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CHAPTER 1

THE PURITAN STRAIN




The origin of the surname, Sibley, can be traced as far back as

the 13th century in the founding records of several c;unties in England.
The word sib means peace, while the term lea denotes field. Thus,
"peace-field" is not an improbable compound and like many surnames
originated in some unrecorded incident in local English history long
since forgotten. The first Sibley to migrate to the New World from
England was a John Sibley who came to Salem during the great Puritan
migration of 16:28-29.l From the time of his arrival to the passing of
the American frontier, many of his descendants edged their way westward,
pushing first into the interior of the Massachusetts colony, then into
North Carolina, and, at the turn of the 19th century, were among the
first Americans to settle in the Louisiana territory.

In 1720, five Sibley brothers and their families left Salem and
moved to Sutton, Massachusetts. The son of the oldest brother, John,

L}

married "Anne, daughter of Benjamin Waite,” and reared a large family

2
of fifteen children. Years later, Christopher Baldwin, writing to one

of these children then living in Louisiana, related that the old
inhabitants of Sutton remembered John as one who did not give up the
dress of the old days, but continued to wear a 'cocked hat, wig and

3
small clothes to the very last.” Baldwin also wrote that the Sibleys

ik

Andrew P. Peabody, "Memoir of John Langdon Sibley, A.M.,"
Proceedings of the Massachusettis Historical Society, II (1865-1866),
La7.

QChristopher Columbus Baldwin to Jokn Sibley, November 15, 1832,
Sibley Mss.

3Chriatopher Columbus Baldwin t6 John Sibley, August 30, 1832,
Sibley Mss. :



no

along with two other faﬁilies "sent to one school the same day thirty-six

of their own children." Among these children was John Sutton Sibley,

5
who was born on May 19, 1757.

From the beginning of the American Revolution to its close,
John Sutton Sibley served in various Massachusetis regimen{s as a
Surgeon's Mate.6 Following the war, he came to Great Barrington, a
Puritan community in western Massachusetts which had been established
in 1726 on the banks of the Housatonic River in the awesomely beautiful
country of the southern Berkshires. There he married Elizabeth, the
eldest daughter of the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins. Their first
son, George Champlin, was born on April 1, 1762, followed in 1784 by
thelir second son whom they named Samuel Hopkins.7 The naming of their

first son is couched in mystery. Why did they name him George Champlin

L
Christopher Columbus Baldwin to John Sibley, November 15, 1832,
Sibley Mss.

%G.P. Whittington, "Dr. John Sibley of Natchitoches, 1757-1837,"
The Louisiana Historical Quarterly, X (January-October, 1927), 470;
Alvert T. Witbeck, 'John Sibley, May 19, 1757-April 8, 1837," Dumas
Malone, ed., Dictionary of American Biography, 22 volumes, XVII (New
York, 1935), 144,

6From Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War,
XIV (1906), 144. The war record of John Sutton Sibley was as follows:
"Surgeon's Mate, Col. Ephraim Wehlock's regt., return of commissioned
officers dated Ticonderoga, Oct. 11, 1776, also Surgeon's Mate, Col.
Danforth Keyes, Rgt..., appointed June 27, 1777, term 6 months from
July 1, 1777-roll dated Providence; also same regt.-regimental pay abstract
made up from Dec. 1, 1775 to end of service, including allowance home.'

Teharles J. Taylor, The History of Great Barrington (1882), 329;
Malone, ed., DAB, XVII, 14k.




instead of the obviously popular Sibley name of John, or the name of

Elizabeth's prominent father, Samuel Hopkins? While the Rev. Mr. Hopkins
was minister of the Congregational Church at Newport, Rhode Island,
Elizabeth may have known and admired George Champlin, a patriotic leader
and wealthy merchant of that town. Champlin fought in the American
Revolution, and later served in the Continental Congress and the Rhode
Island Legislature.8 In the Sibley letters and diaries there are,
however, no clues as té the source of his name. In 1784, not long after
Samuel's birth, Elizabeth presented her two sons for baptism. Samuel

C
Hopkins baptized them in his church in Newport.)

John Sibley decided to seek opportunity elsewhere, and in 1784,
he left his family to establish himself in Fayetteville, North Carolina.
In Sibley's absence, Elizabeth and her two infant sons lived first with
her father and mother in Newport. They also stayed for a brief time in
the home of David Hopkins, Elizabeth's wealthy brother who lived six
miles from Baltimore,lo and, just before they joined John in Fayetteville
in 1788, they lived with Samuel Sibley, John's brother in Great
Barrington l

For most of this time, however, George lived in the home of one
of the most influential Puritan clergymaan in the history of the

)

Fn, in C.A Collins, 3rd ed., "James Brown Diary, 1787-17689,"
Rhode Island History, VII (April, 1948), 52.

9

Elizabeth Hopkins to Samuel H. Sibley, March 8, 1811, Sibley Mss.

lOGeorge C. Sibley to Cyrus and Origen Sibley, 1U51, Sibley Mss.

i
Toid.



Congregational Church in New England.12 Tone tender years of this boy's
life were surrounded by the cutward and subtle mediations of a Puritan
enviromment characterized by hi;h moral demands, respect Tor learning,
and an cver-present insisbence on duty to God and man. It was only
natural for the boy to turn to the example of his Jrandfather and Lo

be molded by it. A key to an understanding of George's iuritan make-
up and outlook can be discerned in his early childhood in the home of
the Rev. Mr. Hopkins.

Samuel Hopkins was 2 member of one of the most distinguished
families of New England. His uncle, for whom he was named, was a
graduate of Yale and had married Esther, the sisler of the great
Puritan preacher, Jonathan Edwqrdﬁ.lB His youunger brother, Mark,

after graduation from Yale .racticed law in Great Barriogton aod
married Electra Sergeant, daughter of the missionary to the Stock-
bridge Tndlans. They became Lhe parents of Archibald, who in turn,
became the father of Mark and .Jdbert Hopkins whose names were later
prominent in American educutjon.lk

Born on Sunday, September 17, 1721, in Walerbury, Connecticut, the
young Hopkins entered Yale when he was sixteen years old. He was awarded

the A.B. degree in 17hl. After his graduation, he studied with Jonathan

leWilliam Warren Sweet, "Religious Thought and Writings,"

James Truslow Adams, ed., Dictiounary of American History, 5 vols.
(1942), IV, LL6.

13J’oseph Emerson's Diary, 1748-1Thy, "Proceedings of the
Massachusetts Historical Society, XLIV (1910-1911), f.n., 267.

thrcm the notes and correspondence of In. Kate L. Greygg,
Sibley Mss.




Edwards, preached in the surrounding communities near Northampton, and

taught school.ls
In June, 1743, Hopkins accepted an invitation to preach at Great
Barrington. He left Northampton and traveled an old Indian trail that
twisted through the forest and mountains. The journey was tiring, and
before his trip was over he complained of the bad travel conditions and
of a "tired body." Despite these hardships, he wanted nothing more than
the assurance that he was doing his duty. All the rest would take care
of itself.16 =
At first, the congregation seemed "serious and attentive."
However, the longer he remained the less impressed he was with the people
and the village. In his diary, he recorded his feelinge. The people
appeared "senseless and stupid"; there was more going on at the local
tavern than anywhere else; the village was plagued with fever and ague
from '"which few people escape' who lived there. But it was the religious
apathy which concerned him the most. "The circumstances of this place, "
he declared, "appear more and more dreadful to me; there seems to be no
religion here..."17 His negative attitude toward the people and the
village was undoubtedly increased by his overwhelming sense of being
alone and isolated. f
Disturbing questions such as these must have probed the mind of
the young clergyman: Would the response of his congregation stir the

intellectual and spiritual fires within him and inspire him to think more

15
Taylor, Great Barrington, 385.

16
Ibid., Y0-yl.

lTIbid., gl.



deeply and'preach more profoundly? What was there in this primitive
setting which would appeal to his sensitive and cultured nature?
Would he be able to endure the physical and intellectual isolation of
this remote part of Massachusetts? He must have felt that eventually
his background and education would come into conflict with the harsh

L}

realities of a frontier existence. 'They are a contentious people,'’
he wrote, "and I am in no way qualified for such a work."la

In spite of his uncertainities, he was convinced of one thing:
God wanted him to do his duty in all respects. His duty was, as he
saw it, to remain in Great Barrington and to be their minister.

Finally, by September, 1743, the congregation and Hopkins had
agreed on sixty pounds settlement money for the building of a house
and barn, a modest yearly income of forty-five pounds, and an annual
supply of firewood. Hopkins was ordained and by the end of the year a
church had been officially organized.w

In this remote settlement, Hopkins began his career as a
frontier Puritan preacher. Early in his residence he planted apple
trees, built a house and bar.nao and, in 1748, married Joanna Ingersoll,

the daughter of one of his parishioners. They reared a large family of

21
eight children, five boys and three girls.

18
Ibid., 9.

Ypia.
20
Ibid., 187.
QJ'Samuel Hopkins married twice. His first wife, Joanna, whom he
married on January 13, 1748, died on August 31, 179Y3. Their children were

David, Moses, Levi, Elizabeth, Joanna, Samuel, Rhoda and Daniel. See
Taylor, Great Barrington, 366-307.




The construction of the meeting house had been underway before
Hopkins' arrival, and he led in its completion. He studied, preached,
and cerried on the pastoral routine. Like most of his people, he
feared the diseases that stalked the primitive settlement. Nagged by
a feeling of ineffectiveness as he worked among a people who exhibited
little evidence of religious enthusiasm, Hopkins nevertheless endured,
sustained by the belief that he had been called to this work.22

While Hopkins lived in Great Barrington, the French and the
English struggled for supremacy in North America. Great Barrington
was never far from the scene of Indians on the warpath and soldiers
moving from one place to another. During King George's War, 1740-1748,
Hopkins was a minister to a people who were often afraid and insecure.
In 1745, he recorded in his diary that he preached in '"Coorod Burghardt's
Fort" because the people feared the Indians.23 On another occasion,
he served as a chaplain to a party of white men and friendly Indians
who protected Great Barrington from a band of hostile Indians.eh
Exaggerated rumors about Indian depredations occasionally terminated
religious gatherings and sent the people scurrying home, anxious and
afraid. Once, while Hopkins read the Psalms in Church, news reached the
congregation that Stockbridge was "beset by an army of Indians, and on

fire which broke up the assembly in an instant.’ Hopkins described the

scene:
22 7
Taylor, Great Barrington, Yl.
2
3Ibid., 138.
2k

Ibid.
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What shall we do? Not a gun to defend us; not a
fort -to flee to, and few guns anda little ammuni-
tion 4in that place. Some ran one way and some
another, but the pgeneral course was southward....
The troops that came (o our assistance are now
drawing off; and what have they done? They have
een to Stockbridge and eaten up all their pro-
sions, and fatigued themselves, and that's

all....In short the case of New England looks
very dark, especially on the frontiers.2

The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, October 18, 174b, brought a temporary
respite from the Indian threat.

By 1754 the frontier once again throbbed with danger as a
result of the French and Indian War. The English settlers on the
borders of Massachusetts and New York lived in constant fear of the
French and Indians. In the sunmer of 1755 Hopkins reported that two
or three Indians had chased a man aboul a mile and a half west of his
house.26 This episode prompted him to uproot his family and ta move
them to a more secure place to be "out of the way of fears from the
Indians. "=

For twenty-five years, Samuel Hopkins labored in Great
Barrington and shared the dangers of the New England frontier. In
Taylor's history of Great Barrington, Hopkins was remembered for his
preaching, which was argumentative and doctrinal, but even more for
his hard work and industry among the people.ah The frontier

experience, however, did not stifle completely his intellectual pursuits.

Egbert C. Smythe believed that Hopkins wrote the earliest biography of

25 Ibid., 139.

261p14., 140.

2ITII::id.

21p1d., 140,



Jonathan Edwards, which was published in 1765 while Hopkins was still

L8

2
living in Great Barrington. 4

There is, however, no reason to believe that Hopkins ever
modified his original impression of the people and the village. He
wrote in his diary,

I had no great success in the ministry. A small
number were hopefully converted and a number of
Christians moved into this place in this time,

which increased the number in the Church....the
congregation, in general, did not attend public

worship, except sometimes; and were not willing
to support the gospel.

By 1769 Hopkins faced an impossible financial situation. The
congregation had not been able to meet his salary payments and had
fallen farther and farther behind. Conflicting religious backgrounds
among the local inhabitants had added to the problems. People of Dutch
ancestry had migrated to the settlement, had helped to finish the
building of the meeting house, and had contributed to the support of a
minister. They requested permission to have Dutch preaching in the
meeting house, and Hopkins refused. He supposedly assured them guite
pointedly that "there never would be Dutch preaching there.”31 The

Dutch, outraged at what they must have thought was a classic display

of intolerance and prejudice, withdrew their financial support and

29
Egbert C. Smythe, "Some Early Writings of Jonathan Edwards,
D., 1714-1726," Proceedings of the American Antiguarian Society,
(April, 1895-October, 1095), 221.

A.
X

30Taylor, Great Barrington, 193-19k4.

]

31Louis Hasbroucke von Shaler, ed., St. James Church Records,
Great Barrington, Massachusetts, (n.d.), 155-156.
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refused to attend religious services. Then, too, Hopkins was an
outspoken Whig and this antagonized a strong Tory element in the
ccmunity.32 Moreover, additional churches had been organized and
these competed with the Congregational Church for members. Confronted
by these realities and the failure of the congregation to pay his
salary, Hopkins asked to be relieved. The people agreed, and on
January 18, 1769, he was dismissed.d>

From the frontier settlement of Great Barrington, Hopkins
moved East to the settled community of Newport, Rhode Island, where
he became the minister of the Congregational (.'Iht.trc:l'x."‘)‘h As a key
commercial center and the principal port of entry for the slave trade,
Newport brimmed with the growing controversy between the Americans and
the English.35 Like most Congregational preachers, Hopkins took an
active stand on the side of the American patriota.36 When war finally
came in 1776, the British occupied the city and Hopkins left with his
family for Great Barrington.

In the spring of 1780 the minister went back to Newport to
rebuild his broken congregation. He found the church building in a

deplorable condition as 1t had been used by British troops for barracks.

Sy
Teylor, Great Barrington, 187

331bid., 193-19k.

31"R1chard Mather Bayles, ed., History of Newport County

Rhode Island (1886), 446.

35Richard B. Morris, ed., and Henry Steele Commager, chief
cﬁnsultant editor, Encyclopedia of American History (New York, 1965),
542. 6

3 Bayles, History of Newport County, 446.




The pulpit, pews, and fixtures were all demolished and the bell had been
37
sent to England.
Prior to the American Revolution, Hopkins had been active in the

anti-slavery movement. In A Dialogue Showing It to Be the Duty and

Interest of the American States to Emancipate All Their African Slaves,

published in 1776, Hopkins indicated Rhode Island as a colony that "has
enslaved more of the poor Africans than any other colony in New Eng].and.'38
Many of his rich parishioners had undoubtedly made their fortunes in
"rum, niggers, and molasses.’ According to Hopkins, the enslaved Negro,
at the time of the Revolution, represented a threat to the American
struggle for political freedom. The British atlempted to turn Negroes
against the Americans by promising them their liberty. To combat this
"threatening evil, " Hopkins advocated that Americans take the initiative,
set the Negro free, and encourage him to labor and to fight for the

American cause. This course of action would not only be just; it also

would confuse the British in their evil endeavors to recruit a Negro

39

force against the Americans. On his return in 17680 he continued to
be active in his opposition to slavery and was a major factor in bringing

New England Congregationalism to an active anti-slavery position.

37
Ibid.

o)

3 Samuel Hopkins, "A Dialogue concerning Slavery of Africans, '
quoted in Proceedings of the American Antigquarian Society, IV (October,
1885-April, 1887), 212.

39‘“‘..>amuel Hopkins, 'A Dialogue concerning the Slavery of Africans,"
uoted in Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, VI
?1862-18635, 181

%039 1em Marpen Sweet, The Story of Religion in America (New
York, 1930), 2Ly; also William Warren Sweet, 'Attitude of the Church to
Slavery,' Adams, ed., Dictionary of American History, V, 97.




During the struggle over adoption of the Constitution Hopkins
energetically supported its ratification. As far as he was concerned,
the anti-Federalists were "unclean spirits, like frogs--they like the
Furies of the poets, are spreading discord, and exciting men to con-
tention and war, wherever they go; and they can spoil the best
Constitution that can be formed."hl Only in its failure to abo;ish
slavery did the Constitution fall short of Hopkins' full approval.

The constitutional provision which provided for the end of the slave
trade in 1808 simply did not go far enough. He acked, "How does it
appear in the sight of Heaven and of all good men, well informed,

that these states, who have been fighting for liberty, and consider
themselves as the highest and most noble example of zeal for it,

cannot agree in any political Constitution, unless it indulge and
authorize them to enslave their fellowmen?”he Recognizing the need for
a Constitution, he remained apprehensive about its failure to outlaw
human slavery: "....if this Constitution is not adopted...we shall

be in a state of anarchy...Therefore, I wish to have it adopted, but
still, as I said, I fear..."h3

During his later years, Hopkins achieved recognition as the
author of "Hopkinsianism', a modification of Calvinism. William Sweet,
the noted church historian, described it as a "new emphasis in New England

41

Dr. Samuel Hopkins to Dr. Bart, January 29, 1786 quoted in
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, VI (1863), 170.

k2Ibid.

k3

Ibid.
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h 1"
theology. " * Andrew Peabody suggested that it was "an important stage
of progress from the earlier Calvinism to the new theology of Andover
and New Haven."hs The essence of this new theology was outlined in

Hopkins' System of Doctrine contained in Divine Revelation Explained

and Defended, published in 1793.

Hopkins denied that "In Adam's fall, we sinned all."” Adam's
sin was not imputed to human posterity, but the tendency toward sin was
inherited from Adam. Man was a free agent but he was only right and
moral when he had been regenerated by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thus, man's salvation was not only dependent on his "election," but
also on the regenerative power of God's spirit in his life. Hopkins
believed that the locus of human sin was selfishness. A sinful man
vas a selfish man, but the virtuous and righteous man was one who
expressed 'disinterested benevolence embracing the entire universe.'
This disinterested benevolence was man's willingness to subordinate
his own private interest to the general good. The essence of
Hopkinsianism can best be seen in the modification of the Calvinistic
concepts of imputed sin and man's dependence on God's election for his
ultimate salvation.hé

By the early part of the decade of the 1780's, Samuel Hopkins
had approached the apex of his career. His long life, that in a sense
had spanned two worlds--the world of the New England frontier with its

LL

William Warren Sweet, 'Religious Thought and Writings,' Adams,
ed., Dictionary of American History, IV, 446.

hsAndrew Peabody, "Hopkinsianism,' Proceedings of the American
Antiquarian Society, V (October, 1887-October, 1660), LLO.

l‘6Ib1<51 ., 437-461.




hardships and dangers, and the world of a more sophisticated and

settled eastern society--had gained recognition. His vigorous
leadership in the cause of the emancipation of slaves was rewarded
when the' Rhode Island legislature abolished slavery in the year
178&.“ The outlines of his theological thought had become well
known. He had corresponded with such prominent men as Roger Sherman
on various points of his theological interpretations,% and had
pursued an energetic course in favor of the new Constitution. At
Great Barrington during the first half of his life Hopkins had been
isolated and far removed from the main currents of social conflict,
theological debate, and political controversy. But his life in
Newport had involved him in some of the most important issues that
ever confronted the nation.

Into Hopkins' busy, productive and religious household
Elizabeth Sibley brought her two sons, George and Samuel. It was a
household dominated by the person of the grandfather and where the
Bible was read daily in the presence of the gathered family. The
Bible was a book to read and to study as the authoritative word of
God. Later on while George was attending an academy in North Carolina,
his grandfather wrote him a letter urging him to study his Bible and
to "pay attention' to its truth.hy Thus, George's practice of Bible

study developed early and continued throughout his adult life.

L7
Morris, ed., Encyclopedia of American History, S543.

L8
Samuel Hopkins to Roger Sherman, August 2, 1790 guoted in
Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, V (October, 1887-
October, 1885), L4,

1WS&;LIJ."H.M"::I Hopkins to Master George Sibley, May 11, 1797,
Sibley Mss.



The Puritan morality focused on duty to God and man. All men

died and were judged on whether or not they had performed their duty.
George was warned by his grandfather that death awaited every man and
that he should make ready. George was to beware of idle and profane
boys who might lead him astray. The grandfather also admonished him
to "grow up to be a good o P |

Learning was emphasized in the household of Samuel Hopkins.
The Hopkins family was never far removed from the educational circles
of New England. Samuel Hopkins had taught school following his
graduation from Yale, and numbered among his friends men who were
actively engaged in the education of minis‘hera.sl At one time, he
was considered for the presidency of New Jersey College, now Pri::u:e't.01:1.52
Hopkins sent Elizabeth to a Boston school when she was thirteen years
t.)ld.":”3 While George was a student, his grandfather encouraged him to
take advantage of his educational opportunitiea.S

George's stay in the home of Samuel Hopkins ended when he, his
infant brother Samuel, and his mother Elizabeth departed for Fayetteville
to be with John. There is no evidence that George ever saw his grand-
father again. In time, ihe memory of him became clouded and the years

50

Samuel Hopkins to Master Gecrge Sibley, February 11, 1747,
Sibley Mss.

51From the notes and correspondence of Dr. Kate L. Gregg,
Sibley Mss.

%21hi4.

5:"EJ.j.zahet.h Hopkins to SCamuel H. Sibley, March 8, 1611, Sibley
Mss.

BhSumuél Hopkins Lo Master George S5ibley, February 4%, 1797,
Sibley Mss.




10

which were spent in his home faded into the indistinct past of childhood.
But the Puritan strain had been passed on and had been so deeply im-
planted that it would influence George C. Sibley's actions in a

frontier enviromment. In less than two decades after George left his
grandfather's house, he moved to what many believed was the end of the
world, but he never moved completely away from the shadowy presence and

influence of his Puritan ancestor.




CHAPTER II

THE FINEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD




On the streets of Fayetteville, North Carolina,in the late
1780's one could still hear the burr of the Scotch Highlanders
who had settled in large numbers in that area.l As an outfitting
post, the town was filled with hunters and trappers in buckskin,
and with emigrants making the necessary preparations to push on to
Cumberland Gap and to what lay beyond the mountaina.2

John Sibley moved there in 1784 and began publishing a news-

paper, The Fayetteville Gazette.3 His partner was a printer by the

name of Caleb Howard. The reasons which motivated him to leave his

family behind and to come to Fayetteville remain obscure. By 1760,

Elizabeth and her two sons had arrived and the family was united,
but not for long. Elizabeth died of unknown causes in the fall of
1790. The following notice appeared in the Gazette on October 25, 1790:

Died-This morning, Mrs. Elizabeth Sibley, the wife |
of Doctor Sibley, and daughter of the Reverend Samuel
Hopkins of Newport, Rhode Island. She has left a
husband with two little sons, to lament her deatn.

As a wife, a Christian and friend& she was exceeded
by few; but as a mother, by none.

1
Guion Griffis Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina (Chapel

Hil1l, 1937), 11.

2
Fayetteville was laid out in 1746 and became one of the most
important markets in colonial and ante-bellum North Caroclina. See

Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina, 11.

jTaylor, Greal Barrington, 32Y%; From the notes and correspondence
of Dr. Kate L. Gregg, Sibley Mss.; also Albert T. Wibeck, "John Sibley,"
Dumas Malone, ed. Dictionary of American Biography, XVII, 146-147.

l“Gll.u:)t.la(:l in The North Carolina Review, VIII (April, 1931), 21v.
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The next day at eleven o'clock Elizabeth was buried in a land of
strangers.

Gecrge was only eight years old when his mother died. When
Elizabeth at the age of thirteen went to Baltimore to attend school,
she had lived in the home of the woman who later became the second
wife of Samuel Hopkins. Years later in a letter to Samuel Sibley,

Mrs. Hopkins recalled that Elizabeth was a very attractive woman with an
agreeable disposition and pleasant manners. She bravely sustained

the trials that besieged her and was "one of the best of mothers."
Perhaps the most discerning characteristic of all was Elizabeth'd
Christian faith.5

Nearly fifty years after the death of Sibley's young motber,6 he
wrote to a man who had criticized the stand he had taken in regard to
religious teachings at Lindenwood Female Seminary in St. Charles,
Missouri. The letter reveals the one thing that Sibley remembered most
about his mother. She was deeply religious and taught him the story of
Christ and to pray. He recalled her counsel to follow in the footsteps

of Christ. He claimed that as a youth he had paid little attention to

these lessons, but in his mature years the "force and truth” of them had
deeply influenced his life.T It would be diffiicult to prove to what
extent Elizabeth had shaped her son's life, but that she was a channel of

the Puritan strain cannot be argued.

5
Elizabeth Hopkins to Samuel H. S$iuley, March 8, 1811, Sibley Mss.

6Elizabeth Hopkins Sibley was born in Great Barrington,
Massachusetts on March 6, 1755. See Taylor, Great Barrington, 306-367.

7George C. Sibley to William Russell, June 1, 1836, Sibley Mss.
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After his mother's death, George, along with his brother, was sent
to live with an old friend of John Sibley's, a Colonel Shepherd who

8
resided in Orange County, North Carolina. After Jobn remarried in 1791,

George and Samuel returned to attend school in thetteville.y

In 1795, the two brothers were sent to the Plttsboro Academy in
Chatham County, North Carolina, where Dr. William Bipgham was in charge
of the school. Educated at Glasgow, Scotland, Dr. Bingham was a leading
educator, and the academy flourished for a time under his leadership.lo
Like many such schools, however, it ultimately ran into difficulties.

At the turn of the 1Yth ceutbry, the Raleigh Register described such

schools as existing on "effusions of generosity,  the uncertainity of
which led the editor also to remark, rhetorically, "What are they nov?”ll

After four years in the Pittsboro Academy, George transferred to
the Fayetteville Academy, where Dr. William Ker was head master. He was
also a minister in the Presbyterian Church. Later he became the first
president of the University of North Carolina, which was established in
1795.12 Ker's academy was one of the most successful in the state.

The academy was situated near the Presbyterian and Episcopal

Churches in the heart of Fayetteville on a large, well-shaded lot joined

with the street by a stile. The main building contained classrooms and

an apartment that could house cone family. It was three stories high, had

8George C. Sibley to Cyrus and Origen Sibley, 1851, Sibley Mss.

9Ibid.

107p1q. |
11Quoted in Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina, 285. |
12

Tbid., 285.
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a double portico in front and a beautiful belfry. The building was
said to be large enough to accomodate at least 200 scholars and one
family.ls

Like most academies, the Fayetteville institution did not attract
boarding students because it lacked proper facilities to house them.lh
It depended upon the generally accepted method of financing, subscrip-
tions and "effusions of generosity." It had been chartered by the
Legislature and was governed by a board of trustees.l5 In keeping with
the traditional curriculum, the academy emphasized Latin and Greek, or,

as the more practical-minded Raleigh Register saw fit to Qspel them, the

"dead 1anguages."l6 In addition, there was reading, writing, and arith-
metic. OSome people criticized the institution for not emphasizing geo-
graphy, history, and philosophy, but most probably approved of its slress
on religious training as one of ils foremost dutieu.lT
Sibley continued his studies at the Fayelteville Academy until
1800. We can assume that his educational career was strongly shaded
toward the classical languages, writing (his Grandfather Hopkins compli-
mented him once on his improved penmauship), reading and arithmetic.
Perhaps his saturation during this period with formal religion may ex-
plain why he delayed becoming an official member of the Presbyterian

Church until his early forties. Fbr a young man on the edge of the

frontier, he received an education which was far above the average.

13charles Lee Coon, ed., North Carolina Schools and Academies,
1790-1840 (Raleigh, 1906), 187. —

14
Johnson, Ante-Bellum North Carolina, 207.

[ 4
Lorbia., 28k,

lsﬂaleigh Register, March 25, 1000.
17

Johnson, Ante=-Bellum North Carolina, 316.
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After 1800, he became an apprentice in the counting house of
John Winslow, a merchant of Fayetteville, to learn practical book-
keeping. Believing that a man was not fully educated without training
in commerce and finances, John Sibley paid Winslow a premium for
George's training.l8 What the young Sibley learned in the counting
house of John Winslow was to prove invaluable to him in later years as
‘a factor at Fort Osage and a businessman-farmer in St. Charles, Missouri.
While in Fayetteville, John Sibley became a part of the growing
Democratic-Republican party, working with leading Fayetteville Demlocrats
such as David Ker, Caleb Howard, and Guilford Dudley. ” Earlier he had
rallied behind North Carolina's ratification of the Constitution. Only
four issues of his paper, the Gazette, remain in existence but they
clearly reveal its pro-Constitution position.20
In 1794 he served on a committee to "draw up an address" to be
read at a public meeting and then sent to Fayetteville's representative
in Congress. The document lef't no doubt that its sponsors considered
Great Britain guilty of supporting European tyrants who were threatening
the rising spirit of liberty on that continent. It condemned England for
attempting to discourage the French Revolution against a "wicked
aristocracy' and for even going farther to thwart the liberty of her own

citizens. Primarily, however, the address castigated the British for

interfering with American trade, during the process of which they had

180eorge C. Sibley to Cyrus and Origen Sibley, 1851, Sibley Mss.

G
l)Eugene Link, "The Democratic Societies of the Carolinas, "
The North Carolina Review, XVIII (July, 1941), 2065-206.

20
Charles Christopher Crittenden, 'North Carolina Newspapers Before
1790, " The James Sprunt Historical Studies, XX (1v2b), 39.




"{nveigled our ships into their ports, and had condemned them by mock
trials and arbitrary regulations.” For these reasons the authors of
the address considered a war with Great Britain 'just and necessary.'el
John's strong anti-British sentiments definitely placed him on the
side of the ascending Democratic-Republican party in the decade of the
1790's. George shared his father's anti-British feeling and, in later
years, supported American attempts to defang the British lion.

John Sibley's second wife, Mary Winslow, the widow of Edward
Winslow, whom he married on November 10, 1791, gave birth to twoy
children, Henry Robert and Ann Elizabet.h.22 George called his step-
mother "mama," and from the available information there are no reasons
to believe that any serious conflicts arose between them. There is a
belief, however, that the husband and wife were incompatible since
early in 1800 John decided to leave North Carolina and to head west to
Iouisiana.23 Although he did not send for Mary, he did, on occasion,
send her money. However, many years later, he wrote that he had lost by

2k
fire '"all his houses and printing office” in Fayetteville. Thus, the

2lFrom a report of a public meeting held in Fayetteville, North
Carolina, April 17, 18, 1794 quoted in The North Carolina Review, VI
(July, 1929), 319y-322.

22G.P. Whittington, "Dr. John Sibley of Natchitoches, 1757-1637,"
The Louisiana Historical Quarterly, X (January-October, 1927), U445; also,
Witbeck "Jihn Sibley, Malone, ed., Dictionary of American Biography,
XVII, 146-14T.

23George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, November 11, 180k,
Sibley Mss.

2h5onn Sibley to Christorher C. Baldwin, May 28, 1834 quoted in
The Louisiana Historical Quarterly, X (January-October, 1927), 47k.




desire to recoup his financial loss in a land of greater opportunity
may have been the major reason for his departure.

John left by way of Charleston, South Carolina,on July 21, 1802,
and arrived in New Orleans in September. The French culture and the
people of New Orleans made a lasting impression on him. He had been
told that the estimated population of the city was fifteen thousand,
with the French making up seven-eights. As he walked the streets, he
noticed the well-dressed, handsome people and the priests "with long
beards, big hats and robes tied in the middle." The city was
excellently laid out and contained many strongly built, elegant houses,
some of brick, others of stone. The latter had plastered fronts and
were painted white. f7he fertility of the surrounding countryside
impressed John: 'nothing is put into the ground that don't grow in
the most luxuriant uus:.nner."25 Moreover, his letters to his family in
North Carolina pictured Louisiana as "the finest country in the world."

Early in 1803, John made his first voyage up the Red River in
an open ’bozsc.‘t..g7 He scanned and studied the geography of this country
whkich few Americans had seen. What he saw and experienced formed the

basis of a report which was later sent to Thomas Jefferson and also

submitted by President Jefferson to Congress. On his ascension of the

29'me Journal of Dr. John Sibley, July-October, 1602," The
Louisiana Historical Quarterly, X (January-October, 1927), 474.

26thn Sibley to Samuel Hopkins Sibley, February 206, 1803,
Sibley Mss.

2TG.p. Wnittington to Dr. Lucinda Templin, n.d., Sibley Mss.
See also John Sibley to General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War,
April 10, 1805, American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I (Nashington,
1832), T25.
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Red River, John was impressed by the prairies, the plantations along
. the river, the animals, the climate and the water. 'I have seen few
parts of the world," he wrote, "more inviting to settlers.” John
settled at Natchitoches, which had been founded nearly one hundred
years previously by Louis de St. Denis, a French trader, at the site of
an old Indian village about three hundred miles from New Orleans.28
John's only negative comment about Natchitoches was that the water
‘made bad tea.ag
The Louisiana Purchase was consummated in April, 1803, and the

news reached New Orleans in August. When the United States began to

‘administer louisiana, a detachment of American troops was dispatched
to Natchitoches to protect the citizens and to discourage the
Spaniards, the French and the Indians from causing any trouble. At
this time, the govermment employed John as a '"contract surgeon' to
doctor the t.roops.30

W.C.C. Claiborne, the first governor of the territory, knowing
that John had located at Natchitoches, requested information from him
about the country, the people, and the activity of the Spaniards in
that area.31 Sibley replied in a letter on October 10, 1603,that the

land abounded in economic possibilities and should not be abandoned to

the Indians. Cotton could be grcwn; trappers would find fur-bearing

28

2
9thn Sibley to General Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War,

April 10, 1805, American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 726.
3

See Ross Phares, Cavalier in the Wilderness (Baton Rouge, 1952).

(0]
John Sibley to George C. Sibley, November 8, 1804, Sibley Mss.

31John Sibley to Governor W.C.C. Claiborne, October 10, 1803
quoted in Dunbar Rowland, ed., Official Letter Books of W.C.C. Claiborne,
3 vols. (Jackson, Mississippi, 1Y17), II, 315.




animals in huge numbers; horses, cattle, and pork could be raised
on the excellent grass lands. Red River alone below Natchitoches,'
he predicted, "is Capable of making more tobacco than is made at
;meaent in all the United States, & of a Superior quality, and at one
fourth part of the Labour...’32
The land yielded, according to common calculation, 2000 pounds
of tobacco per acre. He passed on some bits of intelligence con-
cerning the Spaniards, and recommended various points on the Red River
frontier where govermment outposts should be built. He had serious

misgivings about the people and whether they would be able to adjust to

a democratic govermment. In his opinion, since they had konown only a

commandant who had exefcised military and ecivil authority for such a

long time, the practice of democracy among them would be farcical.
During the year 1804, John also corresponded with President
Thomas Jefferson, with whom he shared information which he had
collected on Indian ways and languages. Jefferson was particularly
interested in these subjects. The President theorized that language was
"the remaining monument of connection with other nations," and that by
comparing basic words in the Indian vocabularies with basic words in the
other languages it might be possible to trace the origin of the American

34

Indians. That Jefferson pondered John's letters is evidenced in a

321bid.

3B 1m14.

3hThumaa Jefferson to Dr. John Sibley, May 27, 1805, Andrew A.
Lipscomb, ed., The Writings of Thomas Jefferson (Washington, D.C., 1905),
T9. See also E.K. Nilliama,ﬂﬂdbfferson's Theories of Language,
Unpublished M.A. Thesis, University of Wyoming, 1uks.
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letter from him in the spring of 1805.35 Other officials in Washington
also were aware of John's presence on the Louisiana frontier.

Claiborne had informed James Madison that Sibley was alert to the
intrigues of the Spaniards who were encouraging slaves to leave the
service of their masters.36 This letter probably was instrumental in
securing for John an appointment from the War Department in December,
180k, to serve occasionally as an Agent for the United States, "holding
conf'erences with Chiefs and others of the several tribes in vicinity

31 John was to receive $300 worth of goods to be

of Natchitoches.'
used for presents. The govermment wanted him to persuade the Indians
to break off relations with other powers and to rely on the "White
Father" alone.>*

In 1805, John's account of the Red River frontier was sent to
Thomas beferson.39 These reports represented a vast store of

knowledge about the country and the Indians in Louisiana and made a

35Thamas Jefferson to Dr. John Sibley, May 27, 1005, Lipscomb,
ed., The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, TY.

35w.c.c. Claiborne to James Madison, September 1, 1804, Letter
Books of W.C.C. Claiborne, II, 315.

3TThe War Department to Dr. John C. Sibley, December 13, 180k,
Sibley Mss.

P mo1a.

394.c.c. Claiborne to John Sibley, June 10, 1805, Letter Books
of W.C.C. Claiborne, III, 7. The report on the Red River was also
published in Annals of Congress, Yth Congress, Second Session and in
American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I. '"Historical Sketches of the
Several Indian Tribes in Louisiana South of the Arkansas River, and
between the Mississippi and the River Grande also was published in
the above publications.
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contribution to an understanding of the newly purchased territory.

Since the William Dunbar and John Hunter expedition of 1804 had
failed to ascend the Red River to its sourcehl and Lewis and Clark
had not yet returned from the Far West, the Sibley reportis were
among the earliest observations on Louisiana to reach Jefferson.ha
Zebulon M. Pike in preparing for his expedition in 1806 may have seen
the Sibley reports presented to Congress on February 19, 1606.hj

In his reports John discussed the legends, the languages, and
customs of the Indians. He estimated the size of the various tribes,
gave their approximate location, and even attempted to analyze the
nature of each tribe. ©Some of the tribes were friendly; others, he
warned, were not to be trusted. He thought that some tribes would
make goeod farmers, but others he considered no better than bandits and
raiders. Being a doctor, he was aware of their physical features and
of' the diseases that decimated them, such as small pox and measles.
He also reported on the relationship among tribes, and the connection
of each with the Spaniards and French.hh

The government rewarded John in October, lﬁOﬁ,for his valuable

work by appointing him "Indian Agent for part of the Territory of Orleans,

¢0Thamas Jefferson to the Senate and the House of Representatives,
February 1Y, 1606 gquoted in American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I,
706.

l"l.'}:ssa.c J. Cox, "The Exploration of the lLouisiana Frontier,
1803-1806, " Annual Report of the American Historical Association for the
Year 1904 (Washington, 1905), 159

421p44., 151.
431pia., 151-152.

hhAmerican State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 721-730.
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His salary was to be $1,000 a year
IFhS

West of the lower Mississippi."
hmﬁnﬂ "a subsistence at 4 rations per day. One of his first
‘responsibilities was to attempt to bring the chiefs to Washington.
‘John remained an Indian agent until he was dismissed in 181k for
‘overstepping his aut.hority.h6

Although John wrote letters to his family in Fayetteville and
at times sent them drafts for as much as a hundred dollars, he gave
no indication that he planned to return home. Meanwhile, his son
George continued to live in the family home and to work for Mary's
‘brother, John Winslow. There he enjoyed the rounds of tea parties,
dances, four in one week, and the pretty girls whom he called "angels"
because they kept his social life bubbling.hT Being the eldest,
George assumed his share of family chores and did not hesitate to give
advice, especially to his younger brother, Samuel, whom he implored
on one occasion to use good judgement and, above all, to shun the mere
gratification of '"foolish and expensive desires.”

George treasured his father's letters and made certain that
other members of the family read them. The available letters are, more

or less, what one would expect an absent father to write to his

family. However, some of them contained comments likely to excite a

1"5Tht=: War Department to Dr. John Sibley, October 17, 1805,
Sibley Mss.

l‘6'1"'.0.(2. Claiborne to James Monroe, December 20, 18614, Letter
Books of W.C.C. Claiborme, IV, 327-326.

Ly
| George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, November 11, 1804, Sibley
Mss.
Ly
1bid.




young man's imagination and desire--lines that spoke of a land where
men still dueled to defend their honor, where savages stalked the
wilderness, where brave men could still place their feet on virgin land,
could still cast their eyes on scenes untouched and umnmarked by a white
man's civilization, and where beyond the Great River there lay opportun-
ity and adventure.h9 In such letters, John Sibley, perhaps unknowingly,
kindled in his oldest son a longing to be with his father in that new
land and to make a career there.

As an Indian agent, John Sibley learned of the govermment's
intention to establish a govermment trading post for the Indians
in the vicinity of Natchitoches on the Red River. There is no way
of knowing, but it is not unreasonable to suppose that John sensed in
George's letters to his father a desire to Join him in Louisiana and
encouraged him to seek a position as the assistant factor at the newly
proposed trading house. Be that as it may, George in 1805 wrote to the
Secretary of War, Henry Dearborn, and requested an appointment as an
assistant factor at the newly proposed trading house to be established
at Natchitoches.so Thus, the young George Sibley initiated a series of
events which would bring him from North Carolina to the frontier and

launch him on his career as a govermment factor.

L
“John Sibley to George C. Sibley, November 8, 180k, Sibley Mss.
0
2 The Secretary of War to George C. Sibley, August 17, 1805,
Edwin Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of ithe United States: The
Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-1806, XIII (Washington, D.C.,
1553, 187.
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On April 18, 1796, the Congress of the United States passed the
Indian Trade Law which structured the govermment's Indian Factory
System.sl This act provided fcr the President to establish factories i
(trading posts or stores) within the national frontier, and to appoint
a factor or storekeeper for each factory. Congress appropriated
$150,000 to implement the law.

In a sense, the factory system as conceived by the govermment
‘was & pacification program among the Indians. Its main objective was
to keep peace with the Indians. Henry Dearborn in 1801 noted that a
‘well-managed factory had "a salutary effect on the minds of the
Indians.”52 John Mason, Superintendent of Indian Trade, counseled a
young factor that the main purpose of the system was to 'secure the
friendship of the Iudim:ns."53 By setting up these factories at conven~-

ient locations for the Indians, staffing them with honest and

experience@ civilian storekeepers, and providing them with good quality

Indian trade goods, the govermment would take an important and positive
step toward maintaining peace with the Indians on the western frontier.
In addition to this purpose, the government also hoped that by
establishing a network of factories on the western frontier it would be
able to discourage the encroachments of foreign powers among the Indians,

cnforce the licensing of private traders, and reduce the constant

)lAnnals of the Congress of the United States (Washington, D.C.,
1834-1856), 1Iv, 1262-126L.

52Geueral Henry Dearborn to Congress, December 8, 1801,
American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 654.

53John Mason to John Johnson, May 20, 1808 Carter, ed., The
Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 15606-1614, X1V, 185.




warfare among the trivbes. Although the govermment did not enter the
Indian trade primarily to make money, it did believe that the system
‘would hold its own economically and provide certain guaranteed markets
for Indian trade gooda.Sh

The first two trading houses were established in Georgia and on
‘the boundary between the state ¢f Tennessee and the Cherokee nation.

As the American frontier expanded westward, so did the factory system.

The government in 1802 built factories at Fort Stevens in the

Mississippi Territory, at Fort Wayne in the Indiana Territory and at
Detroit in the Michigan Territory. In 1805, the govermment established
a factory at Chicago in the Indiana Territory. The Louisiana Purchase
- opened the door to the founding of factories on the Arkansas River, at
the mouth of the Missouri River in the Louisiana Territory (Fort
Bellefonaine), and at Natchitoches on the Red Riwar.55 George Sibley
hoped to be a part of the factory operation at Natchitoches, to be
established late in 1805.

The Secretary of War informed George that the factory at
Natchitoches was so small that it would need only a 'young lad' to
assist the factor. However, the Secretary offered a position as
assistant at the factory already in operation near St. Louis, Missouri,
at a salary of $500 annually, and $180 a year more for subsistence. He
instructed George to execute a bond of $4000, to be signed by himself

and two sureties, and to take an oath of office before a competent

5!"Geners.v.l Henry Dearborn to Congress, December &, 18C1,
Anerican State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 654.

rJ5Americau State' Papers, Indian Atfairs, I, (0O,
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magistrate. George was told that he would receive $250 in travel
money for his trip to St. Louis and that he should arrive there by
October 10, 1805. Rudolph Tillier, the principal factor, would meet
Bin in 8t. Louis.”®

George obtained John Winslow, his former employer, and John
Hay as securities on his bond. He took the oath of office on August 26,
1805 before the Justices of Cumberland County, swearing to

faithfully and honestly execute the Trust
committed to me, and that I will not directly
or indirectly be concerned or interested in
any Trade, Commerce, or barter with the 57
Indians whatever, but on the public account.

George's appointment surely hinged on the name and reputation
of his father. John Sibley had corresponded with the President and
had provided him and Congress with illuminating reports of the
Ilouisiana Territory. The govermment thought well enough of John to
make him an Indian agent. W.C.C. Claiborne praised Sibley to
James Madison and expressed great confidence in the Doctor. Thus,
George Sibley came into the government's factory system riding his
falher's coattails.

Following his decision to accept his appointment, George

prepared for his trek west and for his new career by arranging to have

56The Secretary of War to George C. Sibley, August 17, 1805,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-1806, XIII, 187.

BTOath of Office of George C. Sibley, Assistant Factor at
St. Louis, August 26, lﬁOb,"sworn before the Subscriber, one of the
Justices for the County of Cumberland aforesaid, this twenty-sixth day
of August in the year of our Lord, One thousand Eight hundred and five.
John Hay,'" Sibley Mss. Also, see the Secretary of War to George C.
Sibley, August 17, 1805, Carter, The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri,
1803-1806, XII1I, 187. '




his mail sent to St. Louls, and by taking care of some necessary
fipancial matters. In a farewell letter to his brother he admitted
that his departure would be sad, but declared that his new situation
would undoubtedly be a good one, the society would be pleasant, and
that in time a promotion would undoubtedly occur.55 Promising his
brother that he would bear up "like a man," and not betray himself
by '"sniveling, sobbing and crying,” George set out for the Louisiana

Territory and for a land which he had been led to believe was the

"finest in the world."

*George C. Sibley to Semuel H. Sibley, 1805, Sibley Mss.




CHAPTER III

FORT OSAGE




When the young George Sibley reached Fort Bellefontaine late
in 1805, St. Louis was a small French village on the banks of the
Mississippi River with a population of less than a thousand.l Beyond,
lay the mysterious and spacious Louisiana Territory where Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, on their famed expedition, pressed toward the
Pacific Ocean and did not return to St. Louis until the fall of 1806.
Thomas Jefferson who had engineered the Louisiana Purchase and who
had persuaded Congress to appropriate funds for its exploration had
begun his second four years in office. These years proved frustrating
and disappointing to the pacifist President because he was unable to
resolve the worsening controversies between the United States and
Great Britain over American neutrality on the high seas and British
involvement with the Indians on the western frontier. Only a few
Americans had crossed over the broad Mississippi River and had inched
their way into this land known ounly by the Indians and by a handful of
French and Spaniards.

Fort Bellefontaine, established by Lieut.-Col. Jacob Kingsbury
in 1805 on the bluffs overlooking the Missouri River four miles above
its confluence with the Mississippi River, was the first post of the
Indian Factory System west of the Mississippi River and marked the
initiation of the govermment's plan to secure with military and trading

~

posts the vast territory of the Louisiana Purchase. In May, 180k,

1R.L. Kirkpatrick, 'Professional, Religious, and Social Aspects
of St. Louis Life, 1804-1816,' Missouri Historical Review, XLIV

(1949-1950), 373.

Coee Kate L. Gregg, 'Building of the First American Fort West
of the Mississippi,' Missouri Historical Review, XXX (July, 1936).
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Lewis and Clark described the site as being an excellent location for
i fort. Later, General Wilkinson, inspecting the fort under con-
struction, commented that it was near "a fountain of pure water
competent to supply 1,000 men daily."” This beautiful spring of
water provided the fort with its name, Bellefontaine.3
The buildings were crudely constructed of green logs, without
nails, without flooring in the men's guarters, and with roofs of oak
shingles held down by logs.h The factory buildings consisted of a
:'hs'gazine, 3 stores cellar included, lodging House, two Out houses
&a kitchen."b Five and a half acres of ground belonged to the
factory. At the factory, the factor and his assistant traded
blankets, beads, knives and cloth to the Indians for skins, pelts,
fresh meats and wild fowl. Rudolph Tillier, an old, experienced
trader, was in charge of the factory and six companies of Col. Thomas
Hunt occupied the fort.6

Sibley came to these austere surroundings late in 10605 to

assume his position as assistant factor of Fort Bellefontaine. He

8mall in stature, delicate in health, well educated and disciplined,

erry T. Brundidge, 'Fort Bellefontaine,' St. Louis Star,
May 2, 1932 taken from the Fort Bellefontaine File in the personal
collection of Edna McElhiney Olson, St. Charles, Missouri.

thid .

>.]'ohn Mason, Superintendent of Indian Trade to William Clark,
December, 1608, Carter, ed., he Territory of Louisiana-Missouri,
1806-1814, X1V, 2485.

6 A "
Brundidge, "Fort Bellefontaine, 8St. Louis Star, May 2, 1v32.

confronted an enviromment of traders, soldiers, Indians and adventurers.
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Sibley found himself in a world where, as Frederick Bates observed,
‘men were often "turbulent and ungovernatle' and settled their
‘differences of opinion by 'breaking each others heads with a cudgel.'7
‘One wonders how the men at the Fort reacted when the new assistant

- unpacked his gear, which included a frying pan, a kettle and a

Webster's Dictionary.

The first year at Fort Bellefontaine was a trying one. In a
revealing letter to his brother in 1806, Sibley pictured the loneliness
‘at Bellefontaine during a long winter filled with solitude and
inactivity. To keep up his "dragging spirits, " he had ordered news-
papers, and he implored his brother to write more about family and
friends. He hinted at his unhappy working conditions which centered
around the growing tension between Sibley and his superior, Rudolph
Tillier, over the latter's bookkeeping system.y )

His main responsibility was to trade with the Indians, but,
like his father, he showed a genuine interest in them and their
customs. He saw the day when a profitable trade would grow up between
the United States and the Far East, but thought that the govermment
must extend its line of forts farther up the Missouri River and forge
a connecting link to the Pacific Coast to achieve this. He closed his

letter by disclosing his intention to remain in the government service

10
and by affirming that he had a duty to perform regardless of hardships.

TThomas M. Marshall, ed., The Life and ‘upers of Frederick Bates,
2 vols. (1926), I, 113-11k.

8Kate L. Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe (Albuquerque, 1952), 1h.

JGeorge C. Sibley to Samuel Hopkins Sibley, October 25, 1806,
Sibley Mos.
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The enterprising and ambitious Sibley brought to his new task
a Puritan outlook which, in time, clashed with Tillier's half-hearted
and casual way of keeping records. The emerging conflict between the
two grew in intensity until on November 5, 1807, Tillier dismissed
Sibley on the grounds of insubordination.ll There were a number of
underlying causes which led to Tillier's firing of his assistant:
h the natural antagonism of youth versus age, Sibley's self-righteous
nﬁir,le Tillier's belief that education in schools did not replace
~ experience in life, Tillier's increasing concern for "poor business,"
‘and the chief factor's deepening distrust of the ambitious assistant
who seemed to be waiting in the wings to take over. Dr. Kate Gregg
points out, however, that the «rux of the conflict was Tillier's
drregular bookkeeping which appalled Sibley. Tillier, it seemed, took
merchandise out of the business for use by his wife and ﬁ:ve children
and entered this on the credit side of the ledger.l3 i
Evidently the feud between the two was common knowledge at
the Fort. A month prior to Sibley's dismissal, his friend, Captain
James House, second in command of the troops stationed at Fort
Bellefontaine, wrote Frederick Bates, the Acting-Governor, and

solicited his aid in behalf of Sibley. House believed that it was

llGeorge C. Sibley to Secretary of War, November 6, 1807,
Secretary of War Document Files, National Archives. OSee also
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 1.

121 indenwood College Bulletin (April, 1835), 3.

130regg, The Road to Santa Fe, 1k.




for a man such as Sibley, sooner or later, to become a victim of
Tillier's "gusts of passions and splenectic Z;ig7 humours." House
praised Sibley's interest in the factory, nis propriety, and his
patience and discretlion under intolerable conditions.lh At the time
S8ibley was discharged, Governor Bates echoed House's sentiments in a
letter to the Secretary of War, expressing the belief that the inquiry
which Sibley had requested would remove any doubts about Sibley's
character and would reveal the '"impatient temper of Mr. Tillier."
Bates indicated that their disagreement stemmed from 'subjects of
punctilio, which, in a mind less petulent 13137 than Mr. Tillier's,
would have been thought unworthy of regard."l5 Tillier's side of the
controversy was smothered by Sibley's friends and their articulate
defense of his case. However, sometime later, John Mason, Superin-
tendent of Indian Trade, remarked to Meriwether lLewis that he
regarded Tillier as "a man of great honor and respectability' who had
seen better days.l6

Desiring to defend his own name and to remain in govermment

gervice, Sibley enclosed his letter of dismissal with a request for an
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Jumes House to Frederick Bates, Octover, 1807, Marshall, ed.,
Life and Papers of Frederick Bates, I, 225.

lecting-vaernor Frederick Bates to the Uecretary of War,
November 7, 1007, Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri,
1806-181%4, xIv, 151.
lsthn Mason to Meriwetier Lewis, May 17, 1609, Carter, ed.,
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, X1V, 275.




EfﬁQuiry and sent them to the proper authorities in Washingtoa.lY In
'ﬁhrn, the Secretary of War wrote to Frederick Bates and William Clark
and solicited their opinions on the difficulties at Fort Bellefontaine
and their evaluations of the relative fitness of' both men involved.l&
ihelieving that he could pleesd his own case more effectively, Sibley,
at his own expense, purchased a bay horse in St. Louis and rode
tpraeback all the way to Washington. Uhknoun to him, the doors of a
larger opportunity were about to swing open.

An urgent need to extend the factory system farther up the
Missouri River, as well as farther north on the Mississippi River,
became increasingly clear to the govermment. President Jefferson had
promised the Osage Indians in 180k, and again ia 18606, that trading
houses would be established among them. Fort Bellefontaine partially
fulfilled his promises. However, the Fort was so inconveniently
located that the Indians which it was meant to serve had to pass through
white settlements on their way to trade. This tended to discourage
the Indians, who wanted little to do with the white settlers.;.ly More-
over, the whites were fearful of bands of Indians who had been known
to steal horses and cattle, smash furniture with their tomahawks, anc
rip feather beds with their knives.zo Thus, the Fort consistently had

done poor business and had failed to pacify the Indians.

1TGeorge C. Sibley to Secretary of War, November 6, 1807, Carter,
ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, Xav, f.n., 151.

BSecreLary of War to Acting-Governor Bates and William Clark,
December 9, 1907, Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana, 1806-181k4,
xIV, 155 .

19%nte 1,. Gregy, Wegtward with Dragoons (Multon, 1937), h-u,

“Uprederick Bates Lo Henry Dearborn, Oclober 22, 1007, Marshall,
ed., Life and Pupers of Frederick Bates, I, 2.2-223.
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In May, 18(7, William Clark in a letter to the Secretary of
' sunmarized the problems facing the govermment in regard to the
ians west of the Mississippi River. He noted, first of all, the
‘dissatisfaction of the Osage Indians. They were disgruntled because
ithey believed the government had forgotten them. No trade had been
‘established between them and the United States. Frontier iutelligence
had informed Clark that the Spaniards in the southwest were making
yvertures to the Osage and were attempting to gain their allegiance.
‘Ceneral Wilkinson and a Mr. Pike had purchased horses from the
Indians with drafts no one would pay. And worst of all, Clark
reported that practically all of the rich furs and peltries were falling
into the hands of British traders and being carried off to Canada..n
Added to these problems was the threat of inter-tribal wars between the
Osage and their enemies, the Sauks and the }btowatOmies.ea The time
had arrived for the government to extend the factory system deeper
into the Louisiana Territory at a slrategic location designed Lo reach
the Osage, Kansas, Sauks, Ioways, Arkansas, and Missouri tribes.

