Synod, that Mr. Robert Spen;-. 

cer was in fault. I said in an under tone, '\he has repented of that, we hope." ~ 
apprehend this hope has been realised. But suppose it has not.. How many hopef% 

~ arepppointed'l And who, of that Presbytery, would wish their.veracity impeach-.. 
•el eil, 1illuae they had hoped for that which never happe11ed'l What perfect trifling, 

• eter or a man. 
~ lllllliif" to the fifth offence, I did make in substanclJ, d\e "l!tatem~nt -alluded to, · 

and &he auertion that I went through the church, an.d: designated the person;i prop­
er to be elected, is untrue, and I can prove thi~ by m\l_ny witnesses. ·1 did what. 

~ eYf/fy minister and missionary has a right to do,. I visited the members of a vacant 
Church, and I asked some of them, who of their number were suitable persons to fil\ 
the office of ruling Elder. 

,,:::::: Th~ seventh offence, as charged, · is aJso erroJJ,eOUs.. \ have not intentionally~ 
knowingly, or willingly d,i,sturbed the peace ot this. Church. Some of its members, 
unhappily, have very much disturbed themselves on my account. But troublea_ 
and divisions of this sort, have existed here for several years, and in reference to 

~ther ministers. Vnder the ministry of the lamented Robit\son, of H:all, Woods, andi 
Lj N~ola, there we~e difficulties.. And moreove~, whether it is proper fc;,r me to re-. 

~llll here or no,t, or in, other words, whether a majority shall govern in our church, 
ma question now b,ef'ore the Assembly in a case of appeal, from what we deem, 
!1'8. unjust, exparte and oppressive acts ·of this same Presbytery. Until that high. 
judieatory_decide, they cannot touch the case. If they do, tl\eJI are guilty of con_-
teml't '8•tn',t the l\igher cour~. • - · . -



( (; ) 

') J In regard to tli e eighth ulfo nce, it will be very unfonun ate for Mr. Gray, if he 
c)' /J, ~h ould attempt to sus tain th is s ta tement , made on his authority. For I shall 

prove by his own letter, that I told him no such thing. 
::. The attempt in the ninth and last item, to fix on me th e charge of being an Old­

School man, or of representi ng myself to ,vatson as such, is one of the must wel\k 
and preposterous that I have ever met with. At Princeton, at Andover, on my ar­
rival in this State; at Saint Louis, at Saint Charles, in the hearing of W;itson himself 
and of the whole Church; at Boonville, Columbia, in Marion County, and many oth­
er places, have I boldly and explici tly proclaimed, what has been denomina ted 
"New School doctrine"-the doctrine ofa general atonemen t. That ''Christ is the 

"3 propi tiation fo r our sins, and not for ours on ly, but al so for the sins of the whole 
world." If to <lo thi s, is to be an Old- School man, tli en do I claim to be ranked as 
such. F or I freely admit, that I am as old as tbe Bible in tl1is Theological senti­
ment. But a di/forent dis tmctionhas prevailed in our Church, and those who hold 
the reverse of this, have been generally ca lled Old School men. To th is la tter class 
I do not belong. Nor have I ever said I did. I love and cherish brethren on both 
sides of this ques tion, and denounce no man for differing from me in opinion: and so 
nm I the last man in the world to conceal an opinion, which I do hold, as many, who 
know me, car, t0stify. 

-:::;:- Such, honest reader, are the circumstances under which a Presbytery have grave-
ly present,;d me to the public, as n mnn of" untruth." They have done it on the 
precarious ground of rumor-of floating testimony. They h~ve done it, in viola­
tion oflaw, and justice, and with no jurisdiction over me. [See note A.] · 

Now the civJ Constitutio n of this State, and of the United States, provides, that 
an accused person shall have due notice of tria l-shall be heard in his own defence 
-shall be confron ted with witnesses-shall be permitted to introduce witnesses in 

~ 8" his favor-shall have the verdict of impartial men. The Cons titution of the Pres­
byteriai1 Church, equally just and righteous in all its parts, makes similar provis­

-ions; and furtherrnore, especially guards the charac ter of a minister of the gospel 
who, from his profession, is known to be peculiarly liable to misrepresentation. It 
also declares- "if any person shall spread the knowledge of an offence, unless so far 
as shall be unavoidable, in prosecuting it before the proper judicatory, or in the due 
performance of some other indispensaple duty, he shall be liable to ceQsure as a slan­
derer of his brethren." -= The third Presbytery of New York say, in the case of McDowell, "In thejudg­
mentof this Presbytery, a mos t unwarrantable and unchristian use is made of the 
public press, in impeaching and censuring individual conduct and character, to a to­
tal disregard of the law of Christ, respecting the manner of dealing with those whg 
have offended, and that this great and crying evil, shot1ld receive the Qniversal rep­
rehension of the friends and followers of Christ." 

