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Fort Usage July 33‘. 1811.
DT, oir,

I Returned from my tour on the 1 te, Ins®

« haviag been exact-
ly two months out, during which time I “aw all the Kansas, FPawnees,
Arkansaw Useges, Liittle Osages and nearly ull the Big VYseges-~ The
Kansas and Pawnees I “aw at their Towns, thée Osaces at thelr “everal
hunting Camps beyond the Arkansaw- They all Received me with great
hospitality, and treated me with the utmost rriendship and Respect,
and they all gave me assurances (the most of them honest ones I be-
lievedf of their gooud will towards the U, States.-

1 Succeeded in making s FPeace between ths Pawne-s and “anses,
which may perhaps produce “ome good @ fegts- T assure you I have
great hopes of the Konses becoming one of the best Tribdbes in your
Agency, they huve Reformed greatly, nnd are already as orderly as the
Osages, much more So than the ®ig VUsages, and by fsr better Indiuns-
I lert & “lag at the Konses and ons flag and 6 “edals at the Pawness,
The «edals I distributed among the most influential and best dispoused
of the -everal Tribes ol Fawnees- I have not time now to give you as
full detail of my proccedings at the Pawnees and “onses as I intend to
do- I d1d not See the Ottoes, thoy had left th-ir ‘owns vefors +
got to the Tonses.-

I used one of &he flags you furnished me, out of your Agenoy,
but hope to be exoused wien 1 have told the circumstances- Cloruont,
head “hief of the Arkansaw Osages fleceived me with the @itmost hospitale
1ty, and himself, “1g ‘rack and indeed the whole of his Tribe evinced
Suoh Strong preofs of goo! will towards the U, 8. that I oould not
but fecl much pleased with them, Clermont apologized to me for not
displaying the U, 5., flag, ut told me it was not his fault, for he had
nonej 4+ happened to huve one in my beaggage, s«nd Se=ing his “trong desire
to possess “ome American hHedge, immedistely hnd it hoisted on his
Lodge, und then left it, and must leave it for you and “pr, Chouteau to



Settle,-

I was lonz ago aware thet the Big Usages had exrnresssd Some une
willingness %o abide Ly the :ranty. but I never doubt=d but 1t wasin
consequence of false Representations mode Lo th.m by persons who pere
haps have an interest in destroying the Ireaty- < aceidentally learn-
ed Some faets while at the Arkassaw Ysages, which confirmed me in this
opinion- & proposal hnd bben made to Vlermong and ;ha principal “en
of his Tribe, to oppose the *reaty, but they Refused, snd declared
they would observe it with good faithe *f I mistake not, the Big
Usage are under the impression thut they are to get no ennuity- at all
events, the U. S, must not be trifled with in this business any longer.

I embraced the opportunity while I was out, to visit and exeme
ine the famous “alines beyond the Arkansaw-

The Grand Saline is at least 30 kiles in circumference, and is
a perfeotly level plune, covered in dry Hot weqther from 2 to 6 Inches
deep with a beautiful clean white Zalt, of & quality Rather Superior
I think to the imported bdlown Salt .-

The Rook Saline i1s on a “maller Scale being not more than
about 500 Acres in extent.,~ it is also a level flat Surrounded by
very high Hills formed chiefly of Gupsum of various gualiiies and
flint and Bed Ylay- from the bases of these Hills, issue meny Springs o
of Selt water, which “preeding Slowly over the flat is convertsd by
the action of the vun to hard Salit, which is more or less sbundant
according to the weath r- & long eontinuence of very hot d4ry weather,
produces & “olid Mass of “alt from § to 12 inches thick covering an
Hundred Aecres, very much idesemblin & large Fond of water covered with
Rough ‘e~ There are “everal Springs, which Bise within the flet,
around which the ®alt forms in Such Solid “esses as to defy the
heaviest Storms of Hain, however often Hepeated- at one of these
Springs L newed out a plece of “alt 18 Inches thiok, then duz about a
foot below the Surface o the ground, and °till found an almost Solid




Mass of Salte= An Indian Seeing me digging, lasughing asked me if ]I exe
pected to dig to the bottome~ I am induced to believs thore is a Solid
Book of Salt of vust extent near the Surfage h re- At present I
caniot give more Sketches of these truly great ocuriosities of nature-
when I Shall have revised my notes, perhaps I may Resume the Subject in
Some futare Letter.-

You will Receive this, by Mr. Rawlings who will make a “hort Stay
in 8%, Louts. I beg leave to Refer you to him for other particulars-
By nis Return I hépe to hear from you.

I beg lecve to tender my Comp®®, Bespectfully to krs. . and to
assure you of my Sincere esteem,

G. C. Sibley
Gen', W, Clark
s¥.. Louis,
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