Barly in Februars, 1808, while high goverument cfficia}s mulled
‘over the existing conditions in the Loulsiana Territory, Sibley arrived
in Washington to defend himself before Jonn Mason, Superintendent of

Indian Trade.23 Because of the expansion of the factory system,

Congress, in 1806, had authorized the creation of the office of ~

_ 2lﬂilliam Clark to Secretary of War, May 1Y, 1807, Carter, ed.,
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-161k, xIv, 122-124.
221bid.

23080rge C. Sibley to Col. John Pickett, October 20, 1808, Sibley
Mss.
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erintendent of Indian Trade to handle the purchasing and orderiag
of merchandise for the factories, the auditing of all accounts, the
ing of field reports with proper officials, and the writing of

getters to factors, agents, newspaper editors, merchants, prospective

'ers, bankers, commanding officers, and the numerous religious and
educational groups that wanted to educate the Indians or convert them
‘to the Christian F‘-en:tt.h.el4 As Superintendent, Mason was also resporsible
for dealing with the personal and organizational problems that arose

in such a system. The Tillier-Sibley controversy at Fort Bellefontaine,
;ﬁﬁerefore, became his concern.

Already alert to the conditions at Fort Bellefontaine, to the
erisis among the Osage Indians, and to the confidential reports on
Tillier and Sibley made by Clark and Bates, Mason considered the
growing complexity of the overall situation. BEarly iu March, the
government decided to establish trading houses on the Osage River and
at the mouth of the La Moine River on the Mississippi. A military
post would also be established at each factory. &2 Furthermore, Fort
Bellefontaine would be discontinued as a factory, but kept active as a
military post. The stores at Fort Bellefontaine would be divided be-

20 <
tween the two new factories.” Because of Sibley's businesslike

approach, youtnful dedication, and his two years of experieance at

llOra Peake, A4 History of the United States Indian Factory
System, 1795-1622 (Deuver, 1554), 39-k0.

o
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;@]_ Bellefontaine, he received appointment as chief-factor at the
ijproposed factory on the Osage River in tne hunting grounds of Lhe
y 27

‘Grand Osage and Little Osage triles. John Johnson received an
@ppointment to direct the factory farther north on the Mississippi
13

ver at present-day Fort Madisun.2

Sibley's salary was set at $500 annually, plus $365 annually

=7 e T 5

isame needs after the first year. Sibley took his new ocath of
Ibffice on May 1lu, 1808, and during the following week, secured his
bond, cleared up some financial matters, and made ready for his return
3 ! 30
Journey to St. Louis.
On May 20, 1805, Mason wrote letters to Sibley and John Johnson
outlining the guidelines and tle policles of the Factory System. He
o L

pointed out to them that the main purpose of the Factory System was to
gain the friendship of the Indians. In high-minded phrascology, Mason
fnstructed them to use every means and opportunity to impress the
Indians with the integrity and faith of the United States govermment.

I They were not to cheat the Indians, nor resort to trickery or fraud to

27

28thn Mason to John Johnson, May 10, 1805, Office of Indian

?ﬂknde, Superintendent's File, Letters Sent, Book A, National Archives.
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John Mason to George C. Sibley, May 24, 1608, Sibley Mss.

John Mason to George C. Sibley, May 24, 1608, Sibley Mss.

30The account of Sibley's return trip to St. Louis, May 1Y, 1806
to July 1, 1808 is found in Sibley's Diary, Sibley Mss.




gnload defective Indian goods. While promoting good feelings, they

3, however, to be alert to the attempts of the Indians to cheat

The prices put on goods sold and traded at the factory were to
‘be based on a standard advance of 60 to 100 percent on the prices
harged in the invoices received from the Indian Trade Office. By
‘estimating the cost of transportation and the amount of profit needed
;fuénable his factory to operate without a loss, the factor determined
the necessary percentage to add to invoice charges. The price paid to
‘the Indians for their skins and furs was to be governed, in most cases,
%W-Hhat they had been accustomed to receive and by what would make
them happy and contented. Mason warned the factors that the raising
and reducing of prices were left to their "discretion and prudence,’
but that they were to make encugh to prevent the factories from operat-
ing at a datiort. >

Other rules governing the factor's job were: factory goods were
Lo be sold to Indians and not to whites except in extenuating circum-
ijét.emm:-.es,: factors were not to sell to traders any goods or articles that
might be wanted by the Indians; factors were not to sell to Indians on
eredit, with the exception of certain chief's in good standing; liguor
‘was not to be sold; and the factor was prohibited by law from carrying

on any trade on his own account or that of any other person except for

the United States.oS :

31 5ohn Mason to George C. Sibley and Johu Johnson, May 27, 1608,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814, XxIv, 185-187.
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Bookkeeping procedures involved the ordering of goods from
the Indian Trade Office once a year. All records were to be kept
in a specified form for examination by the Superintendent. These
included a Day Book Journal, in which every transaction of the day
was to be recorded, an Invoice Book, and a Cash Book. All letters
written and received pertaining to the business of the factory were
to be filed in a Letter Book. In March, June, September, and
December the factor rendered an account of all money, goods and
property which had passed through his hands and these reports went
both to the Office of Indian Trade and the Secretary of the Treaaury.3h
In regard to the furs and peltries, the factor was responsible
for paying the Indians fair prices, for seeing that their condition
‘was good, and for proper methods of preserving them. The furs and
peltries were [to be carefully packed and shipped in the early Spring
or late Fall to avoid warm weatiher and worms. Mason cautioned the
factors to be on the lookout for deceitful traders who used Indians
to unload inferior furs on the government factories. The furs and
peltries were to be transported by way of St. Louis to New 0r1eans.3b
Mason's instructive letter contained inferences as to the
gualities the govermnment desired in its factors. It wanted men of
integrity who would so act in their dealings with the Indians as to

bring honor and respect to the United States. The factors had to be men

with some business acumen. Keeping books, making reports, adjusting

3"-1-3?41.(1.

JbIbid.




prices, trading and bartering, ordering merchandise, and making enough
to prevent the factory from being a losing operation were all a part of
the business end-of the Factory System. The practical aspects of the
‘factor's job were not overlooked. They needed some understanding of
‘the Indians with whom they were to deal, as well as the ability to
‘carry on with a variety of human beings ranging from soldiers to
Jacisntiats, settlerg’to sutlers, private traders to govermment officials.
| -'."l;‘_\;rthermore, they had to have some skill in judging and handling furs

~ and peltries.

Although just twenty-six years old when the government

‘appointed him to his post at the new factory on the Osage River, Sibley
was well-prepared for the task. His Puritan background had fashioned
a man who was highly moral and honest. In the seventeen years he
served as a govermnment factor no one ever guestioned his integrity.

His education enabled him to fill the long, lonely hours on the
frontier by reading newspapers and books and in writing letters. His
early training in the accounting house of John Winslow gave him the
technical knowledge necessary to keep books and to make reports. His
two years at Fort Bellefontaine had introduced him to the world of the
frontier and the Factory System. There, under the tutelage of

Rudolph Tillier, Sibley learned the art of trade and barter, as well as
how to handle furs and peltries. Well qualified to be a govermment
factor and excited about his new assignment, Sibley completed his
preparations for the trip back to St. Louis.

Leaving Washington on May 26, he stopped at Baltimore for a

few days, where he purchased some clothes for himself, a pistel, flints,



When he

ﬁeyjer, flask, a sword cane, and a treatise on mineralogy.36
arrived in Philadelphia, he met Major Zebulon Pike who was planning to
it off for St. Louis within ten days. No doubt in their conversa-
tions, Pike briefed the young factor concerning the land and the people
 would find in the country west of the Mississippi River. The next
leg of Sibley's journey was by stage to Pittsburgh, which he reached
on June 6. For the next four days, Sibley, with $400 to outfit a
boat and to hire hands, made haste to complete arrangements for his
‘descent of the Ohio River. The government had decided that a keel
‘boat would be necessary for operation of the new factory, which would
be s0 far removed from the Mississippi River. The keel-boat, built in
Pittsburgh, was turned over to him on June Y, and was later christered
"Osage Factor.  He signed-on five men who agreed to go as far as
Bt. Louis, one of whom was a free Negro. At sunrise, June 10, he set
‘sail.

+« Forced to wait nearly two weeks at Whecling for nails, glass
and hinges to be used in the buildings for the troops at the new
military posts and trading houaes,3? Sibley had a shelter built on the
boat. In the process, he became very angry at the carpenters who
more than once showed up inebriated. After nearly two weeks, Sibley,
his patience tested, accused them of '"insolence, impudence, and
villainy." By June 23, with the shelter completed and with the stores

loaded, Sibley was on his way, drifting along, and making comments in

36$ib1ey's Diary, May 19, 1808, Sibley Mss. ;

37The Secretary of War to Col. Thomas Hunt, May 17, 1808,
Secretary of War locument Files, Letters Sent, Book 3, National
Archives.




s diary about the river towns and villages bordering the stream. It
18 not until July 12 that he left the Ohio River and entered the
[ississippi to begin what was to prove a slow, difficult, and tragic
‘ascent to St. Louis. It took twenty days to navigate the 120 miles
from the mouth of the Ohio River to St. louis. Just fifteen miles
from his destination, the swift current swept away two of his hired
‘hands, a8 white man and a Negro, who were attempting to dislodge the
boat from a sand bar. Their bodies were never i‘ound.3b

Landing in St. Louis on July 31, Sibley went immediately to
General William Clark, Superintendent of Indian Affairs at St. Louis,
1o deliver letters from the Secretary of War and to confer with him
on the proposed factory. Clark had been requested to select the site
and to accompany Sibley with a body of troops. He informed Sibley
that the site had been changed [rom near or at the mouth of the Osage
River to '"the bank of the Missouri above that river [(_)sagg near
prairie de feu or Fire Prairie. >’ The reasons that dictated the
change in sites were that the Osage River was extremely difficult to
pavigate and was often in a flooded state, and that the new location
would be more central and convenient to the Osage Indians. Both
Clark and Governor Lewis concurred that the change in sites was
necessary. Pierre Chouteau, a prominent private trader out of

St. Louis who had years of experience in trading with the Osage, pro-

vided the information on the Usage River which was instrumental in

3881bley’s Diary, July 29, 1808, Sibley Mss. 2

3%4114am Clark to the Secretary of War, June 25, 1808, Carter,
ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-101k, XIV, 19b; also
see Sibley's Diary, July 31, 1808, Sibley Mss.




ading Clark and Lewis to suggest the change to the Secretary of War
and John Mason.ho Sibley told Clark that his own instructions con-
taired nothing concerning selection of the site. He did, however,
request that Capt. Eli B. Clemson, who was to command the Fort's

garrison, wait until Sibley was ready in order that the trading goods
41

could go with the "whole body of troops.'
Sibley then went to Fort Bellefontaine to divide the stores and
1o pack and stow them for their new destinations. He and Johnson
N@mpleted their work by August U, at which time Captain Clemson and
Bbis troops of the First United States Infantry, eighty-one in all,
left by boat for St. Charles, where they were to camp and wait for
| Eﬁbley. There were six boats, four of which were filled with military
slores and trade goods. Of the other two, one belonged to a Mr. Prince,
@ sutler appointed by the government to supply the articles and
luxuries which were not furnished by the govermnent,he and the other
1o William Morrison who wag under government contract to supply food
for the Lroops.h3
The fcollowing day, Sibley gave Tillier a receipt for 'the public

property received of him amounting to $lh,uh2.00.'hh On August 11,

Lo
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Sibley rode overland to St. Charles, arriving late at night in a
driving rain. The following morning he joined Capt. Clemson at his
camp above St. Charles and started the tiring voyage up the River,
averaging only fifteen miles per day.hs

In the meantime, Clark prepared to travel overland from
St. Charles with eighty mounted Rifleman and Dragoons.h6 Before
noon on August 25, his detachment rode out of St. Charles "to protect
and assist in the building of the intended Fbrt.'h7 Clark's expedi-
tion had a two-fold purpose: first, to fix the location of the new
fort and factory, and second, to remain on the scene until the work
‘on both got underway and Capt. Clemson could adequately defend him-
aelf.ha

Sibley and Capt. Clemson reached Fire Prairie on September 2.
The next day they took Reuben Lewis, the brother of Meriwether, and
two other men in a canoe and paddled up the river about three miles to

the bluff on which the fort was to be constructed. Sibley later

described the site, as being "330 miles by water above the mouth of the

45Tbid., August 11, 1606.

k6W1lliam Clark to the Secretary of War, August 18, 1808,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814, XIV, 210.

LTThe following note appeared in the Missouri Gazette, Tuesday,
July 26, 1806: "It is with heart felt pleasure we announce the
patriotism displayed by the St. Charles troop of horse [sic/, a few
days ago; they offered their services to accompany Gen. Clark up the
Missouri, in order to protect and assist in the building of the
intended Fort, at or near the Osage River."
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‘@vtr, and about 220 by land from St. Louis situated on a high bluff
feet above high water mark on the left bank; at a point where the

49 Both men were elated

River is very narrow (about 350 yards)..."
agreed that the location was excellent from a military standpoint.
p the bluff a long view up and down the river was commanding.
“Atop the bluff the fort would be easy to defend. Sibley and Clemson
'ﬂ@dided to move the boats to the site, to make camp, and then to wait
for the arrival of General Clark, which occurred on September 4. The
‘gite was as Clark had remembered it when he and Lewis had passed by ou
their expedition to the Far West in lboh.so
The General wasted no time in ordering that the boats be
unloaded, in distributing tools among the men, in sending hunters into
the forest for fresh meat, and in posting a guard of twenty men. Soon
‘the silence of the forest was replaced by the sounds of men's voices,
the crashing of chopped trees, and by sawing and hammering. Sibley
later wrote his brother, 'how cheerful and pleasing a sight it is to
gsee 200 men cutting a village out of an almost impenetrable forest."ﬁl
Clark immediately dispatched Nathan Boone, the son of Daniel Boone, and

Paul loise, an interpreter, to the village of the Grand Osage to find

1'2
out if the Indians planred to settle near the Fort.”

J""‘(i\‘.-er,;,;e C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, September 16, 1808,
Sibley Mss.

5oF‘roxu the Journal of William Clark, August 25 to September 22,
1808 quoted in Gregg, Westward with Dragoons, 34,

51George C. Sibley to Sumuel H. Sibley, September 16, 1808,
Sibley Mss.

52F‘rom the Journal of William Clark, Seplember 5, 1008, Gregg,
Westward with Dragoons, 35.




The fort was laid off in a 'square defended by four strong

Block-houses & the out work defended by one on a small ;nint.‘bj

Day by day, the buildings rose out of the clearing. By September Y,

r level. A number of obstacles hindered progress, such as the
difficulty in hauling logs and building stones from the river, lack
of tools, reluctance of some of the men to do their full share of

the work, a nagging fear of Indian attack, dysentery, and a violent
rainstorm, but the work continued at a consistent pace. The

prairie, stretching from the bluff for about a mile and filled with
wild game and wild fruits, impressed Sibley, as did the rich, fertile
soil and the plentiful, straight timber consisting of "Black Oak,

chiefly, cotton, wood, hycory [5157, black walnut, Linn, white oak
_h

‘and many other kinds.' The young factor could, in truth, tell

‘his brother, "...we have a most charming vieu."BS

On September 12, work continued on the block-houses, but
toward evening a hush fell across the clearing as men looked up from
‘their work and saw emerging from the forest two Osage chieftians and
‘about seventy-five warriors, all moving in the direction of the fort.
They had come with Nathan Boone and Paul Loise to see the General.
Clark promised to confer with them the next morning and urged them to

56
‘camp overnight nearby. They sang and danced throughout the night,

531bid., 35-36.
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‘8 haunting, if not fearful experience for those men who had never
ard savage chants or observed Jjerking Indian bodies by firelight.

Clark, weak from dysentery and the restltant loss of sleep,
conferred with the Osage chiefs the next morning and outlined some
the major points in a proposed treaty. He described the boundaries
of the land they were to relinguish. He also explained that he would
propose & line to be drawn from the fort south to the Arkansas River.
The Indians were to hunt on the west side of the line, while the whites
would be free to hunt east of the line without fear of Indian attack.
He made it plain that if the Indians were to enjoy the protection of
the fort and the advantages of the factory they must abandon "Theft
!ﬁnrder and Robory' of white settlers. He closed the council by
imploring them tc think about what he had said and "if any thing Dwelt
on their minds to speak it & not to be vashful. 27

While the Indians "hollered and Sung the great part of the

‘Night," Clark framed the treaty which was to be read, explained and,
hopefully, accepted by the Osage chiefs the next day. It was September 14

‘when Clark, his officers, Sibley, the two chiefs, White Hair and The

Walking Rain, and the other Indians assembled on "the banks of the

e i1
Missouri avout five miles above IMire Prairie to consider the treaty.”)h

Clark's treaty contained twelve articles. They were in summary:
(1) The United States would build a fort and factory to promote peace,
friendship and intercourse with the Osage Tribes of Indians, and would
assist and protect them from their enemies; (2) The United States would

provide a "large store' where Indians could exchange peltries and furs

Mypid., 38-39.

O lb1d., bo-b1.
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for goods which they needed; (3) The United States would furnish a
placksmith, would build a water mill, would provide plows, and would
‘construct a block-house for each chief in his village; (4) Private
traders would be permitted to trade with the Indians, but under

yvernmental supervision; (5) No Indian tribe not at peace with the
United States would be allowed to trade at the factory.
The sixth article dealt with the area of land to be relinquished
by the Osage Indians to the United States. According to the treaty,
Arkansas River, then east along the Arkansas to the Mississippi River,
and finally, west along the north bank of the Missouri to the fort.
This represented two-thirds of the now existing state of Missouri and
the north-eastern half of the state of Arkansas, a total land area
conservatively estimated at 75,000 square miles.by

Article T provided for the land on which the fort and factory

‘were to be erected. Articles 8 and Y stated that the United States
‘would recognize the Osage hunting grounds west of the line runving
south to the Arkansas River, and that no citizen could pass through
‘that area without permission from the President of the United Stﬁtes.
Article 10 pointed out that since white hunters in the land of the
Osage Indians had at times been 'robbed, plundered and sent naked in
cold weather without means of procuring food," a line from Arrow Rock
running south to the Arkansas River would be the dividing line between
white hunters and the Osage Indians, and, further, if any white hunter

were caplured west of that line, he was to be brought to the fort. The

2yo-thirds of Missouri's 69,686 square miles is 46,456. One-
half of Arkansas' 93,104 square miles is 26,4%%2. The Lotal is 73,008
square miles.




last two articles stipulated that the line between the United States
‘and the Osage hunting grounds would be surveyed and the treaty would
into effect as soon as it was approved by the iresident of the

60
United States.
It took the following day, September 15, to complete the
transaction. In the presence of fourteen witnesses, General Clark
and the chiefs signed the treaty. The General, desiring to demonstrate
his good faith, gave rifles to the chiefs and to the others tobacco,
blankets, powder, lead, paint and knives from Sibley's stores,
totaling $317.?h.61 After the treaty signing, Clark prepared for his
return trip to St. Louis. Toward the end of the day, September 15, 1808,
a crooked finger of smoke on the horizon signaled the coming of some
more Indians.

Clark, in a letter to the Secretary of War, September 23, 18008,
reported one block-house as completed, except for the upper floor and
daubery; three block-houses, 18 x 20 feet square on three angles of the
fort nearly complete, except for floor and cover; and one block-house
on the fourth angle of the fort as started. The workmen had roofed and
virtually finished two houses for the factory goods, and also the

62
cellar. John Mason hau listed three essentials for the factory build-

ings: proper accomodations for the merchandise, tolerable comfort’ for

60
The text of the treaty is io the Sibley Mss. and is also
ipcluded in full in Gregg, Westward with Dragoons, 64-6€.

61

Sibley Diary, September 15, 1808, Sibley Mss.

6241111am Clark to the Secretary of War, September 23, 1808,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814, X1V,
224-228.
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fhe factor, and a 'good airy cellar...for the Furs and PEltry.'63 The
barracks were under construction, the pit for meking charcoal was
pearly dug, and a road was being built. As for arms, a three-pounder
and four swivel guns had been placed in position.6h Clark appointed
Reuben Lewis as Indian Sub-Agent to enforce the regulations on private
‘traders and hunters. The past abuses and dangerous practices of the
traders and hunters concerned Clark and he believed that Sibley would
be too heavily burdened with factory business to be able to keep them
in .

At sunrise, September 16, 1808, Clark's main force, under the
command of Capt. M. Wherry, departed by land for St. Charles. The
ﬁgneral left by barge at 2 o'clock that afternoon and was out of sight
of the fort within the hour.°6

As a first-hand observer of the treaty-making process, Sibley
‘reacted optimistically to what had taken place. Clark had not forced
the treaty on the Indians and, it seemed, that he had made it clear to
‘them the stipulations involved. Clark had putienlly read and explained
‘the treaty to all Indians present. 'It requires time and a little

‘smoking with Indians,'" he once cormented, "if you wish to have peace

63J0hn Mason to George C. Sibley, September 24, 1808, Sibley Mss.
Also quoted in Peake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 30.
4 6hWilliam Clark to the Secretary of War, September 23, 18006,
ﬁhﬁter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181L, XIV,
224-2206.

| 65Wi111am Clark to the Secretary of War, September 23, 1806,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Loujisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, X1v,
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:them.“GT This approach toward the Indians characterized Clark's
er in Indian affairs. From the Indians he gained respect and the
ame, 'Redhead, " but the politicians censured him for being 'too
good to the Indians."66
Clark's manner and conduct of the treaty-making event impressed
the Osage factor. So much so that Sibley ventured to predict that if
the United States would keep its part of the treaty, the Indians would
emain peaceful and friendly. He interpreted the responsibility of
the factor and Indian agents as being that of seeing to the fulfillment
of "every promise made them by the government." 2 He believed that if
‘he and his associates lived up to all promises on the part of the
government, the Indians would be impressed with a "high sense of honor
and good faith of the United States without which no permanent arrange-

70

ment can be expected.” However, iu the white man's rapid movement
across the continent such an attitude could not be sustained. Those
men who advocated time, patience, justice, kept promises, and a
“little smoking' with the Indians became, in truth, voices in the
wilderness.

In the closing days of September, 1808, the Indians filtered in

from the forest and began to pitch their tents in the vicinity of the

fort. Sibley estimated the number present as in the neighborhood of

67Quoted in Harlow Lindley, 'William Clark-The Indian Agent, "
Proceedi s‘gg the Mississippi Valley Historical Association (lyUT-
109), II, 65.

63Ibid.

®Ysivley's Diary, Septemver 15, 1808, Sibley Mss.

70

Ibid.




57

and believed that at this 'great rendevouz' at least 5000 would
nally camp.Tl As the number of Indians present increased, so did
-_'a anxiety, for he feared that they might be tempted to steal his
goods. Not until "all goods were under lock and key,' did
bley's fears diminish. He informed the Indians that he would extend
0 credit and would always expect them to pay for goods in furs and
ries taken by traps and guns he would furnish them.Tg Although

B was no regulation requiring the factor to receive only furs and
tries trapped|with govermment traps or killed with govermment guns,
)ley evidently thought by stating the matter in that way he would
increase his trade and tie the Indians more closely to the factory. On
@ occasion he ate with the cnief's of the Little Usage and fired a
gwivel gun for their benefit. Trading operations began October 1, and
his first response to the Osage Indians was a simple one--"find them
very poor and troublesome.’ But when the Kansas tribe came to the fort,
iey forced Sibley to suspend operation for a time vecause they were
wery unruly, insolent and violent in their cunducL.Tj

At the time of the signing of the treaty in September, 18008,
seventy-four Osage Indians were in St. Louis delivering up to the
government some stolen horses. On Clark's return to St. Louis with the
treaty in band, these Indians objected to the treaty. Although they had

not seen it, they claimed that it was invalid because they had not

7lGEOrge C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, September 16, 1808,
Sibley Mss.
72 :
Sibley's Diary, September 27, 1808, Sivbley Mss.

73Ibid., October 10, 140,




participated in its signing.Th Fearing that the dissatisfaction of

ge Osage Indians might stir up trouble on the frontier, Governor

is decided to draft a new treaty and arrange for another council

h them. Lewis drafted the treaty himself and on October 2, 18008,
‘gent Pierre Chouteau to the new fort to secure its acceptance. Lewis
‘expressed great confidence in Chouteau's influence over the Osage.
Chouteau appeared at the fort on November 7, 18608, and led

in the treaty-signing event.?6 According to Sibley, the second

‘treaty did not differ materially from the one made by General Clark.T7
ﬁnfhia observation he was not altogether accurate for there were two
major differences. The second treaty provided annuities of $1,000 in
merchandise for the Great Osage, and to the Little Osage $500 in
merchandise. In addition to this change, the second treaty stipulated
that the Osage were to give up claims on their land north of the
Missouri River, as well as to the lands south of it to the Arkansas

-Biver.78 The Osage signed the treaty on November 10, 1808.

| ThWilliam Clark to the Secretary of War, December 2, 1808,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814%, XIV,
242-243; Covernor Meriwether Lewis to the President of the United States,
December 15, 1608, American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 766-T767;
and William Clark to William Eustis, Secretary of War, February 20, 1810,
American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 765.

75Governor Meriwether Lewis to Pierre Chouteau, October 3, 1808,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181k, x1v, 229.

76

Sibley's Diary, November 7, 1806, Sibley Mss.

MM 1biq.

TOphe text of the treaty is in American State Papers, I, 763-
764; also quoted in full in Gregg, Westward with Dragoons, 69-T5.




Sibley was very critical of Chouteau's handling of the treaty-
lng. He felt that Chouteau had rushed the treaty and had used
pats to make the Indians sign it. Sibley quoted Chouteau as saying,

You have heard this treaty explained to you; those
who come foreward and sign it shall be considered
the friends of the United States, and treated
accordingly. Those who refuse to come forward and
sign it shall be considered the enemies of the
United States and treated accordingly.(Y

ley also stated that he was asked to sign the treaty as a witness,

but "peremutorily refused."go

In Sibley's opinion, Chouteau had lacked the patience and
nderstanding shown by General Clark. Whether Chouteau was right

Or wrong in the manner in which he handled the assigument would be
ifficult to assess. However, one thing was certain, Chouteau was
following orders. Lewis had instructed him to tell the Osage that if
they did accept the treaty--"all will be well." On the other hand,
if they refused Chouteau was to inform the Governor as guickly as
possible, so that he could place the frontier 'in the best state of
ﬁhfence, and make the necessary preparation for an expedition against

them. 01

If Chouteau was doing what his superior had told him to do,
why was Sibley so cool toward him and so critical of his performauce?
The answer to this question is not found in the Sibley papers,

‘but appears in Clark's letter to the Secretary of War, December 2, 1800,

) THQuoted from Fred L. Lee, '"Signing of the Indian Treaty, "
Jackson County Historical Society Journal, VI, No. 18 (Lecember, 1u65),
11.

BOSibley Diary, November 11, 1800, Sibley Mss.

alGovernur Meriwether Lewis to Pierre Chouteau, October 3,
1808, Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1606-1614,
KLy, 229.




‘and in Governor Lewis' letter to the President of the United States,
December 15, 1808. Lewis pointed out to the President that Chouteau
me to him after Clark's treaty had been signed by the Osage and

sked Lewis to draft a new treaty which would forever secure his
land claim of 30,000 acres on the south side of the Missouri River
which had been given to him by the Indians. When the Osage pressed

that Chouteau was respounsible for stirring them up. There existed

h, . e
etween Chouteau and Clark 'a want of cordiality and confidence...
Reuben Lewis, Indian sub-agent at Fort Osage, wrote Clark about

Chouteau's land claim which served to augment Clark's suspicion that

8
Chouteau was up to no good. 3 There was, however, nothing in the

second treaty that recognized Chouteau's land claims. If Reuben -

Lewis was aware of the Chouteau intrigue, then so was the Osage factor.

Sibley's hostility to Chouteau was not really against his high-handed '

methods, but rather against the rumor that the St. Louis fur trader had *

attempted to use selfishly the United States Government to secure his

land claims south of the Missouri River. }
As the startling colors of autumn faded into what Sibley called

"the dreary season" of winter, the work of the factory moved ahead. On

82Governor Meriwether lewis to the President of the United

States, December 15, 1808, American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I,
766-767.

§ i

3Quoted in William Clark to the Secretary of War, December 2, |

1808, Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181k, x1V,
243, =

]
November 13, 1806, although the fort and factory were not as yet ‘
!
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completed, they were christened Fort Osage in military st.yle.tih By

g first of December, Sibley, because of a lack of space in the
ildings he was using for a factory, was forced to discontinue
ding operations. He needed time to pack the furs and send them on

8t. Louis. The Kansas Indians continued to stir up trouble at the

ey complained of poor postal service which deprived him of the
”Emincipal pleasure that I calculated on enjoying in this distant
' 86

and obscure wilderness.' Added to these problems was the growing

supplies. There was talk about a march to St. Louis for meat and
flour to supply the men throughout the long winter. Just before the
river iced over, supplies arrived "in the nick of time."UT Sibley,

ihe factor, and Clemson, the commander, and their men settled down for

the winter in their fort and factory above the icy river.

8“Sibley Diary, November 13, 1800, Sibley Mss.

89William Clark to the Secretary of War, December 2, 1808,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1606-1814, X1V, 2ki2.

George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, December 13, 1808, Sibley

BTSibley's Diary, December 10, 1808, Sibley Mss.




CHAPTER IV

THE OSAGE FACTOR




Sentinel-like against the cold gray sky, the unfinished fort

d upon a bleak Missouri landscape. For Sibley, the winter

n of 1809 was a depressing one, which was reflected in a letter

iis brother. Probably to hide his loneliness and boredom, he

ite belligerently about the mounting crisis between the United

es and Great Britain. 'I would sooner go to war twenty times," he

wkishly commented, "than to submit to the insolent and dishonorable

18 of that overbearing uation."l In the event of war, he believed

, Spain would become an ally of Great Britain, thus giving the

United States the opportunity to march into Spanish territory and to

- Banta Fe in twenty days. However, toward the close of his

erusty letter his mood changed, and he confessed his longing to be

th his family and friends and Lo put an end t¢ his own ramblings.
The approach of milder weather brought increased activity at

the fort. The soldiers intensified their work on the fort itself, but

little was done toward the construction of the factory buildings. By

the month of May, only "two indifferent cabins were available for

cover for goods and peltries collected."2

One of the first major problems which the Osage factor con-

‘fronted was the inability to gain the cooperation of Captain Clemson

‘and his troops to work on the factory buildings and to help with the

furs and skins. When the Indians brought skins and furs to the

lﬂeorge C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, January 18, 180y, Sibley

i

1 2J'ohn Mason to the Secretary of War, May 13, 1609, Carter, ed.,
‘The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1506-1814, X1V, 273-27h.
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‘ itory, they brought them in poor condition. The furs had to be
ned, sorted, and packed. Soldiers, for the most pari, resented
ng the work of the factor. They had enlisted for military
‘purposes and not for manual labor.3 The government paid the sold-
'8 for dolng chores about the factory, and the factor would often
give them whiskey as an extra treat, but these enticements were not
ugh to enlist the wholehearted assistance of the military.h 1t

3 planned to teach the Indians to clean the furs before bringing

n to the factory. After repeated failures, John Mason moaned that
¢ "despaired of ever teaching the Indians to clean furs." As the
furs and peltries increased in volume at Fort Osage and Sibley kept
after the soldiers for their help, antagonism brewed between him and
Clemson.

Angered and indignant by the military's behavior toward the
ihctory chores and lack of work on the fdctory buildings, Sibley
turned to John Mason and requested his intervention Mason responded
by asking the Secretary of War to direct the commanding officers of
the various posts to furnish the factors 'such and as many men as
Sthey have occasion for from time for public purposes say in building
‘and repairing the Stores, beating ZE process by which the furs were

flattened for packing purpuseg?, packing skins & they the factors

3PEake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 248-24y.

hFrom Sibley's Factory Account Book, February-March, 1610,
‘8ibley Mss.

3
)Quut.ed in Peake, A History of the lndian Factory System, 2hy.




ng the men so employed a small su:ﬁ."6 The suggested sum was 10¢ a
g8y--hardly an amount to arouse unbounded enthusiasm. Mason also
d the Secretary of War to make a special point of ordering the
anding officer at Fort Osage to conform to this ruling.Y

Sibley received only the minimum of cooperation. While the
k on the fort moved ahead steadily, progress on the factory
ildings lagged far obehind. At this point the breach between the
t's commanding officer and the civilian administrator of the
ctory widened, and, throughout the early history of Fort Osage,
gontinued to plague Sibley and the conduct of the factor's business.b
he irresoluble conflicts which arose between the military and the
}%ﬁilian, between those trained to make war and those committed to
‘keep the peace, between those who saw the Indiau as an enemy to defeat
id battle and those who sought to win his friendship through trade and
diplomacy, were not unique with Sibley and Fort Osage. Other factors
‘and factories with garrisons suffered as well.”

On June 30, 1809, Captain Clemson reported that the fort had

. » . . 10
‘been completed, except some finishing off by Carpenters. Twenty-six

6
__ John Mason to the Secretary of War, May 13, 1609, Carter, ed.,
\The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, xaV, 27:-27h.

(Ibid.

8Sibley Diary, November ©, 1810; George C. Sibley to Risdon
‘Price, January 8, 1011; George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley,
February 12, 1511, Sibley Mss.

ySee Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-
181k, X1V, f.n., 460.

10E11 B. Clemson to William Linnard, June 30, 160Y, Record Group
'9&, Records of the Agjutant General, National Archives.
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in kad labored on the fort as sawyers, masons, blacksmiths, carpeunters,

psters, plasterer, and house joiner. A list of these men shows how

y hours they worked, how much they were paid, and that only eight

of the twenty-six men were able to sign their names on payrolls, the
thers being illiterate.

The year was marked by the arrival of two new faces at the fort.
In March, Dr. John Robinson replaced Reuben Lewis as Indian Agent.
lewis, a member of the newly organized Missouri Fur Company, desired to
dve his full time and active participation to the new organiZution.ll

Dr. Robinson had been with Zebulon Pike on his trip to the southwest

in 1806 as a surgeon. While there he had been captured by the

Spaniards, thrown in jail at Chihuahua, and finally returned to the

{ted States with a very good map of the southwest. After 180y,

‘Sibley boarded with the Robinson t‘ami_Ly.l2 According to one historian,

‘Dr. Robinson gave Sibley considerable information about the Southwest

d Santa Fe which Sibley put to good advantage in later years when he

13
surveyed the Santa Fe Trail.

1lsibley Diary, March 13, 160y, Sibley Mss. 'The Missouri Fur
Company lately formed here, has every prospect of becoming a source of
dincalculable advantage, not only to the individuals engaged in the
erprise, but the community at large. Their extensive preparations,
and the respectable forces they intend to ascend the Missouri with,

may bid defiance to any hostile band they meet with; the streams which
descend from the Rocky Mountains afford the finest hunting, and here
we learn they intend to build their fort. They have engaged to convey
Shehekah, the Mandan Chief, to his nation." From the Missouri Gazette,
Wednesday, March O, 1809.

| 12¢ate L. Gregg, 'The History of Fort Osage, " Missouri Historical
Review, XXXIV (1939-1940), 446. See also Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe,
1-2.

13Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 1-2.




Isacc Rawlings came in September to serve as Sibley's assistant.

:?~:5aneral qualifications for an assistant factor were good character,
ness to tend to business, knowledge of accounts and of trade and
1 In later years, Rawlings, like Sibley, left Osage and

A;;gd for a settlement in the new West, Memphis, where he became a

ing citizen, operated a store, served as a magistrate, served

terms as mayor, and took a significant part in banking and
urance interests. 16

During the year, 18609, Sibley's energies focused mainly on a

lively trade with the Indians and on "keeping the peace.” The estimated
o and loss on each of the United States' Factories from December 31,

80T to September 30, 1611 give some indication of how lively the
Indian trade was at Fort Osage. The highest gain in profit was at
t Wayne with $10,502.77, followed by Fort Osage with $10,291.40, and
4n third place was Fort Madison with $10,026.39%. During the same period
of time, Fort Madison stood first in the value of furs, peltries, and
items sold at $26,912.30, followed by Fort Osage with $20,272.44,
i Chickasaw Bluffs with $16,3{.1’(.5y.lT
In some years it was extremely difficult for the Factory System

to show a profit. A glutted market in furs, losses of furs and skins

1%
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181k,

v, 459

3 ] 4

1peake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 40.

16John B. Davis, The History of the City of Memphis (Memphis,
1873), 57-67; J.M. Keating, History of Memphis (Syracuse, 1668),

1Tamerican State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 76k.
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10 pment, and increased costs of Indian trade goods made the year
 such a ‘l:.’uma.]jj In good season and bad, however, Fort Osaye
anaged to keep its operations in the black prior to 1813. The
ons for this, John Mason believed, was that Fort Osage dealt
arily in hatters' furs, such as beaver, which usually had a good
€ .19 Shaved deer skins, another large trade item at Fort Osage,
d shipment better than other furs and peltries, and suffered less
‘a dull market.eo

Fort Osage showed a profit also partially because of the sub-
hry project of making soap and candles from buffalo tallow.21

bley directed some of the Osage squaws in this candle-dipping pro-

Mason encouraged Sibley to continue this work, but reminded
g that the sample candles were "no great proofs of skill" and
egsed the hope that the "red women" would become "more neat in
;{&cution."eS

Such sideline projects also occasionally develoned at other

ffactory ports. At Michilimackinac, for example, maple sugar was

18114., 756.

Lhid., 76k.

SOrvia., 766.

2lIbid., T8k .

22 5
Sibley Diary, January ¢, 1811, Sibley Mss.

23
John Mason to George C. Sibley, July 22, 10ll, Carter, ed.,

e Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-161k4, X1V, 456-ksy.




factured and at Fort Madison Indians dug for ore and melted down

2k
» Still other factories collected beeswax and snakerocot.

During the year 1809 Sibley devoted much attention to preparing

s received in trade at the fort for shipment. Before the end of

. summer he had sent packs of beaver, otter, raccoon, wolf, bear,

and deer skins to St. Iouis.25 He also planted a garden, raised corn,

‘and pestered Capt. Clemson and his men to work on the factory buildings.
In October of 1809, the Sibley-Clemson controversy broke out

n, and also involved Dr. Robinson. Two French traders, Joseph

‘Robidoux and Francois Dorion came up the River in two boats on their

y to the hunting grounds on the upper Missouri. They were greeted at

the Fort Osage landing by some disgruntled Osage Indians who threatened

10 rob the two traders. Hearing the commotion made by the Indians and

the frightened Frenchmen, Robinson and Sibley went to the landing in

;ﬁﬁe dark and rain' to investigate. They were able to calm the

Indians and to send them back to their camp. Sibley told Sans Orielle,

the Osage chieftain, that if the boats were molested by the Indians he
would close the door of the factory to further trade.
The Frenchmen left, but not too far from the Fort their boats

grounded on a sandbar. Having followed the boats upstream by keeping

gight of them from the river bank, the Indians were now able to renew

QFE;qyarrel. In doing so, one of them was struck with an oar, which

enraged them so much they drove the traders back downstream to Fort Osage.

e again Sibley and Robinson intervened at a tense moment and prevented

ahAmerican State Paper, Indian Affairs, I, 78k.

2
>Wil.Liam Clark to George C. Sibley, August 1Y, 1004y, Sibley Mss. i



the Indians from harming the two traders and damaging their boats.
ey firmly announced that the factory was temporarily closed to
the Indians. 26

The next day, Sibley and Robinson asked Capt. Clemson why he
] not helped out during the fracas. He answered, "Such affairs are
mmon and of no consequence."27 This disagreement over the episode
itinued to rankle tempers at Fort Osage, and in the summer of 1610
Clemson accused Sibley and Robinson of having incited the Osage to
attack the two trading b«:m;t.a.dj In a letter to John Mason, Sibley
defended his action by pointing out his punishment of the Indians by

ned Mason

B'hutting the factory to one of the bands of the Osages.
requested General Clark to make an investigation of the HALLer .
Since Robinson had left Fort Osage early in 1610, Sibley bore the
runt of Clemson's charges. The results of Clark's investigation are
not known. However, the fact that Sibley remained as factor at Fort
Osage indicates that both Mason and Clark had confidence in him.

Sibley later commented to a friend concerning the episode that "It is

»
N

26
The Sibley-Clemson controversy is discussed in Kate L. Gregg,

“The History of Fort Osage,” 453-455.

2?Quoted in Gregg, "The History of Fort Osage," L45k.
1 28E11 B. Clemson to the Secretary of War, July 20, 1610,
‘Carter, ed., The Territory of Missouri-Louisiana, 1806-161k, XIV,

f.n. 400.

_ 29John Mason to George C. Sibley, July 2, 1611, Carter, ed.,
‘The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, xIv, 459.

3%7pid., f.n., 459.




asier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for an

Independent American to live near an outpost like this, and keep on

1

d terms with those who command the garrison.’

By the year 1812 Sibley had been involved in three serious
ifficulties with his associates. First, Sibley's quarrel with

er had resulted in the latter firing him from his position as
‘assistant factor at Fort Bellefontaine. When Pierre Chouteau
‘negotiated the second treaty with the Osage Indians in November, 1800,
ﬂf»'ey had remained cool and disapproving toward him. In his diary
'he had criticized Chouteau's handling of the treaty-signing event.

s third disquieting controversy had concerned Capt. Clemson's lack

gf”cooperation in building the factory and reluctance to assist in

e handling and preparation of the furs and skins.
Sibley was not without blame. His rigid and unbending moral

code encouraged him to judge men and events in terms of black and

white and to defend his own actions to the fullest. His critical Y
attitude toward Tillier's methods of bookkeeping must have driven that

worried factor to many sleepless nights. Moreover, there is no

indication that Sibley ever approached Pierre Chouteau with an open

mind and a willingness to hear his version of the rumors concerning ;
his supposed desire to involve the United States govermment in his efforts

to secure large land claims from the Indians. Sibley also badgered

Clemson and his men to rush comnstruction of the factory and to assist

in caring for furs. Both officers and enlisted men must have resented

1 .
2 George C. Sibley to Risdon H. Price, January ¢, 1oll, Sibley Mss.
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dibley's enlistment of Mason's influence with the Secretary of War to
. them into doing work of a non-military nature. While civilian
military authorities also clashed at posts other than Fort Osage,
y seems to have been overly punctilious and at times given to
elf-righteousness concerning his own small physical stature.

On the other hand, Sibley got along well with many associates,
"always had support from men in positions to advance his career.
Robinson left Fort Osage the two men carried on a friendly

espondence for a time. Isacc Rawlings became a close friend of

ote him letters from Memphis Lo bolster his spirits. James Audrain

d Ira Cottle, early settlers in the vicinity of Fort Osage, had a
high regard for Sibley. At Fort Bellefontaine, Captain James House
had thought enough of Sibley to write a letter in his behalf to
Frederick Bates prior to Sibley's dismissal. In turn, Bates defended
Sibley in a letter to the Secretary of War at the time of his rift with
Tillier. John Mason and William Clark thought highly of Sibley and his
‘work as the Osage factor. All in all, Sibley, like most men in
positions of responsibility, had both friends and enemies. However,
‘his long tenure at Fort Osage and the respect which he gained from his
superior officers demonstrated his ability to function effectively in
‘position of responsibility.
In June, 1810, Sibley finished the factory building with the

help of the soldiers and hired hands.32 They enclosed the building,

2 “
> George C. Sibley, June 30, 1810, Office of Indian Trade File,
National Archives.



ed glass, and completed the roof and the flooring. Later in

lbe year, they constructed an apartment in the cellar for the storage
gunpowder and added gutters to the main factory building.33 Sibley
agtically recorded that he gave out whiskey to the soldiers as

ra treats "for their faithful services, while disagreeably employed
at work about the factory.“3h

| A stone foundation supported the factory building, and the one-
and-a-balf story above ground was constructed of hewed white-oak logs.
A six and one-half foot gallery surrounded the building on all but the
porth end, and a sturdy white-oak, joint-shingle roof covered the entire
structure. The dimensions of the factory store were 35 x 20 feet while

35

Sibley's living quarters measured 14 x 20 feet. Among the many items

of trade goods stocked by the factory were blankets, calico, vermillion,
‘mock garnets, tobacco, strouds, and clotb.36

In his office Sibley had a desk, two writing tables and a book
case which he estimated as being worth $15.37 There he kept his

records and books, wrote business and personal letters, and penned his

33Fbrt Osage, December 31, 1810, Office of Indian Trade File,

National Archives.

3hSibley Diary, February, 1810, Sibley Mss.

: 3%james H. Audrain and Wilson P. Hunt, January 12, 1611,
‘Survey and Appraisement of Buildings at Fort Osage Belonging to the

80sihiey Diary, n.d., Sibley Mss.

_ 370eorge C. Sibley, Inventory of Stock, March 31, 1810, Office
of Indian Trade File, National Archives.

= i

United States Govermment, Office of Indian Trade File, National Archives.




iry. The extensive record keeping required by the government and
own addiction to reading and personal correspondence must have
t him occupied many a night in his canale-lighted office.

During the early years of the factory system the govermment
otted a factor $200 to buy furniture for his quarters, and $25
ually thereafter for its upkeep. When a factor relinguished his
ition, such equipment went to his successor.3é The govermment
allotment enabled Sibley to purchase adequate and comfortable furni-
¢ for his living quarters. He had four chairs, a bedstead, a
lnut cupboard, candle sticks, a candle box, a table, a washstand,
stone Jugs, and a looking glass. Other domestic items enumerated
in his inventory were cups, saucers, plates, glasses, sugar dishes,

‘decanters, knives and forks, a brush, a broom, a teakettle, a waffle

(&
tumblers, and tin pans.3j

Early in the year, 1811, Sibley wrote to his brother that
&ﬁ?ins "brought my business into some system now, it has become rather
a pleasure than a 1.011."1‘.O He and his clerk followed a rather simple
&@utine. They breakfasted at nine, a somewhat leisurely hour for men
on the frontier, on coffee and unbuttered toast. For lunch at two,

they usually dined on beef, pork or venison, potatoes, hominy and milk.

) L1
In the evening they snacked on milk and hominy.
36
Peake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 35.
39

George C. Sibley, Inventory of Stock, March 31, 1810, Office
of Indian Trade File, National Archives.
- hOGeorge C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, February 12, 18611,
Sibley Mss.
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Beside Sibley's trading responsibilities and contact with

ndian affairs, various activities filled his day. He read newspapers,
ed a garden, pickled beef, salted pork, and even doctored 'with a
rful dose of salis' Wells, his hired hand, who had a prodigious
etite for whiskey.ha Often in the evenings he and Rawlings dined
ith the Osage chiefs, and 'very often...with the company of princesses
young ladies of Rank dressed out in all the finery of beads, red
jbons and vermillion, silver ornaments and scarlet blankets." 3 En-
tries in his diary indicate that though the Osage factor did not
enjoy all the comforts of home, neither did he suffer all the discom-
rts and hardships of wilderness living.
When General Clark pulled away from Fort Osage in 1808, he
had in his possession a request I'rom Sibley for a flew hogs, some
cattle, and 12 to 15 chickens.hh Sometime during the year, 1609,

eattle made their appearance at Fort Osage.h) In time Sibley was

raising both hogs and cattle at Fort Osage. Not long after

Dr. Robinson arrived there, he and a partner, Risdon Price, started

L6 |

'a hog-raising project to furnish pork for the garrison. When

‘Bobinson left Fort Osage early in 1810, Sibley evidently purchased |

2 .
Sibley Diary, November 10, 1610, Sibley Mss. 1

#3George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, February 12, 1611, i

I‘I‘Sibley Diary, September 16, 1608, Sibley Mss.

3 h5Eli B. Clemson Lo William Linnard, June 30, 180Y, Record
Group 94, Records of the Adjutant General, National Archives.

J“-"(Zireg.t_.r,_. "The History of Fort Osage, ' L5k,



hare in the project. Motivated by profit, and perbaps also to
istrate to the Indians the advantages of raising livestock,

)ley invested considerable time and effort in the project. The
ems of raising livestock in such a primitive setting, however,
igtressed him. OSome of his hogs were killed by the soldiers or
Indians, some were stolen, and others were injured and crawled
¥ to die. On one occasion culprits set many of his hogs free and
ley had to devote a full day rounding them up. Assisted by a band
of Indians, he spent what must have been one of the wildest days of
life. For the Indians it was a time of happy diversion; for the
liogs it was a time to squeal, to snort and to dash madly for the

underbrush; for Sibley it was a time of testing, frustration, and
Ly

Wlter confusion.

Sibley sold his part of the project in February, 1811, to

2s Audraiu for a bay horse and a gray mare, worth $120. Sibley
‘ontinued his ef'forts to save Price's share of the investment, but

formed him in March that his hogs were being 'daily destroyed.“h8 When
fie sold Price's hogs that same month, he soberly observed that "time and
‘chance happeneth to all things and we must not wonder if speculations go
zkwards at this Savage place, when we find it so frequently the case

Lic
@ Civilized Christians in a land of lilerty and law."

L
?Sibley Diary, March 11, 1811, Sibley Mss.

haGeorge C. Sibley to Risdon H. Price, March 16, 1811, Sibley Mss.
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As time went on, Sibley became increasingly involved in Indian
itions that went beyond mere matters of trade. His efforts to
scourage inter-tribal warfare between the Osage and their traditional
ies, the Ioways, Potowatomies, and Ottoes made it advisable for him
to attend Indian councils. In May, 1809, John Mason sent wigs to Sibley
be used in councils with the Indians. The "whimsical wigs,' as
n described them, were intended to impress the Indians with the
ghi honor and good faith of the United States government.so

In an effort to economize the Secretary of War relieved Dr. John
Robinson as Indian agent in 1509.51 Since this left Fort Osage without
the services of an agent, William Clark asked Sibley if he would be
‘Willing to assume the additional burden that would be involved.52

Indian agents and sub-agent653 performed a number of functions.

They served as intermediaries belween the goverument and the Indians,

0 .
? John Mason to George C. Sibley, May 15, 180Y guoted in Peake,

A History of the Indian Factory System, 76.

olThe Secretary of War to William Clark, August 7, 1809, Carter,
‘ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1606-161L, xIV, 289.

52William Clark to the Secretary of War, September 12, 1810,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814, xIv, 412.

53See Ruth A. Gallagher, '"The Indian Agent in the United States
Before 1650, " The Iowa Journal of History and Folitics, IV (1916), 32-
33. Gallagher points out that "the only difference between the agents
‘and the sub-agents seems to have been a matter of salary and position.
Ihe officer sent to one place to another place might be listed as a
sub-agent and paid about half as much as the agent, although he seems
L0 have had about the same duties to perform. Provided originally as
assistants to the agents, the sub-agents soon came to have special
posts assigned them where they became virtually independent in their
administration of affairs. Like the agents they reported to the super-
intendents cr to the Secretary of War.  Gallagher, "The Indian

Agent, " 33.
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fiscated whiskey and merchandise of unlicensed traders, delivered

annuities and presents to the Indians, negotiated treaties, promoted
barmonious relationships between the Indians and the white settlers,
land tried to ward off inter-tribal warfare.ﬁh

Sibley enthusiastically accepted Clark's offer, partially be-
gause he saw the advantage of combining the work of both factor and
lagent. The factor, finger-tip close to the Indian scene, was often

g first to sense trouble and to learn of dissension that might

the peace and send the Indians on the warpath. As agent, the
Pactor could then take the most expedient measures to prevent trouble.
‘Sibley believed that such an arrangement would save the government
much difficulty and confusion, and would make it easier for the factor
o achieve the "humane and benevolent objectives of the Government

in their Trading H:::msﬁ'.""i5 Thug, the goverument trader would become
"the only sure instrument in the hands of the Govi. in times of peace
) govern distant Indian Tribes...the great Lever [Eigr by which to
move and to direct their policy and conduct toward us.“bé

Moreover, because of conflicts between military agents in areas

served by factories, Sibley believed that only one official at each

%rading house should be authorized to speak to the Indians on public

h ", - L
2 Gallagher, The Indian Agent, 33.

i 5SGeorge C. Sibley to William Clark enclosed in William Clark to
the Secretary of War, September 10, 1810, Carter, ed., The Territory of
Iouisiana-Missouri, 1806-101k, v, b41k.

561p1a.




pess and should be held responsible for his words and acts. This,
‘argued, would lessen the discord among factor, agent, and military
ander .
However, Sibley became one of only a few factors who doubled
the role of Indian agent. This added responsibility enlarged his
and made him more of a pivotal figure among the Osage Indiana.BT
ley could truthfully say, "I have a good deal to attend to of one
or another, but my time is chiefly engaged with Indians and

ian aff’airs.”58

The Indians with whom Sibley was most directly associated
were the Osage. The Osage belonged to that broad category of Flains

Indians who inhabited the region now commonly labelled as Middle West.

of the Dakotas, Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Texas, Tennessee, Kentucky and Indiana. These Indians farmed, lived in
ermanent villages for a part of the year, and hunted buffalo, as well
‘as other animals.ﬁo Called village tribes, or more colloquially, the
‘0ld settlers, they comprised two language stocks. First, the Siouan,

‘a word which stands for '"feathered fighters, " claimed such tribes as

57John Joseph Mathews, The Osages (University of Oklahoma Press,

1961), 413.

| Bgeorge C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, February 12, 1811,
'l' b1Ey MSB .

(¥
] 5jﬂhrold E. Driver, Indians g£ North America (UnJversiLy of
‘Chicago Press, 1461), 16.

6014,14.
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The second,

61

the Caddoan, included

Mandans, Omahas, and Osage.
pees, Wichitas, and the Caddos.

Sometime between 1200 A.D. and 1600 A.D. these Indians
gettled the middle area of America. Before the coming of the white
jan, some of these tribes pushed their way north along the Mississippi
and Missouri Rivers. Among them were the Wazhazhe who settled along « Q.
Osage River and its tributaries in present-day Misso;;itllf;igg —=

g sdie sy pte)dte

to the advent of the French fur traders, the Wazhazhe divided into
'ee tribes. The French called them the Grand Osage, the Little

‘Osage, and the Arkansas Osage. These tribes were friendly and had

‘their villages close together.62 itirﬁ“*' ¢ 5"‘u'{"" ‘?“- g ﬂ‘ Ca
\ ,.f\L!i' LM/J F

The Osage were partially agriculturalists. ©Sibley wrote in .

1820 to Thomas L. McKenney, then Superintendent of Indian Trade, and

| 63

‘described some of their agricultural methods. The Osage were primi-

f"ur fﬂ M, 1 fll-."tt.)fkwp)"“t

‘tive farners who neither fenced nor hoed their gardeas The women

AI
ried on the farming chores. When Sibley was at Fort Osage, the
'Osage squaws tended his garden, gathered his corn, and dipped his
‘eandles. The Osage Indians left their villages in March for a spring
&wnt, but returned to plant their crops in May. They staged another

‘hunt during the summer and then returned to their villages late in

Atigust or early September to gather their crops, and also walnuts,

= 3
6 Ruth Murray Underhill, Red Man's America: A History of the

imﬂians in the United States (University of Chicago Press, 1953), 1h7.
62

See Kate L. Gregg, 'Notes on the Osage Indians," Sibley Mss.

63George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, October 1, 1820,
Bibley Mss. Also see George C. Uibley, "Indian Mode of Life in
Missouri and Kansas, ' Migsouri Historical Beview, IX (October-July,
1WAk-1915), 47.




enuts, pecans, grapes, papaws, hog potatoes, roots, and acorns.
ey once remarked that he "feasted daintily on the preparation of
rns and Buffalo grease. I had the advantage, however, of a good
etite, well whetted by nearly two days abstinence from food.“sh
g;'early fall until about Christmas the Osage hunted again but
ring the bitter months of January and February they remained in
eir villages.
In their village life, the men dominated. DBravery gave dis-
inction and so there was much competition in that respect. Honors
from bringing stolen horses or the scalps of enemies.65 The
2 tribes had clans and various societies, §9d 80 represented a

: 24 bl Lok
gonsiderable degree of social orgauization.é%] fge head Lh;e of a
be was appointed for life by the chiefs ;f the various villag,es.67
The buffalo and the horse had become extremely important to
Osage way of life by the time Sibley came in contact with them.
 buffalo provided many of their necessities, such as meat, covering
for portable living quarters during hunts, bone tools, and clothing.
Horses facilitated the Osage hunting ventures, but the Osage war parties
t to war on foot. They became excellent horsemen. They obtained

ir horses by trading with other Indians, by stealing, and, to some

ent, by capturing them wild on the plains.

