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Franklin Nov. 4. 1825
Hon. James Barbour
Sir
We have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 19™ of Sep.

We have just arrived at this place on our return from the boundary line of the United States, I
find by that communication (which we met at this place) that the course we have taken, in
anticipation of a possible delay in negotiating on the subject of the road with the Mexican Govt.
is conducive to the interest of that branch of the public service entrusted to us. Had we waited till
the letter could have reached us, we should have been compelled to winter with our whole party
on the Arkansas, which moved have very much increased the public expenditure. We shall write

you more in detail tomorrow in the meant time we have the honour to subscribe.
Yr Obdt Servt
B. H. Reeves

Thomas Mather
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