- In cases of high crime, and imprisonment, the public journals also, as a matter of 
commo<1 prudence and propriety, generally abstain from giving the facts to their 
readers, until they are investigated before a civil court. 

If, then, these plain a<1<l well settled principles ofla wand justice are to prevail-and 
who will consent that they shall not?-in wha t language shall we speak of, or in 

/ J /) what light shall we view, the act in question? Where is the brotherly kindness, 
'1 charity, prudence and pious reserve which has charactensed the Church, in its deal­

ings with its members? Where is law? .. Justice? All that is dear and sacred?­
If the charges are true, I have a right to complain. But if, as I am able to show, 
they are grossly erroneous, who, beside, would be willing to take upon his shoulders . 
the responsibility ofso abusing an innocent brother, laboring for the good of men? 

4 They say fama clamosa loudly proclaims this long list of offences. Now I ask, 
and I have an undoubted right to ask, how came this dlamorous fome? lUany persoIJ,s 



( ')') 

~ 

Q., 

in Saint Charles never heard of some of these charges, until they appeared m print. 
I myself never heard of some of them, until they were read eut, ln the Court House 
at Troy, in the hearing of many, by the Rev .. Wm. P. Coch~a~ • . Were they nCII 
indeed, gathered up by him, from the party, durm~ the te_n days_ v1s1t wluch ho ma~e 

thiii Church last winter, when he came not near its m1mster; but did cerlat1• 
th.in.gs, which I forbear to name, which neverthless caused so strong a burs t o(pub• 
lie indignation, that many fears were entertained of his personal safety? An'd were 
they not, when printed, shown by him privately to the members of the Assembly, 
• a way smted to prejudice their mind s against me1 . 

I honestly declare , I wish this brother no earthly harm. I have long known 
what to expect from him, and been silent. However righteous his course, for 
the last three years, may appear to the judgment of hi s own mirtd, it has more 

A than o~ce reminded me of Saul in the pursuit of the innocent Da:id. 1Ie may p~r-
~ 11\le. I will remember David's example and bear the persecutions of Soul with 

all meekness and charity. But he shall not destroy me, ifl can help it. 
:;:;:;- When charges agains t me had been widely circulated in 1835, of un ':hristian con­

duct toward the Rev. S. Giddings, of dishones ty as an agent, of disturbing the 
eace of the churches, the Presbytery of Missouri took up the subject, at my earnest 

request, and having examined it to their perfec t satisfactio n, }hey say: 
Resol1!ed, ttnanimously, That this Presbytery is entirely satisfied, that the said 

report s ure wholl y fal se. a Reso!Ded, furlhe,·, and finally, Th at in view of th e whole case, we feel not only 
authorised, but bound in jus tice to an injure.d brother, to express not only und imin­
ished, but entire confidence in l11s honesty, as a man, and in his faithfuln ess as n min• 
ister. [See note B.] 
~ ·synod, at their mee ting in October last, heard my clefencc agai ns t, substant ially, 

the same charges, entered on the fi les of the S ain t Charles Presbytery, and they 
say, "It is with unfeigned satisfaction, that Synod empha ti cally declare, they have 
seen nothing in all the proceedings hcfo re them, that docs, in th e least degree, impli-

l J1 cate the moral character, or purity of motive of any ind ividual concerned, and they 
f '1 desire especially and particularl y to apply this remark to brother Chamberlain.­