6thid.

£5U’nderhill, Red Man's America, 157.

661bidq, 152,




The Osage were among the more attractive Indians physically.
Even the high-minded Sibley noticed the beauty of the young Osage

66
0. When the young scientist, John Bradbury, visited Fort Osage

fi‘lﬂll, he described the Osage as tall, robust, broad-shouldered 21

’l Lyt 1€ > -
‘people, resembling giants.étj 'l The men shaved their heads, and /".;f‘: Lass
corated and painted the‘l;_:!:-{ lb’l‘hﬁ:y lived in lodges of "an oblong form,

j¢ frame of timber, covering mats, made of the leaves of flags or

T palustris."TO Another visitor to Fort Osage described the

g lodges as being 'circular in form, constructed by placing mats

of coarse rushes over forks and poles."?l

Visitors to the West found the Osage a highly interesting
people and so reported vividly, though not always accurately their
gbservations. The Osage made it a point of etiquette to show an
unmoved demeanor in public. However, according to one observer, Lhe
death of a friend, a favorite mount, a relative, or a dog, they would

‘demonstratively wail and cry. John Bradbury, awakened at dawn by the

‘loud lamentations of the Osage, desired a closer look. He wrapped a

George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, September 16, 1808,
Sibley Mss.

9J'Ohn Bradbury, Bradbury's Travels in the Interior of America,
1809-1811, Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Early Western Travels, 1(Lo-10L6
IBB'(GJ volumes, 140k-1906 ), Vv (1.04), 62. |

TOrpi4.

n H.M. Brackenridge, Journal of a Voyage Up the River Missourl
Performed in Eighteen Hundred and Eleven by H.M. Brackenridge, Reuben
Gold Thwaites, ed., Barly Western Travels, VI (1904), 59-60.
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ket around him, tied a black handkerchief around his head, and

k & tomahawk in his belt. Thus disguised, he walked into an

e village to watch the Indians lament their dead.Ta /;hcrfﬂfa
While Sibley was factor at Fort Osage, he familiarized himself

gith the Osage way of life. He knew what they did, but seldom asked

‘the deeper question of why? Like most 1Yth century Americans, Sibley

 the Indians as a savage and primitive people. But at the same

, he did not believe that they should be the victims of the

government's broken promises or exploited by the white man's greed.

Admittedly self-righteous and convinced that the white man's civiliza-

tion was superior to that of the Indian, Sibley nevertheless believed

that the Indians could and should acquire the habits of white civili=-

zation.

Life at Fort Osage with the Indians, soldiers, and his assistant,

Isace Rawlings, had its pleasant moments, its excitement, and its

challenges in an important work. But there were also times when Sibley

felt the need for feminine companionship and a home life touched by a
man's hand. He confessed that he seriously contemplated visiting

Kentucky to seek a wife, but, though he was comfortably fixed himself,

‘the harshness and the isolation of frontier life stifled this enticing

‘thought . 3

72Bradbury, Bradbury's Travels, Thwaites, ed., Early Western
Travels, V, 63. rE—

" 73George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, February 12, 1611,
Sibley Mss.




CHAPTER V

INDIAN COUNTRY




Although the Americans had navigated the great rivers and their
butaries in their relentless penetration of the frontier, for a

;ing moment in history the last outpost of civilization planted on

s bluffs of the Missouri was Fort Osage. Once the travelers, trap-
pers, explorers, scientists, soldiers, missionaries, and adventurers
ascending the river pulled beyond Fort Osage, a largely unknown and
gysterious land lay in waiting. For those descending the river, the
'Lgit of the fort towering above them welcomed them to a friendlier

land. Throughout the early history of the fort, Sibley met, extended

the river.

During the summer of 180Y, the newly organized Missouri Fur
Company made an expedition up the River under the leadership of

Pierre Chouteau. The government had engaged the Company to transport
‘the Mandan Chief Shehekiah, and his family back to their tribal
territory for a sum of $T,000.l Sibley recorded in his diary that
forty men had deserted the company since leaving St. Louis on their way
'to the hunting grounds on the upper Missouri.

Wilson P. Hunt and a party of men arrived in November, 1810, and
ained for two days before proceeding on the first leg of their famed
‘overland Astorian expedition to assist in the construction of a trading
post at the mouth of the Columbia River. Hunt, a St. Louis store
Keeper with little actual frontier experience, had been chosen to lead
‘the expedition by John Jacob Astor. By planting a trading post on the

‘Pacific Coast, Astor planned to open trade with the Far East. The plan,

lsibley Diary, July 6, 1809, Sibley Mss.
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ation, and the skill exhibited by Hunt and his party impressed
¢ Osage factor and made him confident of their ultimate success.

2
r wintered on the Platte River about 150 miles from the fort.

Three months later, Hunt returned on his way back to St. Louis

€ at the Fort, he assisted James Audrain in making a survey and
aisal of buildings and stock which had been requested by the
an Trade Office.3 In St. Louls, Hunt added more men to the
dition and reappeared at the fort early in the Spring of 1811.
This time he was accompanied by the young John Bradbury who cata-

ued a number of Osage customs, and also interrogated Sibley about
them. Together, Bradbury and Sibley attended an Osage scalp dance in
“chh the Indians were dressed in all their ornaments and performed
while carrying scalps of enemies killed in battle, arranged on sticks
with raccoon tails hanging weirdly from t.hem.h On Bradbury's return
trip to Fort Osage a few months later, Sibley reported that the young
‘seientist had collected "upwards of 1500 new plants...more than a

thousand of which he has yet in vegetative state in boxes.'

A few days after the departure of Hunt and Bradbury, Manuel

2Ib:ld., November 1, 1810.

3Jhmes H. Audrain and Wilson P. Hunt, January 12, 1811, Survey
and Appraisement of Buildings at Fort Osage Belonging to the United
States Govermment, Office of Indian Trade Files, National Archives.

1 _ l"J‘J:r'suibury, Bradbury's Travels, Thwaites, ed., Early Western
Travels, V, 66.

5Sibley Diary, July 27, 1tll, Sibley Mss.

(0 make additional preparation and to secure more men for the journey.

Lisa of the Missouri Fur Company stopped briefly at the fort on his way




0 overtake the Astorians. Fearing that for competitive reason they
try to incite the Indians against the Missouri Fur Company, Lisa
asting no time on his way up the river. Sibley noted that it had
en Lisa only twenty-one days to reach the fort from St. (harles.6
hough at the beginning he was 450 miles behind Hunt, Lisa was catch-
‘up. Along with him was H.M. Brackenridge, another traveler who,
ording to Sibley, wanted "to indulge his curiosity in a view of the
untry, its production and curiosities...an account of which it is
1 he intends to publish. He is said to be a young Gentleman of
isome acquirements and to possess a happy facility in writing.'
Brackenridge gained an unfavorable impression of the Indians
around Fort Osage, describing them as "filthy, greasy and gaping'
fudividuals dressed in buffalo robes.” While Lisa and Sibley engaged
Lﬁ:buainesa matters, Brackenridge and an interpreter visited an Osage
lage to deliver to Sans Orielle, its Osage chief, a pipe of peace
n William Clark. Brackenridge described Fort Osage as "handsomely
lsituated, about one hundred feet above the level of the river, which
‘makes an elbow at this place, giving an extensive view up and down the

river. Its form is triangular, its size but small not calculated for

{

B e
more than a company of men. Actually, Fort Osage compared favorably
4n size with other factories but Brackenridge was thinking in temms of

r government outposts designed specifically for military purposes.

6
Ibid., April 25, 1811.

T1b1a.

) Bliruckenrldgc, Journal of a Voyage, Thwaites, ed., Farly Western
‘Travels, VI, 57-50.

' hia., 59.




Brackenridge pulled out with Lisa, but returned in July with
bury. The two travelers shared their experiences with Sibley.
2 vigits of these two men reflected two important services of the
ige factor to men on the frontier--hospitality and information.
Dr. Kate L. Gregg, in her excellent monograph on 'The History
Fort Osage," states that the visits of Bradbury and Brackenridge
pired Sibley to take a trip on his own into the Indian country.lU
ually, Sibley had informed a friend as early as January of his
ention to make "a serious jaunt next Spring thro' the Indian
ot While Bradbury and Brackenridge were at Fort Osage in
i1, Sibley invited them to po with him on his excursion into the
Indian country.12
Sibley's purposes were both official and personal. The govern-
‘ment wanted him to try to arrange "a peace between the Osages, Kansas,
nees, and Ottoes" and to encourage them to trade at the United
‘States treding house at Fort Osage. General Clark furnished Sibley
with three flags and eight medals to distribute to the several nations
on his visit. Clark also instructed Sibley to "speak to the Indians in
his name, in a style suitable to the principles and policies of the

‘Government of the United States."}3 Sibley also desired to explore "the

-

loﬂregg, "The History of Fort Osage," 4ub.

L 1lGeorge C. Sibley to John C. Comegys, January 8, 1811, Sibley
Mss .

3 123radbury, Bradbury's Travels, Thwaites, ed., Early Western
Travels, V, 66

13sibley Diary, May 11, 1811, Sibley Mss.




ebrated salines beyond the Arkansas" and to inform himself of the
try, its inhabitants, productions and resources. His expedition to
he salines was carried out at his own expeuse.l

On May 11, 1811, Sibley's small party set out. It counsisted of
ey; James Henderson, the hostler and waiter; Gabriel Lorr, the Osage
pter; Sans Orielle, the Osage chief who had consented to guide
jibley; Little Fire, Cow Tail and two other Osage warriors who went
*Eth as scouts and hunters. The party carried with it two bundles of
‘Indian presents and fifty pounds of clothing, ammunition and provisions.
‘Sibley, Henderson, and Lorr rode horseback, the Indians walked, and one
‘horse carried the gear.15

From Fort Osage the party traveled in a southwesterly direction

out seventy-five miles to a large camp of the Usage located on the
branch of the Marais de Cygne River. They spent a day and two nights
ere, and then struck north across the high prairie country, alive with

"

game and rimmed by "lofty, rugged, naked hills,” toward the villages of
the Kansas and Pawnees. Before they reached the Kansas village, Sibley
%ﬁnt'a messenger into the camp to tell the Indians of his arrival, a
formality always expected. About one hundred warriors met his party
;t the river and escorted it into their camp. There followed the custo-

mary Indian ceremony and feasting which Sibley enjoyed to the f.‘s.xllexst..l'6

‘ ‘lhﬁeorge R. Brooks, ed., "George C. Sibley's Journal of a Trip to
the Salines in 1611," Bulletin, Missouri Historical Society, XXI, No. 3

(April, 1965), 200.
19gibley's Diary, May 11, 1811, Sibley Mss.
16

Brooks, ed., 'Sibley's Journal," 173.




The Kansas were friendly despite the fact that Sibley had on

asion been forced to close the factory to them because of depreda-
3 and cruelties they had committed against white people. Sans
elle, perhaps because he was in the camp of unfriendly Indians,
d Sibley to be watchful lest they attempt to pcison him.
eral American flags fluttering in the prairie wind above the Indian
Jodges gave Sibley added confidence in his safety. The village con-
gisted of "about one hundred and twenty-eight houses or lodges sixty
'feet long and twenty-five feet wide constructed of stout saplings in
1 of a common garden arbor and covered with skins, bark and mats."
When they left on their hunts, the Indians stripped the skins from the
g5 and left the skeleton framework standing. The village stood on
e north bank of the Kansas River, which served to delineate the land
ims of the Kansas Indians. According to Sibley, all land watered
by the Kansas River and its tributaries belonged to that tribe.
hough they were limited to this area for their hunting grounds, it
5 a common understanding among Indian tribes in the surrounding region
that a more extensive area was open to all for purposes of hunting the
"':alo.lT
The combustible nature of the lodges prompted Sibley to comment
in his Journal on a matter of Indian policy. Sibley wrote that he had
"wise men, members of Congress, senators' advocate the burning of

Indian villages as an effectual means of punishment. While this could

easily be donme and would cause the Indians some temporary discomfort and

lTBrooks, ed., "Sibley's Journal,' 1Th4.
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onvenience, Sibley felt that the Indians would gladly burn their own
villages for half the cost of equipping and sending United State troops
do the Job.l8 In this facetious comment tucked away in his journal,
bley may well have touched on one of the major reasons American

icy toward the Indians in the 19th century fell short of success--

many who did not know, understand, or care for the Indians formulated

At the time of Sibley's visit, the Kansas were preparing for their
hunt. They had finished planting corn, beans and pumpkins. They
" no fences, nor farming equipment except for hoes. The only domestic
als in the camp were horses and dogs. The Kansas Indians were led
i;gn_chief and a head council made up of the oldest and most distin-
guished warriors. Sibley characterized Shone-gee-ne-gare, the chief,
as being a man of "sense and firmness, as well as a great warrior.“ly
In his journal Sibley made some demographic comments about the
Kansas Tribe. Based on what he had seen and heard, the population of
5@9 Kansas Indians was declining because of inter-tribal warfare,
disease, and "...evil habits arising from their intercourse with
civilized (?) men."ao Sibley's comments indicated his developing sensi-
tivity to America's problem with the Indians.
While in the Kansas village, Sibley talked to their head men and

encouraged them to trade with the United States factory at Fort Osage.

‘There, he assured them they would receive fair prices for their furs.

‘Sibley believed that one of the most significant causes of difficulties

181bid., 175,

19 _
Tbid., 173.

2Olbid.




ween the Indians and the white man stemmed from the dishonesty of

vate white traders. 'The factory system,' Sibley remarked, 'was
‘12]-

[gned to obviate this evil.
Leaving the Kansas village on May 22, Sibley's party headed
hwest into the plains, the land of the Pawnee warriors.22 With
he addition of a number of Kansas Indians, the party had grown in
g to twenty. They forded the muddy, rapid but shallow Flatte,
ch seldom rose above the knees of the horses, and camped on the
jorth bank of that stream within ten miles of the Pawnee Republican
Dwn, near present-day Fullerton, Nebraska.23
On the hot and sultry day of May 28 a troop of "well mounted,
nd gaudily dressed’ Pawnee warriors, led by their chief, joined the
edition about five miles from their town. Together they crossed
the river, whose banks were lined with "swarms of dirty, half-naked
men and children" and entered the village.eh
The Pawnee village was situated on the north bank of the Otto,
a fork of the Platte River, in a meadow mile wide between the river's
nk and a range of hills running parallel to that stream. Sibley's
terest in horticulture led him to comment about the wild dwarf-plum

trees in the hills which the Pawnees carefully nurtured. The Indians

g0 husbanded and protected from injury the few forest trees,

2 1pid., 178.

22Ibid., 173.

231hid., f£.0., 179.
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mostly black walnuts, willows, and cottonwoods,25 which grew near
their village.

The Pawnee lodges, more sturdy in construction than those of

the Kansas, were covered with a long, soft dry grass which had been
pixed with clay. Sibley counted 170 lodges and noticed more being
constructed. The Pawnee chief, Sharitarish, estimated that in time

re would be 360 lodges accomodating 4000 Indians. In the construc-
tion of their lcdges, which required as much as two months to complete,

the women performed most of the labor. The women also made jars and

-~

The Pawnees hunted and ranged widely over the plains. Because
of the lack of navigable streams in their land, it was extremely

Ificult for traders to reach them. Sibley calculated that it would
ke the Indians at least a month to visit Santa Fe to trade with the

Spaniards. For this reason, the Indians concentrated on the buffalo

North of the Pawnee Republican Town lay the village of the

loups or Wolf Pawnees. The three tribes in the Republican village and
the Loups were amicable and enjoyed considerable contact.

Sibley described the Pawnee warriors as furious, unexcelled
Borsemen, but of ordinary size. While he was among them, he became 111

2"
and was nursed by the wife and daughter of the chief. r

25
Ibid., 180.

26 |
Ibid., 100-162.
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While in the Pawnee village, Sibley advised them to dissolve

ftheir relationship with the Spaniards, and to make peace with the

gage and Kansas so all could pass freely and safely back and forth to

rade at the fort. On the first of May, Sibley had met with the head
imen of the four tribes of Pawnees, and with the chiefs from the Osage
land Kansas. At that council he implored them to "bury the tomahawk"
80 that all the tribes could enjoy the advantages and benefits of the
factory at Fort Osage. When they agreed, Sibley distributed flags and
- 2t
medals among them.
On June 4, as Sibley made ready to depart from the Pawnee
Ekpublican Town, he discovered thirty horses tied to the door of his
Jodge, a gift from the Pawnees. He kept one beautiful mount for him-
'self and gave the rest to his Osage companions. Sibley's party moved
\Bouth toward the hunting grounds of the Osage, located in the vicinity
of present-day Wichita, Kansas, and joined them while they were still on
their summer buffalo hunt.zy

Sibley and his men were exhausted, his horses had become jaded,

and he also desired to observe more carefully the ways and customs of
‘the Osage, so Sibley decided to remain in their camp for a week or so.
For the Indians, the sumer buffalo hunt was a time of joy. The happy

‘camp prompted Sibley to comment that when the Indians were hunting on

the vast prairie they were performing their most enjoyable and meaningful

28Ibid., 189.

29
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gliore. Their very existence depended on the buffalo hunt and its

=0

results.

White men had heard of the Grand Saline and the Rock Saline,
WWhich was sometimes called Salt Mountain or "Jefferson's Salt
Mountain," but according to the Indians no white man had been known to
wvisit that Spot.jl Apparently the Grand Saline was situated on the
i8alt Fork of the Arkansas River in northern Oklahoma in what is known

@8 the Great Salt Plains Reservation near present-day Cherokee,
) ahoma . 3° As for the Rock Saline, or "Jefferson's Mountain,"
'-‘bley's Jjournal notes were so vague as to its exact location that
Jdater scholars have disagreed on that point. However, one commentator

ibelieves that the Rock Saline was 'in either Woodward or Harper
Counties," OklaHOma.’ﬁ

During his stay in the Osage camp, the Indians had warned
Sibley that he must not go to the Rock Saline without at least "eighty
0r & hundred men equipped in all things as a war pu.rty.“3 They spoke
Bf constant danger from roaming bands of Paducas and Comanches who
drifted down into that area to hunt. Sibley's informants told him
?‘.ﬁhﬁt no Osage ever thought of going to that famous place, or into the

surrounding region so full of wonders, except in strong force" because

lof the threat of hostile Indians. In view of these dire warnings,

30
Tbid., 19%0.
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Sibley planned to visit the Grand Saline first, and then return to the
¢ hunting camp to organize a party of one hundred or so men before
etting out to explore the Rock Saline.

On the trip to the Grand Saline, Sibley's party consisted of
nine persons: Sibley, Henderson, an interpreter, Sans Orielle, and

g Osage warriors. They crossed the Arkansas River and continued

on in a southerly direction until they reached the camp of the

-H;:nars,35 a tribe of the Osage. From the camp of the Shainers

*le veered west to the Great Salt Plains in the northwestern part of
‘Oklahot Sibley said of this natural wonder that it was

situated about 280 miles southwest of Fort Osage,
between two forks of a small branch of the

Arkansas River, one of which washes its southern
extremity, and the other, the principal one, runs
parallel, within a mile of its opposite side. It
is a hard level plain of reddish colored sand, and
of an irregular or mixed figure. Its greatest
length is from northwest to southeast, and its
circumference about thirty miles. From the appear-
ance of the drift wood that is scattered over, it
would seem the whole plain is at times inundated

by the overflowing streams that pass near it. This
plain is entirely covered in dry hot weather, from
two to six inches deep with a crust of beautiful
clean white salt, of a quality rather superior to
the imported blown salt. It bears a striking
resemblance to a field of brilliant spow after
rain, with a light crust on its top.3'

While on the salt plain, Sibley stripped down to his waist,
ﬂﬁmped on one of the Pawnee ponies, and with a young Osage warrior rode

. after buffalo. "I had often participated with the Osage and Kansas in

35Mattheus, The Osages, 456.

& ]
_ 3 Brooks, ed., "Sibley's Journal," 19h; also quoted by Gregg,
Commerce of the Prairies, II, 353.
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buffalo chases," he once wrote, 'but always on a larger scale. His
‘¢ompanion on the chase, girded with a scarlet cloth around his loins,
@ string of wampum beads around his neck, his ears and chest tinged
gf%h'vermillion, and with a scarlet deer tail hanging from his scalp
lock, clenched two arrows in his mouth and carried another in his bow.
Although Sibley failed to kill a buffalo, the Indian took two, and the
party feasted on their choice parts.3b

Sibley's scouts reported seeing horsemen in the hills. Fearing
‘Paducas or Comanches who had waylaid and killed some Osage in that

vicinity, Sans Orielle urged Sibley to depart for the Osage hunting

mgmpb39

On June 25, Sibley arrived at the Osage camps and organized and
equipped ninety Osage Indians at his own expense for the journey to the
Rock Saline. According to Sibley's calculations, the Rock Saline was
gixty miles southwest of the Osage camp.

The party set out on June 28 across a country which Sibley
described as "endless in variety.“ho The meadows and grassy ridges
gwarmed with large herds of buffalc, and also wild cattle and horses.

. With his spy glass Sibley surveyed the scene for miles around and did
‘ not seem to weary of the exciting and awesome beauty of the prairie
country. He estimated one herd of buffalo at 30,000, so large that the

‘deafening noise made by it echoed through the barren hills. Sibley

3TBrooks, ed., "Sibley's Journal," 196.
36
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fid the Osage charged the herd and sent them pounding across the
: ¢ o] of view, but the noise of the disappearing and herd
rie and out of view, t the ise of the ppe & d

L1
lgontinued for an hour afterward.
On his first sight of the Rock Saline country, Sibley con-
[egsed that no pen of his could do the view justice: "What a rich
teld there is, for the geologist, the naturalist, the mineralogist
Lo

L=
botanist, as well as for the painter and poet!" The beauty of

country was marred only by the bloody conflicts which erupted

ttle opportunity for men of science to explore and to examine the
A. Oibley wanted to remuin in the vieinity longer, but the Osag
gfearing again the lurking Comunches, caused the factor, after just
hours, to return to the previous night's camp. Thus, his party
geturned to the Osage camp on July 3, after only five days on tne
A . i i3
gxeureion to the Rock Saline.

Cn July 5, Sibley and Lis party started their Journey homeward.
O the way they encouniered cwarming green [lies on the prairie which
o o 9 -
Blsnketed the men and horses. Sibley's magnificent white Pawnee pouy,

goswhich he had grown atlached, bLecame so irritated by the flies that

BEbroke loose, plunged inlo & swamp, and drowned. On July 11,

|fter two months of hard travel, Sibley reached kis home base at Fort




Sibley traveled an estimated thousand miles, saw a great many

dians, lived with them in their villages and hunting camps, viewed a
‘country west of the Missouri still largely unknown, and, if the Indians
¢ correct, was the first white man to see the Grand and Rock

;s.hﬁ His trip through the land of the OUsage, Kansas, and Pawnee
dians benefited him years later when he passed through part of that
leountry on his survey of the Santa Fe Trail for the United States

The knowledge gained from his association with the Kansas

aid Osage during his trip may also have helped him in negotiating

treaties with these tribes for a right of way for the Santa Fe traders

Although Sibley's account of his trip remained unpublished
juring his lifetime, he shared what he had learned with a number of
individuals prominent in the history of the American frontier. Sibley
gent William Clark a report of the journey, which appeared in two

: L
igsues of the Louisiana Gazetie in May 1812. & He also told John

Bradbury and H. M. Brackenridge about his trip. Bradbury included
N i
lextracts from Sibley's Journal in his travel account, i as did

) L3
Brackenridge. Josiah Gregg quoted Sibley in his Commerce of the

Prairies. ~ Less than a year af'ter his return from the Salines, Sibley

L
’Thid., 169.

b61p1a., 168.
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1 7B.radbury, Bradbury's Travels, Thwaites, ed., Early Western
Travels, V, 1.0.

_ Brackenridge, Journal of' a Voyuge, Thwaltes, ed., Early
Weatern Pravels, VI, 151, =
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gited his father at Natchitoches and undoubtedly saw Zebulon Pike who

stopping there for a couple of weeks.) Since Pike had explored

i of the same country and had had some interesting experiences with
Pawnees, the two men probably discussed the Indians and the Indian
uﬁry west of the Missouri River.

In July, 181k, Sibley wrote William Rector, principal deputy
jéyor at St. Louis, about the Grand and Rock Salines, apparently at
's request.sl Sibley expressed the opinion that salt could be
[fficult because of the surrounding mountains. His letter was
yarded to Joseph Meigs, Commissioner of the General Land Office in
gton, D.C. Sibley had been able to add to the information about
land, the inhabitants, and the economic possibilities of the
.siana Purchase.

The diplomatic value of the trip remains questionable. It

ed to establish peace between the Kansas and Pawnee Indians. 1In a
battle with the Pawnees in 1812 the Kansas Indians killed the Pawnee

] f in whose lodge Sibley had been nursed during his illness.52 There
i8 no evidence that the Pawnees crossed the prairie in droves to trade ‘
the government trading house at Fort Osage. It is also doubtful that

bley did much to wean the Pawnees away from the Spaniards or to draw

em into a stronger allegiance to the United States.

0 " 1] -~ -
2 Brooks, ed., 'Sibley's Journal, f.n., 191-192.

1 :
2 George C. Sibley to William Rector, July 29, 1614, Carter, ed.,
e Territory of Louisiana and Missouri, 1806-1814, v, T780-781.

2 1" 5
Brooks, ed., "Sibley's Journal," f.n., 180.



The journal itself was well written. It must be read with the
standing that Sibley recorded what he saw and experienced, rather
han attempting to explain or interpret. The journal also poses an
esting problem. In April, 1860, Sibley, then seventy-eight years
'sat down to recopy his original account of the trip which he had
§ %o his father in Louisiana in 1611.°° In doing so, Sibley edited
and added to the original manuscript. ©Some of the journal, therefore,
pesents the thinking of a seventy-eight-year-old man, rather than that
'a young, enthusiastic govermment worker on the western prairie.

For example, George R. Brooks, who edited the Sibley journal for
publication in 1965, believes that Sibley's reference to Christianity
a8 being necessary in the process of civilizing the Indians came from
pen of the elderly Sibley, who had grown more deeply religious in
is later years.5h

In one part of his journal, Sibley wrote glowingly of 'anglo-
on enterprise” transforming the Indian country.55 On the other
nd, he also referred to the declining Indian population which he
ibuted to contact with "civilized (?) men..." He touchingly
described the Joy of' the happy, innocent children of nature in their

ﬁﬁnting camp, a scene which would in time be swept away 'before the

pernicious influence and example of cupidity and licentiousness [sic/

231bid., 207.

5thid., 185.

551h1d., 205.




parable 15157 from the initiatory stages of what is commonly called
n 6 "
lization (?). 2 The young Sibley had gloried in "anglo-Saxon

J?w?-prise,' while the elderly Sibley, aware of the tragic results for
¢ American Indians, had developed some strong reservations concerning
e outcome.

Sibley's attitude toward the Indians was tempered by his
experience in the Indian country. How could a man subscribe to the
ory that the only good Indian was a dead one when the wife and child
of the Pawnee chief nursed him during his illness, when the Pawnees
gave him horses as a gesture of friendship, when Sans Orielle warned
) to be on guard lest the Kansas Indians poison him, and when he
ed the happiness of the Usage in their hunting camps?

In April, 1860, Sibley sat down to recopy his original account
'0f the trip which he had sent to his father in Louisiana.b? In those
 -8, as the old man poured over the "worn, torn, faded' manuscript,
he had an opportunity to relive again those days in the Pawnee Town
‘and the Osage hunting camps and to recall from a memory still green and

clear his Pawnee pony and his ride after the buffalo across the Grand

Saline.

}

On his return to Fort Osage in July, 1011, Sibley resumed his

more prosaic duties of trading for furs and peltries, and his keeping of

‘the factory records. In August he delivered annuities to the Grand

561bid., 199.

571b1d., 207.



8 and the Little Osage in accordance with the treaty of l&Oﬂ.)a

He wrestled with the annual order of Indian goods, pondering what

effect Toe intermagticon of hnerican commerce migok tBNe on securiag
supplies. Would the British traders who were well supplied gain the
upper hand and woo the Indians away from the United States? This
possibility grew daily, and so did Sibley's concern.sy

Late in August, his diary seemed to reflect a sigh of relief

on his part: "Today, all the Osages departed for the Winter Hunt,
leaving us at Fort Osage in peace and quiet.“6o Sibley then began to
prepare for his furlough, which he had requested in May and which had
been granted by John Mason in July. Sibley left Fort Osage in November
to visit his father in ILouisiana and other relatives. Arriving in
Louisiana on January 14, 1812, he remained for a month, and then left
for Washington. In doing so, he followed the road across the Creek
nation which, he later warned his brothers, was a dangerous route.bl
As he made his journey, the course of world evenis moved toward war
between the United States and Great Britain, a war that was to have a

profound effect on the Osage factor and Fort Osage.

58
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CHAPTER VI

THE YEARS OF CRISIS




John Mason granted Sibley's furlough, beginning in November, 1811

t A;ending in April, 1812, a slack season at Fort Osage. Sibley had
'_ﬁsted the furlough on the grounds of health eni busiuess.l Why he
ﬁmﬂt_to Washington after his visit with his father in Louisiana remains
2lear. There is no record that the Office of Indian Trade called

to Washington or that it made a practice of bringing government
ctors to Washington for a period of service in the national office.

srtheless, Sibley was in the Office of Indian Trade when he learned

"

Sibley's experiences as a government factor in the Louisiana
ritory had tempered his attitude toward Great Britain and the im-
1 nding war. Like many westerners, Sibley believed that peace among
he Indian Tribes, continued settlement, and economic prosperity on the

I
western frontier depended in large measure on the forcible removal of

3
jtish traders, companies, and agents from frontier areas.
On the Missouri frontier in the early part of the nineteenth
century Americans and the British competed for the Indian trade. 1In

iéﬂs?competition, the British held the upper hand. Great Britain

l ’
George C. Sibley to John Mason, May 10, 1811, Sibley Mss.
2Geor'ge C. Sibley to Louis H. Sibley, April 23, 1412, Sibley Mss.

'3George C. Sibley to Governor William Clark, July 9, 1813, Sibley
; George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, January 16, 1809, Sibley Mss.;
lliam C. Barr to Frederick Bates, July Y, 1812, Marshall, ed., Life

d Letters of Frederick Bates, 1I, 227-228; John Coburn to John

am, January 23, 1812, Marshall, ed., Life and ‘upers of Frederick
e, II, 215.

—
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ately supplied her traders and agents with Irdian goods, such as
ets, strouds, binding, flannel cloth, pewter basins, knives,
‘ 1ion, wampum, verdegris, and awls. Anmericans, on the other
'}_theu found themselves in the unenviable position of competing

h the British at a time when American goods were scarce. In

er, 1807, Frederick Bates pointed out to the Secretary of War,

'y Dearborn, that British traders had departed from the Missouri
jer and that the Indians had become restless and discontented
juse they missed the blankets and other items which the British
grs had supplied. Bates maintained that if the United States

cted to compete profitably, it had to take up the slack created by
departure of the British traders. British traders had spread

yrs among the Indians that the "American Father is too poor to sup-
ply them with a blanket..'5

This heavy burden of competing with the British for the Indian
1 aﬁa often taxed Sibley's patience. To make matters worse, the
United States passed a law in 1U10 prohibiting the importation of

6
itish goods into the country. Since govermment factories had used

hL.isted in Sibley's Letter Book, 180Y-1610, Sibley Mss.

_ Frederick Bates to Henry Dearborn, October 27, 1807, Marshall,
Life and Papers of Frederick Bates, I, 221-223.

60n May 1, 1610, Macon's Bill No. 2 passed the House of Repre-
gentatives 64-27. It provided that if either Engiand or France revoked
modified their edicts so as to cease violations of American shippingg
fore March 3, 1011, the United States would prohibit trade with the

2r. Believing that the French had revoked the Berlin and Milan

eés in August, 1810, Madison reopened trade with France and declared
. trade with Great Britain would cease on February 2, 1¢1l1. This was
tioned by Congress on March 2, 1&11.




h goods, this served to increase the scarcity of Indian trade
Interruption of American commerce on the high seas by the

sh forced govermment factors to order their goods far in advance
Ut 5till without any assurance that they would be supplied.? Sibley
in 1811 that this interruption would make it "unusually difficult
rocure Indian goods in our Atlantic Cities, and it will therefore

2 more time than usual to furnish the orders from the different
ng houaes..."U This would afford the British more time to trade
‘the Indians, to discredit the Americans, and to stir up hostile
ings among the Indians toward the Americans.”

John Mason, Superintendent of Indian Trade, fearing that the
tish would be angered by Macon's Bill Number 2 and would retaliate
ttempting to incite the Indians against the factories, wrote a

ilar letter to the Indian factors. Thinking that the British would
re the law as an attack against the Indians, Mason ordered the
jors at the various American posts to counter by redoubling their

8 to "please the Indians and to explain to the chiefs how the

¢ had been brought about.” It was imperative, Mason wrote, that .
Indians be made to see that the United States government intended
Lo punish the British, not the Indians, for the manner in which the
British had violated American rights. He also wanted the Indians to

mderstand that the law was designed to prevent war with Britain. The

A
7George C. Sibley to William Clark, August 26, 1811, Sibley Mss.
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ane must understand that the reason for American ports being

glosed to British goods was the fault of the British rather than of the
wericans.

Once the United States declared war, it became increasingly
Ticult to secure goods, fill orders for the factors, and the orders
which were completed were often composed of American goods inferior

il quality to those of the British. In 1813, Mason wrote that "poor
blankets cost more than good ones before the declaration of var, "
June, 1814, Sibley reported that "Indian goods are extremely scarce
here, and are immensely dear. "

The Indians were caught in the economic cross fire between the
jcans and the British. Many Americans believed that the British had
‘deliberately encouraged the enemies of the Osage Indians to commit
ﬁﬁpredatioua against them on their hunting grcunds. Throughout his
rs at Fort Osage, Sibley had to contend with the bloody results of
this savage competition. By the Treaty of 1808, the United States
nment had become an ally of the Osage, and one of Generai Clark's
most effective arguments at the time of the negotiations had been-that
ithe United States would protect the Osage from their enemies. Clark
wrote

What pleased most was the idea 1 segusted [5157
that it was better that they should be on the

LS
3 loCircular Letter to Indian Factors from John Mason, April 16,
1811, Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181k,
IV, 450-451.

llJohn‘Mason to George C. Sibley, May 22, 1813, Carter, ed.,
‘The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814, XIv, f.n., 775.

'aGeurge C. Sibley Lo John Mason, June 21, 1814k, Carter, ed.,
@wt'ﬁbrritorz of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181hk, XIV, T75.




lands of the United States where they could
hunt without fear of other Indians attack-
ing them for their Country, than being in
continual dread of all the eastern Tribes
whom they knew wished to destroy them and
possess their Country.13

The Treaty, however, did not eliminate the bloody conflicts
brutal skirmishes of the Osage with their traditional enemies,
Bacs, Fox, and Iowas.lh Sibley's diary, letters and reports
firmed this. In February, 1011, Sibley listed for General Clark

the acts comnitted against the Osage by their enemies and pleaded with

i

D

“to interfere in behalf of the Osage against these tribes.'
iwarned the General that if the United States did not abide by its
edge to defend the Osage from attacks, they would be forced to take
he 'tomahawk and scalping knife” in a full-scale war against their
“%sm'es.lé

From Fort Osage in March, 1811, Sibley watched a well-armed and
'y;dequipped Osage war party being escorted across the river by
Iﬁf!iers in search of the enemy and to strike "a sore blow...should

117

{@;y'find them unapprised of their approach. This same war party

18
later returned with eight scalps and a horse taken from the Iowas.

In May, 1811, a formidable party of Iowas lurked in the forest near the

13kate L. Gregg, "The War of 1612 on the Missouri Frontier,"
Missouri Historical Review, XXXIII (October, 1938), 5.

Wrpia.

- 15From the Letter Book of George C. Sibley, February, n.d.,
1811, Sibley Mss.

165114.
17sivley Diary, March 11, 1611, Sibley Mss.

18 .
Sibley Diary, March 1Y%, 10511, Sibley Mss.




Bage camp not far from the fort, stole horse, and even became bold
jgh to send a spy into the Osage camp. An Osage spotted the
rtunate Iowa and sounded the alarm. In an instant, Osage warriors
”'upon him, hacking him to pleces within 300 yards of the garrison.
of the Osage warriors decapitated him and mounted his head on a
dek. With a torch in one hand and the mounted head in the other,

e %arged into the factor's sleeping quarters to hold before the
istartled Sibley his grisly trophy.ly

Fear of these enemies north of the Missouri River forced about
Bixty families of the Little Osage to relocate their camp on the

8ho River about a hundred miles southwest of the t‘ort.20 The

ent of British responsibility for encouraging the enemies of the

ge to strike a blow against Lhem and the Americans is difficult to
@8certain. However, Sibley, along with countless other westerners,
believed that the British fomented Indian attacks and conflicts, and
g4t the time had come to rid the frentier of their evil influence and
ygxsaive competition. When the United States chose war in 10612,
Bibley marched in step with the nationalistic trend of the Madison’
ministration.

Sibley left Washington before Congress declared war on June 108,
4812 to return to his post at Fort Osage.21 He remained there until
ﬁ?¢) 1813, at which time the govermment abandoned the fort for military

and diplomatic reasons during the remainder of the war.

1¢ ;
s‘Gem',_.;e C. Sibley to William Clark, May 4, 1811, Sibley Mss .
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In June, 1812, Congress had created the Missouri Territory and
-f{mlﬂmitted Louisiana as a state. The legislative power of the

dtory had been vested in a bicameral general assembly composed of
jlegislative council of nine men, appointed for five years by the
gident, and a house of representatives elected for two years by
people of the Territory. The territorial governor became superin-
dent of Indian affairs 'within the confines of his jurisdiction,"
also commander-in-chief of the territorial militia. Sibley, now
ponsible to the Governor of the Territory as well as to the
authorities in Washington, made his reports to botb.22 In fact,

ley and other government factors in the territories had two bosses--
constitutional officer of the territory, and the govermnment

ieials in Washington concerned with the administration of the
factory system. The working relationship between these two was never

23

The factors, therefore, were burdened with the
24

'ined by law.
‘problems associated with serving two masters.

During the summer months of 1812 there was little trading or
litary activity at Fort Osage. Captain Eli B. Clemson, the garrison's
Q@uﬁ=nder, complained of this, dcclaring that he would rather serve
Before the "wall of Quebec than al a place so cut off from every person

A 25 :
Bnd thing." = Clemson felt that the fort at its current location served

22United States Statutes at Large, II, TH3-THT.

- 23Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-161k,
'T_’ f-_n-, TTll'u

zhﬂeofue C. Sibley to John Mason, June 21, 1814, Carter, ed., The
tory of louisiana-Missouri, }Gub-lblb, IV, TT13-T175.

n
“bElj B. Clemson to Thomas M. Cushing, October 1, 1012, Records

of the Aujutant Gereral, Records Group No. Y4, Natiomal Archives.
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‘no useful purpose for, he argued, its location was inconvenient to
the Osage and to other tribes, and it was too far removed from white
settlements to protect them effectively. In his opinion, Fort Osage
was "a moth on the public purse.“26 In July, he noted the absence
of Osage and friendly Indians around the place for nearly four months.
There is no record that Sibley defended the location of Fort Osage as
a trading post or as a military site. His major concern was that
regardless of' what happened to Fort Osage the United States government
was still bound by the provisions of the Treaty of 1808.2T

Although there was little excitement at Fort Osage in the
summer of 1812, other govermment factories had more than their share.
Mason warned the factors at Chicago, Fort Waynme, Michilimackinac, and
Sandusky that war had been declared and advised them to be on guard

for British moves against them.20 Mason also urged the factors to

heed the advice of General William Hull, Governor of Michigan Territory.

If a factory were in danger, Hull instructed the factor to cease irad-
ing with the Indians, to pack his goods, and to move with haste to a
2y
place of safety.
Peake reports that the factories at Michilimackinac, Chicago,

and Sandusky were wiped out by November, 1012. Michilimackinac lost

26
Eli B. Clemson to John Brownson, July 16, 1812, Records of

the Adjutant General, Records Group No. Y4, National Archives.
o
"(George C. Sibley to William Clark, July Y, 1813, Sibley Mss.

®Opeake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 150.
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1 goods, furniture and money. The British massacred the Chicago

pison. At Sandusky the English and the Canadians stole and des-
troyed property worth $3,621.72. The British and their Indian allies
aced Fort Wayne and Fort Madison, and eventually destroyed consi-
ﬂé:able pr0perty.30 With the action against Fort Madison and Fort
Wayne, the War of 1812 edged its way closer to Fort Osage.
As early as October, 1812, Mason ordered Sibley to be alert to
i}vian trouble, and to be prepared to evacuate the Fort and to move
8t. Iouis if an Indian attack seemed likely. The Secretary of War
bad left it to the discretion of Governor Benjamin Howard of the
Missouri Territory to make the final decision about the evacuation of
Osage.Bl Governor Howard had informed the Secretary of War that
the failure of American arms on the Great Lakes had placed the Missouri
ritory in a dangerous position. He feared that the British would be
€ to incite the Indians on Missouri's northern frontier and would
Strike disastrous blows at Prairie du Chien, Fort Madison, and St. Louis.32
By December, 1612, there was a growing sentiment among the military lead-
ers in Missouri in favor of evacuating Fort Osage and Fort Madison for a
better and stronger defence of the Missourl frontier. Deniel Bissell,

‘conmander of the garrison at Fort Bellefontaine, believed that a better

307pig., 159-160.

| 3lyohn Mason to George C. Sibley, October 13, 1812, Carter, ed.,
‘The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1606-1814, xIV, 613.

32governor Benjamin Howard to the Secretary of War, SEptember 20,
3&2 Carter, The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, XTIV, 593.




iﬁ“ﬁOBition of the garrisons at Fort Madison and Fort Osage could be
made by establishing them at more strategic locations nearer
_ 33
Louis.
Throughout the winter of 1612-1813, Sibley secretly prepared his

plans to evacuate the Fort so as not to alarm the Indians. This meant

t all the furs, public goods, books and papers pertaining to the
factory had to be packed in crates, boxes and tierces, coppered to
imake them waterproof. By March, 1513, he was ready to leave in the
event the Fort was threateued.jh

In the meantime, Acting-Governor Frederick Bates dispatched
Plerre Chouteau early in March, 1813, to the Osage Indians to seek
fheir help against the hostile Indians "nations of the Mississippi
are Bordering upon our Settlements.”35 The idea of enlisting the
ald of the Usage against the enemies of the United States originated
with Chouteau.36 Chouteau visited the Osage towns, enlisted 260 war-
riors, and prepared toc march back to St. Louis. However, before the
force could get under way, Governor Howard countermanded Bates' order

‘and instructed Chouteau to seek for a repeal of the Treaty of 1808 which

p ijaniel Bissell to the Secretary of War, December 28, 1812,
%ﬁ;ﬁer, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-101L4, XIV,
I'.I - "613 . S

3hDaniel Bissell to the Secretary of War, March 30, 1813,
Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, IV, 646.

35Pierre Chouteau to the Secretary of War, March 5, 1613, Carter,
ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-161k, XV, 639.

1 36Frederick Bates to Plerre Chouteau, March L, 1813, Carter, ed.,
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, X1V, 673.




guration of the war. The Indians agreed to the evacuation of the
age post on the following conditions: (1) that the government pay

heir annuities by July; (2) that the blockhouses promised them be

-
!

‘established it would not be located on the Missouri River below the

-~

31
ent site. About seventy Indians and Chouteau signed the

.
dreaty on May &, 1&13.3d

-

There are no indications that Sibley played a part in Chou-
eau's dealings with the Osage Indians. Early in the spring of 1813
phie decision to evacuate Fort Osage came from Governor Benjamin Howard
on the grounds that it served no military purpose in protecting the
frontier, and that the Indians in the vicinity of the fort appeared
é?ionﬂly and at peace with the United State5.3J Sibley did not

oppose the evacuation of the fort, but did feel that the factory should
be relocated at another point. To Clark he wrote, "I will do myself
the honor of communicating to the Superintendent of Indian Trade

:;!tever plan you may recommend or sanction for re-establishing the

40
Osage trading house. Since Clark was now Governor of the Missouri

37Pierre Chouteau tc the Secretary of War, May 20, 1813,

ax gr, ed., The Territory of louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814, X1V,
I 71"' 72.

B&Ibid., f.n., 672.

39(iovernor Benjamin Howard to Daniel Bissell, April k4, 1813,
‘Carter, ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-161k, X1V, 662.

0 f . :
4 CGeorge C. Sibley to William Clark, July Y, 1813, Sibley Mss.




b1
rritory, Sibley had to rely on both the Governor and the authori-

%ties in Washington for his instructions. Sibley's arguments favoring
~egtablishment of the Osage factory were communicated to Clark in

@ letter dated July 9, 1813. 1In the first place, he believed that it
was the best policy of the United States "to keep up the influence of
ade over them (Osage), by means of which they may be retained as
ifriends and kept out of the intrigues of the Hostile Indians and

ish A.gen‘c.s."h2 Furthermore, the United States had a moral obliga-
on to stand by its Treaty commitments to the Osage. The government
Had given its word at! Fire Prairie back in 1808, and by that word it
uld stand.

Although ice on the river delayed Sibley's departure from Fort
Bge, he was finally able to deliver the factory goods, papers, and
oks to St. Louis by June, ibl3.h3 His inventory included beds,
bureau, bookcase, desk, walnut tables, ten windsor chairs and a settee
valued at $200. He rented a room in St. Louis from William Christy
for five dollars a month to store the official books and papers. The
govermment continued to pay the salaries of all factors who had been
ﬁirced to leave their factories and seek places of safety. If little

hance existed that a factory would be reopened after the war, the

lﬂilliam Clark was appointed governor of the Missouri Territory
replace General Benjamin Howard in June, 1813. See Carter, ed., The
eritory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, XIV, f.n., 657.

l"QGE'OI.'ge C. Sibley to William Clark, July 9, 1813, Sibley Mss.

hBGeorge C. Sibley Inventory, Inventory of factory goods brought
to St. Iouis from Fort Osage, June 30, 1613, Office of Indian Trade
e, National Archives.




factor was compensated for the remainder of the guarter and then

d1smissed.

Life in St. Louis did not appeel to Sibley. To his brother
complained that it was a "sickly place,' "dull to .’u:i].ers.."h‘J His
igocial life must have been frustrating since he claimed he had little
portunity to meet members of the opposite sex. It was at this
idime that he mentioned to his brother that he owned a slave, George,
Who was married and had begun to work on 'multiplication with very
‘tonsiderable success for youny beginners.' He also commented that
aves in Missouri were well fed, clothed, and kindly treated. OSlaves
idn Missouri, he believed were not so much employed to

amass wealth for their owners as to provide

substantial comforts, make domestic im=-

provements and render life easy, comfortable

and happy. Ten good, sleek well fed and well

clothed Bﬁgcks are amply sufficient for these

purposes.

While at Fort Osage, Sibley had made a number of trips down the
piver to St. Louls for business reasons. 1In 1809, he traveled f'rom
Port Osage by land to Arrow Rock, where, he claimed, he swam the
Missouri River in the winter time, and continued on to St. Louis.lr(
lle returned to his post in February, 1810. Later in 1810, he made
‘another journey to St. ILouis to pick up the necessary building supplies

10 complete the Osage factory buildings. 1In 1611 he passed through

th\eake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 161.

b5

Georyge C. Sibley to Jamuel Sibley, Seplember 25, 1613, Bibley

M’.‘..’ iid .

hT}::xtl"u.el. rom a letter of George C. Sibley, Kansags City Star,
‘February 15, 1925, quoted in Gregg, 'The History of Fort Osage,’ LA47T.




8. Louis on his way to visit his father in Louisiana. In the spring
of 1812, he stopped off at St. Louis on his way back to Fort Osage.

During these visits to St. Louis, Sibley speculated in land. He told

gration into the Territory would enhance the value of land.

By 1813 Sibley had acquired several tracts of land. One of his
properties was located about thirty miles from St. Louis, probably in
2 vicinity of St. Charles. He described it as being near a very
gealthy settlement on the Missouri River, with a good house, orchard,
fences, spring, and mill site. It contained 250 acres of rich fertile
8011 and some woodland. At the town of Herculaneum on ilatten Creek,

¥y miles below St. Louis, Sibley had purchased 00 arpens. The

educational enterprise in which he became involved by the mid 1850's
i Bt. Ciarles.
By August, 1813, Masor and Clark had decided to send Sibley to

#rrow Rock for the winter of 1813-1814 to establish a trading post among

huGeorge C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, September 25, 10l3, Sibley




50
. Osage Indians. He was instructed to pay the Osage annuities, to

ry on trade with them, to cement Osage and American relationships,
which had been friendly, to discover if the Osage wanted the govern-
6 to continue a trading post, and, if so, to inform Sibley where
Eﬁ;yfwauted the post located. BSibley felt so strongly about the
eroment keeping its treaty with the Osage that he was willing to
risk the danger of going into the Indian country. From a letter of
gibley's to William Clark one gathers the impression that there was
some confusion about Chouteau's treaty with the Osage the previous May
ﬁﬁ@?gﬂting that part of the Treaty of 1808 in which the United States
had agreed to maintain a treding house at Fort Osage.bl Chouteau's
gorrespondence had been with the War Depariment, rather than with the
[0ffice of Indian Trade or General Clark. There may have been a break-
‘down in communications among these various agencies. Nevertheless,
ley planned to hear for himself what the Osage desired the govern-
ment to do about the trading posb.pc

Although the Osage were friendly toward the United States,
Bibley put together a rather impressive arsenal to take with him into
‘the Indian country. From William Christy he purchased a blunderbuss

‘for twenty dollars, supplanted later by still another blunderbuss and a

miounted swivel. William Clark provided a brass-barrelled blunderbuss.

0]
2 George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, September 25, 1613, Sibley

5lGeorge C. Sibley to William Clark, November 30, 1613, Carter,
€d., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, X1V, T11-71k.
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ﬂgy purchased for himself a "spotted roan' for $130. To his

plies he added tools, playing cards, whiskey and tobacco for the

who were to accompany him. Simon Brouster made a strong chest

his books and papers and weatherboarded his keel boat, The Osage
'{r.53 Sibley left sixty-five boxes, bales, and tierces in

‘age, along with some furniture. On September 21, 1613, a worker

pved thirty-eight cart loads, nine of which were guns, from the £t. Louis
house to the boat. Sibley started upriver on Sepiember 24, taking

th him three Kansas Indians, one of whom was seriously 111, who were
irning to their nation after a visit with Governor Clark.sh At the

h of the Missouri, a violent storm drove them to cover for a day.

The Sibley party reached its destination, Arrow Rock, by the mid-
glé of October. He immediately began to supervise the building of a
ckhouse and huts, to purchase potatoes and hominy from near-by

gettlers to tide his party over the winter months, and to carry on
discussions with the Osage for a period of two weeks in November on the
Bubject of a Trading House.b‘)

The Arrow Rock location was convenient to the Osage hunting camps.
dn his inventory to the governmeut at the close of the year, Sibley des-

eribed the post as consisting of

A block house 30 feet long by 20 feet wide, 2
stories high built of large cottonwood trees,

53Simun Brouster to George C. Sibley, September 10, 1813, Sibley

shSibley's Journal, September 30, 1813, Sibley Mss.

55George C. Sibley to William Clark, November 30, 1613, Carter, ed.,
ilie Qerritory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, XIV, T711-71k.




roofed with oak slabs, well-secured by hickory
splints spiked on--armed with 1 swivel and
three blunderbusses affording sufficient rooms
for goods, for Trading and for fighting. A
line of double huts built as the above afford-
ing quarters for myself, interpreter, 5 engagees,
and servant. The whole probably sell fo; about
200 in the spring thou' worth much more.’
According to fibley's journal, a number of men worked on the
[ldings. The Arrow Rock operation included, in addition to Sibley,
his assistant, Isacc Rawlings, an interpreter, Antoine Burda, and five
Ben who constituted the garrison.’! In December, 1813, William Clark
motified John Mason that Sibley was safe in his winter quarters and

58
B ready for trade with the Indians.”  In the last quarter of 1813,
Sibley's calculations showed that he transacted $491.21 in trade with
the Indians. This amount was much smaller than his previous quarterly
| 59
verages of $2,500 at Fort Osage.
In a long report to William Clark, Sibley gave an account of his
ldiscussions with the Osage Indians on the matter of the trading post.

Sibley asked the Osage chiefs to discuss in their councils the following

Ggpeations:

_ 56George C. Sibley's Inventory to the Govermment, December 31,
1813, Sibley Mss.

ETIbid.

20William Clark to John Mason, September 13, 1613 quoted in
Dr. Kate I.. Gregg, "Sibley's Post at Arrow Rock,' Missouri Historical
Review, XXXIV (October, 19Y3Y), 1kl.

syThe value of furs and peltries shipped from Fort Osage in the
year 1809 was $9,711.50. See American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I,
2]2. For the years 1810 and 1811, the value of furs and peltries at
Fort Osage amounted to $20,272.4lk. See Peake, A History of the Indian
Mietory System, 279. For the three-year period the total value of furs
Bl pelirics collected at Fort Osage was $24, AJ3.94, or a quarterly
average of $2,4h8.66.




I wish you to inform me whether or not you ever
expressed any wish to wave that Article of the
Treaty between your Nations and the U.S3.,, in
which the U.S. engage to keep up a Trading House
at Fort Clark?

Is it your wish now, that the Trading House
shall be reestablished, or do you wish it
entirely discontinued, and have your Sapplies
furnished by private traders?

If it is your desire that the Trading House be
reestablished 1 wish you to try and settle the
question between you, where it shall be fixed?
and let me have your determination. 0

On November 26, 18613, six Osage chiefs responded to Sibley's

juestions, and took their answers down in writing--although neither
Grand nor the Little Osage wanted the Trading House discontinued,
e Little Osage chiefs wanted the factory to be re-established at
; Osage, while the Grand Osage chiefs preferred to have it at
Arrow Rock or on the Osage River. Fort Osage was so far from the

illages of the Grand Osage that their enemies attacked them on their
to trade.él

Sibley's meeting with the Usage chiefs at Arrow Rock in the fall

fg?1313 convinced him more than ever of the moral obligation of the
United States to abide by the Lreaty of 1808. Sibley sent the report
0 Clark as evidence that the Osage upheld their end of the treaty,

d that the United States govermnment could do no less. If peace and

) George C. Sibley to William Clark, November 30, 1813, Carter,
ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-161k, xIv, 711-T714.




friendship with the Indians constituted the policy of the government,
iﬁﬁﬂgovernment in turn must not break its promises to the Indians.

ey believed this so strongly that he was willing to go up the

ouri in 1613 to trade with the Indians at a time when, as a result
of the War of 1812, the frontier was reported to be aflame with hostile
Indians.

Throughout the winter of 1813-181L4 Sibley met with little
difficulty at Arrow Rock but by spring his situation had become more
precarious. The Osage committed some depredations and murders against
erican settlers, and William Clark sent Pierre Chouteau to demand
surrender of the murderers in accordance with treaty provisions. 1In
addition to these hostile outbreaks, the Sac and Fox Indians north of
the Missouri River went on the warpath, forcing Clark to withdraw
8ibley from Arrow Rock and John Johnson from his outpost on the Little
‘Moniteau to St. Louis in April, lBlh.63

Antoine Burda had command of The Osage Factor on its return trip
iﬁ;St. Iouis, but ran it sground on a sand bar near the mouth of the
‘Missouri. ©Soldiers at Fort Bellefontaine worked hard to save most of
the items which had fallen into the river and to dig out the barge from
ite muddy moorings. Sibley dried out the furs, repacked them, oiled the

. 6l
guns with bear grease, and continued on his way to St. Louis. An

6
2George C. Sibley to William Clark, November 30, 1813, Carter,
‘ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1606-1814, XIV, 711-T1k.

