
Lindenwood University Lindenwood University 

Digital Commons@Lindenwood University Digital Commons@Lindenwood University 

George Champlin Sibley Papers George and Mary Easton Sibley Papers 

7-22-1811 

Letter from George Sibley to William Clark, July 22, 1811 Letter from George Sibley to William Clark, July 22, 1811 

George Champlin Sibley 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/george 

 Part of the United States History Commons 

https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/george
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/sibley
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/george?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fgeorge%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu%2Fgeorge%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


ort y d . 1811. 

r w r, • 

I etur e r y tour on h 11. t ... In t vin ct-

ly t 0 onth out, uring h1 ti Io l th s, a noes, 

r nee. s ta , 1t 1 Os n n arly l h 1g 8 e - he 

Knn s a neea I ..,la t he1r T ns 1 th t tllelr 
... 

l e er 

huntin b yond 8 r ans Thy 1 d 1 h r t 

ho pit r 1th h i oct1 

an, m ur ces (t t n st b -

1 va r o 11 0 IS th . ... , 
I uo 1 0 b t n 

' 
h r p .:> 0 ur y b V 

hop 0 h b b 1 OU' . 

oy, " d l t lr 0 d ly th 

a 8 I 0 th n b r r 1 di s -

I 1 t l t t .I! an d 1 b n 

h 1 t h lu n 1 l d BS 

V lb r I t' 0 

tull il C di b s t 

o- I id ot .;ie t t I y I t t .l awn \) r 

ot th on -
I u d 0 • u :n e, Ut Ol y u - 0 

' 
ut 0 to be n th c1 t 0 -- I 

d "h r Oa e V th th tm Bli n spit 
' -

J d i - a~ nd t ol 0 hi Trlb 1naed 

8 ro oi t l t t I OU Jl t 

\.lu r 1 w.u s d t th olo·i ad to I r n t 

1 pl yi r t to it not hi or he h d 

non• to n 'I b , d e 1n h '-'tro 

o :posse .... 0 eri n y h it hi tad on hi 

Lo e, d th n let 1, n u l ":'I 1 0- you r. 'h u e u to 



Set t l e .-

I wns lon ago a ar e tbot the Big Osages b~d o ~re3sed So~e un-

1111n1:1ness to abide y the .. reaty, but I never doubt d but it as1n 
~ 

oonsequenoe of false epresentations llblde to th m by per sons who per­

haps hnve an interest in destro~in· the reuty- • accidentally learn­

ed So~e tacts whi1e at the Arkassaw u~ages, hich oonflr ed roe in tb1s 

opinion- a proposal h A been m de to ~1crmon o..nd ths principal ~en 

of his Tr ibe , to oppo e the .1.reaty , but they Refused , and deole.red 

they oul4 observe 1 t with good :fa1 th- J. r I mist ke not , the Big 

Os age are under the 1mpres. ton thut they are to get no onniii ty- at all 

e vent s , the U. 6 . must not trifled w th in thls husines any lon~er. 

I embraced the orportu.nity h11e I was out, to vi it and exam­

ine the f'o.ooua ~altn a beyond th~ Arkc.nsm,-

The Gr a.11d 1o>Oline is e.t least 30 ilea in circwnference , anrl i s 

a perfe otly l evel plane 1 covered in dry Hot wecther from 2 to 6 Inohes 

deep with n beauttfLll. clean whtte ~alt , or a quality hather ~uperior 

I think to tbe imported blo~n Salt .-

The ook o line is on a dma.ller ~oole belng not more thun 

about !2.QQ._Acres in extent. - it ls also a 1 v l flat ~ur ounaed by 

very hjgl1 Bills foro.ed ohiefly of Gupsum of vari ous q_uuli 'u1 t; e.nd 

~lint and .1: ed 'lay- from the boses of tl1ese Hills , issue many Springs o 

of ~alt water , \'Jhich uwrend1n Ulo~ly over the flat 1o convert d by 

the aotion f the ..>u.n to bo.ra valt • ,,hioh 1 c; ore or less ebur.dant 

ac~ordtng to the weatb r- c lon oonttnuenoe of very hot dry weather, 

produoes a '"'Olid a ss of 0 alt from 5 to 12 noho s thick cove ri ng rui - -
Hundred Acr es , very m11oh •¼:so bli a large Pond or eter covered w1 t b 

Rough J.ce- Tnere e.re weveral *"prtngs, hich i.so within the flc.t , 

ar ound ,hich the .... alt orms tn ~ch Solid masses us to defy th 

heaviest ~tors of ot , ho over Jften e eated- at one of these 

Spri gs l hewed out o. pleoe of .,alt 18 Inches thiok , then du about a 

f oot below the Surf ace o the ground , and ~till round an almost Sol i d 



Mass of Salt- An I ndian Seeing me digging , l UBhi n.., sked me it I ex­

pect ed to dig to the bottom- I am i nduced to believ t re is a ~olid 

Book of Salt or vost extent ne the Surtaos h re- At present I 

oannot give more Sketohes of these truly great our1os1ties of nature­

when I Shall have revised my notes , perltaps I may Res ume the Subjeot i n 

Some tutare Letter.-

You will Reoeive thi s , by Mr. Rawli ngs who will make a ~hort Stay 

in st. Louis. 1 beg leave to Reter you to hi m for other par tioulars­

By hi s Return I btpe t o hear trom you. 

I beg lea ve to tender my Com~ts. lespeotfully to Yr s •• and to 

as sure you of my S1noere esteem. 

Gen1 • 'ff1. Clark 

t s •. Louis. 

G. C. Sible y 
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