They are bothuni1npeached. 
~ Y et in the face of these decisions of my own Presbytery, and of the superior ju­

dicatory; a Presbytery to which I do not belong', prepare and publish a portion of 
the same charges, with new matter, and all on the ground of common fame. Who• 
ever heard of such proceedings befo re in any church1 There must he an unwonted 
anxiety here, to impeach the character of a man . I appeal to that public, befo re 
whose bar this subject has been very improperl y brought, yet not by me. And I 
now ask, what public man, what private ci tizen, what minister of the gospel can 
be found in this land, so unenvied, so unrepronched, that an active agent could not 

:f'Tm_d, 111 the course of ten days' indus trious effort and enquiry, from honse t.o house, 
qmte as much matter, fo r common fa me, as would fi ll her brazen throat? What fa. 
ther, what husband , what man would be wi ll ing to have the same experiment tried 
on him and to the same extent? Suppose iL tried on the Modera tor, in Franklin in Co­
lumbia, in Palmyra, where he has resided. S uppose it tried on t.hc wi~nesses 
named, one of whom is personally unknowq to me. On ThomasP. Copes, who 
hap~ens to be very well known to the records of th is county, with a fair prospect of 
havmg his memory perpetuated . 

- / Fellow citizens, I nsk justice; and I ask it at your hands. I ask the ]lrivilege ;or 
0 atandmgarect among you, as an honest man and a chris tian, unt il some more truth­

ful and responsiblepcrsonag than th at lrnrlot , common fa me, pronounces me guilty. 
H. CI-I AI\IBERL1UN. 

S aint Charles, J ul y 11 th, 1836. 
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NoTl.: A-Justice to respected brethren, who hnd 09 share in this .busiitess, induce$ 
me here 10 state, that several important m~mbers were absent dµring Hie sessions, 
who, I am persuaded, never would have given their asscnt. _to ilny iluch measures 
as those, of which I complain. I also deem it necessary to state, that 1 have re­
quested the action ofmy own Presbytery,_ on these publicatiom1. 

Nou B.-WttEllEAS, it bas been rep;;;;;zthat orother It, CliAMI!Ei1L..l,!M hne been 
guil_ty of unfait,hfulnes~ in the ~~nageniep t 11 c,erlt,ili funds which have been pla~ed 
tn hiS hands, by benevolent md!Vlduals ul. _t-h•e East and Wesr, for the purpose of bmld­
ing a house of worship for the use of the Presbyterian Church of Boonville-and 
of dishonesty in retairudg certain articles of bed-clothing, collected by him, as agent 
of Marion College, for the use a_nd .l\ei\.efit_ ?f S!\id 9ollege-and .al.so, that the said. 
brother ha~ been mstrumental 11\. destroymg the peace and harmony of many, ir 
i\ot ali\ the churches w1th which he has been connected..:..and whereas, these r-eports 
have extended beyond the bounds of his particular acquai\\'tance, and are calculated 
to ruin his character as a man and a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is 
therefore, . . . 

Resolved, unanimnusly, That brother Chamberlain be permitted, in confcmnity 
_With his own ·particular solicitation, to produce such evidences of his innocence of 
the above charges, as he may be-able to.do, for the purpose of disabusing the minds . -
of his brethren, and reHeving his 'character from all su3picion, • • . 

Whereupon, brother CHAMBERLAI'N proceeded to make a statement in relation to 
all the reports, which statement was am'ply silscilined b>: satisfactory ·vouchers. It 
was therefore, 
.. Resollled, unanimously, Tha~ this Pre8bytery·is en'tirely satis6etl, that the said 
reports are wholl.y, false-that m relat10n to the first and second, they feel called 
upon, in _justice to _hi'!l, to sa:v., that he ,has acted with_ scrupulous·reganl to honesty 
and to his respons1b1hty, as entrusted with the benefactions of th_e /Ienerous-and that 
in relation to the third, he has been misrepresented and miured, Wt/bout any 
cause, and in relation to every charge affec_ting his moral character, .he manifested 
~ perfect willingness to go into a judicial investigation, whenever it may be deemed 
expedient-. . . . . . •. 

R esolved, further an_dfi.:r.w?ly, That, !'1.v1ew of the whole case, we feel not only 
authorized but bound m Justice to an mJured brother, to express, not only undi­
inlllished, but entire confidence in his honesty as a man, and in his faithfulness as. a 
minister. . 

A true copy of the minutes of tpe Missouri Presh ytery. 
• R. L. McAFEE, 

Stated Clerk qf Prer.bytery. 
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