636regg, "Sibley's Post, ' 1k2.

6l :
George C. Sibley to Office of Indian 1rade, April 1, 1814,

Bibley Mss.




ice of furs delivered to James Kennerly, the transport agent for

jhe Department of Indian Trade, in June amounted to $3,h93.63§.65 Con-
ping the handicaps, such as the time involved in getting established,
*1'1ngs with the Indians, the winter weather, and the threat of depre-
ons, Sibley's trade efforts at Arrow Rock were impressive.

After his return to St. ILouis in the summer of 1814 Sibley
lcontinued to insist that the government should furnish the Osage Indians
With goods as nearly as possible in conformity with treaty agreements.
iBibley talked with Clark about the matter and was told to write John
Mason for instructions.66 In his letter to Mason, Sibley requested

permission to return to the Indian country with enough goods to supply

¢ Osage and to pay their annuities. Sibley's letter serves to

gtructions. Mason sanctioned Sibley's request to leave St. Louis in
'Hz'st, 1814, for the Osage towns to supply the Indians and pay their

annuities, but advised him that Indian goods were scarce and that ade-

gon added that he still considered Arrow Rock as the best location for
ihie Osage factory, but instructed Sibley to follow the advice of General

Clark on that matter.

6SGeorge C. Sibley to John Mason, June 21, 181k, Carter, ed., The
itory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1614, xIv, 773.

66Ibid.

6 :
TJohn Mason to George C. Sibley, July 11, 181k, Sibley Mss.




L

By August, Sibley's prospects for returning to the Indian

gountry had dimmed. He wrote his brother that the Territory was being
very seriously threatened with invasion by an immense savage force
which required the use of all our means to repel."6b Under the
mstances, Clark suggested that Sibley go to Washington "to make

me arrangements with the Gov't for the better protection of this
iﬁﬁ“ti&r--I do not much relish the journey...but the Governor prefers
e to go..."65
Thus, instead of pushing west into the Indian Country in
ust of 1814, Sibley went to Washington. Aware of rumors of impend-
' peace, Sibley thought that they were probably illusory. Moreover,
be gained the impression that Washington was demoralized and dis-
ened, and agreed with some observers that the nation was in danger
pf dissolution. If Jackson did not succeed in def'ending New Orleans
inst the British, then, Sitley grimly predicted, the Eastern states
Would meke peace with the enemy and would disrupt the Union. Regardless
of the outcome at New Orleans, Sibley thought that the western states
1d contirue to defy England and would never submit to any terms of
gé inconsistent with their rights and their duty to the Unioa.TU
[bley must have reflected the sentiments of the nation's leadership,

hich was unaware at the time of the results of the peace negotiations

; Ghent.

George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, August 12, 1814, Sibley Mss.

691114
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4 George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, January 21, 1015, Sibley




In view of the dejected and discouraged state of the nation's
2, Jackson's military victory at New Orleans, January 8, 1815,

pk on a significance far beyond its military results. It gave to
nation a genuine hero in Andrew Jackson, infused new life into
858, bolstered American nationalism, served to discredit the
emists in New England who had talked of secession, and encouraged
reckless and restless surge of Americans into the West. The

ng of the Treaty of Ghent and Jackson's triumph at New Orleans
ched the nation in good news in 1815.?l

Sibley sbared in the rejoicing, but the state of his own

it's service, he contemplated changing his vocation. His financial
idition was such that he could not help his father, who was in danger
losing his estate, Grand Encore, near Natchitoches, because of poor
;:ement.Te Nevertheless, Sibley returned to St. Louis in the early

»ing of 1815.

5®%axnbperty losses amounted to $43,364.61, and its trade with the
‘Indians had dropped off as much as five thousand dollars per year.?3
Ice all factors had continued on salary throughout the war, even

Wwhen their posts were closed, no savings had been effected on that item

?lthn William Ward, Andrew Jackson-Symbol for an Age (New York,
1962), 5. o

T

2 ;
George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, January 21, 1815, Sibley

TBPeake, A History of the Indian Factory System, 164-165.

personal affairs worried him. Uncertain about his future in the govern-

The War of 1812 had severely disrupted the Indian Factory System.



cost. When Sibley later returned to Fort Osage, he found the
ldings badly deteriorated and in need of considerable time and
‘expenditure for restoration.

After the War, the government attempted to revitalize its Indian
icy by reopening and restocking factories that had been closed during
the conflict. New treaties were negotiated with Indians who had re-
mained loyal to the United States, as well as with those who had been

36ﬁtile.7h In July, 1815, the Indian Trade Office instructed Sibley

=

Jocation for the Osage factory. Mason recognized that the Osage Treaty

and, if Clark decided to relocate it at some other place, it must be
done with the consent of the Osage Tribes. Finally, the decision was

5

made to keep the factory at its old location. In September, 1815,

the govermment advanced Sibley $600 "to meet and defray the expenses or

Re-establishing the Osage Trading }buse.'76
!

Sibley's return to Fort
?@age promised to be more pleasant for him as he took along his recent
bride, Mary Easton Sibley.

Born on January 24, 1800 in Rome, New York, Mary Easton had been
brought to St. Louis by her father and mother, Rufus and Abial Abby

Easton in 1804, when Thomas Jefferson appointed Easton to serve as a

L -
7 James Monroe to William Clark, March 25, 1815, American State

Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 2.

T2John Mason to George C. Sibley, July 30, 1615, Sibley Mss.

760ffice of Indian Trade Files, September 22, 1815, Office of

‘Indian Trade, National Archives.




gudge in the new Territory. When Easton's term expired in 1806, he

§as appointed the first United States Postmaster at St. Louis.
[ected as a delegate to Congress from the Missouri Territory in

iy he served two two-year terms. Upon the organization of the
g8gouri state govermment in 1821, Easton became state Attorney

and continued in that office until 1826.??

Sibley probably became acguainted with the Easton family

e still assistant factor at Fort Bellefontaine or during one of
38 tripe to St. Louis from Fort Osage. When Sibley returned to
Bt: Louis from Washington in the summer of 1815, Mary had reached the
jg8 of fifteen and quickly succumbed to Sibley's courtship.

The wedding took place in the Easton home at T7:00 in the

15, 7¢

Bvening, August 19, 18 Sibley described his bride as having an

jamiable disposition, acquirements and personal accomplishments and

"

most excellent bringup... He was confident that she was "eminently

gualified for the task she has with pleasure and zeal undertaken, to
80
make me happy." In a letter to his brother, he anticipated the

guestion he knew would be on the minds of his relatives and friends:

b you intend to take this charming wife with you among the Indians?"

He answered

She has long ago expressed her perfect willing-
ness to live any where with me and until I can

TT?Tﬂm the file of Rufus Easton in the possession of Edna

‘McElhiney Olson, St. Charles, Missouri.

T84 ssours Gazette, September 16, 1815.

7¥George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, August 20, 115, Sibley Mss.
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withdraw from the Indian Service, she will
willingly share with me the privations of
a forest life. I mean to have a very
cquortableaistabliéhment...1n the howling
wilderness.

Mary was a handsome, gay, happy, and out-going girl. A mem-
of the family, writing many years after Mary's death, rememtered
t Mary" telling her that before her marriage to Sibley she and a
friend "thought nothing of riding horseback all day to reach an
post, dancing with the officers of the ball and returning the

t day on the rested-up horses, filled with the memories of a

sant evening.”82 Rufus Easton and his daughter had also traveled
ngively, going on one occasion to Washington, and then by boat to
elbyville, Kentucky, where she attended Mrs. Tevis' boarding
?f%§=1.83 Throughout her life she displayed a great deal of personal
dnitiative and drive, traits that her husband fully encouraged. An
ellent horsewoman, a good pianist, and adequately educated for a
young woman in 1815, Mary took with her her saddle horse, an organ,
some furniture, and her library to Fort Osage.ah

The Sibleys left St. Louis on October 1, 1815 on The Osage

Factor for their new home. Mary described the journey as one

6
llbid.

2
Letter of Mrs. V.G. Carpenter to Frank 3 sdis
BSibley Mss.

83Fram the file of Mary Easton Sibley in the possession of
pa McElhiney Olson, St. Charles, Missouri.

. 82*'Gil.uc:tecl from F.C. Shoemaker, "Sketch of Sibley's Life,'
S, Charles Banner News, March 27, 1931.
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3 89
fraught with danger and excitement and discomforts.' However, she

onfessed that the journey fascinated her and satisfied her zest for

adventure. One can only imagine her thoughts as they rounded the

pend in the Missouri River and she saw for the first time the outlines
of her new home high on the bluff above them. There they were to live
the next fourteen years, during two of which Sibley would be absent
o0 a government survey of the Santa Fe Trail. Her new acquaintances

8 in ever-increasing numbers, hunters and trapp;rs who paddled the .
iriver on their way to the hunting grounds, and the Osage Indians who
ded at the factory.

On arrival, Sibley began immediately to repair the factory and

In December, the couple returned to St. Louis. While there,

iiﬁley tended to business and evidently escorted Mary through a maze

lively balls and parhies.k( Mary wrote her father in Washington,
‘Mr. Solomon has opened his Lrawing Room, where everyone who pays a

dollar and a half is admitted to eat tough pancakes and dance as long

W8
ag they please. In a more sober and bussinesslike manner, Sibley

8
5F‘rom the file of Mary Easton Sibley in possession of Edna

McElhiney Olson, St. Charles, Missouri.
86
George C. Sibley's Day Book, October-November, 1615, Sibley Mss.

i BTMary Easton Sibley to Rufus Easton, February 11, 1616, Sibley
Mss.
86

Ibid.




d his father-in-law to do what he legally could to keep British

Traders out of the country.ag In March, 1816, the Sibleys returned

%o Fort Osage, bringing with them Louisa, Mary's younger sister.
Sibley described their living quarters at the fort as being

y comfortable, and with the aid of very fine gardens, a well

stocked Poultry yard and an Ice House we are enabled to live well. nIL

He also praised Missouri Territory as a place where a man could "fix

mself for life.”92

Like most people on the frontier, he expected to
fit greatly from land speculation. During the summer of 1815 he had
purchased land for as low as sixty cents an acre and within a year
gonsidered it worth eight dollars an acre. He catalogued for his
fbrother the many products that the mild climate and fertile soil of
gsouri produced in abundance. Sibley noted that St. Louis continued

t0 expand and soon would be linked with another western city, New

‘Orleans, by steamboats on the Mississippl River. Moreover, he was

ship of a 'respectable clergyman...at a salary of $1500 a year..."93

19
S1pia.

9OGeorge C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, July 26, 1516, Sibley Mss.

P 1bia.
920&orge C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, January 14, 1816, Sibley Mss.

L8
George C. Sibley Lo Samuel Sibley, September 208, 14616, Sibley

Mss.




During this period Sibley also found his personal relations

pighly rewarding. Mary found time to instruct her younger sister,

fbiaa, on the piano and to play for the Osage who, according to

Bibley, "literally idolize her since they have seen her play."gk

Mary

*A”Gborge also read newspapers and books, and on occasion entertained

risitors.

During the Spring of 1816 Daniel Boone stopped off at Fort Osage
lille on his way to the Platte River to hunt.”> Boone, still vigorous

jfﬁjactive at eighty-two, along with a Negro companion whom he had

pound in written agreement to take care of him and to bring him home

dead or alive, remained at the Fort for two weeks. The account of his

8it to Fort Osage appeared in the Niles' Weekly Register. As a life-

long subscriber to that journal, Sibley probably sent it the following

! 96
deéscription of the celebrated frontiersmau:J

Col. Boone is eighty five years of a;;e,97 five feet
seven inches high, stoutly made, and active for one
of his years; is still vigorous of mind and is

pretty well informed. He has taken part in all the

9l+Georg;e C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, July 26, 1816, Sibley Mss.

iy -
X JsNiles‘ Weekly Register, June 15, 1810; Reuben Gold Thwaites,
Diniel Boone (New York, 1911), 231.

561 believe Sibley was responsible for the news item about Boone's
it to Fort Osage because he was a life-long subscriber to the Niles'
ekly Register, the item appears in the Sibley Mss., and the wording of
@ clipping is in Sibley's literary style.

[ 9THEre Sibley was mistaken. According to reliable sources, Daniel
Boone was born on November 2, 1734, which would have made him 82 years
old at the time of his visit to Fort Osage.
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wars of America from Braddock's war to the
present hour. HBe has held respectable State
appointments, both civil and military; has
been a colonel, a legislator, and a magis-
trate; he might have accumulated riches as
readily as any man in Kentucky; but he prefers
the woods, where you see him in the dress of
the roughest, poorest hunter .9

8 two men differed greatly in dress. Boone garbed himself in the
ything of a hunter, but the more polished Osage factor wore

ashionable coats, pantaloons and black silk vests which he ordered
rom & tailor in Washington.””

Boone and Sibley discussed a variety of subjects. They

probably talked about Sibley's journey to the Salines in 1811, a trip
which would have appealed to the old hunter whose eyes were always on
lar horizons. Two years af'ter his visit to Fort Osage, Boone wrote
at he intended by 'next Autumn to take two or three whites and ;

y of Osage Indians to visit the Salt Mountains...and see the
patural curiosities. They are about five or six hundred miles from

ﬁﬂne."loo Boone never fulfilled that ambition.

BBNiles' Weekly Register, Jume 15, 1816.

] 99George C. Sibley to a Mr. Melvin of Georgetown, November 30,
1817, Sibley Mss.

. OOQuoLed in Thwaites, Daniel Boone, 232. Thwaites believed

that £alt Mountain was in the Indian Territory. John Bakeless,

nuuel Boone, Master of the Wilderness (New York, 193Y), wrote, "The old
%ﬂn had heard tales of Salt Lake, perhaps from Kit Carson, who is said
t0 have been a kinsman of the Boones.  Salt Lake was considerably
farther from Boone's residence near St. Charles, Missouri than the
deposit, reported at a distance of 500-600 miles. It is unlikely that
‘one going to Salt Lake would have taken Osage Indians for guides, but,
like Sibley, would have gone with them to the Salt Mountain country,

‘an area they knew.




Although the Sibleys led an interesting and comfortable life
Osage, one concern, like an advancing shadow, began to trouble
Sibley discerned the passing of the Indian Factory System. To
ii8 brother he reported that he was 'quite indifferent how they dispose
)y Trading House. I shall give it up with cheerfulness, whenever
it may be thought expedient to abolish ic."lOl
After 1815 the residents at Fort Osage found themselves pro-

gively less isolated. From his factory, Sibley witnessed the
:fyuyleing“ of the Territory by immigrants from Virginia, Temnnessee,

ind Kentucky who settled the land, exploited the natural resources,

1t new towns, and pushed aside the Indians. He saw the Territory
POV rapidly in population until it was ready to take its place in the
il as a state, thus experiencing those forces that steadily trans-
formed a red man's land into a white man's civilization. Wherever he
rned, Sibley confronted the evidences of the rush of civilization-~-
& post office at Fort Osage,lu2 a newspaper at New FTanklin,LOJ an
dndian mission school not far from the gates of the Fbrt,th steamboats

105 and Mary playing the pianco for the Osage and teach-

-

on the Missouri,

.?:.Indian children to read and write.

1 -
lO‘George C. Sibley to Samuel Sibley, September 286, 1816, Sibley

10251bley was appointed postmaster at Fort Osage, August 5, 1020.

) 103y5114an H. Lyon, The Pioneer Editor in Missouri, 1808-1860
(1965), 6.
10k

William W. Graves, The First Osage Mission (1949), 142.

IOESt. Louis Enquirer, June 16, 1819.

106, g = Ly ¢ 7
From the file of Mary Easton Sibley in the possession of Edna
MeElbiney Olson, St. Charles, Misscuri.
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On the Indian frontier the factor and the factory had helped
10 promote peace among the Indians through trade and diplomacy, but

in the advance and growth of the white man's way of life they no

longer had a place. Committed to keeping peace among the Indians,
how could they now adjust to broken treaties, land-hungry settlers,
and the powerful inroads of private enterprise? The paradoxical

theme of Sibley's 1ife between 18615 and 1822 was that of a man caught
up in the life of a developing country while still wedded to a fron-

tier institution which was passing away.



CHAPTER VII

THE PASSING OF A FRONTIER INSTITUTION




By 1616, Sibley had served eleven years, nearly one-third or
galife, in government service. However, he saw the decline of the
system of which he was a part. He thought that if he could

an opportunity equally profitable, he would not hesitate to give
ﬁlﬁis career with the govermment. To his brother, Samuel, he even
ment so far as to suggest the possibility of his father-in-law, Rufus
fton, his brother and himself forming a partnership and entering the
ercantiile business at G5t. Louis.l Behind this suggestion lay Sibley's

ng that the two vocations for which he was best suited were

During the year, 1816, a conflict between the Arkansas Osage
i the Cherokee nation had moved from Algbama and Georgla to lands
Blong the Arkansas and Wnite Rivers. By 1817 approximately two or
fthiree thousand Cherokees were living in the hunting lands of the
Arkansas Osage.2 This invasion resulted in some bloody skirmishes
and brutal encounters between the Osage and the Cherokees.

Although Sibley and Fort Osage were removed from the scenes of
gonflict, Clark kept Sibley informed of the developments. The Governor
pequested Sibley to 'keep a watchful eye on the Osage” and to do any-

thing which he felt might head off a war between the Osage and the

lGeorge C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, January 14, 1826, Sibley
Mss.

2'.1'.‘homas L. McKenney and James Hall, Indian Tribes of North
Mimerica, 3 Vol., I (New York, 1Y33), f.n., 342,

SWilliam Clark to George C. Sibley, April 1k, 1616, Sibley Mss.
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ﬂherokees.B Clark feared that if some check were not put on the impending
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between the Osage and the Cherokees, the govermment would have to

use force to control the Indians.h Clark wanted to avoid this, if
sible, but he sensed that the threats of Indian wars and unrest
‘would continue as long as the Indians confronted the pressure of the
ﬁﬂﬂxe man's emigration and the removal of the Indians east of the
Mississippi to lands west of the great River. As Governor of the
Missouri Territory, Clark hoped for peace between Indian tribes and
between the Indians and the white settlers, but, as he later recogn-
ized, this was not to be so long as the desperate Red man had to
defend his home and hunting grounds from the encroachment of other
tribes and the uhites.s
In this time of crisis, Thomas L. McKenney succeeded John
‘Mason as Superintendent of Indian TTude.6 McKenney served in this
capacity until the factory system was discontinued in 1822. In 182k,
the Bureau of Indian Affairs was organized within the War Department
‘and McKenney was appointed as its first chief. He continued in that

‘position until his removal in 1830.7 Throughout his career in Indian

affairs, he was a controversial figure. He became the favorite target

of those who desired to see the factory system abolished and the fur
trade with the Indians left to private enterprise. Thomas Hart Benton, i

the factory system's most powerful adversary, charged him with !

L
William Clark to George C. Sibley, January 11, 1817, Sibley

Mss.

>

William Clark to James Barbour, March 1, 1826, American State
Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 653.
6

John Mason to George C. Sibley, April 7, 1816, Sibley Mss.;
Dorothy Dondore, 'McKenney, Thomas Lorraine (March 21, 1765-February 20,
185y ), " Dumas Malone, editor, Dictionary of American 3iography, XII, 89.
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avoritism, abuse, and corruption.  In time, McKenney was investigated

f Congress and was absolved, although the doubt and suspicion raised

While McKenney was Superintendent of Indian Trade he, and

y held many similar ideas on how the Indians should be treated.

ike Sibley, McKenney appears to have had a great sympathy for the

ians and a desire for a humane and fair policy toward them. In one

his early communigues to Sibley, he manifested a concern for the

troublesome Iowas and asked what might be done to pacify them.lo He

oved of Sibley's construction of a building to house the Indians

came great distances in the winter to trade at his factory.ll
McKenney, like most nineteenth century Americans, believed that

white man's way of life was far superior to the red man's. The

5-'-3- ians, unlettered, untutored, and crude, needed, above all else, the

molding hand of civilization. t a particularly difficult time in

jan affairs, McKenney asked Sibley the agonizing guestion, 'Isn't

. L2
¢ some way to wean them away from their barbarism?' He answered

Frederick Webb Hodge in the Introduction to Thomas L. McKenney
d James Hall, Indian Tribes of North America, I, ix.

(]

9Dondore, "McKenney," DAB, (II, 89; American State Papers,

ﬂﬁjian Affairs, II, L2k,

10, ,
Thomas L. McKenney to George C. Sibley, September 2, 1816,
Sibley Mss.

llIbid.

B Lofhomas L. McKenney to George C. Sibley, September 24, 1817,
Sibley Mss.
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Bis own question when he wrote, 'There can be no doubt but time will
trequired to divert them into the practice of agriculture and arts
OF civ lized 1ife. '3

The new Superintendent of Indian Trade saw the role of the

tor in expanded terms. The govermment factor should be more than

Many men who had undergone extensive experience with the Indians
deved that they could be civilized, but some at least doubted if
Kenney's plans for using factors as agents of civilization would suc-
ﬁeﬁﬂ, Ben 0'Fallon, for example, who served many years as a United
Btates Indian agent reported to Thomas Hart Benton that the factories

iad done little to civilize the Indians. John R. Bell, who accom-

on Indian Affairs, in 1622 told his colleagues that the factory system
Bad done nothing to elevate the Indian from savagery.l
While Superintendent of Indian Trade McKenney also tried to

‘promote education among the Indians. For that reason he carried on an

L3mhomas L. McKenney to George C. Sibley, October 21, 1816,
Sibley Mss.

I 0'Fallon to Thowas Hart Benton, Japusry 21, 1822, American
State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 328.

lSthn R. Bell to Thomas Hart Benton, January 21, 1822, American
‘State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 329.

lsthn Biddle to the Senate, 17th Congress, 1st Session,

g‘anua.ry 19, 1822, American State Papers, Iudian Affairs, 1I, 327.
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psive correspondence with individual missionaries and teachers

Il mission schools, and encouraged missionary societies to think seri-

17

of establishing mission schools among the Indians. In a

snment report, 1817, he recommended government aid in establishing
)16 among the Indians and expansion of the factory system as an
additional means of civilizing Lhe-n:.ltj On January 22, 1818, the

buse Conmittee on Indian Affairs followed his lead and recommended

e establishment of schools among tribes friendly to the United States.
1o the present state of our country,” the Committee stated, "one of

No things seems to be necessary: either that those sons of the

rest should be moralized or e:-:'t.erminat.ed.'l> The report frowned on
the alternative of extermination snd hopefully pronounced that if

ers and hoes were put into the hands of Indian children, in time

y would turn to the '"Bible and the plow."20 On March 3, 181y,

265 inaugurated an annual appropriation of $10,000 to promote civi-
ation among Indian Tribes adjoining the frontier.EJ Most of this

By was used to subsidize church schools among the Indians, and by

1630 some 1800 Indian children were in attendance.22

1
7Francis Paul Prucha, American Indian Folicy: The Formative
g (Harvard University Press, 1962), 220.

18rp14.

194merican State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 150-151.
2

0Ibid.

21
George Dewey Harmon, Sixty Years of Inuian Affairs (North
iCarolina Press, 1Ykl), 161; Dondore, 'McKenney, DLAB, A1, 0Y.

2

Tn)
“londore, 'McKenney,' DAB, X1I, 8v.
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On August 19, 1820, Sibley received a circular letter from the
erintendent requesting that all factors answer the following
gtions: (1) What tribes traded with the factory? (2) Where were
 tribes located? (3) How many villages were there? (4) What was
‘population of the tribes? (5) Where were their hunting grounds?
gﬂﬂition to these guestions, McKenney sought information 'relative
their progress toward civilization and agriculture and whether
y see necessity for making any change of their habits f'or those of
bfﬁzation?"23 McKenney's questionnaire afforded Sibley an oppor-
ity to disclose his ideas concerning the Indians, the process of
ilization, and the govermnment's policy toward them.
Sibley fully agreed with McKenney's view that the Indian could
changed from a savage to & more highly civilized human being. Thus,
‘linked himself with the long history of men and women who believed
it the Indian was a legitimate object of the civilizing process. He
zed that little had been accomplished in that direction but
% that it was natural for the Indian "to live without toil and
on the bounties of nature, rather than to submit to what he considered
e degradation of labor in order to procure susten&nce.“zh In his
sinion, men cling to nature as long as they can and turn to other
2ans of support only when nature fails them. The Indian, therefore,

ould bold tenaciously to his way of life as long as the buifalo roamed

23Thamas L. McKenney to George C. Sibley, August Y, 1820, Sibley

21’George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, October 1, 1820,
bley Mss.; also a copy of this letter appears in the Missouri Histor-
cal Review, IX (October-July, 1914-1915), 47-by.
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pe prairie, the deer and the elk crowded the forests, the wilderness
ed its hand-outs of roots, berries, nuts, and wild fruits, the
ams provided fish, and the sky sent down its wild birds. In the
chaustible resources" of Mother Nature lay the clue to the

lnddans’' wild and uncivilized way of life. Few mature Indians, if

)y of those above fifteen, will ever wholly abandon their present

H
ge pursuits.

Sibley believed that the response of the Indian to the white
pan's offer of civilization and agriculture had been summed up in

‘words of the Osage chieftain, Big Soldier, whom he reported as
dag said

I see and admire your manner of living, your
good warm houses, your extensive fields of
corn, your gaerdens, your cows, OxXen, Work-
houses, wagons, and a thousand machines, that
I know not the use of. I see that you are
able to clothe yourselves, even from weeds
and grass. In short you even do almost what
you choose. You whites possess the power of
subduing almost every animal to your use.
You are surrounded by slaves. Everything
about you is in chains, and you are slaves
yourselves. I fear if 1 should exchange my
pursuits for yours, I too should become a
slave. Talk to my sons, perhaps they may

be persuaded to adopt your fashions...but
for myself I was born free, was raised free,
and wish to die free.20

In the face of the adult Indians' dependence on Mother
Nature for their subsistence and their hardened reluctance to

accept the white man's culture, Sibley, like McKenney and a host of

25Ibid.

2tsti,),uo'bedl in George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, October 1,
1820, Sibley Mss.




pthers, counted on the teaching of the Christian religion as a means

i_cif overcoming these obstacles. From the time Christ had spoken to his
?ﬂllowers the words, "Go forth and make all nations my disciples,'g?
there was set in motion the massive missionary enterprise of the
'(.‘.hurch. Into the New World, centuries later, came the Spanish
priests walking beside the Conquistadors, the Jesuits penetrating the
f@rests of New France, John Eliot, a Puritan, taking the Bible to the
Indians in the Massachusetts wilderness, David Brainerd, a Presbyterian,
establishing missions among the savages of New Jersey, and many others

Wwho obeyed their Lord's command to convert the world. In the long

‘history of Christianity's encounter with the unconverted there emerged

‘the idea that to Christianize was to c_'i'..riliz.«a-.20

Naturally, the Christian religious orientation of Americans
found its way into the policy of the government toward the Indians.
In 1794, the govermment made a treaty with the Oneida, Tuscora, and
@:Stockbridge Indians which included a grant of $1,000 to be used for
ihe establishment of a church.®’ The treaty with the Kaskaskias,
‘Avgust 13, 1803, provided for a sum of $100 a year for seven years to
‘Support a Roman Catholic priest.y McKenney's efforts in this
idirection bore fruit in the civilization fund which was used largely

to subsidize mission schools.3l

o
(The Gospel According to St., Matthew 28:19. The New English
Bible (Oxford, 1961).

26

Prucha, American Indian Policy, 211-249.

29&1:6110:1, Sixty Years of Indian Affairs, 158.
3

OIbid .

31.
3 Prucha, American Indian Policy, 220.




Sibley believed "that with judicious meuns and efforts, tne

‘benign light of Christianity may be very easily set up...among North

2
erican tribes."3 Although adult Indians were adverse to the

White's instruction, they were by no means hostile to having their

33 Big Soldier had said, "Taulk to my sons,

‘children taught by whites.
perhaps they may be persuaded...." In 1821, the United Foreign
Mission Society of New York founded Harmony Mission on the north bank
iof the Marais des Cygnes River about five miles above its confluence
with the Marmaton River.3h This mission was about eighty miles south
of Fort Osage.>’

Sibley aided the missionaries in selecting a site36 and wrote
%0 McKenney that "the missionary establismment now forming near Osage,
1 have no doubt will tend very much to promote civilization of these

w37

tribes. The Sibleys continued to aid the project by helping the

320eorge R. Brooks, editor, "George C. Sibley's Journal of a
frip to the Salines in 1811," Bulletin, Missouri Historical Society,
X (April, 1965), 105.

) 33George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, Cctober 1, 1820,
Sibley Mss.

4
P 3 William W. Graves, The First Protestant Osage Missiouns,
1820-16 (Oawego, Kansas, 1949 ), 1306.

351bid.

6
3 Kate L. Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe (University of New Mexico

Press, 1952), f.n., 266-267.

B?George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, October 1, 1020,
Sibley Mss.




'onaries in times of illness and by sending wapou-loads of potatoes
! 30 : :
keep them from starving. They also enrolled a thirteen-year-old
_ 3 _ 1 i ;
girl named Mary E. Sibley in the school. In 1024, Sibley told

B miesionaries that the improvement of the Indizn children in the
Y

pol bad "exceeded anything which he was prepared tc witness.'
Petause Sibley had been so cooperative and helpful to (he beleajuered
sionaries on the banks of the Marais des Cy _nes duriag the wiater
pE1024-1625, the head of the mission, a Reverend Mr. Lodge, urged the
‘ament to appoint Sibley as Indian Agent to the Osages in place

5]
P. Chouteau. Undoubtedly, the Harmony Mission strengthened

\A.

-

ley's conviction that

...all attempts to civilize any of Lhese
tribes or materially to ameliorate their
condition, will prove unavailing until the
religion of Jesus Christ, in all its sub-
lime simplicity and beauty, shall be [lxed in
their hearts and understandings, and made the
prime law of' thelr actions. There can be no
true civilization without Christianity. Very
few of these people ever yet heard Of the
Christian God.42

McKenney, Sibley, and others were also persuaded Lhat the

troduction of agriculture among the savages would facilitate tne

saGre&g, Road to Santa Fe, f.n., 267.

396raves, The First Protestant Osage Missions, 171.
Lo
Ibid., 142.

thev. Joseph Tracy, Rev. Solomon Peck, Rev. Enoch Mulci,
- William Cutler, Rev. Enoch Mack, History of American Missions to
Heathen from their Commencement to the Present T'me (Worcester,

), 350-351.

dBrcoks. ed., "Sibley's Journal of a Trip to the Salines, 145.
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of civilization.

A Treaty with the Osage mede at Fort Osage,
mber 10, 1808, as in other Indian treaties, contained stipulations
gned to encourage the Indians to farm. The United States agreed

8o furnish a blacksmith and the necessary tools for him to repair hoes,
s, and axes for the Indians, to build a water mill, and to provide
:.hh Throughout his career as Osage factor Sibley engaged in
sjcultural pursuits, both for his own comfort and convenience and as
'a model of the importance and advantages of husbandry over the hunting,
hering, and fishing activities of the Indimns. He grew grain,

ised a garden, pickled beef, salted pork, acquired livestock and
ckens, and erected fences to protect his domestic animals and crops.
As a means of keeping abreast of agricultural advances, Sibley sub-
geribed to the American Farmer,hs a farm journal established in 181v.

Aside from what he might do personally Lo encourage the practice

of agriculture among the Indians, in 1820 Sibley outlined a series of

Indian lands should be carefully surveyed and distinctly marked.

5@f$) wien an Indian gaved serious indication that he intended o settle

L

3George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, October 1, 1C20,
Sibley Mss.

_ hhTreaty with the Osage Indians made at Fort Osage, November 10,
1808, American State Papers, Indian Affairs, I, 763-76kL.

k5Sib1ey's Common-Place Book, January 1, 1820, Sibley Mss.

Thomas Cochran, "Agriculture," Richard B. Morris, ed.,
‘Encyclopedia of American History (New York, 1465), 505.
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down and become civilized, the govermment should allot a portion of
is land to him and his family. The amount of land so granted should
2 between 160 and 640 acres. In addition, the govermment should
otect the Indian, his family, and his land, and should secure the
for him and his family forever. Moreover, under no circumstances
ghould the Indian be permitted to dispose of his land or use it for the
paying of debts. Sibley wrote

I believe that by locating each Indian family,

disposed to adopt our mode of living, on a

tract of land of their own, distinctly marked

out, and permanently secured to them, the

Government would greatly promote the scheme

of civilization.M7

Believing that the Indian would respond to this kind of a

¢y, would become more interested in land and agriculture, would
d a home, and would '"sit under his own vine and fig tree, and have
‘none to make him afraid,' Sibley thus proposed a specific plan for
‘achieving the philosophical and idealistic ideas of those concerned
‘about the American Indians early in the nineteenth ceul'.m":,f.&tB Sibley
ﬂed, however, that time was running out. Already the whites,
‘pouring into Indian lands, narrowing their limits, and hemming them in
‘like a herd of buffaloes, had caused the Indians to react with despair,
stration, and violence. Sibley lamented that only after we have
‘broken their spirits and have deprived them of home and country do we

“importune them to become farmers."l+9

hTGeorge C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, October 1, 1820,
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In Sibley's proposals one recognizes the plan of granting the
idians allotments of land to be held in severalty. John Eliot, a
onary to the Massachusetts Indians early in the seventeenth

¥, had procurred allotments of land and seltled Indians upon
Eliot's plan, however, had not been successful for the Indian

1ld not grasp the meaning of individual land ownership and male in-
'_'1"-5’1::::3.5'J The white visualized land in terms of individual, private
ership; the red man asked another question, who belongs to the

;?51

Secretary of War William H. Crawford, a contemporary of George
Sibley, in March, 1816, devised a plan which he believed would solve
problems associated with Indian lands and the desire of white
gettlers to move in and dispossess them. First, Crawford advocated
inting citizenship to the Indians. Then, the United States government
‘8hould grant to the Indians separate titles to their improvements, thus
eing them on the same footing as other citizens. Crawford further
‘Buggested that the Indians be assured by the United States government

in any treaty involving the purchase of lands from the respective tribes
reservation of one mile square of land for each Indian head of a

. After a certain number of years of actual residence and culti-
Nation of the land it would belong to the Indian family occupying it.”2
hough Crawford's plan never materialized, the idea of granting every

dian family title to its land as a means of encouraging agriculture

‘and civilization continued to be advocated.

0 1"
2 Esther Fager Cooper, The Genesis and Application of the Dawes

dct, " Unpublished M.A. Thesis, University of Iowa, 192k, 3k.

Slivid., 3-h.

Lo
““American State Papers, Indian Affairs, 11, 20-24,
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Not until 1887, in one of America's periodic displays of shame
the way she had treated minority groups, did the Lawes Severalty
incorporate the views of men who had long since passed away.bj It

ned many of the suggestions made earlier by Sibley and other

mericans concerned with justice for the Indiuan. The Dawes Severalty
provided that

...the President...be authorized, whenever in
bis opinicn any reservation or any part thereof
of such Indians is advantageous [or agriculture
and grezing purposes to cause said reservation
or any part thereoi, to be surveyed.?

‘act also stipulated that an Indian should be qualified to receive
& portion of such land when he hLad "adopted the habits of civilized

g." BSuch allotments were to consist of a guarter section, 160

28, and the govermment was to hold title to the land for a period
P twenty-five years "in trust for the sole use and benefit of the
lan to whom such an allotment shall have been mar.'ie."t’-'fJ

Congress passed the Dawes Severalty Act as the frontier period
48 American history was coming to a close., By then the government's
cy toward the Indians had demonstrated the accuracy of Sibley's
vations in 1820. The Indians had lost their lands, had become
pgers in their own country, and had become a frustrated and

despondent people with broken spirits.56

_ 5300ngresa passed the act on February 5, 1867. See Henry Steele
ager, Documents of American History, I (New York, 1962), 574-575.

Shbia., 574.

sslbid., TS

Ibid.
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Whether Sibley's recommendations in 1£€20 would have made a

fference in the tragic outcome of the Indians' confrontation with
land-hungry Americans, soon to be imbued with the spirit of

fi est Destiny, is a question that will never be answered. The few
iwoices that were lifted in behalf of the Indians in the early part of
the nineteenth century were soon to be drowned in the lamentations of
dndians being pushed from their hunting grounds into the country beyond
the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, in the noise of settlers moving
west, and in the sounds of all those who came to find their fortunes.

1

itfthe mid-1820's, Sibley himself, resigned to what he believed was

8 hopeless cause, urged the removal of the Indians to lands farther
éj-) and hoped that in the isolation of the vast plains they would be
free from white man's interference. He saw no alternative because of
the "growing up of civilization around him., "27

During the early part of 1817 Sibley visited St. Louis on

another business trip.sg

Again he wrote his brother an eloquent
iicount of the advancement and prosperity of the Missouri Territory.

On the trip he stopped off at Franklin in Howard County. Sibley
commented that towns like Franklin were being laid out in what had been
Yeorn fields a year ago.' Many of these new towns had larger and
better assortments of merchandise than "St. Louis contained"” when
8ibley had arrived there in 1805. St. Louis, he continued, would rival

‘any town in the West with the exception of New Orleans. Professional

‘people abounded in the territory. In this same letter, Sibley ruled out

57George C. Sibley to David Barton, January 10, 182k, Sibley Mss.

56 . _
’ George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, June 18, 1817, Sibley
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g possibility of going into merchandising with his brother and
=in-law because there was now too much competition from the
reased number of traders in British goods which had flooded the

parket since the end of the war. He still hoped that in a year or two

he would be in a position to discontinue his career as a govermment
jloyee and transfer his activities to a more profitable occupation.
The appearance of steamboats on the Missouri River provided
matic evidence of the continued extension of American activity in
¢ Missouri Territory. On December 2, 1818, John C. Calhoun, Secre-
y of War in President Monrce's cabinet, proposed the establishment
a military post at the mouth of the Yellowstone River or at some

table point to impress the Indians and British fur traders with the

5({

might and power of the United S‘tntes.)" To accomplish this plan, the
government contracted with James Johnson of Kentucky to transport
troops and provisions up the Missouri River in steambomts to the
selected site.éo Sibley favored the project, but his years of exper-
dence on the Missouri River prompted him to suggest that while steam-
boats might navigate the swift current of the Miscouri, they would have
'to be of "peculiar construction and have greater power than those used
515ewhgre.“6l

The expedition ccnsisted of three steamboats and a number of

boats. One steamboat, The Expedition, reactied Fort Usage on August 8,

Hivian K. Mclarty, "The First Steamboats on the Missouri,"
Missouri Historical Review, LI (July, 1957), 37h.

George C. Sibley to Sumuel H. Sibley, July 10, 181y, Sibley Mss.




150

.62 Plagued by a host of difficulties and mechanical breakdowns,

@ steamboats were abandoned. What a sight they must have been to the

Indians peering from behind trees and brush along the banks! The St.
Iouis Enguirer described one of the boats as a "huge serpent, black and
aly" and to the "eye of Ignorance" appearing as a 'monster of the
;p...smoking with fatigue and lashing the waves with violent exertion“63
Although the steamboats failed in carrying out their part of the expe-
dition, they had penetrated by river the wilderness beyond the
seissippi and had signaled by '"lashing waves' and "vomiting smoke'
the relentless advance of the white man's civilization.

Because of the rapidly changing economic picture evidenced even
‘at Fort Osage, Sibley's plans for the future began to crystallize. He
‘thought more and more of exchanging his life at the factory for a

ger as a farmer-merchant.6j+ He thought that a farm strategically
Jlocated along some major route where he could raise livestock, gardens
'and grain, and also build a saw mill and a grist mill, would enable
‘him to supply meat, flour, lumber, and other products to private
itraders, nearby military garrisons, and white immigrants pusting into
‘the country. The whole operation, he envisioned, could be handled from
‘his front door. To his brother he wrote

An outlet and good market, for vast quantities

of flour, pork, and whiskey, will exist for

many years to come among the numerous traders,
Garrisons, and on the Missouri above this,

_ 62H.P. Beers, The Western Military Frontier, 1815-1U46 (University
of Pennsylvania, 1935), 43.

638t. Louis Enguirer, June 16, 1819.
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George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, July 10, 1619, Sibley Mss,
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besides what may be sent below. As soon as

I get my stock farm, and mills going, I shall
hope to be able to furnish from 2 to 3 thousand
dollars worth of provisions.65

In the summer of 1819, Sibley began construction of a "rather

xtensive saw and grist mill" about a half-mile from Fort Osage,

tor and Indian agent at Fort Osage. In September, 181U, he made

pinary arrangements for a treaty with the Kansas Indians which

bley also kept Clark informed as to the plight of the Towas who had
ested him to present their protests against the govermment for

g away lands claimed by tnem.eL Sibley felt that the Iowas had

ién abused, and so he petitioned Clark to obtain an annuity of $500

Brly to compensate them. In his appeal to Clark, Sibley touched on

of the most complex problems associated with the acquisition of

651014,

661b1d.

67 ! _
Memorandum of a preliminary arrangement for the purchase and

e of lands on the 30th day of September, 1818 at Fort Osage be-

tween George C. Sibley, Agent of Indian Affairs for the United States,
ting in this matter under instruction of His Excellency Goverunor

i, on the one part, and the chiefs and Head Men of the Kansacs

Nation on the other part, Sibley Mss.

686eorge C. Sibley to William Clark, February 3, 16lY, Sibley




d from the Indians. Sibley wrote, 'The claims of our Indian Tribes

to lands are so extremely vague, and undefined, so conflicting and
fnitermixed, that I cannot conceive a much more difficult task than to
sign to each Tribe its proper limits."®Y

During the factory system's infancy the govermment had provided

them. From 1808 until its abandomnment during the War of 1812
Broops regularly were garrisoned at Fort Osage. At the outbreak of the

T0

War, sixty-three regular troops lived at the Fort. When Sibley went

e and also stationed there the command of Captain James Dorman of

the 8th Inran-t,ry.TZ During the year 1618 Colonel Arthur P. Hayne

‘western frontier. 13

In a letter to the Superintendent of Indian Trade, 181¢, Sibley
‘argued that it would be unwise to remove troops from the Fort because

white settlements in the vicinity could not protect themselves from

691014,

0
7 American State Papers, Military Affairs, I, 320.

TlKate L. Gregg, 'Sibley's Post at Arrow Rock,' Missouri Histor-

dcal Review, XXXIV (October, 1939), 1k1.

TEBeers , The Western Military Frontier, 38.

) 73Edgar B. Wesley, Quarding the Frontier: A Study of Frontier
afense from 1815-1825 (University of Minnesota Iress, 1935), 14O.
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e Indians. Sibley believed that soldiers were needed to control
Wild and lawless Indians, suppress riots, keep order, and prevent
. i

jrunsenness .
Despite Sibley's plea for continued military protection at Fort
i‘A:', the number of troops decreased in 1818 to forty-siy.'S When
‘the Yellowstone Expedition ascended the river in 1819, the garrison

consisted of twenty-two men. Fifteen of them were attached to the main

i@g_e going up the river, leaving only seven men to guard the i’actory.T6

2 all but disappeared. Joseph Fowler, who stopped off at Fort

g in 1822, reported that the garrison officially consisted of two

disarted [Eig? a few days ago and Carreyed [§1g7 off all his amention

;A1§7."77 A small force remained at the Fort until 1822, af'ter which

until 1827, at which time it was abandoned because of the founding of

Leavenworth farther west on the f'ro::a'c.ier.'?CJ

Following the War of 1812, a major threat to the continuance

b ThGeorge C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, February 2, 18619,
Sibley Mss.

75Wesley, Guarding the Frontier, 140.

76 -

i Order of August 29, 1019, Department Orders, 0ld Records
Division, Adjutant General's Office, National Archives.

77Quoted in Wesley, Guarding the Frontier, 140.

6
) The Adjutant General to Colomel John B. Barnes, March 2k, 19308,
Records of the Secretary of War, Record Group Y4, National Archives.




ing hostility from privately financed trade. Private traders,

blic monopoly" of the Indian fur trade, carried on a determined
fort to undermine and eventually eliminate the govermment's factory
ystem as a competitor.
Sibley had recognized the menace of private traders, and prior
%o his return to Fort Osage early in 1816 had urged his father-in-law,
Rufus Easton, territorial delegate from Missouri, to seek legislation
to "keep British Canada Traders out of our Gc:.turﬂ:.r,)r....'?'y In 1017
Clark wrote Sibley that he was convinced of the 'hostility of our
raders toward the F'ac:tories...."{jO McKenney also feared the

Ynfluence and power' of private traders, and felt that unless something
'was done to strengthen the hand and the position of the government
factors, "the factory must recede at last before the private traders."al

Private traders and fur companies opposed the factory system

arily for economic reasons. A small number of govermment workers
‘associated with the Indian factory system disliked the private traders,
but primarily for diplomatic and business reasons. "The factories are
not designed by the Govermment as sources of revenue, McKenney stated,
"but as means by which the Indians may be relieved and benefited, as

e
well in relation to their wants, as to their habits. ™ If private

erprise succeeded in wooing the Indians away from the factory, the

TQMary Easton Sibley to Rufus Easton, February 11, 1816, Sibley

80
William Clark to George C. Sibley, April Lk, 1817, Sibley Mss.

81
Thomas L. McKenney to Isacc Rawlings, May 27, 1617, Indian

‘frade Office, Letter Book D, Netional Archives.
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goverment would lose one of ils main means of controlling, mediating,
d handling Indian problems on the western froutier. It was oot

a matter of losing trade and money, it was a matter of losing
he Indians.

Sibley saw his role as a government factor in the larger frame-
work of trade and diplomacy. He once pictured the Indian factory

ém a5 a great lever "by which to alter and direct the policy and

19
e

gonduct of the Indians toward the United States.’ In his account

ions and dishonest conduct of white traders: 'The factory system
'Was designed to obviate this evi:l_."&‘t On another occasion he stated
that the government trader served as an official instrument to "govern
B8 distant Indian Tribes. '’

During the struggle between the factory system and private
lenterprise for the Indian's trade and allegiance, private enterprise
‘held a mumber of distinct advantages which it parlayed into a winning
jcombination. Private traders had access to superior goods which, in
most cases, were British. John Johnson, the factor at Prairie du
iChien and Sibley's close personal friend, had expressed the opinion

Bhat British goods were superior to American goods. = Matthew Irwin

it the Green Bay factory told McKenney that one of the major obstacles

& " :
F 3Quoted from Nettie T. Grove, Fort Osage, Annals of Kansas
City, I (October 3, 1921), 62-63.

. : | P
8+Br0uks, ed., "Sibley's Journal of a Trip to the Salines,’ 170,
85

e

Grove, '"Fort Osage,” 63.

6
John W. Johnson to Ceorge C. Sibley, April 20, 1C17, Sibley Mss.




successful operation of the factory system came from the necessity

using American-made trade goods.dT Sibley reported in 1818 the
peful note that he thought American gcods were imp'r'cn.rin__;.bé'i However,
goon thereafter the Indian Trade Office sent yarn to the Osage factor
fhich it described as the best "that could be had in the United States,
fear it will not please you."89 The private traders did not hesi-
té to spread such information about trade goods among the Indians,
;chough the latter were shrewd enough to see and feel the difference
for themselves. In his study of the Wisconsin fur trade Frederick
iWackson Turner argued that the superior goods of the private traders
Was one of the more significant advantages of private enterprise over
‘the factory system.{)o
McKenney also accused private traders and Cur companies of
‘attempting to interrupt as hinder the shlpment of trade goods to the
factories by bribing boat crews on the Ohio River. Their only interest,
he wrote Sibley, "is to shackle our policy.";l
In May, 1820, Sibley reported to McKenney that a group of Usage

Indians had come to him to demand payment of their annuity for 1020.

&7 ;
Gﬁatthew Irwin to Thomas L. McKenney, September 2., 1817, Sibley

88
George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, February 3, 1818,
American State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 363.

e ,
8"‘.Ji'ohnl W. Bronaugh to George C. Sibley, May U, 1018, Ora Peake,
fistory of the United States Indian Factory System, 53.
1 90Frederick Jackson Turner, 'The Character and Influence of the
Indian Trade," Johns Hopkins University Studies (Baltimore, 1C91).

1
R I Thomas L. McKenney to George C. Sibley, February 18, 18108,
Office of Indian Trade, Letter Book D, National Archives.
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ver, Sibley had refused to comply on the grounds that payment
‘not as yet due, that he had no instructions to change the time of
pent, and that the small number of Indians making the demand did
ot fairly represent the whole Osage Tribe. Angrily, the group
ed. According to Sibley, the incident resulted from 'an under-
ded scheme of a few traders who desired to discredit the United
tes govermment in the eyes of the lnuiaus.”pa In righteous indig-
pation, Sibley closed his communique to McKeuney with the dire pro-
phecy that

...1f those peddlers are not kept from among

the Indians, they will most inevit=ble, all

be totally ruined; cruel wars will be excited;

our frontier will bleed; and the wrelched

Indians crushed. Mark me, sir, these things

are near at hand.”3
Sibley, this was a clear-cut example of a deliberate attempt on the
part of private traders to interfere with the government's handling of
Indian affairs. As for the British traders, Sibley believed that they
‘made determined efforts to incite the Indians against American settlers
vand the govermment factories in order to protect their fur-trading
interests and to discourage the advance of American scttlement on the
‘western frontier.yh
Another advantage enjoyed by the private trader was his use

‘of ligquor in dealing with the Indians. Although this had been unlaw-

ful since 1802, private traders had been permitted to take small

_ Pgeorge C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, May 16, 1820,
‘American State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 363.

P31bid.
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? George C. Sibley to William Clark, February 2, 181Y%, Sibley Mss.
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guantities of whiskey into the Indian country for the use of their
yeea.gs Unprincipled traders, however, would use every drop in
mts and trade with the Indians. If caught abusing this privilege,
had to forfeit their trade licenses. G&ibley had been told by

8 of the tragic results of the liquor traffic with the Indians.
told him of seeing "among the Ottoes a great number of crippled and
ded in drunken frolics."96 Clark and Sibley agreed that the
traffic could only mean mischief because it would undermine the
plent policy of the govermment, bring misery to the Indians, and
ger their peace and safet;,’.w

In October, 1817, Clark, discouraged and troubled over the
jaereased liguor problem, requested Sibley to do all within his power
pieontrol it and also asked for any ideas he might have on how the
.c could be more effectively restrained. ©Sibley suggested that
n agents and commanding officers be authorized to search every
oat and pack train going into the Indian country for whiskey which
it be hidden in bales or packages; that traders violating regula-
‘s8hould have their licenses suspended; and that the military
iiould expel such men from Indian country.\

Government efforts to suppress the liquor traffic failled

jarily because private traders could easlly circumvent She law.

€ Some scholars have argued that illegal use of liquor by such

95
¢ Ibid.

96Ibid.
5"T‘\f:i.l.'l.ia.l‘n Clark to George C. Sibley, April 29, 1813, Sibley Mss.

guGeorge C. Sibley to William Clark, February 2, 181Y, Sibley
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en has been overemphasized in accounting for the economic decline of
he factory system,99 it did demoralize the Indians and lessened
government influence over them. Inability of govermment agents to
sontrol this illegal traffic constituted a major weakness of the
federal system of control.
Moreover, private traders were mobile, enabling them to go to
the Indians, rather than the Indians coming to them to trade, as they
had to do with the govermment factors.loo A standard history of the
factory system lists only two official accounts of factors making
among the Indians: Major George C. Sibley in 1811, and John
er of Natchitoches in lg17.lol When Sibley constructed a building

ZGJhouse Indians who visited his factory to trade during the winter

on, he undoubtedly had in mind the idea of offsetting the advanta-

102

§ of private traders in addition to the welfare ofltho Indians.
Private traders also werc often more experienced and sensitive
‘their relations with the Tndians. Sibley recognized this as early
1810 when, with only five years of experience as a govermment
factor, he noted that

Custom has established as a law with the Osages

a practice of soliciling from Traders and other
white people near them, espcoially public agents,

{dle] = = =
““Peake, History of the United States Indlan Factory System, 223.

Turner, "The Character and Influence of the Indiun Trade,".

101
Peake, History of the United States Indian Factory System,, 176.
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_ “OzThomas L. McKenney to George C. Sibley, Sceptember 2, 1816,
ley Mss.



small presents of tobacco, paint, vibbon,
calico, whenever strangers of distinction
visit them, when they are departing for or
Just returned from a2 hunt, whenever a prin-

cipal warrior dies or is killed in batile, as
private traders alwaye respect these gacred
customs, 1t would look 111 for the 1Inited

Btates factor to disregzard them, 103

private traders lived with the Indians and married among them.
Jny were energetic, not overly scrupulous, and given to menacing

105 s oot " :
Indian agents. Against this kind of competition, the small number
gf governument factors were unable to hold back the sweep of private
enterprise into the western frontier.

In one of the most scathing and sarcastic letlers Sibley ever
wrote, he denounced private traders as destroyers of the factory
'gystem which constituted the best possible defense for American
! ; ; g 2 106
settlers because it served to keep the Indians peaceful and friendly.
‘He predicted that if the factory system ceased %o operate, white
‘settlers would be at the mercy of savage Indians and the "hungry

107

traders." In Sibley's opinion, the latter cared nothing for the
settlers. They were willing to see property destroyed, families
murdered, and farms desolated as long as they had the right and freedom

%o pursue profits from the fur trade without interference from the

. United States Govermment. 'What is the bleeding scalp of an infant,"

103George C. Sibley to the Office of Indian Trade, July 1,
1810, Sibley Mss.

lol‘ L1} 1" ™
Turner, The Character and Influence of the Indian Trade," 97.

losMatthew Irwin to Thomas L. McKenney, September 29, 1617,

Sibley Mss.

lOGC;eongez- C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, April 16, 1819,
fmerican State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 362-363.

lOTIb id.




. " 100
pley asked, compared with the rich full fur of a beaver skin?

Bibley declared that American farmers as 'the pioneers of civiliza-
tion" would be doomed to destruction, desolation, and death on the
frontier if the govermnment abandoned the factory system and left the
iprivate iraders to their own selfish and evil designs, and Indians

b 109
0 their savage and untamed ways.

Sibley's views were included in the documents submitted to
United States Senate by the Committee on Indian Affairs in 10622
Rien Congress was considering the question of whether to continue or
‘abolisn the factory systcm.ljo Thomas Hempstead, an opponent of the
Wactory system, rebutted Sibley's portrait of the private traders as

gistorted, unwarranted, and unfair. He accused Sibley of a 'bold
L]

Misanity" to have made such statements. The "arrogance' of Sibley

prhaps a4 company of United States troops to guard him and who never
) . ) el

B88W the smoke o!' a hostile gun during the war.

As opposition to the factory system continued to mount in high
iplaces and private traders continued to Jure Indians away from the

gactories, Sibley recognized more clearly the frailty of the system.

@iting to McKenney in 1819, he granted that the system deserved much

Lloﬁu11er:lce.n State Pavers, Indian Affairs, II, 362-363.

1 O F
'j‘L'I'hcqnas Hempstead to Jolm C. Calhoun, 1622, quoted in Louis

ik, 4 History of Missouri, III (Chicage, 1508), 1k9.




Bf the criticiam it had received, but, considerin; the limited support

filiad been given, 'it was amazing that it had achieved as much as it
;jj"lle In his opinion, for the factory system to operate effectively
fhe conduct of the private traders must be regulated, Congress must

be more decisive and extend the system beyond a year at a lime, more

ds must be appropriated, and more protection must be given.

y's assessment of the system in 101y was that 1t "was no more

dike a system than the yells of an Indian are like music. "3
After 1820 the factory system deteriorated rapidly despite
enney's ambitions to establish eight additional fa:tories.llh
Byidence of the system's breakdown can be seen in Sibley's pitiful
uest for funds to renew and to replace some of the buildings at
Fort Cumge.n5 McKenney responded by stating that he would authorize
10 such expenditures until Congress acted in regard to the extension
of the system. In the meantime, McKenney instructed Sibley to nail

on boards and to prop up the buildings to keep them from falling down.
Ufhis is one of the evils of keeping the system but partially alive,
iRrote the Superintendent of Indian Trade, "and then only from year to

w116

year.

12 - (8L
George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenmney, April 16, 1819,
can State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 362-3G3.
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In March, 1822, the 17th Congress in its first session con-~
id the termination of the Indian Factory System. Congress

117

ftudied documents submitted by the Committee on Indian Affairs and

prepared by John C. Calhoun listing the number of agents, their
msation, and the amount of money put into the hands of each Super-

ntendent of Indian Affairs since January 1, 1620, 118 Congress listened

Lo the powerful voice of Thomas Hart Benton and also felt the pressure

8 fur-trading lobbies. In the ensuing investigation, opponents

the factory system presented many arguments. They spoke of the

al burden on the treasury, accused factors of losing control and

luence over the Indians, and deplored govermment competition with

yate traders. They pictured factors as growing rich in government

pice, and they claimed that defenders of the system had grossly

Maggerated misbehavior by private traderu.l"y On May 6, 1822,

2868 voted to abolish the factory system and to authorize the

sldenl of the United States to appoint a Superintendent of Indian

Affairs West of the Mississippi whose residence would be in St. LOuis.lQU

ifhe Osage Trading house closed on June 3, 1822, although a financial

121
punting did not take place until later in the year.

313
*1Tsee American State Fapers, Indian Affairs, IT, 326-35L.

. l*aJ'ohn C. Calboun, Report on the Indian Department, April 11,
1822, Executive Papers, 17th Congress, lst Sesuion, VI.

a 7Documentary material on the Factory Cystem presented by
ae Hart Benton is found in American State Papers, Indian Affairs,

2]
“ofrice of Iniian Trade, Fort Osage Indian Trade Pile,
Seplember 30, 1023, Natlonal Arcliives.




Since his return to Fort Osage in 1816, Sibley had been aware
@t the Indian Factory System was a failing institution and had

. . 122

ed himself for its eventual demise. It came, therefore,
0 traumatic experience to find himself after seveanteen years in

vernment's service and at the age of forty with his career cut

beneath him. Before the doors of the factory were closed he had

hased land near the Fort and had made plans teo launch a new career

an independent farmer.

_ 122George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, January 14, 1816,
ey Mss.




CHAPTER VIII

HANDS TO THE PLOW




After twenty-six years, the Indian Factory System on the
o » v J
gstern frontier passed away. Hiram Martin Chittenden in his

g8ic study of the American fur trade of the far west concluded

it the system as conceived would have succeeded. Instead he

ued, "The government did not have the courage of its convictions.
ghould huve taken the field to 1bself...”l It temporized by
granting licenses to privale traders, many of whom were "irresponsi-
band frequently lawless, and then entered the field ouly as a com~
dtor. This fatal error deprived "the govermment of the power to
out its better ideas, and at once degraded it to the standards
business employed against 1t."

As a competitor for the Indian fur trade, the factory system
4t8 latter stages could not match the private traders who enjoyed
8 number of telling advantages. When the factory syster ended, ouly

factories were still in existence and were trying to compete

Financial records kept by the various factories from 1816 to
ghowed an overall decline in the amount of furs and peltries
Bandled. The factory at Prairie du Chien in 1010 collected $24,375.55

_ : N , , . .
i of furs and peltries. Business at thal same factory by 1U21

1
Hiram M. Chittenden, The American Fur Trade of the Far West

$3Wols., I (New York, 1935), 1L.

2
Ibid., 16.

3George Dewey Harmon, Sixiy Years of Indian Affairs, 1764-1850,
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> At Chickasaw Bluffs in 1616 factory

had dropped to $6,317.41
business amounted to $11,670 &4, but by 1821 that factory no longer
g;_;:j,st,ecl.6 Business at the Chicago factory dropped from $4,:4%6.00 in
1817 to $329.9% by 1621.7 A very dramatic decrease can be seen in the
récords of Fort Osage. In 1816, the first year after its re-establish-
ment, the Osage factor recorded business totaling $’{,‘)U;f.2t:.':' This
fncreased to $19,445.22 in 1618, a peak year in sales, but had
dropped off to a mere $1,566.6k4 by 1621.7 The only factory in the
gystem which continued to show a substantial gain in the sale of furs
peltries was Choctaw, which reached its peak in lt;E_"JL.Jb By then
ithe private traders elsewhere had 'taken the field for themselves.'
One of the pointed argvments against the factory system in 1822 was
‘that economically it had become a drain on the public ;;urse.ll
However, the most compelling reason the factory system came Lo
end was because it was not designed to serve Lhe ambitious
{oterests of the new masters, American expansion and private enter-

prise William Clark, in a letter to the Secretary of War in 1826,

‘touch on this when he wrote

Tbid., 352.
61bia., 208.
TIbid., 352.
S1bia., 208.
Ibid., 352
10

loid
Ibid., 326-354; William N. Chambers, 0ld Bullion Beaton,
Benator firom the New West (Boston, 1996), 110-111
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The events of the last twenty-two or three years,
from General Wayne's campaign in 1794, to the end
of the operations against the southern tribes, in
18148, bave entirely changed cur position with
regzard to the Indians. Before tnese events, the
tribes nearest our settlements were a formidable
and terrible enemy; since then, their power has
been broken, their war-like spirit subdued, and
themselves sunk into objects of pity and commiser-
ation. While strong and hostile, it has been our
obvious policy to weaken them; now that they are
weak and harmless, and most of their lands fallen
into our hands, justice and humanity reguire us
to befriend and cherich them.l2

As long as the Indians were 'strong and hostile,” the govern-

ment faclbory system through its trade could "keep peace," govern the
distant trives, and gain their confidence. Now that they had become
"weak and harmless," no longer a roadblock to the thrust of American
expansion ana the sweep of private enterprise, the factory system
had lost its purpose. In the ensuing years Sibley aligned himself
with the new forces which were shaping the course of American history.
Once the decision had been made to discard the f'loundering
Tactory system, the government acted with haste. George Graham
received appointment as Superintendent of Indian Trade, replacing
T. L. McKenney, with responsibility for terminating the affairs of
the factory system. He selected eight special agents, one for each
factory, to liguidate its business. Samuel Blount was assigned to
Fort Os&ge.l3
Blount was also made responsible for closing out the Marais de

Cygnes factory. 1In 1820 a deputation of Osage Indians had visited

12 _
William Clark to James Barbour, March 1, 1626, American State
Papers, Indian Affairs, 1I, 653; Harlow Lindley, '"William Clark-the
Indian Agent, ' Proceedings of the Mississippi Valley Historical
Association (1907-1209), II, 65.
1
jﬁggzgrgg State Papers, Indian Affairs, I1 514.




Washington to ask for a factory to be established farther south Lhan

Fort Osage, and thus resulted in the govermment creating a btranch fac-
tory of Fort Osage on the Marais de Cygnes River in September, 1@20.lu
At first, Sibley made reports for both the main factory and ite branch,

with Paul Baillio serving as assistant at Marais de Cygnes. By 1022,

however, the branch factory had become an independent operation and

Baillio was receiving a full factor's salary. ” According to Peake,
branch factories were not encouraged, and only Fort Osage and Fort
Madison ever had branr_-nes.l

The final liquidation of the factory system showed that Prairie
du Chien carried the largest inventory ($52,0k1.77) at the time the
system was abolished, followed by Fort Osage (§26,015.77) and Green
Bay ($22,521.25).1T Of the existing factories, Fort OUsage had the
highest value of buildings ($6,203.00). The buildings of the branch
factory at Marais de Cygnes were included in this figure. Prairie du
Chien was second ($h,598.00).la The records show that in the amount
of sales of furs and peltries, Fort Osage, from Lhe time of its
founding to 1812, and again from 1816 to its abandonment, was consistent-

ly in the top three. Over a four-year period (1U16-181y) Fort Osage

exceeded any other port in Lhe value of furs and peltries collected.ld

L4 . '
““ora Peake, History of the lndian Factory OSystiem, 23.

15

16
Ibid.

Ibid.

i
7American State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, S1k.

18
Ora Peake, History of the Indian Factory System, 32.

li.
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American State Papers, 11, 200.
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On June 3, 1622, Fort Osage was closed and a final inventory
. was made on November 22, 1022:

Merchandise on hand, furniture, tools, etc.
-$17,60y.25
Furs, peltries, dressed skins, Tallow, .
&e f.u2
Buildings . .00
Outstanding debts owed to post....$4,105.00
Cash advanced $ 7162.72
Total..... $32,366.79 €0

Blount made arrangements for the furs, valued at $2,033.32, Lo
ve sent to St. Louis from where they were forwarded to New Orleans and

sold at public auction. They brought $1,200.03, a loss on the sale of

21
$744.16. Indian goods left over in the various factories were sent

to St. Louis or New York to be sold &t auction. William Clark

sugegested that some of the goods ve used as Indian presents or scold to

22 The factory vuildings at Chicago and

private traders on credit.
|

on the Arkansaes and Red Rivers were sold.“j The others were retained

for use by military units still stationed in their vicinity.

According to the Indian Trade Office and Sibley's own assess-

ment of his years as Osage factor, his post made a net profit of

2OIbiu., 514. "When the Osage factory was closed, one hundred
eighty-six Indians among the Creat Osages, Liittle Usage, Kansas and
Missouri Indians had contracted debts at a branch of the Osage factory,
located at Marais des Cygnes." From Peake, History of the Indian
Factory System, 222.

2l

‘American State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 51Y.

Ezwilliam Clark to George Cranam, December 18, 18622, American
State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 530.

231p14., 532.
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. 24 " '
54l .61 . In 1832, ten years after his departure from the factory
system, Sibley wrote

...a8 an Agent of the Indian Trade at Fort Osage
from October 1, 1808 to June, 1822 during which
time I conducted entirely on Public Account a very
large establishment, requiring expensive buildings,
the aid of assistants, Clerks, Interpreters and
ILabourers, and necessarily involving a, great ex-
pense for contingencies innumerable. On closing
this establishment, and settling all its accounts
it appears from the Booxs that there was a net
profit to the United States of $25,544.61 after
salary and subsisteunce as allowed by law. This is
exclusive of the profits arising from the sale of
Furs and Peltries taken in at the establiskment.
What that profit was 1 have no means of ascertiain-
ing exactly, but I am sure it cannot be less than
$16,000 after deducting all expenses of transporta-
tion, commissions, losses, etc At any rate, 1 may
say, very safely, that the whole nel gain of the
Osage Trading House, is not less than $h3,uoo.d5

On this basis Sibley reasoned that since ne had been pald

HH‘,OOO for his services to Lhe goveromment, he had been responsible

26

the government clearing $31,000. From the record, it seems

elear that the Osage Trading House under Sibley's directiou had made
8 profit for the goverument, had been among the top three factories
in volume of trade, and had been located in a key area among the
ndians on the western frontier. On December 31, 1822, Sibley also
resigned as Sub-Indian agent at Fort Osage, thus ending his long

in the government service.27

1 2thrt Osage, September 30, 1823, Office of Indian Trade,
National Archives.

25Sibley's Diary, June 4, 1832, Sibley Mss.

26Ibid.

Sl Department of War to George C. Sibley, June 5, 1623, Sibley
Mss.
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For a period of seventeen years (1805-1822), Sibley had been

B R

one of a number of competent and experienced povermment factors.

Among these were Matthew Irwin, Jacob Varuum, John Johnson, Joan John-
ston, John B. Treat, and Isacc Rawlings.zd Along with the Superin-
tendent of Indian Trade, transportation agents, assistant factors,
clerks, interpreters and other employees, the factors were nineteenthn-

century organizational men working within and representing a govern-

ment agency designed to keep peace with the Indians and to secure
their (riendship.

Sibley commenced his career at the bottom of the organization
as an assistant factor at Fort Bellefontaine. For two years Roger
Tillier, an experienced factor, trained him in the duties of the
system. ©Sibley impressed his superior officers and they rewarded nim

with the opportunity to build and Lo manage his own factory among the

o

Osage Indians in western Missouri. Before Sibley left Washington in
1805 to assume his new responsibilities, John Mason, the Superintendent
of Indian Trade, instructed him in the policies and functions of the
factory syutanAay Although Sibley manifested on numerous occasions

a very aggressive nature, a driving ambition, and definite ideas,

there is no evidence that he ever knowingly disregarded the regulations

of the factory system.

28310graph1cal sketches of some of the leading factors can be
found in Peake, The History of the Indian Fuctory System.
e

9John Mason to George C. Sibley, May 27, 1808, Carter, ed.,
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-181k, x1v, 1865-187.




170

b 2k ‘
5kl .61 . In 1532, ten years after his departure from the factory
ystem, Sibley wrote

...as an Agent of the Indian Trade at Fort Osage

from October 1, 1808 to June, 1822 during which

time I conducted entirely on Public Account a very

large establishment, requiring expensive buildings,

the aid of assistants, Clerks, Interpreters and

Labourers, and necessarily involving a great ex- .
pense for contingencies inoumerable. On closing
this establislment, and settling all its accounts
it appears from the Books that there was a net
profit to the United States of $25,5L4L.61 after
salary and subsistence as allowed by law. This is
exclusive of the profits arising from the sale of
Furs and Peltries taken in at the establishment.
What that profit was 1 have nc means of ascertain-
ing exactly, but I am sure it cannot be less than
$16,000 after deducting all expenses of transporta-
tion, commissions, losses, etc. At any rate, I may
say, very safely, that the whole net gain of tge
Osage Trading House, is not less than $h3,000.‘5

On this basis Sibley reasoned that since he had been paia

ﬁﬁ?,OOD for his services to Lhe government, he had been responsible

' 26

for the government clearing $31,000. From the record, it seems

ear that the Osage Trading House unuer Sibley's direction had made

a profil for the govermment, had been among the top three factories

volume of trade, and had been located in a key area among the
Indians on the western frontier. On December 31, 1822, Sibley also

resigned as Sub-Indian agent at Fort Osage, thus ending his long
27

areer in the government service.

3 Ethrt Osage, September 30, 1823, Office of Indian Trade,
National Archives.

25

26Ibid.

Sibley's Diary, June 4, 1832, Sibley Mss.

27Department of War to George C. Sibley, June 5, 1823, Sibley
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o e
B eantorts of civilization at Fort Ossge and elsewhere on the
Ematier to every possible extent. This urge for comfort and bhis

haughty manner at times offended frontiersmen and common

goldiers but seem not to have seriously damaged or underminded the

gk in which he engaged. As an organizational man, he fitted him-

BBLE into the work of the faclory system, and ne urged the goveriment
EaRexpand and ‘mprove the system of dealing with the Indians still
BOPe in the period when the factory system wa g, desliroyed by it
Bpetitors and enemies.” By doing ro, he stood with other govern-
gent acentc and missionaries who sought to mak o westwurd movemeul
@imore orderly jrocess in whi istice wonl derate unbridled
phersonal [reed.

In Cctober, 1822, Sibley took his first step in private

fm’ﬂimj venture by endorsing nnies signed by the

D
J&

"ﬂas elected governor of Missouri in 143b6. Well acquainted with the

141G
Ly

0 =
3 George C. Sibley to Thomas L. McKenney, April 16,
Mmerican State Papers, Indian Affairs, II, 362-363.

1
_ From a statement prepared by George C. Sibley for the United
States Coverument, June 1, 1832, Sibley Mss.

32
Lyman T..
(San Fraun:!

T =4~ -
History

almer,

of Napa and iake Countles,

S0,

liompany agreeing to pay the United Stotes Govermament {4,782.00 on
jne &, 1623 for the remaining stock of Indian ods fort Osage.
ERter. hc becime liable Tor an additional 59,000 .50, ) be paid on
B30, 1524, The new tradia. compaay consisted bie Paul
BRt11i0, and Lilburn W. Doggs, Sibley's Corme i Fort

: 31

iP8age .~ Boy:s, Kentuckian, had migrated to Franklin, Micsouri Al
ithe fallure the uew tradin mpany, Boggs moved Lo Ji son Counly

California
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Psage Indians, stocked with an ample inventory of Iudian goods, and
experienced in trade and barter, these ueun embarked upon what appeared
to be a profitable trade venture.
In addition to his involvement in the private fur trade in the
learly 1020's, Sibley intensified his efforts as a farmer. Before the
collapse of the Fuctory system, Sibley had invested in land in the
ivicinity of Fort Osage. 1In the fall of 1620 Sibley took a New Madrid
elaim on 320 acres of Jackson County land, Sections 34 and 35, Range
30, Township 51.33 He also added 640 acres in Lilliard County, later
called Lafayette County, Sections 24 and 26, Township 50 North 34
Sibley began erecting a dwelling house a mile west of the Fort in the
sumer of 1820. He informed Heury Atkinson that his new residence,
‘which he called Fountain Cottage, would provide more comfort for his
family than did the factory'building.js In 1624 he owned five slaves,
five mares, & jennet, & pony, and thirty head of cattle.36 Thus, he
lost little time in expanding his agricultural activities following
the termination of his governmenti service.

Sibley displayed a marked interest in suggestions for agricul-
tural improvements. He filled his private papers with newspaper

c¢lippings and notations from farm journals on various agricultural

33George C. sibley to Beverly Allem, October 25, 1{29, Sibley
Mss.

3hTax list for lafayette County, 1823, Sibley's Common Place

Book, February 2, 1824, Sibley Mss.

BBHBnry Atkinson to Secretary of War, November 23, 1820, Carter,
ed., The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1815-1021, XIV, 671-672.

36Thx list for Lafayette County, 1823, Sibley's Common Flace
Book, February 2, 1824, Sibley Mss.
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Bopics. For example, Sibley clipped items on how to produce betier
fruit and on the mwechanics of building a worm fence. He also noted

the dangers and hardships confronting prairie farmers. Livestock

eded constant attention and feeding. Dry grass ignited by a flash
iof lightning or by smouldering campfires could turn the prairie iato
‘a roaring inferno. Destructive insects could plague the uuunhryside.jT
On one occasion, while digging in his garden, Sibley found
masses of grasshopper eggs. 'Wishing to satisfy myself," he wrote,
'as to what they will produce," he filled a glass pitcher with dirt,
jposited the eggs., and proceeded Lo note tneir halching. From his
‘experiment, he concluded that it behooved the farmers in the area
“ii-pitch their crops earlier than common, that Lhey may be oul of
reach of the grasshoppers when Lhey assemble to lay their eggs in
@Qpﬁember.”3b

Sibley grew and experimented with a variety of fruits and
yegetables, a practice which he was to folluw throughout his life as
'8 Missouri farmer. He kept a careful record of his plantings,

graftings, and transplants in his garden and nursery. He ordered

had been planted. He experimented with different varieties of apples,

ears, crab apples, plums and nectarines. The journal, American Farmer,

g 37Sibley's Common Place Book, April 28, 1621 and January 1, 1820,
Sibley Mss.

3P1vid., February 27, 1821.




came regularly to his home and from it he coften quoted. He butchered

and smokecured beef, pork, and venison.>”

By the summer of 1624 the Paul Baillio Company was virtually
bankrupt, having met with one reversal after another until its
cause appeared hopeless. The price of furs had dropped drastically.
Boggs informed Sioley in July, 1624, that furs and peltries exportea
by them to St. Louis had brought low prices, that half of them had
not been sold, and had no "probability of being sold for anything
near their presenl value there being no competioion."ho The
unsettled state of the Osage Indians did not help matters, as well as
the fact that the company had lost many of' its furs and peltries from
damage and robberies.hl

Already in debt and faced with a trading venture on the verge
of ruin, Sibley's financial situation became desperate. The govern-
ment began to put pressure on him to pay for the goods he had
purchased in 1622. However, all he could do in 1824 was to secure
the debt by the inventory of stock in trade and the of'f'er of his own
property: "...the debt shall be secured...," he wrote, "if 1 have to
Reduce myself to beggary.“hg He added, however, that he bhoped Lhe
government would not force him to this. In the years immediately
ahead Sibley's debt to the United States Government bothered nim
greatly, and undoubtedly stimulated his efforts to find more profita-

ble lines of activity.

391bid., March n.d., 1625.
Lo

Lilburn W. Boggs to George C. Sibley, June 30, 1824, Sibley Mss.
“Loegrge C. Sibley to George Graham, July 12, 1624, Sibley Mss.

2
Ibid.
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A return to government service appealed to him as one possible

‘golution to his financial problems. When the U. 5. House of Repre-
‘gentatives passed a bill in April, 1624, for the appointment of an
Indian agent at or near Fort Osage, a friend informed Sibley that if
the Senate approved the bill he would be recommended for the post.
Sibley's hopes for a new assigument rose. Deeply hurt and disap-
pointed when he did not receive the appointment, Sibley wrote to his
former superior, T.L. McKenney, that he supposed "some improper

b
influence had been excited against him. 3

In hies letter to McKenny,
Sibley did not indicate the possible source of opposition, but his
spirited defense of the Factory system back in 1622 may have resulted
in a few powerful enemies who enjoyed defeating his attempt to secure
a govermment position.

At about the same time, Senator lavia Barton of Missouri, in

a half-hearted letter to John C. Calhoun, recommended Sibley for a
mission to be organized to restore peuce and commerce with Indians on
the upper Missouri In his letter of recommendation, Barton "presumed

Sibley was well gualified to do the Jou.”hh

Calhoun by-passed Sibley
and entrusted the mission to General H. Atkinson and Ben O'Fallon,
wen with equal experience in Indian affairs and more palatable to
those who bad opposed the Factory system.hb At every turn, Sibley's

efforts to find ways of increasing his income seemed to end in

frustration.

#30eorge ©. Stbley to T.L. MoKennsy, n.d., 182k, Sibley Mes.

lm!ﬁl&l\rid Barton to John C. Calhoun, May 26, 1824, Sibley Mss.

h)lnvia Barton to George C. Sibley, June 2, 1624, Sibley Mss.




176

While Cibley retained a lively interest in Indian affairs, he

bégan to see Indians not as a govermment facior committed to their
mell-being, but rather as an 'independent farmer’ who had come to the
estern frontier to settle. In January, 1624, Sibley asked Senstor
irton to use his influence to procure an appropriation of money for

"extinguishment of tne Indian Title to the land claimed by the

a8 Indians on the south siue of' the Missouri within the bounds
of the state." In a clear, precise manuner, Sibley argued that the
and was like a garden, with good soll, natural advantages, and great
ipossibilities. He further stated that the white setilers were
lanxiously waiting to move into the area once ii was vacated by the
f_Indians. He also pointed out that the Indians were ready to sell.
In fact, in a ‘ater letter to Barton Sibley declared that the
‘Indians had all but abandoned the land because they Lelieved that in
8 Bhort time it would belong to the United States. Sivley urged
iBarton to act with haste because if the govermment failed to purchase
ithe land legally and fairly, squatters, "homeless wanderers," and
8emi-saveges would occupy it anyway. He capped his arguments with the
danguage of the civilized expansionist who saw God's work in creating
@ land "designed for use of civilized man." The savages had not made
good use of the land, and thus, had betrayed unature. 'For myself,'
lie ¢losed his letter, "I assure you sir I have no other interest in

this matter than as one setliled iu the country and who feels a desire

h ’ ) ) . i

o bee Something like civilized Soclety grow up arcund bhim. ¥

ke ~ .saio v . O e
George C. Sibley to Duvid Barton, January 10, 182k, Sibley

Mes.




The goverument did purchase the land from the Kansas Indians
& I

(h 1625, but the treaty failed to satisfy the land-hungry white

migrants. People began to occupy even the land reservea for the

by

Kansas, a treaty viclation which Sibley called to General Henry
fitkineon's attention in 1825:

I deem to inform you that Several Persons have moved
over the line in the Territory of ihe Kansas, and
are ereclLing Houses and clearing land there-many
others talk of following and I am apprehensive that
the movement will be pretty extensive unless it is
immediately checked uy the govermmenb. I give you
this informalion this early to Save you an increase
of trouble in the discharge of an unpleasant duty,
and tc Save from great loss and Ruiu many of those
poor aund indiscreet People, who in despite of
every friendly warnlug appear to be determined on
Settling with their families in the Kunsas terri-

tory.

Mlthough his letter concerned the welfare of wuite settlers moving iaoto
Morbidden land, there remeined in the mind of Lue retired factor a
geésire Lo see the treaty with (he Indians upheld by the United States
Governnent .

At mid-decade in the 102C's, Sibley was deeply troubled and

beset by discouragements. His career in the govermment's service had

IOn September 30, 1818, Sibley drew up preliminary arrange-
ments for the purchase and sale of lands of the Kansas Nation, acting
under the instructions of William Clark. Iuo this draft, Sibley pro-
vided for the land that was brought into guestlon by his letter to
David Barton, January 10, 1824. The final treatly, however, was not
effected until 1825. Article I 'ceded to the United States all lands
lyiog within the state of Missouri." Article II provided for a
“peservation for the use of the Kansas Natiun of Indians shall be made
of a tract of land...from the cession" described in the treaty It
was the reservation of land to which Sibley referred in nis letter to
General Henry Atkinson. (American State Papers, Indian Affairs, II,

569. )

L3
George C. Sibley to General Henry Atkinson, February 20, 1825,
Sibley Mss.
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seemingly come to an end. His efforts to secure another governmental
position had come to nothing. His healtn was not robusi and his debt
of over $14,000 to the govermment remained unpaid. The magnitude of
that debt can best he understood when one realizes that the highest
salary he had ever received from the govermment was $L300 a year. As
4 man in his early forties, retired from a position that he had held
for a period of fifteen years, involved in efforts to launch a new
gareer in farming, and saddled with a huge debt, Sibley faced a sit-
uation that would have tried the energies of men much younger. And
0 add Lo his miseries, in the election year of 1824 he backed the
presidential candidate who lost, Henry Clay.h9

While Sitley labored on at Fountain Cottage, freiting about
his problems, and measuring Lhe mountains of affliction which seemed
to block his way Lo economic prosperity and personal fulfillment,
another man, Thomas Hart Benton, Senator from Missouri, had been
contemplating a "highway between nations,” a road that would cross
the prairies, pass through the Indian country, ford the rivers and
streams, bend around the mountains, and link the western frontier of
Missour! with Santa Fe in Mexico, thus stimulating commercial travel
that would profit both the United States and Mexico.s Benton's
dream became the means by wilch Sibley returned to goverunent service.
The Road 1o Santa Fe would, !u time, alsc enable Sibley to find nis

Way to Flnancial stability.

lp¢s
"Missouri Intelligencer, August 24, 1024

50 i yis ;
MCliambers , Old Bullion Beutoun, 12(-120.




CHAPTER IX

THE ROAD TO SANTA FE




Barly in 1824 Senator Thomas Hart Benton, chairman of the Senate
‘Committee on Indian Affairs, presenteu to Congress petitions from his
fellow Misscurians on the subject of trade between Missouri's western
frontier and Santa Fe and the Mexican provinces. These petitions,
‘according toc Dr. Kate L, Gregy, were largely inspired by Senator
-E_enton.1 Alexander McNair, governor of Missouri, also communicated
wWith the Secretary of War, outlining for him the benefits which would

2
result from an active trade with Mexico.© Oun May 12, 1824, John
‘Bcott, the representative from Misgouri, offered a resolution thatb
the President be requested to make known all correspondence and

material he had received related Lo trade with Mexico by way of Danta

Fe.3

lhuhe L. Grety, The Road to Santa Fe (University of New Mexico
Press, 1952), 3. Dr. Kate L. Gregy late professor of English lan-
puase and Lilerature at Lindeawood Collepe, EL. Charles, Missouri,
devoted many hours in her scholarly pursuils to George C. Sibley,
the weslern lroutier, and related subjects. Before her untimely
death, it may well have been Dr. Gregg's intention to put in book form
the vast amount of materiml she had gathered sc meticulously and care-
fully on the avove subjecis. From her research, however, Lhere
resulled a number of articles and two books, Wesiward with Dragoons
'(Ovid Bell Press, 137), and The Road to Santa Fe. Ia tne first LOOK
she edited the Journal of William Clark's expedition to establisn
Fort Osage. In The Road to Santa Fe she edited the Journals and
Diaries of Georpe C. Sibley aund others pertaining to the surveying
and marking of a road from the Missouri frontier Lo the setilements
of New Mexico, 1825-1827. This book represents an exhaustive study of
‘the events leauing up to the survey, of those invulved, and of their
‘experiences on the road to Santa Fe. Photostatic copies of thne mater-
ial used in the book can be found in the Sibley Mss., Missouri
Historical Society of St. Louis, Missouri. Anyone desiring to know
the full and complete story of the survey must turn to these materials
or to Dr. Gregg's book. In the preparation of this chapter, I am
greatly indebted to the invaluable work she perforued in the editing
of The Road to canta Fe.

s ]
“Debates and Proceedings of the Congress of the United States,
18th Congress, lst Session (Washington, 1&56), 2703.

jGregL. The Road to Santa Fe, 3.

L2
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Throughout the autumn of 182k, petitiouers continued to seek

or the right of ummolested passage, a designaied route, treaties

ith hostile Indians, and a military post and lndian agency to Le
established at the intersection of the Arsansas River and the 'pro-
posed route."L Cn January 2k, 1825, Missouri Senator Lavid Barton
informed Abiel Leonard that he had presented a petition f'rom Eoone
County, Missouri on the subject of where military outposts should be
founded along the road to fanta Fe.?

It took Benton a year to lay the groundwork for "the highway
between nations." He had educated his constituency, pressured his
colleagues, and convinced many congressmen of the vital need for such
a road. On January 3, 10825, Benton presentea to the United States
Senate a paper which he had received rrom ,nupustus Storrs, who had
furnished answers to twenty-two guestions raised by Benton concern-
ing the Santa Fe trade.é Storrs had migrated i{rom New Hampshire to
Franklin, Missouri, where he became the postmaster. In May-June,

1824, Storrs visited Santa Fe. According to the Missouri Intelli-

gencer's report of his trip, it was like "a romance Lo hear of
caravans of men, horses, and wagons traversing with their merchan-
dise the vast plains which lie between the Mississippi and the Rio

del Norte.”r In the same story, the Intelligencer may have hit

hMissuuri Intelligencer, January 25, ld25.

’David Barton to Abiel Leonard, January 24, 1625, Leonard
Collection, State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri.

6See Senate Documents, No. T, 1ldth Congress, 2nd Session; F.F.
Stephens, 'Missouri and the Santa Fe Trade,’' Missouri Historical
Review, X, 241; Chambers, 0ld Bullion Bentou, 127: Ures:, The Road
To Sanua Fe, li-5. . e ey

Missouri Intellisencer, February ¢, LU«
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g0lidly what really motivated Benton and otuers in uieir quest for

the road when it stated that the Santa Fe irade wmight be seen as
"the extension of America's invincible citizens.'S 'I'race and
expansion were twin bedfellows in American develoment for years Lo
come. The Storrs article was added t¢ material Lo be perused by the
Senate and the Committee on Indian Affairs.

On January 11, 1825, the Committee un Indien Affairs made its
report on the proposed survey. Four days later, Benton introduced
8 bill in the Senate authorizing a commission to mark z road from
Missouri to the Mexican border and on to Santa Fe. His bill also
provided funds for the project and for necessury treaties with the
Indians to assure peaceful travel through their Lt‘:r:'r.ir.c,ur'_-;..-'r The
surveying party was to consist of three commissioners, a clerk, a
surveyor, two chain carriers, six laborers, and rifteen riflemen for
guard and hunting duty. The tiree commissioners were Lo ve paid at
the rate of eight dollars per day, and were glven authority to select

3 i & LO
vhe other members of their expeaition.

] ; i T 1 S
The Senate passed Benton's bill by a4 vote of 30-12. 4 Conf'i-
dent that the House of Representatives would concur, Benton wrote Lhe

Missouri Intelligencer that he believea the ariicle by Augustus Storrs

°Tbid.

9George C. Sibley to Owen Simpson, May 1, 125, Sibley Mss.;
Chambers, Old Bullion Benton, 120; Gregg, I'he Road o Santa Fe,
214-216.
10
Thomas Hart Benton to the Edltor, Missourl lutellligencer,
January 25, 1025 in Missouri Intelligeucer, March 1, 1025.

11
Chambers, Old Bullion Beutou, 120.
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had provided the "solid foundation of fact wost instrumental in the

; P v G gal e dhal REA
successful passage of the bLill. After House approval of the bill,
President James Monroe added his signature on March 3, 1629%. However,

selection of the three commissiocners fell to Mouroe's successor,

President John Quincy Ad me .52

Undoubtedly, Sibley had followed tae progress of Benton's

legislative efforts to obtain a survey cof Lne oaula Pe road. He

regularly subscrived to Niles' Register and tae Missouri Intelligencer,

both of which carried reports conceruing Benton's work and about the

proposed road. Storr's report haa appeared in Jiles' Register, and

the Missouri Intelligencer contuined news aboul companics and caravans
on their way to and from Santa F=. One such item read:

A company of five persons, of which he (& Mr.
Cooper) was one, left the Province of New Mezico
for this state in November lasi. Uun tueir way
in, one of their nuwber was murdered by the

Osuige Indians. The party suffered exlremely fron
uhe cold & hunger, ana at cae time were compelled
to subsist on their mules....From this it appears
that, the prospect helc oul to future adventurers
60 that country is very gloomy.lh

Morcover, Eibley's location on tne Migssouri ['ronlier stimuluated

his intercst in the Southwest. As early as 1008, he had comnmented in

L

January 25, 1025 in Missouri lntelligencer,

Thomas Hart Benton ic the Editor,

_ 1‘; l'; vellipence

jJ*I‘iam R. Manhi.t, Diplomacy Concerning the Santa Fe Road, '
Mississippi Valley Historical Review, I (Juue, 1 li-March, 1%15), 518;
Buford HOhlaxd, ed., ‘Report “of the Commissicners on the Road from
Missouri to New Mex Lco, October, 1827, New Mexico Historical Keview,

XIv (July, 1939), 215 ' S

L
Missouri Intelligencer, January 25, 102
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a letter to his brother that within a tweaty-day period the United

States could take Santa Fe and the rich resources of that region.lJ

Dr. John Robinson, who had joined Sibley at Fort Osage as Indian
agent in 1809, had been with Zebulon Pike when that explorer marched
to Santa Fe in 1806. In the opinion of Dr. Gregg, Robinson and
Sibley shared many moments of conversation about Santa Fe and "how to
get there and why."lé Sibley knew William Becknell and credited him
with being the "first to begin trade on the trail 1o Mexico."lY
Becknell, a salt maker and merchant, left Fori Usage in 1821 for
Santa Fe with a small inventory of trade goods. Ou his return, he
aroused the interest of others in the Santa Fe trade.™" Thus, Sibley
had observed the beginning of the trade and the tendency for larger
and better organized caravans tc vislt Santa Fe. Sibley gave serious
thought about entering the trade himself, and wrote his brother-in-
law, Josiah Johnston, that he was glad Congress was considering Lhe
marking of the road and the protection of travelers from Indian
maruauders. 2

Sibley's past experienc:, his residence at Fort Osage near the
Santa Fe trail, his keen interest in the prospect of engaging in the
canta Fe trade, and his reading of papers and journals made him very

kunowledgeable about the subject. HRealistic encugh to know that the

15George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, January 18, 1809,
Sibley Mss.

16
Gregg, The Road Lo Santa Fe, 1.
1T

{

George C. Sibley to Owen Simpson, May 1, 1825, Sibley Mss.
18
Ibid.

1¢ = el
)George C. Eibley to Joutiah Btoddard Johnston, February 29,
1825 guoted in Gregg, The Road tu Santa Fe, 24-25
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appointment of commissioners to carry out the Congressional mandate
of 1825 would be political, and that Senator Benton would encourage the
appointment of his own political supporters as commissioners, Sibley
gave no indication that he saw himself as having even an outside chance
for consideration.

However, on March 16, 1625, Benjamin Reeves, Pierre Menard, and
George C. Sibley received notice that tne President had appointed
them to conduct the survey of the road to Santa FE.HO Before news of
his appointment could reach him, Sibley had lef'l, Fort Osage on his way
to St. Louis 'for his family" and to look after "private buaiuess."2l
The private business may well have concerned his debt to the govern-
ment and his hopes of obtaining a reasconavle delay in paying it ofr.22
On the way to 5t. Louis, he met Thomas J. Boggs who was riding to
Fort Usage to ask Sibley to appoint him as secretary to the commission-

§23

ers. Boggs gave him the news, Sibley proceeded on to St. Louis still

undecided about whether to accept the assignment. En route, he wrote
Benjamin Reeves that

I shall be glad to hear [rom you at St. Louis, if
you should receive any official communication
from Washington. I beg leave to suggest to you
not to give any positive encouragemen. Lo any
applicant 'till we all confer on the Subject:

Altho' I am not yet decided to accepl this
20 ) . s o VEaD
Manning, Diplomacy Concerning the 3anta Fe Road,' 518.
21

George C. Sibley to Owen Simpson, May 1, 1825, Sibley Mss.

2dGregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 24.

23Geor5e C. Sibley to Benjamin Reeves, May 24, 1625, quoted in
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 22C-z22L.




service (if offered) I am rather of the opinion
I shall do so. I shall soon decide when I
reach St. Louis.24

By April 25, Sibley had received his cfficial appointment, as
well as a letter from Thomas Bart Benton containing suggestions as
to preparations for the survey. Benton urged Sibley to keep a
journal "in which the soil, timber, water courses, grasses, minerals,
fossils, fall of the country, and everythiug calculated to increase
of geographical inf'ormaticn, should be carefully uoted.“ea Benton
also wanted to know how much water transportation was available be-
tween Missouri and Mexico.

Benton's suggestion of a Jjournal to be kept by Sibley may well
explain why Sibley was chosen as one of the commissioners. Dr. Greggy
has suggested that Benton krew of Sibley's ability to organize and
present reports. While Benton was engaged in his fight against
the factory system, he undoubtedly had read Sibley's defense of that
institution. As Chairman of the Committee on Indiau Affairs, Benton
had also possibly seen some of Sibley's descriptions of the Indian

tribes near Fort Osage. Thus impressed by Sibley's literary talent,

L )

< ot @
Benton may well have favored his appcintmeut.
Ou the other hand, the Adams administration appointed the
commissioners. Henry Clay, the Secretary of State, was, in all

probability, aware of Sibley's outspoken support for him in 1824 and

may have suggested him to President Adams. Although the record does

ehGeorge C. Sibley to Benjamin Reeves, April 13, 1829, quoted

in Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 25-26.

a5
Thomas Hart Benton to George C. Sibley, April 1o, 102%,
dilbley Mss.

Gregg, The Roud Lo Senta Fe, 10.




1ot make clear how and why Sibley received Lhe appointment, it seems
dikely, in view of Sibley's lifelong devotion to the great Kentuckian,
that Henry Clay's political power, rather than Benton's admiration
for Sibley's literary talent, brought Sibley back into government
gervice. In any event, Sibley's appointment imposed on him the task
Bof keeping a journal, as well as the major burden of leadership.
Sibley gave several reascns for his decision to accept appoint-
ment as one of the commissioners. He considered it an honor, and
"force of circumstances" also influenced his decision. The additional
dncome would bring some relief to nis acute financial problems. In
addition, '"a principal reason for my entering upon this duty is the
hope and belief that it may be beneficial to my health, which tho'
not exactly bad at this time, is & has been for 3 or 4 years indiffer-
27 ; : _
ent. There was honor; there was the need for income; there was
the opportunity for renewed health and vigor. But there was also that
Puritan persuasion, issuing from his past and imbedding itself deeply
into his mind, that no man should turn his back on a challenging
opportunity:

"1 will go on...without looking back; and if God

gives me health and power, I will gc through with

the enterprise, & do all in my power to make it

igeful to the country and honourable Lo those

concerned within i1.20
By May 10, Reeves had arrived in St. Louis and the two com-

‘missloners, acting without Pierre Menard who had refused appocintment

George C. Sibley to Owen Simpson, May 1, 1825, Sibley Mss.

20 . i
George C. Sibley to Benjamin Reeves, May 2%, loZ2)H, qguoted in
Gregi, The Road to Santa Fe, 220-224.
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on the grounds that his personal affairs were too demanding, s€-
lected Joseph C. Brown as surveyor, and archivald Gamble as secretary.
Thomas Mather was later appointed as the third commissioner in place
of Menard.30 Sibley and Reeves set the middle ol June as the target
date for their dEparLure.jl The two commissioners then decided on a
division of labor. Sibley would remain in St. Louis, tending to
supplies and wagons, and processing applications of those applying to
Join the expedition. Reeves would visit Lhe countryside Lo tuy horses
and mules, and also to look for additional hands to accompany Uhe
expedition. However, Reeves reuvurned almost immediately to Franklin.
This imposed additional work oo oibley for now he bhad to coordinate
the work of the two commisioners by mail.

On May 15, Sibley wrole Reevee that the new wagons would not
be ready until the 12th of Juue.59 As to wages for the hired hands,
Sibley felt that $20 a monti would be sufficient. He outlined for
Reeves the kind of men he was seeking. He did not want 'Gentlemen
coffee drinkers, who cannol even cook their own viectuals or saddle

S35 :
their own horses. Sibley barbored no doubts Lhat he would be

“’pierre Menard to Jares Barbour, Retired File, Indian Office,
danta Fe Folder, National Archives quoted in Gregyg, The Road to Santa
Fe, 9.

(i
3 Gregg, The Road to Saunta Fe, Y.
3}- . - og ~ = - L oa
George C. Sibley to Benjamin Reeves, May 11, 1029, Sibley Mss.

328eur“e C. Sibley Lo Benjamin Reeves, May 15, 1825, Sibley Mss.
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‘able to find an abundance of "hardy meu, accustomed to labour, & to

‘live on substantial food...”jh

Sibley also placed a premium on
versatility. "I conceive it highly important,' he wrote, 'that every
man should be a rifleman & hunter, and at the same time qualified to
sérve as chain carriers, axeman, etc. and who can submit cheerfully

3

‘to all the necessary privations of the trip.’ Sibley also believed

N

that the hired hands should be Lold quite candidly and bonestly what
was expected of them. By doing so, he expected to minimize any
future misunderstandings or problems of discipline. Moreover, the
men hired must understand that the commissioners were 'uander no obli-
gation to show any favours to one more than another in consequence of
their rank in society, but will ve perfectly free to make such dis-
tinction or not as they may feel inclined."36 There had to be a
"line of distinction between the Commissioners and those who are to
gserve under them,' but this line was to be drawn in the best interest
of the expedition and in terms of each man's own responsibility for
ils success. Oibley thus expressed, a belief in what might be termead
‘gqualified equality." Every man was as good as the nexi so long as
ne followed orders, assumed his responsibilities, and performed his
duty.

During the latter psrt of May, Sibley continued preparations

o
@

for the irip while weeding through the "host of applications' for Jjo

i
3 pia.
351L-i£i P
36

Loid.
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as hired 'nanas.3? One of his best acquisitions was Ben Jones, the
‘man who had piloted the Wilson P. Huunt party to the head waters of
the Yellowstone in J.&*.'L()-lﬁll.jo Reeves, in the meantime, had engaged
Stephen Cooper as "chief of the working party,” a man who had some
Knowledge of the country through which they would pass.jy
After nearly two months of preparation, Sibley moved the

Wagons out of St. Louis on June 22. There were 'seven strong light
‘wagons, two of which were drawn by four horses each and 5 by two
‘::,lp:t‘t‘.eea."hU Heavily ladened with tools, Indian goods, supplies of
irice, flour, groceries, coarse clothing and the private vaggage of
‘the commissioners, the wegons slowly moved toward St. Charles. As
‘the Missouri Republican had predicted:

The hot weather, the number of flies, and the

difficulty of petting their wagons through a

tractless country will oblige them to travel

slow, and it will be some time before they

complete the work . 41

On Saturday, June 25, Sibley went from St. Louis to St. Charles.

‘Ihe wagons, which had preceded him, had suffereud from breakdowns and
inclement weather and had barely inched their way a few miles on Lhe

lother side of' St. Charles. Archibald Gamble and Joseph Brown Joined

zgaibley in St. Charles and on Monday morning, June 27, they left

! 3rGeorge C. Sibley to Benjamin Reeves, May 29, 1025, quoted in
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 220-22k.

Brpig.

36regg, The Road to Santa Fe, 29.

0
George C. Sibley to Owen Simpson, June 23, 182%, Sibley Mss.

W
Hlf“?”ﬁi Republican, Juune 27, 1825.
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together to catch up with the wagons. Sibley described the moment

f'his parting as 'the most painful and distressing of the kind that

3 L
1 ever endured.' 2 He confessed to a iriend thal he

summeoned all my firmness & philosophy to my aid;
and I dare say Seemed to those who snow me not,
guite as happy % unconcerned as tho' 1 had only
set out for an evening's excursion. 1 need not
say to you, my friend, who «nows me so well, how
much I can suffer, & liow little Seem to suffer;
you often wondered at and admired, whal you once
called the Stoicism of my nature, bul which
afterwards termed firmness and Philosophy,bh

'fbley not only had to combat his sadoess at leaving his family aund

k5

As they rolled on to Fort OUsage, they were forced on occasion

W

o - Pl 1 g 1 va 40 ~ '
prtravel Ly aight in order to avoild the flies. On July 2 they

reached Franklin wnere they were detained for repairs and alteratlions.
00 July 4, the commissioners pariicipated in Lhe Franklin July 4th

glebrations. In reporting the occasion, ihe Missouri Intelligencer

mentioned Sibley's toast bto the locality: A few years since, 1 saw

i - ' |'].
b a trackless wilderuess; now it is the lef't arm of the state. Hl

L2
George C. Sibley to Owen Eimpson, June 23, 1025, Sibley Mss.

l‘:J'(}tecu'g;;e C. Sibley to Owen Simpson, July 27, 1025, Sibley Mss.
Ly

Ibid.
45, : . .

The Journs1 of George C. Sibley on an expedition Lo surve:
fnd mark a road rro. the Missouri Frontier to the settlements in
fiexico, St. Touis, June 22, to Danta Fe, November 30, 1U25," Kate L.
€@k, editor, The Road to Santa Fe, June 27, 1825. The original man-
eript is found in the National Archives. A pholostatic copy is
cated in the Sibley Mss. The complete journal is also in Gregy, The
oad to Santa Fe, 4U-136. Citatlons from this journal will herearter
pead, Sibley's Journal, date.

Lo
Sibley's Journal, Junc 25, 1825.
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geves' toast was somewhat more nationalistio: Our country

Bdvances to its brillient destinies under the auspicious rei

".
©

jberty and Law.'

out a trace a distance of four or five hundred miles thro' a
- = ; ) N
country as one of "considerable magnitude.

Captain Cooper, and "our aggregate strength ia 30, exclusive

~

. ; 2
gnd ammunition. 5

Though Sibley remained behind temporarii; y Lend

4

fouse of Representatives, urging additional appropriation

L&
®1bia.

49
Ibid.

Osibley's Journal, July 6, 1825.
Ibid., July 12, 1825.

57
2Cepid.

The editor himself hailed the task of me

also had seven baggage wagons, and a good supply of provisiocas

the expedition moved on from the camp near Fort Usage on Jul

prairie

After leaving Franklin that afternoon the party nearly ex-

perienced disaster at the Arrow Rock crossing whena a Lremendous

storm and a pouring rain drove them to cover By July 5, however,
ghey had reached the friendly confines of Fouu.ain Colinge. The
péspite at Fountain Cottage wus filled with repairing wagous, shoe-
ing hHorses, purchasing more horses, and the hiring of filve edditional
men. Their party now consisted of thirty-three hired haunds, including

2L o . :
servants. Horses and mules totaled fifty-seven. The expedition

bibley wrote letters to United States senators and to a member of




o . : e k) . :
L0 cover expenses being incurred by the expecition. On Friday,
July 2, he left Fountaiu Cottage in the company of one of the hired
hands and his Negro servant, Abram, and by August 3 had caught up

is

b . 2 o=
with Lhe maiao company. Because their horses were in bad shape

from the intense heat and the flies, the caravan halted for rest.
During that time Gamble visited the Osage villages to invite them to
‘meet wilh the Commissioners at some convenient point on the Road

: SN2 . SOV s :
farther West to negoiiate a treaty for a right of way through
their land. On August 4, the main party broke camp and pushed on to
the main vranch of the Neosho River where it waited for the arrival
of' Gamble and the Osage.

The Iudians came on the evening of August 6. There were

"Fifty of the principal Chiefs and Warriors of' the Great and Little
Osages, & Wm. S. Williams, the Interpreter. The next day Lhey
met in council and the commissioners explained to them "fully and
clearly" the need for a free access road through their land. For
this the commissioners offered the Indians $600 as compensation.
Favorable to the Treaty, the Osage signed it and the commissioners

then pald them gouods to the value of $300 'St. Louis cost' aud gave

them an order on Mr. Augustus Chouteau, who was at their village, for

T

un

goods amounting to $500.

bjlbid., July 25, 1825.

L
> Ibid., July 29, 1b25.
))Ibiu‘, August 3, 1625.
. T :
&bid., August y, 1029; American State Papers, Indlan ffairs,
1I, 610-617. o =¥

)'Sihluy's Journal, August 10, 1825.
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Before breaking camp, the commissioners hired Bill Williams
. 56
tter known as Old Bill Williams, the famous mountain man, &8 an

dnterpreter, runner, and hunter, and immediately sent him to the
Kansas village to invite the chiefs and nead men to meet the commis-
sioners at some convenient place this 'side of the Arhunsas."jy The
expedition crossed the Neosho River without difficulty and "eutered
immediately upon an almost boundless Prairie. 60 They met with the
Kansas on August L5 and proposed to them precisely the same terms
offered the Osage at Council Grove a week earlier. The Kansas
accepted, 1 and the expedition moved on and pitched its tents on the
Little Arkansas River on August 16. As the men journeyed across the
prairie, Lhey found the heat uncomfortable, the game scarce, the
pasturage for the horses poor, and the flies unbearable. For all
that, Sibley's journal said nothing of poor morale or grumbling amony
uhe men.

Sibley collected information on both fauna and flora as he rode
deeper into the prairie country. In his journal he listed the birds
and animals he saw, such as killdeers, buffalo, prairie dogs, night

hawks, horses, goats, snakes, yellow hammers, gray Sparrows, and

£y
=

: L&}
flield lurks. The absence of hawks, buzzards, ravens, crows and

wolves indicated a scarcity of game. Even in his field journal, Sivley

Saﬂlpheus H. Favour, 0ld Bill Williams, Mountain Man (miversity
of Oklahoma Press, 1462).

29

gibley's Journal, August 11, 1825.
Ol1h14.

61 :
_ Ibid., August 15, 102%; American State Papers, Indian Af'tairs,
11, 610-611. =
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Bloley's Journal, August L4, 1025.
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avoided words that might offend a modest reader. When he wrote about

using buffalo manure for firewood, he prudishly referred to it as

7 -

"Buffalo D_ _ & to cook \vi'i‘l.‘.}:l.“t"“j In addition to keeping his journal,
he took time to study at lengtl a prairie dog village, to write
letters, and to engage in the important chore of pgathering seeds.‘

By August 28, following along the norih side ol the Arkansas
River, the expedition neared the area cf the great bend of the
Arkansas. On August 30, Gamble and Sibley rode out to Pawnee Rock
and explored the surrounding countryside. The next day lne expedi-
tion passed Pawnee Rock and camped on the north side of the Arkansas
River near present-day Larned, Kans&s.6D

They had traveled 330 miles from Fort OUsapge by September 1,
averaging about eight miles per day. During the early days of
September, they followed the Arkansas River in a southwesterly direc-
tlon. Sibley made a practice of outriding in order to obtain a
panoramic view of the terrain.6 By so doing, he was better able to
describe the country through wnich the expedition was passing.

On September 8, 1625, the party approached Lhe border between
the United States and Mexico which had been established by the Florida

Treaty of lBly.ér On the Yth the surveyor calculated that they were

31pia.
L .
Ibid., September 22, 1825.
&
’Ibid., August 30, 1825.
66Ibid., September 3, 1u25.
brSee "The Florida Trealy, Article IIX, Locwnent 120, Henry

Steale Commager, ed., Documents of American H'stury, I (New York,
1958), 224,
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near 100O longitude west, which would have placed them in the vicinity

of modern-day Dodge City, Kansas. The party paused there to wait 'for
(%3}

further instructions from our govermment.

The original plan provided that the road from the international

boundary Lo Santa Fe would be surveyed and marked 'under regulations

p
oY

to be agreed upon between the two governments. Due Lo Mexico's
internal political problems, the United States Department of State

had been unsuccessful in making the necessary arrangements prior to
the departure of the Santa Fe expedition. The commissioners, there-
fore, left with the understanding that the State Department would
continue its efforts to reach an agreement with the Mexican govern-
ment as to the surveying and marking of the rcad in Mexican territory,
and would inform the commissioners of this agreement before they
reached the international boundary.

After camping six days near the international boundary without
hearing from the govermment, the commissioners met as a "board of
business"” to come to some decision as to their fuiure course. Reeves
and Mather felt that the party should remain where it was until
definite instructions came from the U. §. government. Sibley disa-
greed, arguing that they should move on to Santa Fe and winter there
while waiting for the United States to secure permission from the
Mexican government to survey and mark the road in Mexican territory.

"I was opposed altogether,' Sibley wrote in his journal, 'to returning,

68
Sibley's Journal, September 11, 1825.

69, . :
W.P. Munning, '"Diplomacy Concerning the Santa Fe Road, " Misslis-
sippi Valley Historical Review, I, (June, 1Yl4-March, 1,1%), 518.




i any event, until the road was completed.’ 12 The commissioners
postponed making a decision, but agreed to meet again on the 17th.
When they met again Sivley presented a resolution, to wit:
Ihat the party remain at that place until the 26th; if at that time
L‘ﬁ_hgre was still no word from the U.S5, government, a party of men and

wagons should head to Santa e r'or winter guarters, and the rest of

thie party should return Lo Missouri, discharge the men, secure the

SRagons, and provide for or sell the horses. [repared to defend his
resolutions with figures and calculations designed to show how this
gould be accomplished with the funds appropriated, Sibley had

BNritten out his argument with the intention of having it included in
pthe official journal. The commissioners stalled cnce again in making
8 final decision, but did set the 20th as the day Lo make their next
mejor move. Reeves and Mather, Lired and afraid of the approaching
Wwinter enguli'ing them far f'rom home, wavered, while Silley's deter-

Fo R : 11
mination to finish the task they had set out to do spurred him on.
Finally on the 20th, the commissioners decided that Sibley
Would select nine men, Lwo wagous, nineteen horses, and Lhe needed
goods and supplies, and strike oul for Sauta Fe. He wonld also lLake
fiie surveyor and the interpreter. On nis way Lo Santa Fe he would be
@ple to pet a lay of the la wi." The rest of the par 7 would return
gome. I Sibley had not heuard I'rom the goverument by July 1, 1626,

lie was to return home witnout having completed the survey

=

between Lne

dnternational boundary and Santa Fe.

A
r"Sib?uy'u Journal, September 14, 18625.
! ] P

lbia., September 17, 25.

f Ibid., September 20, 14525,
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That night Sibley and the others made preparations for their
geparate journeys. OSibley recorded in ais journal that he

...sat up very late last night writing letters
home to my wife and friend:. I made up a
packet of seeds of many different sorts that

I had collected in the prairies, consisting of
Flowers chiefly, and sent them by Mr. Gamble to
Mrs. S. together with a number of letters.'(3

Gamble took leave of Sibley on the 22nd and caugnt up with the re-

turning party which had lef't the day before. The Sibley party moved
out at Y:15 on the 22nd for Santa Fe.

By September 25, Sibley's group had crossed the Arkansas
River and for the first time enlered Mexican Territory, moving io a
southwesterly direction toward the Cimarron Hiver.?h They crossed

the Cimarron and trudged on, plagued by strong winds, driving sand,

lack of water, and tired horses. The weather became cooler as they

reached higher elevations, and Sibley found the more mountainous
.

country 'romantic and prettJ.‘T)

On the 19th of October, Sibley sent John Walker and S. Vaughn

ahead to San Fernando to secure "l10 packing mules, Saddles, etc. &
Sufficient number of Packers and a Person to pilot Lhe Waggons over
the Mountain.'Té On the 24th the men returned with the mules and a
pilot who informed Sibley that he could take the wagous safely over
the mountains. Sibley's party arrived at the village of San Fernando,

October 30, "having completed our long journey within the time expected

Ibid., September 22, 1825.
ThIbid., September 25, 1829.
Ibld., October 16, 1829,

761via., October 1y, 1825,
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b with as little loss & difficulty as anyone could have anticipa-
. "7
There Sibley found a lelter from Reeves ana Mather, with a

‘letter from the War Department enclosed. These communications had

‘been delivered by a trading party which had met Reeves and Mather on
ithe prairie and had reached San Fernando a day earlier than Sibley.
The letter rrom the War Department iuformed the commissioners that
Joel Poinsett, appointed Minister to Mexico shortly after the pas-
'sage of the bill authorizing the marking of the road to Santa Fe,
ihad oot been able to obtain cousenl from the Mexican authorities

! 78
%o continue the survey of the road in Mexican Lerritory. There-

ﬂfqre-, the commissioners were Lo confine their operations according

o the first section of lhe Act authorizing the sarvey.ry Sibley
féchnically had not violated the instructions for he had not engaged
Min surveying or marking the road on his way to Santa Fe.

While in San Fernando Sivley decided to pursue the matter
Sfurther in a letter to Governor Antonio Narobonz, Mexican governor
of' New Mexico whose headquartiers were at Santa Fe. In Nerbona's
fletter, Sibley acquainted the governor witl his mission and in-
guired if permission to survey the road had come [rom i-‘.-.'::;ico.éjo

ile also wrote Poinsett as to what nad been done and requested, as

BOon as possible, the Mexican govermment's decision as to the survey

.

{
1bid., October 30, 1U295.

T8
_ f James Barbour to George C. Sibley, September 1y, 1025,
Sibley Mss.

T71p14.
(3

0 .
Sibley's Journal, Octover 30, 1UZ%.
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of the road in their territory. In the meantime, Sibley decided

to go on from San Fernando tc Santa Fe, made preparations to do so,
paid off some of the men, and obtained provisions for the horses.
Sibley's reduced party left San Fernando on the 27th of November and
reached Santa Fe on the 2yth. That night he met with Governor
Narbona, who called on him to offer whatever assistance he could to
secure his government's permission to complete the aurvey.de

Thus began a& period in Sibley's life which he must have
viewed with mixed emotions. Far from home, in strange country,

confronted by frustrating delay, his business-like determination to

I

complete his task scuttled almost daily by the "manana' attitude ¢
the Mexican authorities, he. nevertheless, fell into a whirl of
dinners with the Governor, fandangces, festivals, weddings, and
merry and noisy political celebrations. Never again would Sibley
experience a world in which, clearly, pleasure caune before business.
From Sibley's ¢iary, oune gathers the impression thal he

participated widely in the social life of Santa Fe. He attended
funerals, weddings, and baptisms. He saw first hand the terrible

effects of a measles epidemic and was revolted by the presence of a

&1 "
George C. Sibley to Joel Poinsett, November 12, 1425,

guoted in Manning, "Diplomacy Couceruing the Santa Fe Rcad,' 525-526.

CESibley's Journal, November 29, 1825.
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wuack octor...from Kentucky who made matters even worse. lne

pldest child of the family with whom he lodged died from complica-

tions from ma;slea.‘h
Sibley also showed an interest in possible opporfunities for

persoual financlal investments. Although committed Lo Pinishing the

survey of the road, he realized Lhat he might gain valuable laforma-

tion coucerning trading opportunities in the future. If he were ever

to pay off the debt owed to lae govermment, a prolitable venture
the Sunta Fe trade would be extremely helpful. With this in mind,
he continucd to gather seed, vo inspect wool and yarn, and to seund

geeds of wheut to frieads in St. Louis and Franklio for their evalua-
L ]

tion.

Having surveyed local oppurtunities, on February 16, 1826,

Sibley once again entered into a co-partnership with Paul Baillio to

engage in the weoolen trade in the southwest. Baillio went to St.

louis to prucure the necessary trade goods on, as usual, Sibley's

86 5 iy A
eredit. However, the outcome of this venture remains a mystery.

83'Diary of George C. Sibley, Santa Fe and acs, January 1, 1826-
March 31, 1826," January 22, 1626, Sibley Mss. The original diary is
in the Sibley Mss. in the Missouri Historical Soclety Archives in
Bt. Iouis. The complete diary is also includeu in Gregg, The Road t
Santa Fe, 137-161. Further citations will read Sibley's 1:3}‘;,» No. 5,
date.

gl .
Sibley's Diary, No. 5, Junuary 27, 1826.
85_1_:_)_:_*1., February 10, 1U26.

86

Ibid., February 16, 1b626.
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Late in February, Sibley received a letler from Joel Poinsett
that he had failed to obtain the cooperaticn of the Mexican authori-
ties for a survey of the road. Poinsett, however, continued to work
for permission, maintaining in a letter to the Mexican Secretary of
Foreign Relations that "it would be a subject of regret that the
expense of making the journey to Santa Fe with surveyors and the
necessary instruments should have been incurred in vaia...”aT

Finally on May 13, 1826, S. Comancho, Secretary of War for
Mexico, wrote Poinsett that the President of Mexico had given per-
mission for Sibley to survey the road, but not to undertake any
cuttings, markings or to establish 'any works of any kind whatever."
In addition, the President hoped that the United States would grant
the Mexicans the right of examining the eastern part of the road at
a suitable time.éa Governor Narbona eventually told Sibley of this
decision on June 14, Sibley acknowledged receipt of the permission,
but expressed disappointment in not being allowed to carry onm a full-
scale survey of the roau.uy Henry Cley, Secretary of State, in a
letter Lo PFoinsett, expressed the opinion that the restrictions im-

. S : S el
posed on Sibley would greatly lessen tne value of his worﬁ.9 Sibley

dTJoel Poinsett to the Mexican Secretary of Foreign Relatlions,

April 17, 1826, guoted in Manning, "Diplomacy Concerning the Santa Fe
Road, " 528.

565. Comancho to Joel Poinsett, May 13, 1826, Sibley Mss.

ByGeorge C. Sibley to Joel Poinsett, June 18, 1826, quoted in
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 234-235.

3uﬂbnry Clay to Joel Foinsett, June 23, 1626, quoted in
Manning, "Diplomacy Concerning the Santa Fe Road, " 524.
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waited in Banta Fe until August for the other commissioners. When
they did not arrive, he launched out on his own toc complete the exam-
ination of the road. Sibley's diary of the return trip to Missouri
has been lost, but he reached Fort Osage by October 12, 1{326.le

A few details still remained to be settled. It would be
necessary to connect the survey between Walnut Creek and Fort Osage,
to settle financial accounts, and to prepare a f{inal report to the
United States gowarnment..‘j2 Early in January, 13827, the three
commissioners met in St. Louis and agreed that Sibley would take the
responsibility for settling all accounts, handle corrections of the
survey as far Qs the funds warranted, and write a final report.

The illness of Reeves' wife and Mather's reluctance to get out
on another trip had led Sibley to offer to make the corrections on
his own. "I shall with your concurrence,' he wrote Reeves, "proceed
as early in May as I can get ready, to complete the 'marking out' of
the Road in the best manner I can do it...”gj

On May 12, 10627, the twelve men who were to help Sibley with

the correction of the original survey gathered at Fountain Cottage.

Each man took a mule, except the waggoner, and set forth on the

9l
Missouri Republican, Octovber 26, 1626. In the same item the
paper reported that "It will be recollected that this is the party
who were supposed to have been murdered by the Indians.'

92

93George C. Sibley to Benjamin Reeves, March 23, 1027,
Leonard Collection, State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia.

Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, Lb.




18th.91* Sibley left a few days later and caughl up with his men by
the 22nd. Once again Sibley's health was poor and he found the trip
most uncomfortable. The party moved slowly, marking the road as it
went. Sibley recorded in his diary that the prairies were "rich and
beautii‘u.l..""lb As to the land near the Marais Des Cygnes River,
Bibley commented that '...I1 should judge from all that I can See and
learn of it that it would afford Room for S8everal Hundred families of

W0 \
thrifty farmers. By Saturday, June 2, the party had traveled

B
(R oo ;
ninety-seven miles by survey from Fort Osage. Their hardships con-
sisted of worrisome Indian beggars along the way, a few violent

thunderstorms that rolled across the plains, stinging flies, and

mosguitoes. When the party reached Council Grove on June 7, 165 miles

98
‘from Fort Osage, Sibley's illness still had not abated.

On the 11th, Sibley, tired, sick, and convinced he had done
all that was possible, decided to head back to Fort Osage. On the
return trip he planned to make the necessary Surveys to connect

I
recent alterations made by him with the old survey. He noted that

L

)A"Journal of George C. Sibley on correction and making of
reéport, May 12 to October 27, 1827,  Sibley Mss. Also found in
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 175-1%5. Citations from Lhis journal
Will hereafter read, Sibley's 10627 Journal.

yDSibley's 1827 Journal, May 25, 1827.
91bid., June 1, 1627.

Ilsiviey's 1827 Journal, May 25, 1827.

Jbggig., June 7, 1827.

0

)51310., June 11, l627.
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the road was so well-traveled that the ruts left by wagon tracks
clearly marked the correct route for travelers and thal Lhe mounds
and posts erected by his men would in all probability be torn up by
the Indians or trampled under the hooves of buffaloes. By the middle
of June, the first signs of disloyalty within his party occurred
when three of his men left the party and went their separate ways.l
Hampered by the weather and flies, the work on the return trip slowed
down. Even Sibley's granite-like patience cracked a mite when the
hunters failed to bring back game.lol

Disgusted at the hunters who had failed to kill sufficient
game, drained by his illness, and irritated by (he Lroublesome flies,
S8ibley confessed, 'I am most heartily tired, and wish myself at home

11O ; i
an hundred times a day. & On June 29, he wrote, I here discharge

,103

four of my men having more than I want, and they wishing to Return...
By July 1 the party had completed its work as [ar as the Missouri state
line. Good progress continued until the 5th of July when a vicious
thunderstorm forced the men to pitch their tents and to wait until it
had subsided.th While waiting in his tent Sibley read 'Stern

1105 : i TR
15157. The rains continued into the next day. Toward late after-

noon, & bolt of lightning struck the corner of Sibley's tent, splintered

1001pid., June 19, 1827.

10l1p14., June 21, 1827.

loelbid., June 26, 1627.

|

103

-

bid., June 29, 1827.

|

104yy34., July 5, 1627.

105
Ibid. Here Sibley mosh likely meanl Lhal he was readlng

oterne, rather thau Stern. Laurence literne (1713-1'(6L), author of
Tristram Shandy.
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the upright, barely missing some gun powder, ripped through an iron
jih:t'-unk, melted a compass, and filled the tent with smoke and splinters.

haleep at the time, Sibley came to his senses with his ears whining

‘and his feet feeling like jelly. One memver of Lhe party was knocked
from his feet, while another was severely shocked. 'My own escape,
LO6

gibley said, 'was wonderful indeed.'

Bince the compass had been destroyed by Lhe ligttning, the
gurvey could not be continued back to the Fort. Sibley left the
campsite on July 7 and arrived home by noon the next day. An entry
in his diary the following day revealed his feeling that he had
performed well: '"And thus ends a most disagreeable trip; in which
‘I have effected every object I had in view, & in less time than I
‘expected to have done 1., =T
On August 18, Sibley sold at public auction the mules, horses,
wagons and other items for $666.yl.10C
The remaining task of the commissioners cousistea of an
official report to the government on the two-year project of marking
Sand surveying the road to Santa Fe. They set Qctober 20, 1827 in
Bt. Louis for their final meeting.lob Early in October, still unwell
and suf'fering from a painful bruise on his knee, Sibley wenu to St.
CUharles. Unable to continue on, he wrote Mather te meet him there,

Reeves could not come. While waiting for Matner, Sibley completed

106 3
Sibley's 1827 Journal, July 6, 1827.
107
Ibid., July 8, 1827.
QI-)
+%y 1d., August 18, 1827.

1071 0id., September 20, 1827.
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the first draft of the z'ept.:art.l']‘(J On October 27, Mather arrived,

read the report, and together they signed their names and the name of
111

‘Reeves. They forwarded the document immediately to Washington.

The final report of the commissioners was, in reality, Sibley's
Wwork. Reeves read it in the first draft and Mather signed it after
‘reading it for the first time. 'The report outlined the preparations
for the expedition and some of the reasous for the delay in getting
ptarted.lla It also explained why Sibley had to return to correct the
survey of the first 160 miles. Flies had forced uhe party to travel
'by night, and "This irregular way of traveling not only harassed the
horses and mules excessively, bul Rendered a Satisfactory view and
purvey of the country impracticavle ati Lhe t,,'.'.-irz..."l'Ij Sibley
tincluded in the report copies of trealies with the Great and Little
‘Osage and the Kansas Indians. He also summarized the decision on tLhe
‘prairie for Sibley to go on to Santa Fe and the other commissioners
'to return home in September, 1625.llh Sivley's time in Santa Fe and
M08, as well as the many difficulties which frusirated his efforts

0 secure permission from the Mexican govermment to continue the survey,

11C =
Ibid., October 186, 1C27.

1111v1d., October 27, 1627.

llaREport of the Commissicners to James Barbour, October 27, 1827,
iBibley Mss. Copies of this report also appear in Gregg, The Road to
Santa Fe, 1Y7-211, and Buford Rowland, ed., "The Report of GLhe Commis-
sioners on the Road from Missouri to New Mexico, October, 18627," New
Mexico Historical Review, XIV (July, 1.39), 213-22y. Citations from
this report will hereafter read Report, Sibley Mss.

11
3Re;ort, Sibley Mss.

"
Y via.




fr

- s - J 5
also discussed.

The expedition from May to July, 1827, to
prect the survey was briefly discussed.

S8ibley's report also included some recommendations on how the

A ‘ | 116
iighway between Nations ' might be reudered more useful and safe.

E,pointeu out that few physical or natural barricerg existed on the

poad to Santa Fe. The most serious danger was human. Roving bands of
Midlans stole horses, mules and other property. Those causing the

most trouble were the Pawnees, Arapuhoes, Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches,
Bnd Utahs. 'The commissioners recommended military posts as deterrents
Indian thievery and also military escoris on occasion, They also
pinted out that protection of the road might be more effcotive if the
‘_xics—.n and American govermmenis would werk in hammony. Joint announce-

itions by troops Lo

W

pents of protective measures and vccasiona
arrest those who interfered witli the flow uf conmerce would be nnlprn1.l17
On April 12, 1825, Thomas Hart Bentun had asked S8ibley to invest-
gEate the possibilities of water transportation. 1In that regard, the
geport pointed oul three facts. The Rio Colorado wus not. Lhe head

panch of the Red River of Natchitoches, but ratler the main branch of
Canadian that emptied into the Arkansas about forty miles below

#ort Gibson. The source of the Red River was not in the shining moun-
B8ins ' as had been supposed, nor was there any navigable branch of that

Btream within 300 miles of Santa Fe. The Rio Grande del Norte from

he mountains near Taos to the Gulf of Mexico

11
5Ibid.

1 ”~
WTUIbid.
1

‘r‘
1bid.




will not afford safe or certain navigation,

se0 that it may be safely asserted, that the

nearest approaches thal can be made (o Banta

Fe or the other setilements of New Mexico,

by water, for the purposes of Commerce are by
. the Missouri and Kansas Rivers and the Gulf

of California at Guaymas.llO

The report ended on a hopeful note:

When the highway, now opened from Missouri to
Danta Fe shall be cleared of the Pirates of the
Plains, there is good reason to belleve that the
Trade between the two countries in that direc-
tion, will assume a character, & employ an
amount of Capitol, not only greatly advantageovs
to those immediately engaged in it, but benefic-
ial in no trifling degree to Some of the manu-
facturing interests of the United States.llY

On December 7, 1827, Reeves and Sibley sent to Washington "dupli-
lcate copies of the accountls and two packages of maps, field bookg, ete.,
htc.rlao According to Buford Rowland, the official report was lent

%0 Colonel A.H. Sevier, delegate from Arkansas Territory, and he in
turn gave it to the sazcretary of the ;enate in whose files it remained
until a hundred years later when the Senate records were transferred

to the national archives.igl Sibley's Journal was also included, not
as a part of the report, but with the other materials which were sent
to Washington. He had written the journal in ink in order "to preserve

fthe notes that were taken in pencil from day to ua‘;."lz‘2 This journal

o)
118m44.

115
Ibid.

1%06regg, The Road to Santa Fe, 47.

121 " _
Rowland, The Report, 215.

lcaﬁregg, The Road to Santa Fe, b
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gid not come toc lignt until it was also discovered by Buford Rowland
e 1930 in a Senate Conmittee i'i:.aur::.lgj

By no stretch of the imagination cam the survey and marking of
ifhe Santa Fe trail be interpreted as a major achievement in American
iistory. It may well have been part and parcel of Manifest Destiny,
it it did not change destiny. There is no evideunce that it had any
@ffect whatsoever on Congress or on the men who used the Santa Fe Road-
Becording to Hutert Howe Bancroft "It does not appear, however, that
the traders ever made use of the road surveyed, preferring to follow

ithe earlier trajl, with such modifications as conditions of water and

124

grass su;ggested.’ The journal was lost and the Report was filed

gway inlo anonymity.

Put this adventure did reveal something about Sibley, the

pfrairie Puritan. One cannot avoid the conclusion that his vanity and
ii8 desperate need for cash prompted him to accept the office of
commissioner. Nevertheless, at a very low point in his life, weighted
gown by debt, hampered by poor health, and seemingly finished in his
govermient career, he accepted and carried through a4 hazardrous and ardu-
PUs task for the governmeunt. ILargely due to his persistent efforts and
@ndying determmination, the job was completed. One may question his

potives or even disparage the event and its results, but one cannot

jguestion that quality in his life that drove him on.

1231014.

124
“THulert Lowe Bancroft, History of Arizopa and New Mexico,

11530-1085 (San Francisco, 188Y), 33k. o




CHAPTER X

MRS. SIBLEY'S SCHOOL




At the time he and Colonel Mather forwarded the Report of the
Conmissioners Lo Washiagton in October, 1027, Sibley wrote to Senator
Wosiah Stoddard Johnstou, his brother-in-law, that "The moment I have
g0t this road off my hands, I start home to Fort Usage where I left
imy family in bad health, and I fear I shall find them still so.
Btill plagued by his debt to the United States government Sibley
informed Johnston that he would be receptive to governmenlt employment
if anything turned up that would be suitable. After his experience
ion the Santa Fe road, Sibley thought that with Joonston's influence
he might be considered for appointment as Commissioner to mark the
toundary line between the United States and Mexico. In response to
the rumor that the Osage Agency would soon be lef't vacant by the
‘résignation of the current incumbent, whom the Osage Indians dis-
liked, Sibley stated, "I cannot help believing that the Osage ought
%0 be under my charge, and that the Goverument has not consulted the
interest of their policy or that of the Osage by overlooking :ne.'a

Ihe burden of his debt drove Sibley to explore every possibility that

might add to his income.

George C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, October 27, 1827,
Bibley Mss. Genator Johnston married Sibley's sister, Elizabeth, of
Natchitoches, Louisiana, in 1814. He was elected to the United States
Senate from Louisiana in 1825 and served until 1833. Luring his
génatorial career he served on the Committee on Commerce and the
Committee on Finapnce. He was, like Sibley, an ardent and enthuslastic
supporter of Henry Clay. Sibley and Johnston became close friends
and corresponded regularly. Senator Johnston was tragically killed
in a steamboat explosion on the Red River on the morning of May 1Y,
1833. (Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1927,

U.5. Government Printing Office, Washington, 1U20, 1150.

2George C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johunston, QOctober 27,
1827, Sibley Mss.




i
N
o

While Sibley was sbsent from home making the survey and

marking the Santa Fe road the govermment had made no effort to col-
Ject the debt. Edward Bates, Attoruey-General of Missouri, summar-
d2ed the government's attitude whnen, in a letter to George Graham,
December 3, 1825, he wrote:

Mr. Sibley is now in Santa Fe & will not return

till some time next year. OUn leaving this last

summer, he proposed Lo make payments from time

to time to the credit of the Judgement, and I,

in return, told him that I should issue no exec-

tion in his absence, unless by order of my

superiors...3

Bates believed that if Sibley were given more time he would pay the
debt in full.

Once Sibley returpned to nis Fountain Cottage farm, be immediate-
1y turned his attention to paying off his debl. He offered Bates his
dand holdings to satisfy the govermment's Judgement agaiust him.

Bibley's lend holdings included the following: "640 acres on Wild

| 4 _
Horse Creek, O00 acres adjoining Plattin Creak near Herculaneuws,”

-

3Edward Bates to George Graham, December 3, 10625, quoted in
Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 40.

1"E’i.:!'(:tla.sed by Sibley in 1813, he described the lanuy as follows:
"A mile square-30 miles from St. Louis in a very wealthy settlement

hear the Missouri, on which is a good house, orchard, fences, Spring
fand Mill Seat and body of 250 acres of very first guality land.'

ﬂhorge C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, September 25, 1813, Sibley Mss.)
‘Bibley received the deed on August 31, 1814. (Deed, Thomas F. Riddick
‘and wife to George C. Sibley, August 31, 1814, Sibley Mss.) He attempt-
‘€d to sell the land in the summer of 1818, but was unsuccessful.
(Missouri Gazette, July 31, 16106).

5Described by Sibley as being "5 miles from the town of
‘Herculaneum, on Plattin Creek, 3 miles from a Merchant Mill and 5 from
‘the Mississippi and 30 below St. Louis..." (George C. Sibley to
Samuel H. Sibley, September 30, 1813, Sibley Mss.)
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1200 acres near the village of St. Chaa.rlt—:s,O two lots in St. Louis,Y
640 acres on Sny Ebore Creek in Lafayette COU.ﬂ‘u‘}’,d and 320 acres in
Wackson County." "All I have,' he wrote, 'except an uncoafirmed
‘elaim to the tract on which I live in Jackson County. 7 Sibley's
wealth, like that of so many of his contemporaries, was tied up in
fland, and he lacked the cash to pay off his debt to the govermment.
The Attorney-General's reply offered Sibley some encouragement.
There was a precedent, Bates told him, for the Treasury Department

’to receive 'certain lands and other real property' in discharge of

10
idebts owed to the United States government. Wwith this information

60riginal lease, dated 1792, for 200 acres. The first owner,
_‘_‘Ip_uis Blanchette, leased it to his cousins. Survey No. 185 of the
Prairie Haute Common Fields. The next owners, Edward Hempstead and
wife, deeded the property to Thomas F. Riddick. (Deed, Edward
L}___H__!mpstead and wife to Thomas F. Riddick, October 30, 1813, Sibley
Mss,) Riddick sold it to Sibley. (Deed, Thomas F. Riddiék, to
George C. Sibley, August 31, 1814, Sibley Mss.) Sibley acquired an
additional 80 acres from Thomas Copes, making the 280 acres of land
near St. Charles by 1829. The buildings of present-day Linden Wood
College for Women stand on this acreage. (Deed, Thomas P. Copes and
wife to George C. Sibley, April 20, 1829, Sibley Mss.; Ben L. Emmous
to Stella M. Drumm, August 27, 1929, Sibley Mss. '

_ TDeed, Uriah T. Devore and Betsey H. Devore to George C.
Sibley, June 24, 1810, Sibley Mss.

. &Under the conditions of the Land Act of 1620, Sibley could
bave purchased this land for a minimum price of $1.25 an acre. Total
208t-$800. This land comprised Section 24, Range 28 west, Township
90 north in Lafayeite County, which adjoins Jackson County.

b'S:L'i';le;f claimed his Jackson County property under a New Madrid
Certificate, probably in 1818. It is not clear when the govermnment
gonfirmed this land holding. On this land Sibley built his Fountain
Cottage. The property included Sections 34 and 35, Range 30, Township
57, Jackson County, Missouri,

loGeorge C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, Octover 27, 1827,
Sibley Mss.
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in hand, Sibley wrote Johnston and shared with him the hope that he
Mould "be once again free and out of difficulty, and would be able to
i

1ook upon myself as an independent farmer...

On December 10, 1827, Sibley, Mury, and Rusella Easton embarked
from 8t. Louis for a trip to Natchitoches to visit Sibley's ailing

12 2 ' y ‘ : :
father. This was to be Mary's first and last meeting with her
hugbapd's father. They spent a pleasant month with the elderly
gentleman. After their departure from Natchitoches, the party spent
a few delightful days in New Orleans where they attended the theater,
yisited a light house, and saw the famous battlefield where in an
American victory over the British the legend of Andrew Jackson was
born. The Sibleys brought Margaret and Henry Sibley, Sibley's niece
and nephew, to Missouri in order to provide them with educational
opportunities. On March 10, 1828, they arrived in St. Louis and
visited with friends until the lst of April. Moving on to St. Charles,
they visited with Mary's relatives before returning tc Fort U:—:.a.,ge.lJ

While in St. Charles, Sibley took the opportunity to ride out
%0 his acreage near the village. Evidently, Sibley had been thinking
for some time about moving from Fort Osage to St. Charles. In this
growing settlement on the banks of the Missourl River there would be
fore ways and means which an energetic and enterprising man might

take to rebuild his financial stability. And then, being near

lllbid.

2
George C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, April 6, 1828,
Sibley Mss.
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8t. louis, the Sibleys could take advantage of a number of cultural
‘and educational opportunities. The move would also bring gis family
‘closer to relatives and friends in St. Charles. However, the upper-
most thought that lay on his mind was that if the Treasury Department
‘accepted his offer of land in payment of his debt, his establishment
lat Fort Osage would probably suffice to cover the entire amount.

Thus, Sibley reasoned, "By giving up my valuable farm at Fort Osage in

lieu of the small unimproved tract near this village would pay off the

1k

whole debt at once.'
S8ibley had reached the point where he was willing to move or

'to make "almost any sacrifice” to get out from under the debt. In a

i8ince the government had acted favorably to his first proposition, he

gaw no reason why his offer would be refused.l’

Believing this, he
his family in St. Charles and headed for Fort Osa@e 10 make
angements to move his household servants and goods by the 1lst of
y. Ieaving his stock and farming implements at Fort Osage, Sibley
ireturned to St. Charles early in May.l6 The Sibleys rented a house

Built by John Rochester in 1617. Their new residence, a two-story

brick structure, with oval windows, a flat roof, aund white trim, stood

the center of the villat;e.lr
W rp1a.

15George C. Sibley to George Grabam, &April 7, 1828, Sibley Mss.

lésibley's Diary, May 6, 1628, Sibley Msos.
1 liﬂdua McElhiney Olson, Historical Saint Charles, Missouri
{8t. Charles, Missouri, 1967), rages are not numbered.




Br 18208 the village of St. Charles had already become an
pportant settlement on the banks of toe Missouri River. Founded by

i8 Blanchette le Chasseur, « French-Canadien fur traprer and
) Yl

er, under the authority granted *o him by the Spanisn Governor

Bbper Louisiana, St. Charles became the first permanent whi
[ 2 5

| |

ent on the Missourl River.
From a charming lithopraph made about the time the Sibleys

gd Lo St Charles, one can obtain an impression of how the lifttle
Billspe might have looked to the Sibleys. In the lithograph, a
Bleamboat churned the water of the Missouri River on its way Lo S5t.
BPuis, while a ferry unloaded passengers on the east bank of the
Miver. fThe residences of the townspeople rested south of the village
Penter anc along the river front. A few buildings clung to the hill
that gently sloped to the river. Several imprescive bulldings topped
the hil® 'he Catholie Church and Convent were north of the village
Bid avay from the river. Beyond the hills lay Sibley's tract of land.
Al one time St. Charles had been the ceat of Lhe siate govern-
The stage line

ment, bul it had since been moved to Jeffersou City

L

#vom &L Louis, which had been extended to Fort Osage in 1621, a

Mistance of 275 miles, and the road west passed through the village.

ifhe Furmer's Tavern, built in 1605, advertised such tempting and

$nviting bargains to travelers as Lodging 2 bits a night. I

18 = e .

Louis Houcx, A History of Missouri from Earliesi Exploraticns
iand Settlement Until the Admittance of the State Into the Union (Three
f¥olumes, cnicago, 1508), 11, UO.

“Olson, Historical Suint Charles, Missouri, n.p.
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Bpecialize in good food. Corn Bread and Common Fixings--2 bits &

20
1. White Bread with Chicken Fixings--3 bits...' St. Charles

iboasted of a cooperage, a lime kiln, an ice house, a post office, a
newspaper, a wagon factory, and a lumber yard. Urs. Jeremiah and
Beth Millington, early physicians, provided an abundance of the all-
‘time cure-all, castor oil.21 The Catholics were numerically the
iBtrongest religious group, followed by small struggling congrega-
tions of Methodists and Presbyterians. When the Germans began to
migrate to St. Charles, they founded the Lutheran Church which grew
‘rapidly in membership and prestige.

During the summer of 1828, Sibley began clearing land on his
dract just outside the village. By January, 1829, he had twenty
@eres ready for cultivation. His main objective seemed to be to
elear just enough "in order to obtain a view of the land and its
Bituation.“ee Throughout 1829, Sibley worked his tract of land with
the help of a couple of hired hands. In May, he planted a garden of
corn end potatoes. In August, he started to build a log house. He
had his livestock, consisting of horses, mules, asses, and cattle
brought from Fort Osage the previous November. During this time the

8ibleys began to call their new farm "Linden Wood' because of the

201b1d., n.p.
2
lIbid., n.p.
22

Sibley's Diary, May 6, 1828, Sibley Mss.
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Nlarge grove of Linden trees that grew there. 3 By December 23, 102y,

;the Sibleys had moved from St. Charles to the new farm.gh

While readying his Linden Wood property for occupancy during
fl029, Sibley alsc sought to geét the govermment to reimburse the
eommissioners the $1,504.54 which Sibley had advanced from his own
pocket to complete the survey of the Santa Fe Road. Unsuccessful at
Wirst, he turned to Reeves and Mather and asked if it would be possi-
ible for them to pay him their share of the sum because of his pre-
learious financial condition? 'I am suffering very grievious

) n . i '2
dacounvenience," he declared, "by the delay...

N

They replied that at
‘the moment Lhey could not come to his rescue. To their credit,
however, it should be pointed out that both Mather and Reeves did tneir
‘share in the ensuing hard struggle to obtain the $1,50k.54 from the
‘United States govermment.

In regard to Sibley's other nagging financial problem, his
debt to the government, Senator Josiah Johnston, member of the Senate

finance -:c,-r:i:nit.L\‘f_*e,g6 had informed him that iu all likelihood the gov-

b

ernment would lock with favor on accepting a portion of his land

2335 far as 1 can tell, Sibley never stated the reascon for Lhe

pame Lindenwood. In the beginning the name of their estate was
spelled Linden Wood, but was later changed to one word-Lindenwood.
3
“hSibJey's Diary, December 30, 1ld2y, Sibley Mss.
_ 25George C. Sibley to B.H. Reeves and Thomas Mather, April 20,
162y, Sibley Mss.

QGBiographical Directory of the American Congress, 1775;132?,

1158.
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Woldings in payment of his debt. However, Johnston told Sibley that
he government would place his property on the auction block.<! This
raised another problem for Sibley. If the government sold his pro-
perty at public auction, Sibley saw ano prospect of raising the full
amount of his debt because lend woulc probably bring considerably
Bigher prices through private sale than at public auction. Thus,
padded to the burden of trying to free himself from debt, was the struy-
gle to keep his land holdings off the auction olock.

Through a misunderstanding, a Mr. Pleasantcn, an agent for the
asury Department, directed Beverly Allen, the District Attorney,
0 demand of Sibley payment of his balance, and, if he defaulted, "to

28
oceed by execution to obtain it." Sibley immediately wrote the
District Attorney to say
That 1 am unable to pay in money and that a
sale of my property under-execution must in-
evitably leave the far greater part of the debt
unpaid and put it utterly out of my power to
pay it--that I have reason to hope that by a
proper management of my capital (all of which
is in property) I shall be able eventually by
degrees to pay off the whole debt--that I am
ready to give such security on my property as I
am able & as it accrues--And 1 reyuested copies
of my letters tc be sent Mr. Pleasanton, whicn
1 presume have been done.ZY

Bibley also offered to turn over to the govermment his Fountain Cot-

gage farm for $7 an acre or for 'whatever sum it may be valued by the

— - —

| Josiah Ctoddard Johnston to George C. Sibley, March 13, 1828,
Sibley Mss.

). George C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johunston, December 15,
182y, Bivley Mss.

b -, . ;
George C. Sibley Lo Beverly Allen, September 4, 102y, Sibley
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'-gv:n\'ert'mlE*t"l.t.."3 Sibley desperately sought an extension of time for
;sﬁttling his debt with the goverument.
In the Fall of 182% another possible solution came Lo mind,

and Sibley sought to apply it. In a letter to Senator Johnston he

‘r X,
Wrote

General Leavenworth, Col. Baker, Maj. Kearney and
several other officers of the army who have been
up the Missouri, have expressed their strong wish
to have permanent Garrison removed [rom ils pre-
sent position at Cantonment Leaveaworth tu the old
scite [Eig] at Fort Osage, and I have advised
General Leavenworth that if the War Department
deemed it proper to make the move, I will let the
Government have my 640 acres for whatever Sum
agreed on by a board of officers in discharge of
what_% still owe as Security of Paul Baillio and
Co. 9

Unfortunately, those who were to make the final decision about
Fort lLeavenworth's relocation did not regard Sibley's suggestion as
patisfactory. In the first place, Sibley's property at Fort Osage
was now too far in the settlements. It was no longer a frontier
outpost. PFurthermore, the government did not believe that military
protection on the Santa Fe Road from Fort Osage to Council Grove was
necessar;f.52 And so, another straw slipped through his fingers in
his attempts to overcome his debt.

At the end of 182y, Sibley expressed in a long letter to Senator

Johnston the belief that one of the legitimate purposes of a free

30Geor5e C. 8ibley to Beverly Allen, Octiober 25, 1829, Sibley

it
2 George C. Bibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, December 15,
182y, Sibley Mss.

3"'F‘ Lee to George C. Sibley, January 6, 1830, Sibley Mss.




dncompatible with the safety and welfare of the whole. With this in
d, Sibley hoped the government would grant him the necessary time
'to pay off his debt without resorting to putting his Fort Osage
property on the auction block. He told Johnston that he needed time
o dispose of his property at a fair pr:‘u_-vs:.3j There the matter rested
a8 the Sibleys faced the winter of 182y-1830 at Linden wWood.
Sibley continued to face Tipancial disaster throughout his
early years at Linden Wood. Iu May, 1630, the partnership of Baillio,
Y Boggs, and Sibley was dissolved. To Baillio, who was upset by the
whole affair, Sible) expressed his continued friendship and consoled
him with the belief that if it had not been for Baillio, Sibley's
losses would have been greater.jh

Another indication of his sore financial condition was that
Bibley went farther in debt by borrowing $1500 from Thomas C. Biddle
of 8t. Louis, and secured this debt by mortgaging his 280-acre Linden

Wood farm and his six slaves.35 He was also forced to mortgage his
gay

ﬁdvestock and farm implements to secure a $Y0 note with the St.

Iouis firm of Tracey and Wahrendorrf.jo

From the deeds which were drawn to secure the above debts, one

can reconstruct the extent of Sibley's operation at Linden Wood. His

33George C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, December 15,
182y, Sibley Mss.

31‘George C. Sibley to Paul Baillio, May 16, 1630, Sibley Mss.

1 35George C. Sibley and wife to Thomas Biddle, Deed of Mortgege,
May 16, 162y, Sibley Mss.
36
George C. Sibley and wife to Tracy and Wahrendorff, Deed of
Mortgage, August 4, 1829y, Sibley Mss.
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$ract of land contained 280 acres and he owned four male and two

Sfemale slaves. His livestock consisted of two stallions, ten brood
“mares and their foals, fifteen colts, three mules, fifty-six asses,
ten oxen, seven milk cows, and twelve young cattle. Farm implements
4ncluded one wagon, one ox cart, five plows with chains, and har-
'-_ness.BT

Finally the goverument granted Sibley until April 1, 1834, to
‘discharge the balance of his debt. Nevertheless, he kept urging the
govermment to take his Fountain Cottage tract in full payment.3U 1
they did this, however, the one condition was that it still would be
3016 at public auction in Jefferson City. Convinced that if tlis
oceurred he would lose his land to speculators and still be far from
‘discharging the full amount of his debt to the govermment, Sibley
felt almost paralyzed. Was there no way out of this disturbing im-
passe? Was all his labor, his pleadings, his move to St. Charles, and
his offer to the government of his Fountain Cottage property to end
in defeat?

Sibley's debt to the United States Govermment strongly in-
fluenced three very important decisions in his life. It caused him
to accept the dangerous assigmment of surveying and marking the Santa
Fe Road. He wanted to be in on the ground floor of the Santa Fe

trade which he believed would become a lucrative business. His debt

also influenced his decision to move from Fort Osage to St. Charles.

3TIbid.

8
3 George C. Sibley to George Shannon, December 23, 1530, Sibley
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gtated his belief that by giving up his improved farm at Fort

to the United States Govermment he would be able to discharge

i8 debt in full. Both of these decisions made by Sibley were the
Morts of a man to free himself from debt.

His financial problems also influenced Mary's and his decision
i0 start at Lindenwood a private boarding school for young ladies.
long history of Lindenwood College for Women at St. Charles can
Be traced back to the Sibleys, harried and frustrated by debt, who
B8V in a private school an acceptable and legitimate way to make
poney. Certainly there were other factors that brought the Sibleys
oithis decision: their interest in educaticn, Mary's special talent
teaching, their affection for young people, the proximity of
Lindenwood to St. Louis and other growing towns east and west of the
Migsicsipp! River, and an increasing awareness of the need for

iNonien to Le educated in that age of the common man. These factors
jBnnot be discounted, but, it seems to me, that the Sibleys, weighted
gown by debt, were determinedly seeking means of overcoming that
gg.hlmz. Thus, above all else, this was the driving force that led
fihem to launch their school at Linden Woo

The Sibleys believed in education. 1In his autoblography,
[Bibley recalled his own advantages of schooling.”~ Mary had

gttended a boarding school in Kentucky for « time and had taken her
fibrary along with her to Fort Osage. Both the Sibleys took an

dnterest in the school at Harmony Mission. 8ibley publicly advocated

jvﬁeor;_;e C. Sibley to Origen Sibley, Blakely, Alabama, 1851,
mibley Mos.




i8ducation for the Indians. When Sibley brought his niece and nephew
Mo Missouri from Louisiana, he wanted to be near St. Louis where they
might enjoy the educational opportunities. Not long after his move

0 8t. Charles, Sibley began actively to support the St. Charles

48

gBenevolent Society for the education cf poor giris. Thus, the
iBibleys displayed an interest and a belief in education.

One of the stories associated with Mary's talent for teaching
bas to do with the German migration into the S5t. Charles area. When
whe Germans first arrived and settled in a little community not far
from St. Charles, Mary rode cut to meet them. There she found the
mewconmers homesick and unable to speak English. Mary decided to

Beach them English by using her Bible, which was filled with

Pictures. She named the resulting endeavor the English Bible class.
@n one occasion, Mary headed a subscription to a Sunday School Library
by selling shares at an annual cost of 25¢ and 2:¢.hz The Post Office
@mecount of George Sibley from March 16, 1830 to April 22, 1835 con-

tained charges for Mary's Sunday School Visitors, papers used for

2

Sunday School teaching.hJ

) ¢ Yo £

Sibley's Diary, October 10, 1833, Sibley Mss.
] - :
‘ “This anecdote was quoted from the Historical File on Mary
ston Sibley in the private collection of Edna McElhiney Olson, St.
Charles, Missouri.

th‘niB item appeared in the Original Pupers of the St. Charles
Presbyterian Church, 1833-1840. These papers are on file at the St.
Charles Presbyterian Church. The letters, Session Books, reports, ete.,
hp?e not been completely organized. RFurther citations from the source
"Will recad, Origlinal Papers.

SThC original Post Office Account kept by John Lilly, a tailor
Bad the postmaster at 3t. Charles, is in the poscession of Edna McElhiney
glson, St. Charles, Missouri. Sibley's account from Muren 16, 1830 to
@pril 22, 1835 run be found in this document.
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The Sibleys may have compensated for not having children of

eir own by starting a school for young girls. They had shown

-

Jife. When Sibley brought Mary to Fort Osage, they were accompanied
by Louisa, Mary's younger sister. In 1824 the Sibleys enrolled a

I
een-year-old Osage girl in the Harmony Mission School.h In

later years, the Sibleys legally adopted children and helped to

]+r
raise ancther Easton daughter. 2

A possible answer as to why the Sibleys never had children of
their own may be found in a casual remark in a letter of James
Kennerly, a forwarding agent for the factory system, in the Spring of
. Writing to Sibley, he mentioned that since Mrs. Sibley had
ldeparted St. Louis, it had been "dull." He closed his letter with the
'wish, "I hope you met Mrs. Sibley and found her in health & I hope in
'a few months you may be in as fair a way for having an heir as I am.“h6
ffennerly's concern for Mary's physical condition might have indicated
lah expectant Mary. Sibley made no menticn of it in any of his letters
or notations in his diary. However, during the 1820's Sibley made
umerous comments about his family's health which leads one to believe

5 47
that Loth he and Mary were not robust. r In their failure to have

M
William W. Graves, The First Protestant Osage Mission, 1820-
i iy 1168

_ hSFrum the notes and correspondence of Dr. Kate L. Gregg,
Hibley Mss.

)

James Kennerly to George C. Sibley, May 4, 1821, Sibley Mss.

h7Geurge C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, October 27,
Q027, Sibley Mss.
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children, the Sibleys may have found great satisfaction in showering
their love and concern on other people's children.
Others in the state of Missouri had started private schools,

and so the Sibleys had a number of examples to follow. Thomas Woody,

4n his encyclopedic A History of Women's Education in the United

;ﬁ;te observed that even before Missouri became a state it had
encouraged female Bemina.ries.LLlEj The female seminary movement was
well underway in the state by the time the Sibleys started their
school at Linden Wood.

Clearly the demand for women's education existed in Missouri.

John Mason Peck in his A Guide for Emigrants wrote that on the frontier

'%hny adults, especially females are unable to read or write, and many
fmore, who are able to read a little cannot readily understand what
{ﬁry attempt to read, and therefore take no pleasure in books and
Rtuay.

Sibley's Diary, July 3, 1835, contained an item copied from

the Richmond Compiler which reflected his sentiments concerning

ifemale education and also his great belief in its value:

Woman is the most important Sex, and if but one
half of our Race Can be educated let it be
woman instead of man. Woran forms our
Character. She watches us in Sickness, Soothes
us in distress, and Cheers us 1n the melancholy
of old age. Her rank determines that of the

1 haThamas Woody, A History of Women's Education in the United
States, I (New York, 1529), 37G-

h9J'ohn M. Peck, A Guide for Emigrants (Boston, 1831), 243.




Race. If she be highminded and virtucus, with
a soul thirsting for that which is loftiy, true,
and disinterested; So it is with the Race. IFf
she be light and vain, with her heart Set on
trifles, fond only of pleasure, Alas, for the
Community when She is So. It is ruined!20

was to the Sibleys' credit that they held to this advanced idea.
iThey were in step with what de Tocqueville defined as "the true

yod . s
finciple of democratic improvement, the right of every human

lbeing to a better and richer life. "Mrs. Sibley's School," as it

Was sometimes called, represented the combined efforts of two

entrepreneurs who believed in the great value of their undertaking.
The first building at Linden Wood was a log cabin that

housed the Sibleys in one of its wings and accomodated twenty

ders in the other.5 Thus, for a number of years the Sibleys
lived in close proximity to their students.

Ann Russell, the only child of socially prominent and wealthy
William Russell of St. Louis, became one of the first students at
Linden Wood.53 In a letter dated July 10, 1831, Russell requested

Sibley to send him information concerning the cost of educating and

L=

.

0]
> Quoted in Sibley's Diary, July 3, 1835, Sibley Mss.

1
, 2 Quoted in Merle Curti, The Growth of American Thought,
(Wew York, 1943), 388.
szTom the Historical File on Mary Easton Sibley in the private

gollection of Edna McElhiney Olson, St. Charles, Missouri.

] 53A wealthy land speculator in St. louis. Ann Russell married
‘Thomas Allen, who became the owner of the 5t. Iouis and Iron Mountain
Hailway and managed the vast ectate accumulated by his father-in-law.
-!E.John Hollum, Biographical and Pictorial History of Arkansas (Albany,
New York, 1887), 121. o '




no
no
\O

taking care of his daughter. Russell wanted his daughter to
EECQpire all the intelligence, and improvement of mind, and all the
ning, useful, domestic and ornamental, that she is cagpable of.'

stated in his letter that he would furnish "a bureau, a bedstead,

8 mattress, shoes, bonnets, combs, etc.' The kind of education he

for Ann would place 'morals, and improvement of mind, and

; sense of honor and propriety in all things above what he
fermed "school learning.' Russell was also anxious that she learn
gome of the practical arts, such as knitting, sewing, house keeping,

persoual grooming, reading, and proper posture. He preferred for

Ber to avoid reading novels. 'I do not object to play," he wrote,

Srovided it is with good little girls.” But Ann was not to attend

lh‘

public balls or the theater.” Since Ann came to Linden Wood and

remained there at least until 1836, its educational activities

@parently satisfied Russell's requirements.””

team effort. As the only teacher in the beginning, Mary had the
pesponsibility for classroom activity. Sibley remarked o a parental
¥lient that the "pupils Lere are engaged in the ordinary exercises

Of the School many hours more every day, than at any other School I

B¥er saw, and besides, they often bring those exercises into the
56
ily sitting room."”’

5
b'Sibley's correspondence with William Russell on Ann's educa-
tion at Linden Wood continued ihroughout 1836.

During the early days of Linden Wood the Sibleys operated it as

5h
William Russell to George C. Sibley, July 10, 1831, Sibley Mss.

D“chrge C. £ibley to William Russell, October 24, 1034, Sibley
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The daily classroom activity began with the girls reciting
from the Bihle,jr which the Sibleys praised as a "classic, ' the

foundation of civil liberty, a great history book, great literature,
58

‘and & teacher of morals. Aside from morning recitations from the
‘Bible, however, there is no evidence that religion was formally taught
in the school. On this point, Sibley once wrote to William Russell:

I cannot suppose it necessary to Remind you,
_that from its first inception the litile Scnool
at this-place, has been avowedly conducted on
Religious principles from which it has never
swerved for a moment. A Religious bias of an
intelligent Rational character, unconnected
with parties or sects, has ever been encour-
aged and inculcated in my family. And tho'
this has been done upon Settled priunciples,
and deemed a sacred duty, it has never been
made a Regular branch of School instruction,
occupying any time usually devoted to ordin-
ary study.”o

The study of the Bible and religion was let't to the Sunday School
and to public worship. "In the school room,  Sibley commented,
"and during the proper hours of study, a strict regard is paid to
the advancement of her [ﬁis. Sibley'g7 pupils, agreeably to the
expresseu wishes of thelr parents or Guaruians.'bo

Sibley's role lay outside the classroom. He tended to the

farm, ralsed a garden, planted an orchard, and cared for his live-

61
stock. The farm served as the primary source of food for the

5T1bia.

®1pid.

)UGeorge C. Sibley to William Russell, May 23, 1&36, Sibley
Mss.

6uGeorge C. Sibley to William Russell, October 24, 1834,
Sibley Mss.



l6chool's young constituency. Sibley also kept books and handled
‘ccrrespondence with parents and guardians. A few slaves, including
]

'a Negro Cook, Mary, did the necessary chcres on the farm and in the
. 62

‘kitchen. The farm was a key element in the total operation of the
Iinden Wood Seminary and Sibley managed it well.

With a small enrollment, never exceeding thirty prior to
Jﬁhl,63 the Sibleys were able to maintain a home-like atmosphere.
In the evening, the pupils gathered in the Sibley parlor to study and
‘engage in other activities. They attended Sunday School and public
‘Worship together. Fanny B. Audrain wrote her mother in 1834, "I go

6L
o church every Sunday." The rule at Linden Wood in regard to
‘Sunday School and Church held that unless
Parents and guardians direct the contrary, their
daughters and wards will be required to attend
the usual services of the Sunday School, either
at Linden Wood or St. Charles, as we may find it
most fit and convenient for them...and all the
pupils must go together to the place of worship

unless particular places are assigned by Farenls
for particular individuals.®2

660riginal Papers, May, 1036.

SVivian K. McClarty, ed., 'A Missionary Wife Looks at
Missouri: The Letters of Julia Barnard Strong,' Missouri Historical
Heview, XLVII (July, 1953), 330-333.

6l . , \ i
Fanny B. Audrain to her mother, December 3, 1034k, Sibley
Mss.

! 65George C. Sibley to William Russell, June 1, 18636, Sibley
Mss.




old St. Charles Presbyterian record books show that some of

66

pupils at Linden Wood became members of that Church.
Sibley's statement of Linden Wood's policy in 1836 re-
ted both his educational philosophy and hopes:

The plan upon which the Linden Wood School will
be uniformly conducted, proposes a course of
Instruction of a thorough character: Intellect-
unal, Moral, and Domestic-Based on settled prin-
ciples of the Christian religion, and carefully
adapted to those on which are founded the free
institutions of our Country.oT

By 1835-1836 Sibley had made improvements on the physical
_ 68
Macilities of the school, although his records fail to reveal the

gure of these. In addition, the Sibleys had increased the faculty
};_adding Mrs. Julia Strong, the wife of a Presbyterian clergyman

b0 had come to Missouri to preach, teach, and distribute ',r:'v_rbs.!:’"
Strongs lived at Linden Wood, and the Reverend Mr. Strong also

@18 some Leaching when not engaged in ministerial activities. Since
the enrollment had increased, the school seemed to be proupering.Tu
In 1837, an eastern girl, Miss E.D. Rosseter, came to Lirden

3 _ . i
Mood and assumed a major part of the teaching.'~ Mrs. Strong

f—

s
Qb . : - o
Session Book Number 2, Original Papers, n.d.
ér
George C. Bibley to William Russell, Muy 23, 1U36, Sibley

George C. Sibley to V. Maxey, February 27, 1836, Sibley

4 ; 1 g ‘P ; Y
McClarty, ed., A Missionary Wife Looks at Missouri,"” 330.

1p14., 333.
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Waluated Miss Rosseter as "highly esteemed by all, and does much tc

3 iAa : (e T
Bive influence and respectabilily to the school.' Mary kept alert

0 those who might be enlisted Uo teach at Linden Wood. She invited
Mrs. Strong's sister-in-law, who was teaching in Callaway County,
fﬁasouri, to join her staff at a salary of $300 per year but failed
ib persuade her to move.T3 By 1836, the school had grown to "30
Jyoung ladies ' and the curriculum included "all the branches of
' J‘-’
education which are taught in Eastern Female Seminaries.
An advertisement in the Missouri Daily Argus of August 5, 18640
reveals something of the eastern tone so derived at Linden Wood:
The Boarding School
For Young Ladies at Linden Wood
@me mile from the town of St. Charles)

Is a permanent Institution, under the direction of

Mrs. Mary E. Sibley & Miss E.D. Rosseter, with

competent assistants in every department; affording

ample facilities for the acquirements of a good

Education with every desirable accomplishment. The

most convenient seasons for entrance, are the first

weeks in September and February in every year..(D
It appears that from the beginning of Linden Wood there were
i 8C o erms one sLuaruin L1 late winuver an Lne other n wne
two school t ) tarting in lat int d th tl in Tl
Fall, with seven to eight weeks of vacation in between. At the close

of each term, the teachers conducted public examinations of the

‘students. '~

Te
Tijid., 330.

Th
. Ibid.

Ibid.

) :
Missouri Daily Argus, August 5, 18L40.
76

Sibley's Diary, March 2E-24, 183b, Sibley Mss.
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Mrs. Sibley approached the Strongs in 1839 about taki over
P

the major burden of directing the school. Mrs. Strong reported in
1639 that

The school in Mrs. Sibley's hands has been unpop-

ular. ©BShe thinks with our energetic and judicious
management we could make it equal to any in the

western states al least. We are pleased with this

mark of regard and confideace from them, but do

not covet the charge.ll

In her stalement Mrs. Strong failed to offer any explanation for the
gchool's unpopularity and she may have simply been referring to its
fdecreased enrollment and financial difficulties which must have
ésulted in part from the general financial problems following the
fpanic of 1637. At any rate, Sibley wrote in his diary in April, 18k1,
that "The Linden Wood School for Young Ladies was this day closed,

" ff.!

tgnd altogether discontinued. This marked the end of the first
ebapter in that school's significant history, but a new chapter was
‘about to begin.

Although information concerning the early history of Linden
L}-d College for Women is fer from abundant, a few summary observa-
_fona can be made. It was Mrs. Sibley's school In that she carried
‘the whole teaching burden for a time. Moreover, the Sibleys started
ithe school at least partially because they were struggling to free
fthemselves from debt and saw in a boarding school an opportunity to
ike more out of Linden Wood than just a farm. The school was

‘peither daring nor unique but followed the patterns already set by

‘Other female seminaries in the state of Missouri. With the arrival

T?MUClarty, ed., "A Missionary Wife Looks at Missouri," 341.

76,
Sibley's Diary, April 3y, 1841, Sibley Mss.
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of Miss Rosseter, the school became more imitative of eastern semin-
aries. The enrollment reached thirty at one time, but evidently
S decreased steadily after 1838 until the school was closed temporarily
in 1841. A family atmosphere prevailed, with the pupils using the
Sibley sitting room in the evenings for study and conversation.
Sibley devoted his attention to the business records, letter writing,
'gnd other activities in which a gentleman farmer near a village might
iparticipate, As in most schools of that day, the uiding principles

were the tenets of the Christian religion.




CHAPTER XI

EARLY YEARS IN ST. CHARLES




It took the govermment over a year to reply to Sibley's

_hrgumeuz of December 23, 1C30, against selling his Fountain Cottage

fproperty at a public auction in Jefferson City, and his request to

) . o ) ) ) =

ipay off the balance of his debt in lands at fair evaluation. I'ne

lanswer came in June, 1832, informing Sibley that there was no law

ipermitting the Department of the Treasury to receive lands at fair

- dion in ent © ebts owed to e United States CGovernment.

waluation in payment of debt d to the Unit tates Go

ifhe letter further stated that Sibley's case was such that it would

Justify the acceptance of hig proposition if there existed any law

80 sanction the receipt of lands in payment of debts to the govern-
P

ment.

Sibley immediately answered that since there was no law on

i$he books which sanctioned the receipt of lands in payment of

debts due the govermment, he proposed, therefore, to

make application to Congress for an act to au-

thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to com=-

promise and Settle with G.C. Sibley as Security

of Baillio and Co. in such manner as he may

consider most just and equitable and most rfor the

benefit of the United States.-2

ﬁh further petitioned that all proceedings in his case be suspended

iyom July 15, 1632 for a period of ihree years. In turn, he would

gilve the government a mortgage or a Deed of Trust on the Fountain

M L
iCottage property.

]
“George C. Sibley to V. Maxey, Solicitor of the Treasury,
Wune 15, 1831, Sibley Mss. This letter summarized earlier corre-
spondence from the United States Goverument.

'

2Tbid.
31vi4.

L
Ibid.
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Sibley's efforts met with success. The goverament suspended

proceedings on his case in order to pive Cougress time to consider
his proposals and also to provide him time to try to sell his pro-
perty to the best advantage. With the approbation of the District
Attorney, Sibley was instructed to execute a Deed of Trust to the
United States for the Fountain Cottage prayerty.b There the matter
rested in the summer of 18632, with Sibley still owing the govern-
Vo

ment $5,8y6.2h.0

The first in a series of related and tragic events occurred
in May, 1033, when Josial Stoddard Johnston was killed in a steamboat
explosion on the Red Rivcr.T From January 24, 1825, Johnston and
Sibley had carried on an interecsting correspondence that ranged
across many differeant subjects, but mostly on national politics.
An ardent supporter of Henry Clay, Johnston may have stimuluted
Bibley's devotion to the great statesman from Kentucky. In the matter
of 8ibley's debt to the govermment, Johnston, a one-time member oi the
Senate's Committee on Finance, had been Sibley's man in court and had
on occasion intervened in his behalf. When Sibley needed a govern-

ment job, he had turned to Senator Johnston for help, allhough the

4

“Vo Maxey to George C. Sibley, April 19, 1632, Sibley Mss.,

DA Statement that Exhibits the True Situation of the Account of
Geprge C. Sibley to the United States up to June 1, 1832, Sibley Mss.

TWilliam Preston Johnston, Life of General Albert Cidney Jokns-
ton (New York, 187-), T; Biographical Directory of the American Con-

gress, 17T4-1927, 1156.

ﬁTwenty Letters from George C. Sibley to Josiah Stoddard
Johnston, 1821-1632, Josiah Stoddard Johnston Papers, The H!storical
Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.
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Senator had been unsucceséful in that matter.” A few years after
Johnston's death, his widow, Elizabeth, married Henry Gilpin, a
prominent lawyer of Philadelphia.lo

During the early 1830's, cholera epidemics decimated the
population in the St. Louis area. Rufus Easton, Mary Sibley's
father, died of cholera on July 5, 1834k at the age of sixty.ll A
few weeks after Easton's death, cholera also killed Dr. Seth
Millington, a prominent St. Charles physician and Sibley's closest
neighbor.12 Thus, some of Sibley's most influeantial supporters
were lost to him. Moreover, the horrifying threat of this dreaded
disease must have caused the Sibleys many anxious moments as they
contemplated the danger to their young charges at the school. The
record, however, shows that neither the Sibleys unor the students
were ever stricken by the disease.

In May, 1834, Sibley went to Fort Osage to try to sell his
Fountain Cottage property. On his arrival there he found that the
threat of the Mormon War in Jackson County had decreased the rate of
immigration into the country. This, he claimed, prevented him from
disposing of his property, and so he had to return to Linden Wood

1
without achieving his purpose. 3

&Jbsiah Stoddard Johnston to George C. Sivley, Decewber 15,
1826, Sibley Mss.

101, 1844, Sibley on his way back from the Whig Conventiocn
held in Baltimore visited in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gilpin.

llSibley's Diary, July 5, 1834, Sibley Mss.

lerid., August 4, 1834.

131bid., June 11, 183k.




By January, 1836, the govermment had become insistent that

.Sibley settle his obligation to it. Sibley went to St. Louis early
in Janvary to surrender himself and all he possessed to the officers
of the law and to avail himself of the Act of Congress for 'the
‘relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United States."lh Archibald
-ﬂmmlz, Sibley's brother-in-law and close personal friend, stepped
Mn to prevent the liguidation of Sibley's property holdings. With
Gamble's assistance Sibley was able to offer as security for his one
1ast debt "the bonds of Messr. Archibald Gamble and William Russell
‘of this City; drawn payable in One, Two and Three years in equal
};stlllments.”ls Gamble and Russell took control of' the Fountain
Wlottage property with the intention of starting a town and selling
Jlots. Later on Gamble purchased Russell's share of the pro_:_)-.':rt.,yLf'-’J
‘and asked Sibley for suggestions f'or the name of the new town.

:Eibley with some modesty suggested two names: Sibley and Osage.

e was no question that Sibley really preferred tLhat the town bear
'iis name for, as he reminded Gamble, he had cut the first tree, "and
86 & Public servant, dwelt nearly Twenty Years on the .":ipr‘-l;."l‘r e
@150 advised Gamble to begin selling lots no later than June or July

jand to move ahead with rapidity. Jump whilst the maggol bites," was

4 .
George C. Sibley to V. Maxey, January 1lli, 1636, Sibley Mss.

Lrbia.

16
Transfer of Mortgage [rom William Russell to Archibald Gamble,
T, 1839, Sibley Mss.
17
George C. Sibley to Archibald Gamble, April 11, 1436, Sibley

1
Ibid.




St11l another matter reached.s final setilement when the

govermment reimbursed the commissioners for theilr outlay on the

king of the Santa Fe Road. For seven years the three commission-

&rs, headed by Sibley, had worked to pget the govermmen!t to pay them

jback. In the process Lhe government lost two sets of vouchers,

forci Sibley and Reeves to submit still a third set in triplicate.
ng ¥ p

Bibley also had found it necessary to visit Washington in person for

L Y : ¢ I

interrogation, all of which irritated him so much that he labelled

¥ ALY
the highway between nations, "Benton's damned Santa Fe Road!'

In
1836 a special act of Congress reimbursed the Commissioners for the
oney that Sibley had advanced in 1026-1827, and the long struggle
L 20 s ey - .
came to an end. In January, 1837, Sibley recorded the following
iin his diary:

The Debt I owed tc the Unlted States as Surety for

Paul Baillio and Co. (I never owed tha any other)

has been all paid, and fully discharged--and my

claim for $1,504.5k for advances on the Mexican

Read Q:u all been settled and paid--und we are now

even.cl
The move to St. Charles in 1828 had brought the Sibleys into

a8 new relationship and experience with an organized, institutional

Church. There had been no Church at Fort Osage, although the Sibleys

e
T
s

d encouraged Harmony Mission and had shared to a degree

gperation. Sibley had been an admirer of what he called "the gimple

1y L :
Quoted from Gregg, The Road to Santa Fe, 48.

2OBuford Rowland, ed., "Report of the Commissioners on the
d from Missouri to New Mexico, October, 1827, New Mexico Histor-
deal Review, XIV (July, 1539), 226.

2l

Sibley's Diary, January 1, 1837, Sibley Mss.
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&and sublime character of Chvrist,' anc au adherent to a Puritan code
of ethics, but classified himself as "merecly an unbeliever and not a
violent opposer"” to the Christian religion. Mary came from a family
that had shown little interest in formal religion and had not been a
member of a church. Mrs. V.G. Carpenter, Mary's niece, recalled that
her Aunt Mary had once told her that "she saw a vision of an angel
who asked why she (Mrs. Sibley) was not a Christian working for the
‘benefit of the human race?"22 Although Mary did not describe this
religious experience in her diary, she became a very active member of
e Presuyterizan Toordn, Ganght w Dotdn Sunday SODOOL, Talsed unoney
for a church building, kept a diary which she £illed with confessions
and requests for spiritual growth, and, evidenltly, influenced her
husband to take more of an interest in the Church. Mary Jjoined the
St. Charles Presbyterian Church on March 20, 1852.23 ibley, whom
Mary once described as a man who found fault with the church, finally
united with the Presbyterian Church on January 30, 1836.2h Even
before that, however, Sibley had taken an inecreasing interest in the

life and activity of the church.

30

P L ]
““This letter from Mrs. V.G. Carpenter is addressed to Frank

(but no last nume). Frank, according to the letter, was the
graudson of Archibald and Louisa Gemble. There is no date on the
letter. Sibley Mss. Mary Sibley's Journal, March 20, 1832, Sibley
Mss.

23Cchurch Membership Roll Book, 1616-184y, March 28, 1832,
Original Papers.

2hrhia., January 30, 1836




The beginning of the Presbyterian Church in St. Charles
occurred in the summer of 1010 when Solomon Giddings, a Presbyterian
missionary from St. Louis, organized a Sunday Scuool.25 There were
nine persons who covenanted to take the Holy Bible as their authority
in spiritual matters and to abide by the Westminster Confession of
lhith.aG

About the time the Sibleys began to show an interest in the
Presbyterian Church it was facinz a serious division. Hiram C.
Chamberlain, commissioned by the United Domestic Missionary Society
to labor in Missouri, arrived in St. Charles in the spring of 1829,
;preached for a time in the local church, and & minority of the
‘congregation wanted to call him as pastor. Opposed by the ruling
elder, Thomas Lindsay, Hiram Chamberlain moved on to other fields of

‘endeavor. Lindsay's opposition to Chamberlain rested on theological

“y

:grounds.ﬂ

Thomas Iindsay had migrated from Scotland, and for a number of
years lived near Columbia, South Carolina. Not long after the
Iouisiana Purchase he moved west and settled near 5t. Charles,
bringing with him Negro slaves to carry on his extensive farming oper-

aationa.ac While Sibley lived at Fort Osage he had purchased seeds

2
5Early History of the St. Charles Presbyterian Church, Original

iPapers; also see The Missouri Presbyterian, III (February, 194k), &5.

2bSession Book, No. 1, August 30, 1618, Criginal Papers.

27George C. Sibley, 'The Presbyterian Church of St. Charles,
Missouri; Its Hecent History and Disturbance, ' Original Papers.

“Omuken from Anne Gauss, '"Scrapbook," August 1, 1¢13, Original

Papers.
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from Lindsay. A strick, nard-core, ortnodox Scoteh Presbyterian,

Lindsay devoted many hours %o studying the Bible and entered whole-
heartedly into the life of the Presbyterian Church. He and his wife,
Margaret, signed the original covenant at St. Charles and his wife
taught a large number of Negroes to read the Bible. The Sibleys'
friendship with the Lindsays grew into a great admiration of the
venerable elder and his wife. Sibley said of Lindsay that he pos-
sessed 'a more thorough knowledge of an experience in Church matters,
and most exemplary piety, that he is esteemed as the 'Father of the
Church of St. Charles.'"gy

The conflict that flared between Lindsay, the ruling elder,
and Chamberlain, the itinerant missionary, represented more than
Just a difference in views and personality since their differences
reflected in microcosm the source of a devastating coanflict which in
time would divide the Presbyterian Church in the United States.jo
During the 1630's, men like Lindsay and Chamberlain disagreed, debated,
argued, and eventually provoked a bitter conflict and controversy
that split the Presbyterian Church.

The dispute involved the working out of a Plan of Union for
Presbyterian and Congregational Churches and for future operations

of the American Home Missionary Society. The Plan of Union had been

2‘ m, - L]
ySibley, The Presbyterian Church of S5t. Charles,' Original
Papers.

3OSee Ernest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in the South, 1607~
1861, I (Richmond, Virginia, 1963), 350-376; William Warrcn Sweed,
The Story of Religion in America (New York, 1,37), 375-37%, for
discussions of the causes of division between the 01d and New Presby-
terians.
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approved by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church and the
Ceneral Association of Connecticut (Congregational) in 1801, and
provided that Cougregational and Presbyterian Churches on the

advancing frontier could employ ministers affiliated with either one

of the two depominations. I alsoc stipulated that churches contain-
dng both Congregationalists and Presbyterians could elect standing
icommittees, in lieu of a session, and that these committees could
represent their Churches in the presoyteries and serve as ruling
lelders, although they were not ordained church officers. The structure
ﬁf this plan reflected the need for cooperation among major Church
denominations in America confrooting the vast needs and challenges of
the American frontier. For staunch Presbyterians, however, the Plan
of Union seemed to open the dcor to certain elements that threatened
fhe purity and the orthodoxy of the Church.31
On the other hand, the American Home Missionary Society,
organized in 1526, composed of both Congregationalists and Presby-
terians, was beyond ecclesiastical control. In time, the American
Home Missionary Society began to compete with the Presbyterian Board
of Home Missions. As an eminent historian of Presbyterian Church
*fatory, Ernest Trice, has put it, '...it was inevitable that the
issue must be faced and resolved--shall the benevolent work of the
ehurch be carried co by voluntary societies cutting across denomina-

{onal lines, which are beyond Lhe church's control, or by boards

which are the agencies of the unurch.’ja
31 .
Sweet, The Story of Religion, 375.
20

c -
Thompson, Presbyteriuus in the South, 302.




By the 1630's, theological differences bad intensified the

leonflict. Orthodox, old-line, Scotch Presbyterians like Thomas
ilindsay adhered tc the old doctrines and tested ways embodied in

the Westminster Confession of Faith. They looked askance at the
‘Plan of Unicn, the American Home Missionary Society, and the new
theology, and were pleased to be known as the Old School Presbyter-
dans. On the other hand, the New School Presbyterians, drawing from
ithe ranks of the Cond;-egatiomlists and eastern liberals, favored a
theology which emphasized man's freedom of will and his consequent
geapousibility.jj They were nmodifiers of Calvinism, determined to
imake it less rigid, less stern and more appealing to the age of the
‘common man. With two such elements within the Church, its unity was
‘tested, and eventually a schism occurred. When the struggle erupted
in the Presbyterian Church at St. Charles the Sibleys sided with

=
o

‘Thomas Lindsay and the other 0ld School devotees.
Despite the difficulties in the church, it grew 1ln membership
‘and was fortunate to secure the services of several well-educated
fand devoted pastors. On Jaouary U, 1833, the session considered
Wuilding a new House of Worship, appointed a committee to purchase
8 lot, and provided for a subscription list to be dravn.jb The small
}énngregation had been meeting in a building loaned to 1t by Mrs.

6
Catherine Collier, an active MEIHOuist.s The Presbyterian Church

33

4
3 Early History of the St. Charles Presbyterian Church,

lovember 7, 1618-September 25, 1018, Original Fapers.

Ibid., 352-353.

S
J)Seaasion Book, No. 1, January Y, 1833, Original Papers.

5bOison, Historical St. Comrles, n.p.
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later had obtained the hall where the state legislature had formerly
met . T The session now felt that the time had arrived to build its
own church building.

Mary was appointed to the subscription committee, while
Sibley, though not as yet a memver of the congregation, was selected
along with one of the members to contract for the building of the
church. Although Sibley and his fellow committeeman were to be paid
& modest sum for their time and services, some unknown person later
noted in the official record of the church that "Mr. Wardlow served
a few days only for which he charged and was paid $5. George C.
Sibley done all the rest but charged nothiog at all for many days and
weeks attention.“ju It is unlikely that Sibley wrote the comment
because its grammatical misconstruction would have been foreign to him.

The congregation expected to spend around $3000 to erect a
stone-and-brick structure fifty-eight feet long and forty-five feet
wide, and with a combined seating capacity of five hundred on the
ground floor and in the L;aller;,'.Bj Mary suvscribed $20 to the new
Bittitog. "

Under Sibley's careful and serious direction, the building of

the church moved ahead until late in the year 10633 when the cholera

3?Early History of the St. Charles Presbyterian Church,

Original Papers.
3&Sessiou Book, No. 1, June 4, 1833, Original Papers.

39%rom the Original Subscription List for "0ld Blue'" Church,
1833, Original Papers.

%orhia.
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demic and the return of Hiram Chamberlain halted the project and
et in motion the forces of division.hl
The Reverend Mr. W.W. Hall, pastor of the church, commented on
the terrifying epidemic and its effect on the church. He wrote

The House of God deserted. Our Sabbath Schools

shut up. Our Bible classes discontinued. Our

catechism laid aside. The building of our

church retarded. Desolation has spread its evil

wings.42

Hall left St. Charles late in 1833, and Hiram Chamberlain

in assumed the church pastorate at that time. The controversial
jberlain stirred up so much trouble among the memters of the
congregation that the session, controlled by the Old School adherents,
turned to the St. Charles Presbytery for help and guidance. After

considering the problem, the Presbytery made the following recommenda-

That this Presbytery do in the fear of God earn-

estly request Mr. Chamberlain to retire frowm the

troubled region. And moreover that they ¢do not

recognize his act in electing new elders.”3
Undaunted, and feeling that justice had not been served,
Chamberlain appealed his case to the Synod of Missouri. Emotions were
80 intense that people feared for the lives of the investigators who

ame to St. Charles to view first hand the "troubled region.” The

L
lEarly History of the St. Charles Presbyterian Church, Original




Synod, meeling at Marion College in northeaster. Missouri on

October 15, 1835, decided on the basis of a full investigation of the
matter that Chamberlain had not been guilty of viclating any moral
principles, but that he had shown poor judgement in his attempt to
divide and conguer the Presbyterian Church of St. Charles.“h The
Synod advised Chamberlain to seek another field of labor, and encour-
aged the church to bury its differences and to unite in the love of
Chris*b.h5 While Chamberlain did leave St. Charles, there remained

a legacy of hard feelings, disunity, and an uneasy truce between

01d School and New School factions whose differences he had helped

to sharpen. Throughout the Chamberlain case, Sibley gave his full
support to Thomas Lindsay and the other 0ld School Fresbyterians who
firmly believed that Chamberlain was the apostle of discord and
heresy.

Largely because of the division in the church, fthe building

L6 )
project remained unfinished. It was not until early io 1037 that
the Session turned its attention once again %o the completion of
the church building. The Segsion prevailed on Sibley to act aguin as
> . !-5'.-’ - N [ 144 i
agent and treasurer for the project. ' DBecause ol the critical

financial situation resulting from the Panic of 1037, €ibley found it

Ll
Session Book No. 1, April 28, 1635, Original Papers.
)SibIEJ, The Presbyterian Church of St. Charles,’ Original

Papers.

l

lCSessiun Book, 1837, May 10, 1837, Original Papers.

J;T
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glmost impossible to raise adeyupate funds, although he gave generously

lHmself und attempted to raise money from outsice sources. OSHibley

& o

gid mana, ¢ tc complete enough of the church bullding to enable the
Pongregat on to begin services in it by the Spring of 1U30. Cholera

[
.

guidem

tbe Chamberlain controversy, and thc¢ hard times had modi-

fied the imposing plans for the church building that Lhe congregation

bad first conceived.

On Janvary 3, 183%, Sibley gave his financial report, which

o

o

ghowed Lhe Lotal cost of the building to be $1,U59.43, funds recieved,

2l

$1,315.36, and a deficit of $54L .07 which Sibley himself had made up.
Sibley suggested that if the church would pay him lmmediately $160,
he would cancel the remaining b.lance of $304.07. The Session gladly
accepted. The record of conblributicas to the building project shows
thal. the Sibleys pave a total of $Tl?-l?,h whiech nade them the
largest cootributors.

The new Presbyterian Church in St. Charles became known as
101d Blue," as the blue glass in the church gave a bluish cast to
Lke Drick exterior. An unknown author wrole this charmilng sketch of
the building:

There was a graveyard about 'Old Blue' and a bell

was suspenced in a tall tree. The Church was brick

and had one room. There was a docr on each side of the
pulpit and as the congregation faced the doors, persons
arriving could be inspected as to their Pashions and
manuerisms. There was a man who always scraped his
shoes carefully on the door mats, however dry the wea-
ther. In winter ola Mrs. Cummins came with a little

Le
George C. Sibley to Elders and Deacons of the 5t. Charles
Presbyterian Church, January 3, 1039, Origiual Papers.




nigger carrying a root stove and the high pulpif
was reached by several additional steps. Back
of the pulpit was sofa. At the rear of the
room three or four pews were on a nigaer _evel
than the others....There was an organ...collec-
tion was taken in brown velvet bags at the end
of long poles....there were sana boxes for
chevwers of tobacco.*Y

In the General Assembly of 1636 the 0ld School Presbyterians
gained control and by refusing to recognize the New Schocl delegates
forced them to leave the Fresbyterian denomination and to form a new
and separate church.so After the split in Missouri, the Old School
and New School Presbyterians went their separate ways and began to
expand along their own guidelines,

The final break in the Presbyterian Church of St. Charles did
not come until April, 18h0.5‘ Thomas Lindsay, now old and infirm,
wrote to Sibley, who had become one of the staunch defenders of the
01ld School position in the St. Charles Presbyterian Church, as follows:

My dear friend I have felt much oa this subject
and still feel and am willing to do what I can
(and this is but little in these ueclining days)
to support and defend the truth and preaching of
the true gospel amony us. I love our church. I
love her doctrines-her order and ner discipline
and have no inclinmation to follow those who are
given to change.’?

The Sibleys stood by Lindsay, readying themselves for the attempt of

the New School faction to defeat the resolution before the St. Charles

hyFhrom the Early History of the St. Charles Presbyterian
Church, Originul Papers.

SOSweet, The Story of Religion, 376-379.

51Report of a Congregational Meeting, April 28, 140, Original
Papers.

52

Papers.

ma. o George C. SBib: ecember L, 1t Origital
Thomas Lindsay to George Sibley, December ! 39, & 1
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‘Presbyterian Church to the effect that the General Assembly which
had convened in Philadelphia in the year 1838 was the "only true
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
for year 1838."53

At a local church meeting on April 28, 1840, chaired by
Sibley, the congregation voted {wenty-four in favor, seventeen
against, and five abstentions, and the above resoclution passed,
Steps then were taken for the dissenting members tc leave the church
and to form, if they desired, another congregation. 'The trial,"
Sibley said, "was indeed severe, but the triumph of principle was
complete.“5h Eventually the dissenting members did remove themselves,
built the Constitution Presbylerian Church in 1842, and called James
Gallaher, the former controversial New School minister of the St.
Charles Presbyterian Church, as its miuister.55

Throughout the remainder of his life Sibley held tc the
orthodox theological position of the 0ld School Presbyterians. In
his religious writings he used theological phrases from 0ld School
Calvinism, such as, 'Mankind in their fallen and degraded state,”
man is naturally prone to evil,' "men are sinful in all their

56

propensities, ' and man is "uufit to enjoy happiness in this world."

53George C. Sibley, 'The Reverend James Gallaher and the St.
Charles Presbyterian Church of 8t. Charles, Missouri, (Unpublished
manuscript, October 28, 1640), Original Papers.

2

g TR

55Olson, Historical St. Charles, n.d.

-

56Geor5e C. Sibley to William Russell, June 1, 183206, Sibley

J

Mss.




These phrases reflected the Calvinistic idea of original sin and
guilt. But man was not completely helpless, Sibley believed, for
God had sent His Son into the world to call man to repentance and to
faith in His Son. This was the way to eternal life. Since Christ
was the answer, 'We must look to God thro' Christ, for the light of
truth to conduct us safely thro' this to a better world. This light
he has given.""?

Sibley saw the Christian religion as sublime in its simplicity.
He believed that children of a tender age could understand the truths
of the Christian religion. To him, Christianity was universal in
nature, and thus it had to be adapted to the understanding of simple
people. People did not need a lifetime to figure it out. In Sibley's
view, as compared with 'abstruse or [;1g7 propositions in Algebra,
GCeometry, Music...the understunding of the Christian religion is

y 2
plainness itself.

From 1032 until the end of his life Sibley remained a devout,
faithful, and active member of Lhe Presbyterian Church, revered its
traditions, agreed with its theology, and upheld the Westminster
Confession of Faith. His Presbyterianism was not only vital to him,
but in the future history of Lindenwood College it was to play a most

important role.

\un

George C. Sibley to William Russell, June 1, 1636, Sibley

997bid.
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Moreover, Sibley's growing religiosity ian later life had some
bearing on his views on slavery. He had Leen a slave owner since

1613.°7

After the Factory System closed in 1822 Sivley farmed near
Fort Osage, and his 1624 tax list showed that he owned five slaves--
a man, a woman, and three boys.bo A Negro servant accompanied him
on the road to Santa Fe in 1027.61 When Mrs. Henry Leavenworth was
on her way to join her husband in 1829, Mary Sibley loaned her
Clara, Mary's personal slave.62
Sibley continued Lo own slaves at Linden Wood and also
hired slaves from other people at the going rate of $120 a year.63
At one period the Sibleys owned at least six slaves but on the eve
of the Civil War had only two, a man and his wife. Although the
Sibleys freed this couple prior to legal emancipation, Sibley

1"

apparently believed that the best position for the Negroes for their
own good, is that of domestic slavery and strict subordination to
the white race."

Sibley became active in the American Colonization Soclety after

his move to S5t. Charles, a reflection perhaps of his growing interest

G .
5jGe'o:r'.';e C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, September 25, 1813,
Sibley Mss.
0} $
6 George C. Sibley's Tax List, Lillard County, 1824, Sibley

61
Gregg, The Road to ganta Fe, 55.

Mss.

-

_ 02General Henry lLeavenworth to George C. Sibley, August 22,
1629, Sibley Mss.

63George C. Sibley to Dr. Arch Dorsey, August 29, 1627,
Sibley Mss.

6hSibley's Diary, September 1, 1059, Sibley Mss.
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1

in the Presbyterian Church. According to the 1032 Church budget,
the item, colonization, appearcd as a missionary and benevolent
expense.65 While Sibley must have known about the Society earlier,
he did not have an opportunity to participate actively in its work
until he moved to St. Charles and became associaled with the Iresby-
terian Church. The Sibleys attended colonization meetings, sub-

scribed to the African Repository, the Society's journal, and in

184k, Sibley took the freed slaves of Thomas Lindsay to New Orleans.
There, in accordance with Lindsay's will, he made arrangements for
the Colonization Society to relocate the slaves in Liberia.66

The program of the American Colonization Society fitted well
with the Sibley family background. John's father had owned slaves
in Fayetieville, North Carolina, and continued to do so in Louisiana.
Any Southerner who wished to emancipate his slaves found in coloniza-
tion the means of removing them from white society and thereby also
escaped possible censure from neighbors who disliked having free
Negroes in their com:nm:ti‘t«;y'."rr These pragmatic solutions to dis-
turbing questions attracted the support of many southern slave Owoers.

Moreover, the colonizatioan movement appealed to Sibley's basic
gonservatism by maintaining a middle course between radical aboli-
tionism and def'enders of the status quo. Eibley opposed the

abolitionists. In April, 1837, Sibley stopped his subseription to

6 ,
5Sesaion Book, No. 1, May 7, 1832, Original Papers.

66Sibley's Diary, March 4, 1844, Sibley Mss.

6‘Iouis_Filler, The Crusade Against Slavery, 1030-1660 (Hbrper
Torchbooks, 1960), 20-21.
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KElijah P. Lovejoy's newspaper on the grounds that it stirred up
‘controversy and trouble. However, in the Fall of 1037, Sibley saved
Lovejoy from an outraged St. Charles mob by providing him with a
‘horse to maxe a get-away. -.

The colonization movement did something else f'or Sibley. On
the surface, he seemed to have no qualms about the morality of
slavery. However, Samuel Hopkins, his grandfather, had spearheaded
the antislavery movement in Rhode Island after the American Revolu-
tion. BSuch an influence must have, at times, pricked his conscience
goncerning the evils of human slavery. Therefore, the colonization
movement may have served as Sibley's compromise with conscience.
Taking a course that was in his mind orderly, peaceful, fair to slave
owners, and conducive to the emancipation of slaves enabled Sibley
o continue to believe that the Negro's position should be inferior
to that of the white man but also to support gradusl abolition and
colonization of slaves.

St. Charles was not like Fort Osage. Involved in new
experiences and relationships, the Sibleys found the early years in
that thriving community on the banks of the Missouri River often
trying and burdensome, but not without reward. The years were marked
by a continual improvement of the Sibley farm at Linden Wood. For the
first Lime in their lives the Sibleys became immersed in Church life,
reuds, and unrest. They became members of a Sunday School, attended

prayer meetings, supported the St. Charles Bible Scciety, and went

60
Merton L. Dillon, Elijub P. Lovejoy, Abolitionist Editor
(niversity of 111inois Iress, 1.61), 123-124. SR e o '
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to Temperance Meetings where, on a number of occasions, they were
mightily impressed when known serious drinkers signed the pledge.Gy

In retrospect, it would appear that the creation of Linden
Wood College was by all odds the most significant achievement of
the Sibley's early years in St. Charles. Unquestionably, this will
be secured when they began that school beneath the Linden trees on
their farm outside the village of St. Charles.

But there was surely another achievement which George C.
Sibley must have looked upon as perhaps his greatest victory. Not
the farm, not the school, not the church, but that victory of which
he wrote in his thumb-nail autobiography in the year 1851:

I settled my accounis with the govermment, and
now have the satisfaction of being able to

show complete acquitance from every pecuniary, 0
obligation that I ever owed the government. e

6 :
951b1ey'a Diary, January 13, 1842, Sibley Mss.

TOGeorge C. Sibley to Origen Sibley, 1851, Sibley Mss.



CHAPTER XII

A CLAY MAN IN MISSOQURI




During Sibley's years with the United States Government Factory
System he said very little about territorial and national political
issues except for an expressed hostility toward Great Britain. Sibley,
like Henry Clay and the War Hawks, resentea British traders in
American territory and the violation of American neutraility on the

high seas before the outbreak of the War of 1012.

Sibley came by his emmity toward Great Eritain {rom his family
and from a first-hand experience with the British on the western
frontier. Sibley's grandfather, Samuel Hopkins, had thundered against
the "Mother Country" from his Puritan pulpit in Newport, Rhcde Island,
until the British forced him to seek the safety of the back country
of Massachusetts during the American Revolutiun.ﬁ Sibley's father,
John, while a newspaper editor in Fayetteville, North Carolina,

Joined in protests leveled at high-handed British treatment of
American shipping and England's "wicked aristocracy' which supposed-
ly threatened the surge of freedom both on the continent and in
ﬁmerica.?’

Sibley's anti-British feeling increased whenever the British
incited the Indians against the Americans or competed too vigorously

for the Indian fur trade on the frontier. When Sibley urged his

lGeorge C. Sibley to William Clark, July 2, 1813, Sibley
Mss; Clement Eaton, Heary Clay and the Art of American FPolitics
(Boston, 1957), 25.

2
Richard Mather Bayles, ed., History of Newport County,
Rhode Island (Newport, 188€), 46,

3From a report of a public meeting held in Fayetteville,
North Carolina, April 17, 18, 179% quoted in The North Carolina
Review, VI (July, 1929), 319-322.
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father-in-law, Rufus Easton, territorial delegate from Missouri,
to press for a law in 1816 to bar British traders from the western
frontier he manifested a temper shared by a majority of westerners
toward Great Brit.ain.]4 From this groundswell of anti-British
gsentiment emerged the great Kentuckian, Henry Clay, who best
represented such feelings and used them to good advantage in his
rise to national 1eadersh:i.p.5

Aside from Sibley's outspoken dislike for Great Britain,
his papers from 1805 to 181¢% indicated that he remained silent in
regard to political figures and issues. During those years he
recorded no opinions concerning men of political vrominence, such
as Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, John Quincy
Adams, John C. Calhoun and Henry Clay. Nor did he record convic-
tions about such political questions as the second national bank,
tariff, internal improvements, development of a sirong army and
navy, and American expansion. Although cautious and hesitant to
take a definite stand on political issues and personalities, his
papers did manifest his understianding and interest in regard to
many of the contemporary problems of the day: Indians, land,
slavery, speculation, town development and agriculture.

Moreover, Sibley's great interest in politics and politicians

accounted for his avid reading of contemporary newspapers. As a

hMary Easton Sibley to Rufus Easton, February 11, 1816,
Sibley Mss.

5Eaton, Henry Clay, 26.
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young and inexperienced assistant factor at Fort Bellefontaine in
6
1806, Sibley ordered newspapers to bolster his morale. The National

Intelligencer, founded in 1600, and the Niles' Weekly Register,

founded in 1011, were delivered to Fort Osage. He alsc read the

Missouri Gazette and the Misscuri Intelligencer. Sibley was also a

subscription representative for the Missouri Intelligencer while at

Fort Osage.? Filled with information and points of view on major
territorial, and later on stage, and national 'measures and men,"
these papers kept Sibley in touch with the "outside" political world
and were instrumental in the molding of his political philosophy.
Sibley once wrote to James H. Birch, the editor of the

Western Monitor, 1827, that

We backwoods clodhoppers want correct information,
sir, upon matiers of public concern; and more
especially in relation to the great party dispute
that seems to pervade the Union as to measures and
meu. Very few of us can have any otner interest
in this dispute than to qualify ourselves tc vote
at the polls, for those men who may move more
likely to serve us faithfully, according to the
well established principles of the constitutional
laws of the land.8

Moreover, Sibley believed that by reading newspapers he was better
informed than most of his neighbors.y Josiah Stoddard Johaston,

Sibley's close friend and political confidant, once told him that in

6George C. Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, October 25, 1806, Sibley

Mss.

T
Missouri Intelligencer, April 22, 1620.

8
George C. Sibley to the Editor of the Western Monitor, Septem-
ber 20, 1627 and also appearing in the Missouri Intelligencer and
Boon's Lick Advertizer, October 12, 1527.

“Tbid.
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Washington "little is known...except what is found in papers or
ref'lections made on what is known.'lo By devouring newspapers while
in the government's service on the western frontier, Sibley kept
abreast of political developments, discerned the positions of the

politicians, and formed his own political persuasion on which he

was to take an uneguivocal stana.

Early in 1619, the Enabling Act for Missouri's statehood
came before Congress. A crisis developed when Representative James
Tallmadge of New York moved that the Enabling Act be amended by
prohibiting the further introduction of slavery into the proposed
state of Missouri and by freeing all slave children presently in
Missourl when they reached the age of tnm:.nt..y—:‘j‘.ﬂt:.l'l The Tallmadge
Amendment, passed by the House of Representatives, but defeated in
the Senate, aroused every section of the nation. To his brother,
Samuel, in July, 1819, Sibley declared that 'no gquestion has ever
been agitated since '76 so delicate and deeply interesting to the
whole Union as this one I allude Lu."lz The division in the country
over the question of slavery portended tragedy. Clay termed the

13 .
crisis a "critical moment, while the venerable Thomas Jefferson

0
1 John Stoddard Johnston to George C. Sibley, January 10,
1830, Sibley Mss.

b
The Tallmadge Amendment, February 13, 101Y, Henry Steele
Commager, ed., Documents in American History, I (New York, 1958),
225.

o]

‘Geurge Sibley to Samuel) H. Sibley, July 10, 181Y, Sibley Mss.

l3quted in Alfred Lightfoot, "Henry Clay and the Missouri
Question, 1019-1621," Missouri Historical Review, LXI (January, 1Y67),
2 ‘Tlll-
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described the question of slavery as like a man who has a wolf by the

1k

ears, aue 'can neither hold...nor safely let it go.' The somber

Wew Epgland statesman, John Quincy Adams, saw in the coontroversy a

nl5

'title page to a great tragic volume. Sibley echoed these opin-

jons when he wrote, "God only knows wkat will be the consequences-

pernaps on this hangs the permaunency or dissolution of the Union.'lb
Sibley was not opposed Lo slavery, and yet, in 1ldl%Y he
supported restrictions on slavery in Missouri. Should the restric-

tion, " he stated to his brother, 'proposed by Cougress be finally
adopted (as I most heartily wish may be the case) we shall be the
bappiest State in the world.“17 Fearing that Congress would not
exercise 1ts sovereignty over the admission of a new state, Sibley
believed that Missouri might become a 'mere colony of the Southern

10 His attitude stemmed from his belief that the Union

Slave States."
Puat be preserved, and further, Lhat the twin pillars upholding
unionism were the Constitution and a Coungress actiung forcioly within
its constitutional limits.

During the early part of 1820 Congress sought various means of

resolving the Missouri qguestion. On February 18, 1820, the Senate

1pia., 147.
lsIbid.
16 . :
George Sibley to Samuel H. Sibley, July 10, 161Y, Sibley Mss.
17

lﬁ;bid.

Ibid.




agreed to admit Maine as a free state on the condition that Misscuri
enter as a slave state. However, Lhe House of Representatives
quickly rejected the Senate bill anc¢ then spproved John Taylor's
amendment forbidding the further intrcduction of slavery. Deadlocked
in what appeared to be a hopeless situation, the forces of compromise
began to ebb and flow in back rooms and in the corridors of govern-
ment buildings until the Senate pussed a bill admitting Maine as a
free state and Missouri as a slave state, but with slavery excluded
from the Louisiana Purchase elsewhere avove the line 30930'. The
House by a vote of 134-L2 agreed to this famous Missouri Compromise.l""
On March 6, 1620, Congress granted permission for Missouri
to proceed with the drafting and adopticn of a state constitution.
3ﬁaaouri arranged for a Constitutional Coanvention to couvene in
St. Louis on June 12, 1820 und for the election of delegates. In
‘the Missouri Intelligencer, April 12, 1820, Sibley announced his

candidacy as a delegate to the convention from Cooper Count).'U

In his announcement, Sibley stated his views on major issues.
First of all, he favored the inclusion of a provision in the Consti-
tution guaranteeing universal manhood sufirage. Feeling that
‘gome convention delegates might oppose this principle, he declared
that he would never '"consent, being most decidedly in favor of
allowing every citizen, whether rich or poor, an eyual right to vote
for those who are to make and administer the laws by which he is to

‘be governed. w2l

C
1)Commager, ed., Documents in American History, I, 224-225,

0]
£ Missouri Intelligencer, April 12, 1620,

2libid.
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Second, Sibley believed that the western limit of the state
should be extended "so as to cross the Missouri River at least fifty
miles above the mouth of the Kansas %iver." The Enabling Act had
already set the boundaries of the state, tut Sibley pledged that he
would work for a change.22

Third, on the slavery question, Sibley affirmed that he would
"never consent to any clause in the Missouri Constitution that shall
have the most indirect tendency to infringe on, or impair the rights
of property.’ Purthermore, ne stated his 'fixed and unalterable

opposition to any clause that would “"allow or tolerate a free black

population within the state." He then proclaimed a guldeline which
he was later to follow as a member of the Americen Colonization Socie=-
ty, to-wit:

So long as there are blacks among us, so long,

I think, they ought to be held slaves. So soon as

they are freed, so soon, I think, they ought to

be sent out of the state and out of the United

States.23

Sibley bad supported a restriction on slavery in 1819 when

Missouri's future hung in the balance in regard to statehood, but
not through any conviction that slavery was morally wrong. Rather, he

believed that exclusion of slévery from the new state would save it from

221hi4.

231pid.
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great trouble and possible division in the future. However, in 1820,
the restriction had been swept aside by Congress and Missouri had
been admitted to the Union as a slave state. Thus, the guestion of
whether Missouri was to be slave or free had bLeen settled, and in his
letter to the people of Cooper County, Sibley pledged his intention of
abiding by Lhat decision. Throughou% his life, Sibley remained con=-
sistent in his position on slavery and also somewhal prophetic in
believing that the question of slavery would in time test the unity
of the nation. However, not being widely known in Cooper County,
Sibley failed in his bid for election as a delepate to the convention.
In the presidential election year of 1824 Sibley championed
Henry Clay for the Presidency, and thus began his long and active
political allegiance to the Kentucky statesman. In a letter to the

Missouri Intelligencer on August 22, 1624, Sibley announced his candi-

dacy for the office of elector for the first electoral district in
Missouri. "If I shall be elected, ' he declared, my vote will be
given to Henry Clay of Kentucky, to be President of the United States,
and John C. Calhoun of South Carolina. to be Vir:e--PresiueuL.“e5 Before
the election, he withdrew his name in favor of another and better-

20
known Clay supporter, Judge David Toda of Franklin.

——

In the 1list of elected delegates appearing in the Missouri
Intelligencer, June 3, 1820, Sibley's name does not appear.

ésGeorge Sibley to the Ecitor, Missouri latelligencer, August
2k, 182L.

Gﬂigpouri Intelligencer, October 23, 1824.
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The roots of Sibley's political loyalty to Clay extended
back beyond the War of 1812. Clay's anti-British posture, reported
in the newspapers which the young Usage lactor read, had sguared with
his own views toward the British. Clay's advocacy of internal
improvemenis also appealed to .ibley. He agreed with Clay's idea
toat the building of roads, the construction of cauals, the clearing
of rivers, and the improvement of harvors would facilitate the
transportation of western agricultural products to eastern markets.
A tariff would encourage American manufactures and stimulate the
growth of new markets {or the agricultural weslL. Thus, Sibley saw
Clay's proposed American System as a great benefit Lo the West of which
Sibley was now so much a part..( |

Josiah Stoddard Johnston also may have streugthened Sibley's

20
intentiou to support Clay for the Presiuency.  Moreover, Clay's

P T
L

leadership in the American Colonization Society, &2 an organization
t0 which Sibley later belonged, indicates that the two men held similar
views on the juestion of slavery. As one historian has suggestea, Clay
resnaped nis former Jeffersonian Republicanism intlo an overall program
that appealed to Westerners like Siulej.jo Clement, Eaton has
depicted Clay's philosophy as an

amalgzan of Jeffersonian and Federalist principles.

He had little sympathy with tne Federal lst scorn
ol Lhe common man. Nor dia he apree with their

2TMis:souri Intelligencer, vanuary 29, 1031.

28
“Josian Stoddard Johnston served Clay iuformally as his
campaiyn mavager. FEatou, Henry Clay, 50.

o 1
““Richard B. Morris, ed., Encyclopedia of American History,
(New York, 1v05), 543.

30
P nrthur Schlesinger, Jr., The Age ol Jacksou (Boston, 1uk5),
q1-12.



opposition to territorial expansion of tne pation.
But he accepted the progressive elements of their
progrum, namely, a flexible interpretation of the
Constitution and a belief that tne rederal govern-
ment should play a positive role in the economic
development of the nation.
For all such reasons, Sibley marched to the 'fife and drum' of Henry
. Clay's political leadership and philosophy until political defeats
and old age stillea them both.

However, Whiggery, as an organized, structured pclitical
party, came late to Missouri.32 Not until 1839 did opponents of
Andrew Jackson and the Democrats hold their first state convention,
and in the years to come they had to operate more as a pressure group
than as an influential political party. The Whigs aspired less
to fill offices from their own party than to elect candidates, re-
gardless of party, who most closely agreed with their overall

policies.33 Thus, from 1031 to 183y the Whiy supporters of Clay in

u 34
‘Missouri resembled a pressure group more than a political pm"t.y."j
Thomas Hart Benton, the powerful Democratic Senator f'rom Missouri,
stated correctly the strategy of the opposition during this period

‘when he wrote

...the Adams party here are delirious with joy
at tiheir success in the election. They now

31Eat0n, Henry Clay, 47.

2

3 John V. Mering, The Whig Party in Missouri (Columbia, 1967),
3.

331b1d., 27.

H1pia., 27.
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boast openly that they will dissolve the organi-
zation of the Jackson party bg running Jackson
men against Jackson measures.J>
Sibley's political career in Missouri from 1828-1848
illustrates the "pressure-group” pature of Whiggery iun that state:
3T

Its late start as a party;36 its pressure-group strategy; and its
eventual decline, not directly because of the slavery issue but
indirectly over which faction of the Democratic party to support.

It must be emphasized, however, that as a Clay man in Missouri,
Sibley represented a minority view within the Whig forces. The
majority of Whigs worked to "elect Jackson men to defeat Jackson's
measures.' Aware of their lack of strength and numbers, they realist-
ically chose to go through the back door of the palace to dethrone
"King Andrew.” Sibley and a few other Whigs labored to elect Clay
men to carry out Clay's program. They stormed the main gate of the
palace, They were the idealists. Although he ran for public office
three times between 1833 and 184k, Sibley never won an election. His
political defeats illustrated the practice that has pervaded American

political life even to this day. Americans admire the idealists and

place them on pedestals, but seldom elect them to public office.

a
3)Thomas Hart Benton to Finis Ewing, November 12, 1U31, "Thomas
Hart Benton Papers,' Missouri Historical Society, 5t. Louis Missiouri,
quoted in James Earl Moss, "William Henry Ashley: A Jackson Man With
Feet of Clay, ' Missouri Historical Review, LI (October, 1y66), 19.

6
3 See Mering, The Whig Party in Missouri, 1-9.
57Ib1d., 28-40.

381bid., 201-211.
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After returning from the Santa Fe Road project, completing
the report of the Commissioners, and moving to St. Charles in the
Spring of 1828, Sibley ook an active part in politics. He evaluated
the political situation for Johaston in 1827 by stating that the
"sober and reflecting people," the men of "standing and intelligence"

L

39
favored Adams' edministration. Sibley told Johnston that only

the tag rag bobtail family' supported Jackson. He predicted that
Adams would receive the 'whole vote of the sbate.'ho Later, in the
Spring of 1828, in another letter to Johnston, Sibley's cockiness
deserted him and be could only express his rage against the Jacksonians.
Jackson was "wild" and "undisciplined;"” his violeul attacks on Henry
Clay had tarnished his fame; he was nothing more than a 'swaggering

b1 In the election of 1828 the 'tag rag bobtail

- Jockey and Bully."
family" won a resounding victory. In Missouri, Jackson recelved

28,372 votes to Adams' 3,407 and carried every county in the state.he
From the time of this overwhelming defeat, the Adams-Clay men in
Missouri turned increasingly to the strategy of a pressure group and,
as one scholar has said, offered their support "to the highest Jackson-

- |)+3
lan bidder.

With the "tag rag bobtail family' in the political
driver's seat in Missouri, the "sober and reflecting people' moved

toward the politics of expediency and realism.

L 9George Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnson, October 27, 1627,
Bibley Mss.

hOIbid.

5
| George Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, April 6, 1628,
3ibley Mss.

haMissouri Republican, November 185, 1828.

L
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On January 8, 1831, Sibley joined with a number of other Clay
men in St. Charles to seek ways to increase the cooperation and
support of Clay men throughout the state.hh They believed that the
time had come to organize the anti-Jackson forces on a statewlde basis
and to work for Clay's election in 1832. Rufus Easton chaired the
meeting and appointed Sibley and four others to draw up a Preamble and
a set of Resolutions. The preamble called for the improvements of
rivers, roads and canals, and the erection of beacons and lighthouses;
a tariff to supply funds for improvements which would benefit the
"the Great West;" and a reaffirmation of the duty of the national
government to carry out the purposes of government as prescribed by
the Constitution. The resolutions advocated the formation of a state
organization of Clay men, endorsed Henry Clay for the Presidency in
1832, sought the cooperation of othe: (lay supporters by setting up a
Committee of Correspondence, on which Sibley served, and forwarded the

preamble and resolutions to the Missouri Republican, St. Louis Times,

and the Missouri Intelligencer.h5 There was to be cooperation, but
not of the kind the St. Charles people had in miund in January, 1831.
As one scholar has pointed out, in Missouri politics the cooperation

was o be between Jackson men sympathetic to the American system and

"Missouri's pre-Hhigs.”hé
Lk
Missouri Intelligencer, January 29, 1lo3l.
hsIbid.

L6
Mering, The Whig Party in Missouri, 2.
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In a special election in October, 1831, to elect a Congress-
man from Missouri to fill the vacancy created when Spencer D. Pettis
was killed in a duel with Thomas Biddle, William Henry Ashley, a
Jacksonian with leanings toward the American &ystem, emerged victor-
ious. Ashley served as a good example of a so-called Jackson man
endorsed by the oppos:l*t:i'::ln.b"r

In 1833, Missouri confronted another special election to fill
the additional congressional seat the state picked up as a result of
the 1830 cenauﬁa.mj In this election the minority of Clay men who
wanted a genuine anti-Jackson, pro-American System candidate made an
effort to put one in the contest. Sibley became the sacrificial goat.

He announced his candidacy for Congress on June 15, l833.hy
The late Josieh Stoddard Johnston had advised Sibley against a
political career, reminding him that it was a life filled with "many
disappointments, mortifications & vexations.“50 1t did not tuke
long for Sibley to find this out for himself.

Sibley outlined a specific program on which he would seek
election. He favored a tarif?, arguing that Congress had the auty

to protect the manufacturing ana agricultural interests of the United

States. He supported internal improvements at the govermment's

T "
See James Earl Moss, William Henry Ashley: A Jackson Man
with Feet of Clay,” Missouri Historical Review, LXI (October, 1966)
-2"'20&

Mering, The Whig Perty in Missouri, 21.
L
)George C. Sibley to the Editor, Missouri Intelligencer,
June 15, 1833.
5
‘OJﬁaiah Stoddard Johnston to George Sibley, January 10, 1430,
Sibley Mss.
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expense, and declared that he had always been in favor of this. He
opposed nullification because it would lead to disunity and subversion
of the Constitution. "States Rights," he said, 'minority rights are
current themes upon which demagogues employ their mischievous talents."
Sibley furiher aligned himself with the current Congressional repre-
sentative, William Ashley, with whom he did not differ materially.ﬁl

Sibley asked the voters to apply the Jeffersonian test to a
candidate for public office: Is he honest? Is he capable? Is he
steady and temperate in habits? Is he faithful to the Constitution?52
Sibley certainly took an unequivocal stand, and one that seemed
politically inept to the anti-Jackson forces who were throwing their
support to John Bull, a man enthusiastic over the National Bank, but
‘with professed devotion to Andrew Jackson.'53 For 3ibley this
appeared to be nothing more than the political man trying to serve two
masters.5

Pressure for Sibley to withdraw from the election mounted.

On July 6, 1833, a letter appeared in the Missouri Intelligencer from

the "friends" of Sibley requesting his withdrawal from the contest in
25
favor of John Bull. Sibley replied that he could not withdraw

because he had committed himself to the election. He criticized Bull

5lMissouri Intelligencer, June 2%, 1633.

521bid.

53Missouri Intelligencer, July 13, 1833.
5k

Ibid.

22Tvid., July 6, 1833.
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for favoring a re-chartering of the National Bank, internal improve-
ments and a protective tariff, while hanging at the same time to the
coat tails of Andrew Jackson who denounced these measures. Sibley,
never very good at political side-stepping, made a gualifying state-
ment about supporting Jackson so far as he and his administration were
"consistent with the national honor and prosperity and promotive of

56

the interests of Missouri.' The editor of the Missouri Intelligencer

expressed the opinion that Sibley could not win but would draw support
from John Bull and bring about his defeat. 1In one of the first
references to party, the editorial went on to say that the party had
not asked Sibley to run, that the decision had been Sibley's own, and
that Sibley was being duped into believing that he could win by the
very people who opposed him.sT

The cholera epidemic in St. Charles during the time Sibley
should have been campaigning confined him to his home5c and it became
increasingly apparent that he had no chance to win. At a very late

moment, July 31, 1633, Sibley anncunced his withdrawal from the

4
conteat.5) However, the Missouri Intelligencer did not receive his

letter until after the August 5th election. The Missouri Republican

and the St. Louis Times were able to publish the news of his withdrawal

T
s Ibid., July 20, 1833.

5aIbid., July 13, 1833.

>“Ibid., August 10, 1633.
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before the election. - Sibley showed no hostility to Bull and

endorsed his election. The final tally of the election gave John
Bull 3,671 votes, while his nearest competitors, George Shannon and
J. B. Strother, captured 3,430 and 3,630 respectively. Sibley stood
at the bottom with 392 votes. Iun his home county of 5t. Charles,
which knew about his withdrawal, he received four vutes.él From 1833
to 1840 Sibley remained active in Whig politics, but not to any great
or spectacular degree. In February, 1634, Sibley published a pros- !
pectus for a proposed newspaper o be called the Weekly Jgg;gg;.dz
Motivated by a need for money and a desire to express himself politi-
cally, Sibley visualized a paper which would be marked by a 'perfect
independence and entire exemption from the influence of party or
factious foolery; a due observance of the obligations of courtesy; and
an unceasing regard for the dignity of Truth." He also planned to
include information on agriculture, trade, commerce, arts, manufactures,
politics and religion, to report the news, and tc comment on passing
events of the day. Because of his interest in education, he proposed
to publisih news concerning it. The political position of the paper
would be as follows:

So far as the paper may obtain influence over

public sentiment, in respect to our National
and State concerns, its uniform tendency shall

60 -
Missouri Iantelligencer, August 10, 1833.

6l1piq., Septemver 1k, 1833.

2
Prospectus for the Weekly Journal, February 1, 1634, Sibley

Mss.




be to preserve and strengthen the Union of the
States entire; and to maintain the principles
of the Federal Constitution, as defined and
acted on by the great Republican majority, up
to the year 10206.63
Sibley intended to buy printing apparatus of the latest make
and Lo use paper equal in size and quality to that of any newspaper
published in Missouri. The cost was to be $3.00 a year, or $4.00
if paid over a period of six months. Sibley made no reference to the
project after publishing his prospectus and no copy of the Weekly
Journal has been found. Evidently his lack of funds ﬁrevented him from
ever carrying out the publication of the Weexly Journal.
After 1536, the "pressure-group tactics of the Missouri Whigs
began to lose their momentum. The death of William Henry Ashley and
a growing awareness of a need for organizeticn among the Missouri
Whigs caused the opponents of Andrew Jackson to begin to move in the
direction of party organization. Largely encouraged by St. Louis Whigs,
Wiig delegates ('rom arcund the state met in St. Louis and organized a
full-scale Whig party in October, 1839. Their first major political
i
battle shaped up in the forthcoming elections of lhho.o
In the convention of 18639y, four nominees were selected to carry
the Whig banner in the important elections of 1840. John B. Clark

accepted the nomination for governor and remained in the campaign, but

the candidate for lieutenant governor informed the Whigs that he would

e STR
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“"Mering, The Wiig Party in Missouri, Lu-50.
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remain in the race only if he did not have ic leave his family and

business to campaign.65 The two Whig nominees for Congress, Thornton
Grimsley and Woodson Moss, had both withdrawn by February, 1840,
emaciating the Whig ticket. Desperately, the Whige turned to other
possibilities, including James S. Rollins, Edward Bates, Henry S.
Geyer and Beverly Allen, only to find that these men were not available
to run.ﬁ6

Into the breach stepped Sibley and E. M. Samuel, a wealthy
Clay County merchant, and offered themselves as candidates for con-

gress. Before making his decision to euter the congressional race,

Sibley wrote A. B. Chalmers, editor of the Missouri Republican, asking

for his assessment of the Whig chances in the August election. Chalmers'
answer gave Sibley little hope. He recognized that changes were taking
place throughout Missouri, but not great enough to change the outcome

of the election. 'We can carry the legislature,’ Chalmers wrote, 'but
that is all."67 Thus, Sibley and Samuel launched their campaigns

with virtually no hope of victory.éb But as Sibley observed in his
minature autobiography in 1851, "it was deemed best to try so as to aid

Harrison at the presidential election in November."by

®>Ib1a., 89-90.
66,
ibid., 90.

6
Tﬁ.B. Chalmers to George C. Sibley, May 12, 1(h0, Sibley Mss.
686eorge 8ibley to Cyrus and Origen Sibley, 1¢51, Sibley Mss.

697Tb1d.




In June, 1840, Sibley issued handvills Lo 'The Free and
Independent Voters of Missouri' which stated his plutform.?o He
opposed an increase in executive power and patronage, tne Sub-Treasury
acheme, and the national guard. 1In his endorsement of William Henry
Harrison, Sibley said that "our old friend” was supporting the best
interest of the West, especially the protection of frontier settle=-
ments. Sibley also favored opening the public lands to settlement,
internal improvements, paper currency, a National Bank, post-office
reform, and a change in the administration of Indian affairs. He
labeled abolitionism as a "silly thouzh mischievous humbug."?l

Sibley's platform illustrated both the similarity and the
difference in the political positions of the opposing parties in
Missouri. They both favored settlement of land in the West by means
of low prices and easy terms and also interual improvementis of roads
and rivers. But on economic problems they differed. The Whigs favored
a paper currency and a National Bank, but opposcd lhe Sub-Treasury
idea introduced by the Van Buren administration. Missouri Democrats
tended to fear the re-establitlment of a National Bank.

Sibley carried on an active campaign. Of the campaign he
wrote:

We had but two representatives then and they had
to be elected by general ticket. o I had to

'stump it' all over Missouri, very nearly....
The result was that my colleague Samuel and I

7OSibley's announcement and platform for election to Congress
appeared in the form of a handbill, June, 1840, Sibley Mss.

71Ibiu.




received upwards of 21,000 votes (the heaviest

vote ever cast in the state). We were beaten,

but the loco-foco majority was reduced more

than 4,000.72

The Whig victory in the log-cabin presidential campaign of
1840 was short-lived. Pneumonia struck Harrison down after only a
month in office, thus completely changing the character of the new
administration and also lessened Sibley's chances for political
preferment.73 Sibley's brother-in-law, Archibald Gamble, informed him
that he had drawn up a recommendation for Sibley to be Superintendent
of Indian Affairs, but gave him little encouragement that it would go
through. Gamble bemoaned the changed situation in Washington result-
ing from the unsympathetic John Tyler now occupying the presidential
chair. The Whigs were now divided and rivalries for office were
growing. Gamble said, "Indeed I have almost come to doubt, whether
the country has gained much by the late political revolution."7h
By September, 1841, Sibley had sensed the irony of the Whig

predicament on the national scene. They had won a national president-
ial election only to find that "The Whigs cannot now be Said to have
a President in whom, as a great party, they Ca:n::.fide."?5 Sibley believed

that the party had no recourse but to rally around Clay for the next

72George Sibley to Cyrus and Origen Sibley, 1851, Sibley Mss.

T3Mering, The Whig Party in Missouri, 93.

Thﬁrchibald Gamble to George C. Sibley, July 12, 1841, Sibley

Mss.

75Sibley'a Diary, September 25, 1841, Sibley Mss.




Presidency. Sibley felti that the Whigs would never support Tyler and
that the Democrats would also avoid him. Thus, Tyler was a President
without a party, and in the American political system this could only
spell a floundering and confused udmiuiscratiOn.?b

In November, 1643, Sibley was appointed a Whig delegate from
Bt. Charles Township to attend the district Whig convention in Han-
nibal.TT At this meeting during the latter part of November the
convention chose Sibley as one of the delegates to attend the national
Whig convention to be held later in Baltimore. The Missouri delegates
were instructed by the Haunibal convention to 'use all honorable
exertions in Said conventicn to procure the nomination of Henry Clay
and 'lonest' John Davis of Massachusetts. fe Sibley was greatly
pleased by his selection, and also by the 'entire harmony...throughout
the Bessions of the Convention. (3 The national convention was to
be held in May.

Sibley left for Baltimore on April 13, thL.UO At St. Louis,
he Jjoined other delegates on board the steamboat, Manhattan. The
passeuger list included Whigs, Loco-focos, Mormons, and the famous

dwarf General Tom Thumb, whoe was touring the United States with his

(=1
mother anu father. The Mannattan landed at Cincinatti on Saturday,

Ibid., November 186, 1043.

“Tbid., November 23, 1643.

k’k’)Si.hley's Common !lace Book, April 13, 1&kh., Sibley Mss.

lI'ujd., April 16, 1Ukh.
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April 20, and many of the Whigs went ashore for an evening of revelry.
Sibley declined to go with them, fearful that they would desecrate the
Sabbath.82 The next day they went on tc Wheeling, Virginia. From
Wheeling they traveled to Washington, and then to Cumberland where
they boarded the railroad for Baltimore, 100 miles away. They
completed the trip to Baltimore in eight days.bi

The Missouri delegation met in Sibley's room at the Eutaw
fobuse on April 30th and appointed Sibley and A. Ewing to serve on a
commitiee to nominate the officers of the Convention. They also
settled on John Davis as their nominee for the vice-presidency.

The next day, May lst, 273 Whig delegales met in the
Universalist Church, confirmed Judge Ambrose Spencer of New York as
president of the convention, and listened to his address. Iollowing
Judge Spencer, Benjamin Watkine Leiga of Virginia, rose, gave a short
address and offered the following resolution: '"That Henry Clay of
Kentucky was the unanimous choice of' this convention, as the Whig
candidate for the Presidency of the United States, and that he be
recommended to the Pzople as suun.“Ub Overwhelmingly adopting the

resolution, the delegates then took three votes to settle on Theodore

s
21bid., April 20, 16kk.
83 :
Ibid., April 25, 1844.
&4 .
Ibid., April 30, 18L.

85Ibid., May 1, 164k,
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Prelinghuysen of New Jersey for the vice-presidency. The convention

had in one day nominated a presidential and a vice=-presidential candi-
date. Sibley summed up his impression of the convention as being
orderly, harmonious, and dignified. He wrote in his diary, "As a
whole I am proud to testify that it was conducted throughout with that
Dignity and Solemnity that befitted the great political party there
represented."8T
On the following day, black rain clouds hovered above the city
as Sibley made his way to the place where the Whigs were gathering for
their parade through the streets of Baltimore. Anxious about the
threatening weather and worn by the excitement of the preceding day,
Sibley returned to his hotel room, locked the door, seated himself
at a window and waited for the parade to pass ua:ow.b& The weather
cleared and the sun suddenly broke through the clouds on a scene filled
with 'thousands of Whigs (male and female) that now thronged the beau-
tiful street."-y In the distance, Sibley heard the faint sounds of
marching bands and, as he scanned the view before him, he noticed with

pride the "Stars and Stripes" that floated above the housetops and
buildings. It took an hour and a half for the parade to march by his

window.

jo)
S61pid.
STrvid.

“CIbid., May 2, 10hk.
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On the same day, the second convention of Ratification was
held to include those Whigs who were not among the official 273
delegates. They met, heard from Daniel Webster, and cheered the
nomination of Clay and Frelinghuysen. OSibley estimated that a

crowd of between sixty and seventy thousand Whigs attended the
second convention.so Sibley evaluated the Whig Convention as:

the greatest and most imposing party political

affair that ever assembled in the Union=- -
considering the numbers present, Lhe entire "
unity of purpose, the uninterrupted harmony of i

all the proceedings, to Say nothing of the Rank

and Character of the multitudes thus brought

together, or the happy and cheeriug prospect

resulting from the whole.zl

Thus, Sibley was present at the moment wanen the Whig Farty reached its
high tide. Moreover, the Baltimore Convention bad nominated Clay, to
whom Sibley had given loyalty and all the support of which he was
capable. On his return trip home, Sibley wrote in his diary as one
who had come a long way and was on the verge of seecing his fondest
hopes realized:

No citizen of the Union, has longer or more ar-
dently and constantly desired Lo see Mr. Clay at
the head of our Govi. {han 1 have. 1 urged and
advocated his claims when the last term of

Mr. Monroe expired (1024). Altno' I Regretted
the apparent necessity of ruuning Gen. Harrison
in his Stead in 1640, 1 zealously supported

that nomination; feeling perfectly Sure, that

if alive in '44 Mr. Clay would be the Successful,
unrivaled Whig Candidale, & So he is.¥2

0
s Ibid.

Aipiq.

j2
4 Sibley's Common Flace Book, May 7, 18LL, Sibley Mss.
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Sibley's return trip turned out to be a most pleasant and
rewarding one. He stopped off iu Philadelphia to visit his half-
sister, Ann Elizabeth, who was now married to Henry D. Gilpin.yB Mrs.
Gilpin's first husband had been Sibley's close, personal friend,
Josiah Stoddard Johnston. The Gilpins were mosl hospitable and
prevailed on Sibley to remain as their guest for a few days. This he
did.

From Philadelphia, Sibley went by rail tc New York where he
met James S. Rollins and A. B. Cunalmers. Together they paid their
respects to Mr. Frelinghuysen. They found the vice-presidential
candidate in good health, cheerful and sccial and "by no means averse
to expressing himself freely in Relation to public &‘.ﬁ‘f‘al‘_.r's."‘;'J+

By the next day, May 16, Sibley had made arrangements for his

passage on the steamboat, Knickerbocker, wnich was to take him to

Albany. At Albany he boarded a train for Buffalo and enjoyed the
beautiful scenery of the countryside as his train sped along at "19
Ms an hour nearly the whole way.'y5 Sibley went by steamboat from
Buffalo to Chicago, arriving there on May 26.y6 He traveled by stage

to Peru, Illinois where he boarded another steamboat for the trip down

G
)3HEnry D. Gilpin had a distinguisned career in public service
and served in 1840 as Attorney General of the United States. (Morris,

ed., Encyclopedia of American History, 423.

Minid., May 15, 16kk.
P1bid., May 16, 18Ll.

% bid., May 26, 16k,
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the Mississippi to St. Louis. Arriving in St. lLouis on the 1Tth of
97
May, he stayed in the home of Archibald Gamble.

Since there was to be a meeting of Whigs on June 3, Sibley
decided to remain over and attend the convention. Following the
convention, Sibley returned to Linden Wood on Juae 4, 164k after an
absence of fifty-two days, a journey of 4,000 miles, and an expense
of $252.63. Heavy rains had set the crops back and had threatened

96
the country with flooding.

The trip to the Baltimore Convention increased Sibley's
enthusiasm for Henry Clay and the Whig cause, and also encouraged him
to make his final venture into the political arena. On June 20, 1844
the following notice appeared in the St. Charles Advertiser:

George C. Sibley hereby respectfully tenders his
services to the People of St. Charles and Warren
Counties, to represent them in the Senate of
Missouri as the Successor of William Campbell,
Esquire.””

Just home from a long and tiring trip, what motivated the
sixty-two year old Sibley to offer himself for the Whig cause? 'I
bave taken this step of my own motion,"” he said, 'knowing it to be
in accordance with the wishes of many voters, that I or Some other

. : . 2 LO0
Whig should come out as a candidate for the Senate.

In some aistricts Whigs entered their own candidates when the

chances appeared good for victory, but in others Whigs resorted to

‘JTIbid., May 27, 18kk,

L6 _'.é_{
“"Ibid., June 4, 1844,

e
“St. Charles Advertiser, June 20, 1844, Sibley Mss.
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their former pressure-tactics and supporved anti-Benton democrats.
Mering points out that it was "sadly ironical that the Whigs in
8t. Charles and Warren Counties decided not to run one of their own
- - n > 1 . lol
men, but to support Carty Wells, a soft or anti-Benton Democrat.
Sibley believed that it would be "hurtful to the Whig cause, to suffer
either a Hard or a Soft Loco-foco to succeed our favorite old Whig
. s p .. nl02 i 4+ i1t
Senator Campbell, irf we can help it. Even in the rough-and-
tumble activity of polifics, Sibley saw a moral principle at stake.
The Whigs of his district spould have the opportunity to vote for a
real Whig, rather than a Democrat who, although he had a few Whig
o - 103
leanings, was still a "half-breed Demccrat. ~  The same story
repeated itself again with Sibley offering himself, "there appearing
%0 be no probability that any one else will Step forward [rom our
qloll‘ h & v L}
Ranks, to carry the Whig cause to the voters. Sibley's procedure
of storming "0ld Bullion's" fortress by a frontal attack clearly ran
against the grain of the more prugmatic Whigs.

Sibley's Diary indicated that the campaign trail in 1844 was
hot and arduous, iavolving stump meebings, horseback rides to sur-
rounding villages, two-hour speeches, late nights, and long days. As
far awvay as Springfield, Missouri Whigs urged Sibley to withdraw and

105
to support Liberal Democrats. = Even Bentou Democrats of his district

5 0 1 Sy . 2 g :
~ ]her:ng, The Whig Party io Missouri, 110.
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St. Charles Advertiser, June 20, 1blk4, Sibley Mss.

103Ib1d., July 4, 164k,

th.I_bE,‘: June 20, 1644,
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John Waddell to George C. Sibley, July 17, 184k, Sibley
Mss.
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oilered to make a deal to insure (he defeat of Wells, whom they de-
tested as a "turncoan."los "There is much mean trickery already in
operation,  Sibley wrote, 'touching my elechiou.'lo? As he rode
throughout the two counties, he discovered the hopelessness of his
cause. At Portage de Sioux he found strong support for Wells and
later appraised his situation as nopeless.luo On August 3, the eve
of the election, he made his last political speech, In his diary he
surned up his position:

I »Am now convinced from all I see and hear that
I 8hall have but a very Slim Support from the
Whigzs., The Hards talk some of voting for me to
prevent the election of Wells-but I prefer to be
left entirely in the bands of my friends. If
they think fit to Sacriflice me for an Ultra Loco-
foco; let them do it, ana let them take the
Responsibility of the defeat, if a defeat awaits
them, as I believe it does. There appears to ve
very great excitement everywhere; and 1 hope it
may all Result in good to the Whig cause.lb?

P. H. Shelton, the Bentou Democrat, won the election by a plurality

110 _
of 44 votes. Sibley made a dire prediction for the Whig cause in

St. Cnarles County as a result of the race:

Under ihe mixed influence of Soft Loco-focoism &
Sof't Wniggism; the Whig Party nas been completely
tarown into chaos; and I fear it is well nigh
ruined in St. Charles County- rot a single election
has been conducted cn Whig priasciples.tll

106
Sivley's Common Place Book, July 31, 1044, Sibley Mss.

YT1pid., July 20, 184k.

11116, , July 30, 164k,

10%1bid., August 3, 1844,

llOThe returns of the local election are not accessible. (Mering,
The Whig Party in Missouri, 120. ); Sibley wrote in his diary that Wells

had been ief'eated by a plurality - LY votes. (Sibley's Common Place
Book, August 12, 18LY4, Sibley Mus. .

11llsiviey's Common, Place Book, August 6, lobl, Sibley Mss.
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Sihle&'s prédiction proved tc be accurate for, beginning with the
election of 1844, St. Charles, which had produced a strong Whig vote
in the elections of 1836 and 1640, consistently went DEmocraLic.lle
In the national election of 1844 James K. Polk and Manifest
Destiny won the field, thus frustrating Clay's final chaance for the
highest office in the land. Disappointed by Clay's defeat and dis-
couraged by the chaos in the Whig ranks in his own area, Sibley, in
1645, turned to the Native American movement(iij
Launched in Washington in 1837, the Native American Assoc-

iation grew stronger from the nativistic tendencies of many

™

113
Americans. 15

At the forefront of its prejudices were Catholics
and immigrants who were looked upon as a serious threat to the
American way of life and freedom. Playing on these fears, the
Association evolved into the American Republican Pariy by June, 1643,

The most detailed account of the origins of Awerican nativism can be

found in Ray Allen Billington's, The frotestant Crusade, L800-1060.

Billington points out that the party advocated changing the immigra-
tion laws to require twenty-five years of residence in the United
States prior to maturalization, restricting authority over naturaliza-
tion to the federal courte, and reform of gross abuses arising from
partLy corruption.llh Billington also cites other minor reforms pro-

posed by the party:

11
2Mering, The Whig Party in Missouri, 121. va{’
113Morris, ed., Eucyclopedia of American History, 107. =

114 . rgf
Ray Allen Billington, The Protestant Crusade, 16C0-1860
(New York, 1v36), 203.
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...a restriction of public officeholding to na-
tives, a continuation of the Bible as a school-
book, the prevention of all union between church
and state, a lessening of the number of street
riots and election disorders, a guarantee of the
right to worship 'the God of our fathers according
to the dictates of our own coansciences, with out
the restraints of a Romish priest, or the threats
of a Hellish Inquisition.'lld

The objectives of the American Republican Party would, at
least, in the beginning appeal strongly to a man like Sibley. In
the first place, Sibley, being a staunch Protestant, looked with
favor on the religious objectives of the organization. The patriotic
principles, although overly strong and stemming Crom fear, would

attract a man with Sibley's proclivities toward American nationalism.

The platform also courted Sibley's nativistic strains against
Catholics and immigrants.

Sibley had no love or admiration for the Roman Catholic Church,
although he lived in a community where Catholics abounded.l16 In a
letter to Thomas Lindsay on February, 131, Sibley had expressed a
toleration for the Roman Catholic Church, its hierarchy and its
laity.ll? He later changed his opinion, and on the copy of the letter
a year later scrawled the words: "I am now convinced of the corruption

of the Roman Catholic Church and that the Jesuits are now, what they

were when Pascallll8 wrote, and what he Represen.s them to have peen in

MOrpia.

6
Ak R. A. Campbell, ed., Campbell's Gazetteer of Missouri, 489.

llTGeorge C. Sibley to Thomas Lindsay, February _ , 1831,
Sibley Mss.

8
+E Sibley had read Blaise Pascal, The Provincial Letters.

Sibley to Lindsay, February _ , 1821, Sibley Mss.
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his time.' 7 Scattered throughout his papers were briel comments

exposing his prejudice against the Catholics. One of his most
scathing comments was made after seeing a parade of Sunday School
children in St. Louis on the Fourth of July:

How strange, that the Jesuits whose prime ob- ,;f

Jject among us, is to enslave our Country; €

Should place themselves foremost in Lke front

ranks of our own people, and pretend o Rejoice

with us on this our political Sabbath. 120

In his anti-Catholic bias, Sibley was no different than a (

countless number of Protestants who genuinely feared the inroads of '

"popery"”, the tareat of Catholicism to free American institutions, /

and the undenminding of the ProtestanL “hurch HEaLholic __,//4

R

hierarchJ CAfter l&hE the nativist movement became less virulent but
in the 1850's it made a brief come-back under the guise of the Know-
Nothing Party. Sibley did vote in 1845 for a "Native American" to
attend a convention to amend the State Constitution because he did
not "agree with the views of the Whig or Democratic ;andidate.“l%lﬁsj
Throughout the autumn of 1845, Sibley attended a number of local

lectures sponsored by the Native Americans. The lecturers came from

St. Louis. In October, Sibley observed that the Native Americans were
7 Juf
22 An

making 'a stir. organizational meeting was held in November and

several others lectures followed after this. On December Y, 1845,

-
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Sibley made the last notaticn to appear in nis Diary and in his papers
about the Native Americyns, Howard Douglas addressed a small gather-
23 . : B e il
ing for an hour or so. There is nothing to indicate after 1845 that
Sibley deserted the Whig Party or that he joined with the Know Nothings
in the 1850's.
In 18%1 Sibley wrote to his cousins, Origen and Cyrus Sibley,

that "I have now done with politics except as a voter, and with all

1A
te

desires for public offices and honors. By Lhe mid-1650's, Sibley's

political castles, pbuilt from the sands of Whig principles, had all but

crumbled. Sibley's sporadic diaries of the 1850's do mnot reveal his

political activity after 1¢51. Most likely be remained a Whig until
\Nres ..

the party virtually disapproved in 1055. By 1860, wealk from

illness, Sibley provably did not bother to considcr the political altern-

atives which were open to im.

Clinton Rossiter's penetrating study of Couservatism in America

lists five principles at work in the Americaun Miad in the 1uth century.
First, there was traditionalism, & revevence for ile values inherited
from the Founding Fathers, Second, Lhere was unity, a belief that
loyalty to cowmon values should bLranscemd particular interest. Third,
there was the beliet' that American rights were ensnrined in the Cou-

suitution. Fourth, there prevailed a beliel tuat Christian religion

115 323
Ibid., December 4, 1ui5,
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’L’lghGeorge C. Sibley to Cyrus and Origen Sibley, 1051, Sibley
Mss.
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was a bulwark of democracy. And lastly there was the belief that the
protecﬁion of private property was a cornerstone for all American
right;.

Although Sibley was a minor political character in Missouri,
he represented these principles as they affected the thinking of many
individuals. His life suggests the truth of de Tocqueville's !;q
observation that the average American was a 'venturous conservative. 27
In the American political tradition, characterized by optimism, ideal-
ism and a belief in progress, there has been the strain of conservatism

wrapped up in the political experience of men like George Sibley.

"I believe with Thomas Jefferson,” Sibley said, "that this is

Y= 2%

7y

the Strongest government on earth." When the doctrine of nullifica-

tion threatened the unity of the nation, he unalterably opposed it,

agreeing with many others that it would lead to disunity and the
9]

.II
consequent subversion of' the Constitution. 2 In the prospectus of

his proposed newspaper, the Weekly Journal, he had stated that its

"uniform tendency shall be to preserve and strengthen the Union of the

States entire; and to maintain the principles of the federal Consti-
A

tution.ﬁr@e In a letter to William Russell in 1836 Sibley argued that

the "Settled principles of religion' were the foundation on which the

H{%’ V- Ya

~~“Clinton Rossiter, Couservatism in America (New York, 1955).

|A 227quoted in Irving H. Bartlett, The American Mind in the Mid-
Nineteenth Century (New York, 1967), 55-56.
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|2 3 George Sibley to D. D. Barnard, December 21, 1043, Sibley
Mss.

1A\ 12%ys agourt Intelligencer, June 29, 1833.

“¢3130Prw5pechus for the Weekly Journal, February, 1834, Sibley

Mss.



"Government and the Civil institutions” of this country were con-
a:
“-,'

structed. Moreover, ‘on one occasion, he promised the voters of

Missouri that he would never support any cause which might infringe
:;q,
3

on, 'or impair property rights." Sibley was a textbook case of the

American Mind as molded by the principles of conservatism.

Mss.

George C. Sibley to William Russell, June 1, 1836, Silley

|
Igyugaﬂissouri Intelligencer, April 12, 1820.




CHAPTER XIII

LINDEN WOOD
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Between 1822 and the time of Sibley's semi-retirement in the
mid-1850's he devoted himself primarily to agriculture. Although he
surveyed the Santa Fe Trail, dabbled in politics, sought government
jobs, and, with his wife, operated a female seminary, he was first
and foremost a farmer. The education of women did not replace
farming as Linden Wood's priméry business until 111 health and ad-
vancing age forced him to lessen his physical autiviby.l

One of the major reasons for Sigley's move from Fountain
Cottage to St. Charles was the latter's proximity to St. Louis, a
growing urban area which offered more opportunity for commercial
farming. Essential to commercial agriculture were markets and the
means of getting farm products to them. St. Charles could offer
both.

It took Sibley nearly two years after his move to St. Charles
in 1828 to prepare the way for his occupancy of the Linden Wood tract
of land. In time, Linden Wood became a profitable farm operation, for
he operated his farm according to sound business practices. He was,
in every sense, a country businessman.

Diversification marked Sibley's farming operation at Linden
Wood. While still at Fort Osage, he had experimented in the growing
of different varieties of fruit. There he learned the art of grafting
from trees and of planting the grafts instead of seeds, thereby ad-
vancing the maturity of plantings by two to three years. Using this
knowledge and experience, Sibley planted extensive orchards at Linden
Wood. On one occasion he boasted of picking 500 bushels of apples from

289 trees. Baltimore, ome of his slaves, hauled the apples to St. Louis.

1
Sibley's Diary, April 1, 1852, Sibley Mss.




The main expense was ferriage across the Missouri Hiver.2 Sibley hired
experienced men to prune, scrape, whitewash, and paint the wounds of
his fruit, trees. Other fruit grown at Linden Wood included pears,
peaches, cherries, grapes, quince, currants, and gooseberries.

As for livestock, Sibley concentrated primarily on swine.
Different breeds of hogs, such as Bedford, Irish Glazier, and Berkshire,
filled his pens. On a number of occasions Sibley purchased expensive
breeding stock. He alsoc cross bred with the intention of raising a
distinct stock of swine for his own use and sale.3 Although St.
Charles contained a pork-packing establishment which slaughtered on
the average of 4000 hogs annually,h Sibley pickled much of his own
pork.

Wheat was Sibley's primary grain crop at Linden Wood. For
years the average yield of wheat ran twenty bushels to an acre in
St. Charles Couuty.S By 1845, Sibley had started using machinery
to thresh his wheat. It took eight full days with machinery to
thresh 590 bushels of wheat at an estimated cost of 9i¢ a bushel.
Although Sibley complained of the waste in threshing wheat by machine,
he estimated that a good machine, well handled, and with a strong
four-horse team could thresh out between 100-120 bushels of wheat a

day.6 Sibley sold his wheat in St. Charles where the five large

2

Sibley's Diary, August 24, 1841, Sibley Mss.
3

Ibid., October 27, 16k1.

R. A. Campbell, Campbell's Gazetteer of Missouri (St. Louis,
1874), LBy.

Tbid., 485.

6Sibley's Diary, August &, 1845, Sibley Mss.
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merchant flouring%nills could turn out a thousand barrels every
twenty-four hn::mrs.'r

in addition to wheat, Sibley grew tobacco, hemp, and corn at
Linden Wood. He even experimented with silkworms, ordering the eggs
from his cousin in Blakely, Alabama.ﬁ Sibley never evaluated his
own silkworm project, although in St. Charles there was a firm that
raised silkworms and from the silk manufactured gloves and stockings.9
Sibley also raised chickens, horses and cows, and maintained hives of
bees at Linden Wood. His water supply came from deep wells that ran
dry only ouce during his lifetime.

Campbell's Gazetteer of Missourl described Linden Wood as one

"of the many beautiful sites found in such abundance near St. Charles."t9

From Sibley's comments in his diary, Liuden Wood must have been a farm
of rare natural beauty. In the Spring flowers splashed the place with
many different colors. Among the many different varieties of flowers
growing at Linden Wood were roses, lilies, pecnies, snowballs, jon-
quils, houey suckle, columbine, iris, myrtle, and hyacinths. Shade and
flowering trees reached out across the landscape; enriching the scene.
Some of the trees catalogued in Sibley's diary were the Linden, Oak,
Red Bud, Flowering Almond, Willow, English Welnut, Hawthorn, Hszel,

and & large ilum in the middle of the chicken yard. Picnics and social

TCampbell's Gazetteer, A48U.

BSibley's Diary, January 25, 1841, Sibley Mss.

9Campbell's Gazetteer, 4Oy,

10.11a.



events were held at Linden Wood, as well as a number of family wed-
dings. In 1553, the Sibleys donated a small area of Linden Wood to
the 3t..Charles Presbyterian Church to ute ac a burial ground. One of

the conditions cpeciried in Lhe deed was tiat the T[ine forest trees

1

growing in the grouad" should not under any cirmmstances be removed.
This, Linden Wood was beth a preducing famm and a place of pastoral
chaxm aﬁd grace.

As a covntry businessmaa, Sibley kept abreast of Lhe latest
developments in agriculture. Ibr years he had fertilized his land

13
by using "manure -and tillage.' Sibley recorded iu his diary oumer-
ous "how to" articles, such as how to deal witn moles, how to build
a rall fence, and now to cure a horse of surfell. He mended his
fences, and, when the need arose, built new cnes. When one of his
oul~bulldings began to look "run downish' he constructed a new on&.Lh
Linden Wood had the appearance of a well-managed and well -cared-for
farm.

Sibley'z political beliefs reflected his devotion to agricul-
ture, He supported internal Iimprovements because jgood roads, rivers
cleared of snags, and an adeguate canal system would facilitate the
transportation of the farmer's products to mariet and open new out-

lets as well. He believed that a tariff on agricultural imports would

i i B A
Sibley's Diary, October 23, 184k, S5ibley Mss.
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“Cony of uit Claim Deed, January 27, 1853, Secssion Book
llo. 2, EL. Charles Presbyterian Church Historical Papers.
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jGeurge C. Sibley to Arch Dorsey, August 2%, 1027, Sibley Mss.
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Civley's Diary, June 11, lob7, Sibley Mss.




strengthen the farmer's hope of sharing in national prosperity. BHe

advocgted for St. Cnarles County a plan of plank roads which would link
the outlying farm areas with the town of LL. u;_rlea.ls He believed
in adequate protectioa for froatier communities.

Philosophically, too, Sibley believed in the virtues of the
agricultural way of life. His liking for the old Jeffersonian creed of
the yeoman farmer revealed itself in a letter to his friend, Josiah
Stoddard Johnston, stating that he wanted nothing more from life than
to be free from his debt to the United States Govermmeut and to look
upon himself as an independent farmer.l6 On another oceasion, he
declared that the three necessary ingredients for a conlented life

]

were a "humble cabin,"” "a little famm," and "the occupation of culti-
vating it."lT Johnston reinforced Sibley's philosophy in 130, at a
time when Sibley was considering a political career, by remioding him
that politiciane suffered disappointménts, mortifications and defeats,
where as Sibley's understanding of agrarian philosophy could make him
truly happy on his farm.18

Morecver, Sibley knew how to employ agrarianism idealism in

support of his own needs. When he was struggling to overcome his debt

to the governmeut and desperately needed more time to dispose of his

1

A political circular to the Free and Independent Voters of
Missouri, George C. Sibley, June, 1340, Sibley Mss.

G
3 George Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, October 27, 1827,
Sibley Mss.

17Geor,;e Sibley to Josian Stoddard Johnston, December 15, 1829,
Sibley Mss.

16
"Josiah Stoddard Johnston to George C. Eibley, January 10,
1t 30, 8illey Mss.




Fountain Cottage property at a falr and equitable price, he argued
that as a yeoman be had the right tu ask znd receive favours from my
goveriment.'

Sibley added, as well, to the myth ¢ the frontier as a garden
of the world, to borrow a phrase from Henry Nash Smith's Virgin Lund.20
While still at Fountain Cottage in 1824, Sibley urged David Barton,
Senator from Missouri, to exert his influence to proeure an appropria-
tion of money with which to purchase land claime from Lhe Kansas
Indians on the south side of the Missouri River within the bounds of
the state. He described the land as "the Garden of Missouri" with good
50il, natural advantages, and ladened with possibilities. Thousands of
American farmers, Sibley wrote, were posed, ready to move into the
land" God had designed for the use of civilized :na;'.u.'e1 The United
States Government would be in step with God's will by buying the Kansas
Jand and making it available to the farmers.

In a letter to Arch Dorsey in Maryland in 1027, Sibley pictured
Missouri land as fertile and productive. He also sought to correct
Dorsey's impression, shared by many easterners, that Missouri consisted
of vast swamps and marshes harboring poisonous snakes. On tne

contrary, he said, Missouri was a good land, suitable for growing hemp

and tobacco, and when properly fertilized, would "grow anything."

lyGeorge Sibley to Josiah Stoddard Johnston, December 15, 1829,
Sibley Mss.

goﬂenry Nash Smith, Virgin Land (New York, 1950).

2lceorge Sibley to Senator David Barton, January 10, 1824,
Sibley Mss.
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Althouzh Sibley knew and endorsed the myth of the sturdy yeo-
man farmer, rrom his earlier agricultural effort at his Fountain
Cottage farm on through his agricultural career at Linden Wood
Sibley sought profit rather than self-sufficiency. As a businessman
who had cliosen farming as his business, Sibley hired employees,
adopted new methods and ftechniques to increase production, supported
plank roads Lo facilitate transportation of his products, kept his
out~buildings and fences in good repair, and favored mechanization of
farm operations wherever profitable.

Advancing age and increasing satisfaction with his way of life
at Linden Wood made Sibley less avid ror public office. In 1851 he did
accept an appointment to the Board of Managers of the Stute Lunatic
Asylum located at Fulton, Missouri.23 However, ue found his first two
trips to Fulton for board meetings overly iiring because of rain, bad
roads, and his own declining energy. Prior to the third board meeting
in June, 1851, Sibley sent his resignation to the Governor.f

A year later, on April 1, 1852, Sibley noted in nis diary that
the day started his seventy-first year. As he pondered the passing
year, he noted the effects of increasing age. My sight and hear-
ing," he wrote, "are but little impaired, but my bodily strength and

25
vigour Seem Lo be Some what relaxing...'

2381b1ey's Diary, March 14, 1851, Sibley Mss.

EaIbid., June 3, 1651.
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As the Sibleys grew older, they increasingly focused their
atiention on the little school at L nden Wood. After having tempor-
arily closed in 1641 for lack of scholars, the school reopened in
1842 but it continued to struggle for survival. In the minds of the
Sibleys however, there was emerging what they called their 'college

126

scheme.
Asahel Munson, a young licentiate from Hanover, Indiana had
arrived in St. Charles seeking a place to preach. The St. Charles
Presbyterian Church, being at the time without the services of a
pastor, called the young man, and ordained and installed him in the
7

2
Christian ministry on April 15, 18k1. In April, 1842 Sibley leased

Linden Wood school to the young pastor and his wife for a modest sum.
Sibley and Munson hoped that the latter could successfully combine
ministerial and educational work and that a change in reliaace on
boarding students to day students from St. Charles would provide an
adequate studeat body. However, Munson had only seven day students in
attendance when the school reopened on April 18, 1842, and within a few
months terminated his lease and abandoned his first venture in educa-
tiun.i& But the school hud been revived!

By the end of the summer, a Mr. E. Root, an intinerant teacher
with a family of nine from Gainesville, Alabama, arrived in St. Charles

with the intention of starting a school. Instead, Root leased tue

L 7
20

Tbid., April 3, 1855.
i':Ttiexa‘m;irm Book No. 2, April 1%, 1841, St. Charles Presbyterian
Church Hi storical Papers.

Q‘Siblcy's Diary, April 18, 18L2, Sibley Mss.




300

Linden Wood school premises from Sibley for one year at annual rate
of $300.00. Like Munson, he too failed, but Sibley refused to be
discouraged, feeiiug that Root's financial need to support a large
family had prevented him from being ahle to continue the school
long enough to establish his reputation as a teacher. Root ceased
teaching in February, 1543, but lingered on at Linden Wood, with
Sibley paying his fuel bill. Sibley had also reduced Root's finan-
cial obligation under terms of the lease to $130.00, but Root became
convinced that ae could do better financially by moving to St.

. 2

louis.

From the records, it appears that Mrs. Sibley and 4 Miss
Rosseler operated the school in 18hh.30 Naomi Barron, one of Lhe
stuuents in 1644, had come to Missouri with her parents in a covered
wagon from Bladensburg, Maryland. Her father, Ninian Barron, bhad
conducted a school in the St. Charles Methodist Church until he
entered business. He sent Naomi to Linden Wood when she was thir-
teen years old. Years later, Naomi recalled that the twenty students
at Linden Wood in 1844 studied a curriculum consisting of astronomy,
nistory, spelling penmanship and music, but no foreign language. The
pupils were forvidden to dance or to "engage in any unladylike' games
bucauce Mrs. Sibley, as a strict Presbyterian, opposed such activities.

lasteaa, the girls listened to sermons given by Presbyterian ministers

25

May 2, 1ok
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1
from St. Lpuis,J the Sibleys being anxious to establish school tiles

 with Presbyterians in the larger city. In 1845 Miss Rosseter headed

the schovl at Linden Wood, and Miss Elizabethn Out, from Albany, iew
York, taught an additional thirty children io the village. The two
schools employed the efforts of Mrs. Sibley, Miss Rosseter, Miss Ott,
and an assistaut teacher, Miss Mary Butler of St. Louls. Monthly
examinations sod reviews were held both in the town branch and at
Linden Wood, aud the joint arrangement continued at least through
1847.3%

The family atmosphere at Linden Wood school still prevailed.
There were picnics, weddings, and special celebrations on the Fourth
of July. The girls still attended church in a body. Oace; in the
Spring of 1848, while Mrs. Sibley was in the East visiting her sister,
S8ibley took the girls to a circus. They stayed out until the unbe-
lievable hour of 11:00 o'clock. Sibley felt ashamed that he had sub-
Jected ihe girls and himself to such tomfoclery, and he promised him-
self he would never again be drawn into a circus :xLLbi:ion.J

While the school depended heavily oan local students, some came
from as far as Illinois, and a considerable number from St. Louis.

Some of Sibley's relatives, like Archibald and Louisa CGamble of St.

1 . ;
Interview with Miss Naomi Barron, 51. Louls Republican,
February 7T, 1915 and included in ihe Et. Charles Presbyterian Church
Historical Papers.

3281bley'8 Diary, October 30, 1645, February 26, 18647, Sibley
Mss.

3ijid., May 13, 18kU. Also see Elberi R. Boweun, "The Circus
in Early Rural Missouri,' Missouri Historical Review, XLVII (1992-1953),
12.
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Louis, sent their daughters to Linden Wood. &lill other students
were from small villages like Dardenne, Lincoln, Farmington, and
from a farm in St. Francois County.ah Only families who cculd
afford the tuition sent their daughters to Linden Wood. Thus, in
terms of class and wealth, the small student body was homogeneous.

By 1851, the Sibleys, along with a few otner St. Charles
residents, were beginning to think in terms of expauding Linden
Wood to include a normal school. Sibley met with a few personal
friends on a blustery day in January to discuss the expediency and

&

practicality of establishing a good girl's school in St. Charlea.sj
Although nothing was decided, Sibley felt sufficiently encouraged
to ask Solomon Jenkins of Fulton, Misscuri, to submit plans and
estimated cost for "a hapdsome edifice suitable for a female acade-
my--say 100 feet long by 40 feet wide and 3 stories high.‘36

Sibley and his St. Charles supporters must have had some
awareness of the difficulties they would face in realizing their
hopes. Frederick Rudolph had estimated that as many as seven hundred
colleges failed prior to the Civil Hur.j? In fact, so many colleges
were crowding into the picture that it led one contemporary observer

I8

3

to say, "Our country is to be a land of colleges.'

Compilation of the names of students appearing in the
Sibley Diary from 10630-1850, Sibley Mss.

[ o4
3)S:i.ble.y’s Diary, January 25, 1651, Sibley Mss.
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In the case of Linden Wood, however, close ties between the
Sibleys and the Presbyterian Church provided some hope. Rooted deeply
in the Puritan heritage, which placed a high priority on education,
the Presbyterian denomination accepted as a part of' its missionary
responsibility the elimination of illiteracy and ignorance. The
Presbyterians preferred an educated ministery over those preachers who
boasted that "their backs had never been rubbed aguinst the walls of
a eollege.“39 According to one church historian, of the sixty-six
permanent colleges in tne South in 1861, sevenieen had been established
by the Presbyterian denomination. Two of these, Linden Wood Female
College and Westminster College, were located in Missouri.ho

In 1841, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church re-
commended thati every rrecbytery maintain at leasl one "Grammar School"
or ucademynhl In 16M7, the Ceneral Assembly recommsended that each
presbytery and synod devise measures for the establishment of paro-
chial and presbyterial schools. The movement to establish academies
or high schools under the direction of the presbyteries thus picked
up momentum. The general stratogy of the denomination was to put
parochial schools in charge of local churches, academies under the

h2
care of the presbyteries, and colleges under Lhe care off the synods.

3¢
““James Gallaber, "Memoir," Precbyterian Recorder, VI (Novem-
ber, 1866), 166-16/.

L
OErnest Trice Thompson, Presbyterians in tihe South, 1607-
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When the Sibleys drew up their plan for Linden Wood Female College,
they made it plain that they had been influenced by the recommenda-
tione of the General Aseemtly.h

In time St. Charles' citizens became involved in the hopes
for a local college, an example perhaps, of the tie between "town
boosterism” and education which one historian haa noted.hh A news-
paper and a good hotel were important to a town's progressive image.
In addition to these, if a town had a college to beoast and to boost,
it had taken a glant stride toward adding to its stature, enriching
its cultural life, and impressing others with its advancement. The
colleze became a symbol of a town coming of age.

Aside from the Presbyterian Church and the secular Torces of
‘boosterism, " the temper of the times was becoming lacreasingly
rordial to education for women. On the natioual scene, women like
Thama Willard, Catherine Beecher, and Mary Lyon spearheaded the move-
ment. In 1837, Oberliu College admitted four women to its freshman
class. Colleges for women began to appear in places such as Macon,
CGeorgia and Elmira, Ohio. In 1852, Catherine Beecher played an impor-
tant role in the formation of the American Women's lducational Associa-
1::i.cn::.i‘ls

Higher education for women was justified on the grounds that

as human beings in a cemocracy they were entitled Lo a cultural

h3Cbpy of quit Claim Deed, July 4, 1656, Sibley Mss.
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Daniel J. Boorstin, The Americans: The National Experience
(New York, 1965), 152-161.
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enrichment and training, and also in a practical sense because educa-
tion would make women more useful members of soclety, more effective
home-makers, and also create a supply of school teachers at very
reasonable cost. George and Mary Sibley endorsed these ideas. As
early as 1837, Sibley advertised the Boarding School at Linden Wood
by quoting an article from the Richmond Compiler which argued that
i)

since women were the most important sex, they should be educated.

Moreover, the Sibley's quit claim deed to Linden Wood on July 4, 1856,
declared their purpose to "present a School or Schools wherein female
youth...may be properly educated, and qualified for the important
duties of Christian Mothers and School ’I‘eachere."w The Sibleys were
clearly regional leaders in the movement toward higher education for
women.

On April 15, 1852, a crucial event occurred in the history of
Linden Wood Female College. Sibley, seventy-years old and feeling
the encroachments of age and ill health, redrew his will. The third
article of that document bequeathed his Linden Wood tract of land to
the Linden Wood Female College as a permanent endowmem.hs The one
condition stated in the will was that Mary Easton Sibley would remain

in possession of the land and would use and enjoy it during her

natural life. Having done this, Sibley asked the St. Louis Presbytery

uéﬂissouri Republican, April 19, 1847.

I‘Tt.'.'aopz,r of Quit Claim Deed, July 4, 1856, Sibley Mss. See also
Merle Curti, The Social Ideas of American Educators (New York, 1935),
173

George C. Sibley to the Reverend Presbytery of St. Louis,
July b, 1856, Sibley Mss.




to take over the direction and care of the proposed college, which
it agreed to do. Thus in February, 1653, Linden Wood Female College
was incorporated by the legislature of the State of Missouri.hy
In this charter the college was placed under the care and supervision
of the Presbytery of St. Louis, with full rights of appointment of
Directors and of management of the College.so

The St. Louis Presbytery agreed to the following guide lines
suggested by the Sibleys. (1) The college was to comsist of primary,
high and normal schools; (2) It was to include both a domestic and a
boarding department; (3) The tuition was to be as low as practicable;
(4) The Holy Bible was to have a prominent place and was to be a
permanent classbook; (5) The instruction and discipline were to be
based on the Christian religion and the Westminsier Confession of
Faith; (6) The program was to develop the intellectual, moral and
physical faculties of female students and to lead them to useful mem-
bership in society.sl

The regular school continued, but Sibley's illness, the lack
of funds, and the need for an educational leader prevented immediate
organization of Linden Wood Female College. There were, however, some
attempts made to raise funds tor the erection of an adequate collepe

2
buildiug,.s

h9Gopy of Quit Claim Deed, July 4, 1856, Sibley Mss.
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Finally, in 1855, a step was taxen to revive the college
scheme. The St. Charles Presbyterian Church had called the Reverend
William MeCella to be-its minister, and he and his family lived at
Linden Wood rent free. Becoming impressed with MeCuslla, Eibley
decided to let him take the initiative in organizing the college,

It was believed that with a 1itlle exertion the college might be
openea for both day and boarding suholurs.53

With the help of John Jay Johas,‘B. A. Alderson and Samuel
Watson, all prominent S, Charles citizens, the Sibleys and the
MecCallas worked out plans for opening the school. Mr. and Mrs.
MceCalla ascumed responsibility Cor the bosrding department and
McCalla volunteered to teach French and Latin.bh It was also agreed
that Johns, Alderson and Watson.should hondle {inancial matters.
They settled the cost of tuition and board in keeping with Sibley's
desire to be as lenienl in this as was finunciailj possible. They
also arranged for the printing of circulars and placed announcements
oi' the college's opening in several newspapers. Throughout they
agreed that nothing would be done that was inconsistent with the
plans and objectives outlined in the charter. And, finally, they

agreed that the Si. Louis Presbytery should assume control of the

g &
gchool as soon asgs 1t could do so.)’

531bid.
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55Ibid.




Miss Isabella Gibson, who was teaching in rXirkwood, near St.
Louis, was engaged as a teacher in the school for a ten month's
| period‘for a salary of $400, board and room. Miss Gibson accepted the
position and came to Linden Wood highly recommended.56

The unexpected success of the school pleased the Sibleys
greatly, and they asked that a special effort be made to erect a
permanent college building in the immediate future. In his
enthusiasm, Sibley predicted that with concerted effort this could be
done by December. Sibley believed that an additional $3000 added to
the funds already raised would be sufficient to get the bullding pro-
jeect undexvay.jT The money came in slowly, however, and the building
prcject was, for the time being, shelved.

Throughout the Spring of 1855, the attendance rose. By the
middle of April, forty~four scholars were attending Linden Wood. 1In
April, Mrs. Sibley went to St. Louis to visit friends and raise funds
ror the college. Although she achieved little success in that venture,
the enrollment climbed to fort;-five by the end of May.bu Although
McCaella left the school in the fall of 1855, it continued to prosper
under Mies Gibson, Mrs. Elinor Sheffield, and Mrs. Duﬂ'ree:.bjj

Early iu 1856, the Sibleys, encouraged by the school's con-
tinued success, renewed their efforts to have a building erected.

I. 0. Sawyer, a St. Louis architect, was hired to draw up plans for a

61pid.
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building. These were accepted by the Sibleys and the trustees, but
when the bids were made all were too high to proceed with construction.
About ten thousand dollars had been raised but the building designed
by Sawyer would require in the neighborhood of $14,000. Faced with
these figures, Sibley said, "In this emergency 1 Resolved that the
long cherished project should not be abandoaeu.”bu Again, Mrs.
5ibley solicited Churches and tne friends of female education in St.
Iouis, but with little sur.'cess.sl Nevertheless, the Sibleys vowed
to press on with their 'cherished project,” recognizing that "the
enterprise will Mainly, if not entirely depend on our almost unaided
exertion and influence."”

Finally iu June, 1856, Jotham Biegelow and Son proposed to
erect the collegze building for $13,000, according to the plans and
specifications of I. O. Sawyer. Their offer was accepted and exca-
vation was begun on June 3, 1056.63

A month later, on the Fourth of July, 1856, an important event
in the lif'e of Linden Wood College tock place. Following a picnic
near the site of the new building, the Sibleys presented to the Board
of Trustees of Linden Wood Female College a quil claim deed to 120
acres of the Linden Wood tract of land.éh Sibley explained his ac-

tion in the following words:

Ibid., May _ , 1856.
6151b1ey'5 Diary, May _ , 1856, Sibley Mss.

2
Ibid.

63 1p1d., May 2, 1656.
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Copy of Quit Claim Deed, July b4, 1856, Sibley Mss.




Mrs. Sibley and I have ever been averse to the

too common practice among good people of 'hold-

ing on' to the end of their lives to their world-

ly estates which they intend to give to the aid

of good and proper public objects after their

decease, to be Secured by Will: which instru-

ments are always liable more or less to be mis-

interpreted, or mislaid, or disputed and Set

aside; and the purpose of the dying man def'eated--

Now altho' my beloved wife and I caunot approve

of such a course, which we are very sure 1s in

general, indefensible...We have today executed

and delivered to the Directors of Linden Wood

Female College our Quit Claim Deed to the 120 acres

promised...
The Board accepted the Deed, and then executed a Deed of lease to the
Sibleys for 106 acres of the land. This lease provided that the
Sibleys could remain at Linden Wood, their home for over twenty-five
years.66 Both the Sibleys and the Board felt that their presence at
Linden Wood would be beneficial to the college.

After the reading of the Declaratiocn of Independence and an
address, the crowd assembled for the laying of Lhe cornerstone.

The first annual catalogue of Linden Wooud Female College,
published in June 1858, provided considerable factual dala on the
status of the school at the time. President A.V.(. Schenck had a
faculty of seven teachers. The three departments, normal, collegiate,
and preparatory, had a total enrollment of seventy-four students. The
collegiate department comprised four classes: primary, sophomore,

Junior and senior. The collegiate curriculum olfered history, English

-
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grammar, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, natural history, composition,
rhetoric, logic, astronomy, physiology, mental philosophy, chemisury,
and evidences of Christianity. In the preparatory department, the
course of study included spelling, reading, geopraphy, arithmetic,
English exercises, writing and urammer.o?

In 1858 there was only one girl enrolled ip the Normal division
ol' the school. However, the catalogue pointed cul that the normal de-
rartment furnished facilities for graduates and olhers preparing
themselves for teaching. The faculty of the seliool would give special
testimonials to those whe became proficient im uny branch of tnis
department.. The school would alsc serve as a placement agency for
such students since it received frequent reguests for school teachers.

Board and tuition cost $175.00 a year, which included a fur-
nished room, heat and gas light. There were additional costs for
plano and gultar lessons, ancient and modern .lan uages, drawing,
erayoning, and painting. Ministers received a discount for their
children, Bills were payuble one-half on entrance and one-half in bthe
middle of the year. The &:liool year began on the second Motday in

September and continued for fforty-one weeks. A public exumination

) &

eloged the schwol year.

Some cf the General RegulaJiong of the sehool were:

All the members of the College are required Lo be
uest in their dress; lady-like in manuer, to avoid

67 ,
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extravagance in their expenses, #nd to conform
prompbly and cheerfilly to all regulations which

Reri
may be announced for the internal govermment olf
the College.

Damapes to furniture, ete, will be charged to
the student or to the occupants of the room.

Money in the kands of the students should be de-
posited in the safe, whence it can be drawn as
occasion requires.

No visits are given or received on Lhe Sabbath

by any one connected with the College. Visits

of others than parents or guardians are at the op-
tion of the President.

The Bible is a book of deily use. A Bible class
lesson is required of boarding students on the
Sabbath.

All works of doubtful tendency are expressly pro-
hibited.

Neither boarding nor day students are permitited
to attend parties or places of smusement incom-
pitible with habits of study or refinement.

Young ladies from & distance are reguired to board
in the College building.

Each student must be provided with towels, napkins,
napkin-ring, umbrella and high overshoes. All
these should be marked with her name. No articles
will be received intoc the Laundry uniess plainly
marked with name in full.®”
The Sibleys continued to live at Linden Wood, but in the latter
part of 1858 they sub-leased the 108 acres back to the school for an
0
annual rent of $800.T They then moved just a short distance f'rom
Linden Wood, where they lived until Sibley's death in 1863.
Their interest in the school continued to be strong. When, for

example, the college sold some of its land to pay debts and incidental

He
"1b1d.
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expenses, Sibley felt justified in writing, 2 stinglog leiter to John
Jay Johns, then on the Board of Direclors, to the effect that the
ccllege had committed & grave error. It was wrong, he stormed for
the college to sell land which had been given as an endowment.
Sibley wrote, "The properiy should be husbanded with judicious care,
for the sole object of aiding ana increasing tie Endowment.”Tl

Prior tc the Civil War, many colleges werec founded, survived
for a brief time, and then failed. Lindenwood Female College sur-
vived, and its survival can be attributed bto a number of factors. The
Presbyterian Church, although hampered by dissension in the 1860's,
offered some financial assistance and leadership. Souud, capable
business men such as Samuel Watson, B. A. Alderson, and John Jay Johns
served on the First Board of Directors. Watson, for example, gave in
excess of $5000 to the college at a time when the Sibleye' college
scheme was far from being realized.72

Extensive and varied, with meadow, grove, garden and orchard,
the Linden Wood land was a ver)y valuable piece of property. From 4n
aesthetic point of view, the surroundings were matchless. From the
observatory atop the college edifice, the two great rivers; the

Missouri and the Mississippi, the bluffs of the Illinois shore, and

the rolling land of St. Louis County coula ve vieued.Tj

Coupled with
Linden Wood's natural attractiveness, was the fact that Linden Wood

was still a producing farm. Much of the college's food supply was

TlGeorge C. Sibley to John Jay Johns, June 3, 165%, Sibley Mss.

TQGeorge C. Sibley to the Reverend Presbytery of St. Louis,
July b4, 1856, Sibley Mss.

(3pirst Anoual Catalogue of Lindenwood Female College (June, 1656),
Sibley Mss.
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provided by the farm. The gas used for light was mapufactured on the
premises from regin oil. Cisterns and wells provided an adeguate
water supply. Since so many improvements had been made and some
buildings had been constructed Lefore Linden Wood became a college,
the ccsts of physical facilities remained relatively moderate. The
Sibleys had given Linden Wood an acreage of both rare natural beauty
and economic value.

Linden Wood's geographical location also contributed to its
survival. Of the seventy-four scholars enrclled in 1858, sixty-two
came from St. Charles, St. Louis, St. Cha)les County, and St. Louis
County. By 1860 St. Charles was only an hour from St. Louis by rail.
A proposed railroad was soon to connect the upper part of the state
with the town.Th Linden Wood's proximity to & growing urban area
and its easy accessibility were distinct advantages.

Linden Wood was free from controversy that wrecked many
struggling colleges before the War. Marion College, in Northeastera
Missouri, for example, was torn to shreds by the slavery question.
Althouzh the Presbyterians split in the 1660's, Linden Wood was some-
how relatively free from the divisive pressures. Other colleges,
however, were not as fortunate.

Finally, one cannot discount the intangible contributions of

George and Mary Sibley to the college. They gave the land, but to a

Thrpia.
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remarkable degree they also gave themselves. Both of them firmly
believed that women should be educated, that women's education
should be quality education, and that future homemukers, mothers
and school teachers should not be ignorant of history, mathematics,
and philosophy. Sibley's personal imprint was in his unbending
insistence on good, sound business practices. E8ibley knew that
man "did not live by bread alone,” but he also was wise enough to
know that "bread" was vitally important to an educational institution
if it were to live at all. Mary, motivated by the desire for women's
education, provided the drive to keep the "college scheme' alive.

By 1860, Sibley had become a frail, delicate-looking man
with white halr. Although his physical health declined steadily,
he remained mentally alert. A Sibley relative who attended Linden
Wood in the late 1850's remembered seeing Sibley in the family home,
propped up with pillows in bed, reading and writing. Occasionally,
the Sibleys ate in the college dining room where Sibley impressed the
airls by coming to the table in a long dressing gown and by drinking
from a silver t.u'be..ir"“-’J

Because Sibley discontinued his diary late in life, it is
difficult to formulate any idea as to how he actually felt about the
erisis leading to the Civil War. Although he {reed his two slaves,
Baltimore and his wife Rachel, in 185Y, he also asserted that he

still believed that the "best position for the Negro for their own

76Recollections of Major George C. Sibley rrom the Historical

File on George Sibley in the collection of Edna Mc:Elhiney Olson, S5t.
Charles, Missouri.
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good, is that of domestic slavery and striet subordination to the
White Rﬁce.“TT when the Civil War erupted, the old patriot chose
the Union.
Sibley's health declined steadily uniil he died quietly in
his sleep on Junvary 31, 1863. In an old Session and Roll Bock of
the St. Charles Presbyterian Church &n unknown nerson wrote beside
Sibley's nawe "To all appearance he aied without a struggle or pain."78
Sibley wes buried at Linden Wood in & plot set aside for the
family. His grave, shaded by forest ftrees, rests on a slope that
sweeps into what once was the prairie.
Mary survived her husband for fifteen years. She lived in a
"two story red brick house' surrounded by Linden Wood's beautiful
acreage. As she grew older, il became necessary for her Lo move
from the larger house to a small coltage standing closer to the
Linden Wood Campua.Ty Her home was filled with good furniture, bocks
and picturra.ao A graduate of Linden Wood in the 1660's recalled
that, despite Mary's stern religious outlook, she wore gay colored
clothes and hair ribbons and refused tc wear black even after her

husband's death.81

TTSibley's Diary, September 1, 185, Sibley Mss.

8
T Session Book No. 2, January 31, 1b63, St. Charles Presby-
terian Church Historical Papers.
?&Recollectiona of Major George C. Sibley from the Historical
File on George C. Sibley in the collection of Eina McElhiney Olson,
St. Charles, Missouri.
80
Mary Esston Sibley's Will, Will Records, lNumber 4, 1873-1867,
St. Charles County Probate Court, St. Charles, Missouri.
81, | ;
Mrs. H. L. Conn, "Reminiscences of Mary 4. Sibley," Linden-
wood College Bulletin, AAXCVIII (February, 1.36), 6.
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In 1870 the Linden Wood Charter was amended and the school
was placed under the control of the Presbyterian Synod of Missouri,
U.S.A. Mary's interest in the college never waned. In her later
years, she became an ardent Second Adventist, believed that the
righteous would be resurrected at the second coming of Christ, and
when she was seventy years old decided to go to Japan as a mission-
ary. ©She got as far as California before fatigue and illness forced
her to return to M.isaouri.82 In spite of increasing deafness, she
refused to retreat from life and remained active in St. Charles'

religious and school affairs. An ear trumpet, prominently perched

on her right ear when needed, became a constant aid. A few months
before her death she wrote in her will that she had befriended an
orphan girl and desired that a part of her remaining estate should
be used to educate this girl at Linden Hood.aB

On June 20, 1878 Mary died and was buried next to her hus-
band.ah Just up the hill from their graves stands the colleée

building that bears their name as partial testimony as to why the

Gibleys deserve a permaneni place in Missouri history and in the

broad movement for female education.

821p14.

SJMary Easton Sibley's Will, Will Records, Number 4, 1873-
1687, St. Charles County Probate Court, St. Charles, Missouri.
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