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God and Our Ootm1ry-(Jit'il and Religfous Freedom Stand or 
Fall Together-Fidelity to Jest1s Ohrist ns tlie alone Tti119 in Zion, 
i8 the best JJejense of Oonstittttirmtrl L iberty. 

Major Genernl W. S. RoRecrn_ns, Oommnnding the II Depart­
ment of the :mssomi,'' issued, M:u·ch 8, 1864, Special Orders, 
No. 62, regulating tho 01·gunb..ntion nnd proceedings ofToligious 

~ piVli - . ~-
In October, 1864, the Synod of Missouri, i. e., nineteen mem-

bers out. ofono hundred nnd so\'enty, complied wilh snid Order, 
and met in St. Loni.s. 

Bev. R. P. Fanis, of lhe Pre<ibyt.ery of St. Louis, nnd Ruling 
Elder S. S. W atso-n, of the St. Clrnrles Church, iu i.he snme 
Presbytery, attempted, without regard to the )1.ilitm-y Order, to 
take their seats as members of Synod. 

Synod, in obedience to the Order, excluded Messrs. W atson 
and Farria. 

Synod deliberately refused to make :my mi.Jmte" of theh­
aotion; and, therefore, the 8ession of the St. Charles Church 
put the whole matter upon their records, as follows : 

EXTRACT F ROM THE RECORDS OF THE SE:'=:SIO~ OF 
ST. CIIA.RLES CHURCH . 

ST. CB.AR.LES :\Io., October 2:2, 186!. 
Session met in the study, and was opened with prayer . * ~ 

Elder S.S. Watson, nppoinlod to represent this Chm-ch in t he 
recent meeling of tho Synod of Jlissouci, a t St. Louu:, m:ide a 
report. 

Bro. Watson's fidelity was approved, nnd bis report accepted 
nnd ordered to bo spread upon i.he Records of Session. 

Elders Johns and Alderson were appointed a committee to pre-
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pare n, complaint to the next Gen eral Assembly against the Synod 
of )liss ouri,in regard to the mat ters em_braced in Elder Watson's 

repol't . 
It wne resolved. th:it, wberens lbe Records of the Synod ofl.Vfis­

sotwi contain no mention of tho proeeodings of which this ses­
sion fee~ it their duty to complain, t he1·efor~, the Session will 
moot i 11 ~t. Louis on the lOt li tiny of F ebruary, 18G6, for the 
purpose of L:lking sworn testimony in regtird to -these pro­
ceedings. 

It was nl!'o l'esolved that th e Moclerntor of Synod bo notified 
of Lbe t ime und place of lhe Session's meeting in St. Louis, and 
of lho Session 's intention to spread tho testimony which shall 
t hen be tnkon u1Jon tho lleconls, wbich are to form a pa.rt of 

OUl' compl:lint. 
Eld-er vV'ntson's r eport is as follows :, 

"To Tn£ REssi oN OF TETE CHuaon or ST. CRA1tLES : 

"Dear Brethren-I nm awn-re that it has not been customary 
for tb<· Representative of Ses~on in tho Com·ts of the Church to 
mak~ nny formal reporl, but the extrftOl'dinary pr-0ceeclings of 
the Synod of Missouri, nt its Lute m eeting in St. Louis, render it 
proper that I should communicate to you the following facts: 

"!laving been duly elected to represent tho St. Charles Church 
in the Synod of Missouri, I wns in attendance on Thursday, 
October 13, 1864., when the Synod n et. 

"Tho !!lst Moderator 11resent constituted the Synod in tbe 

usual manner . 
'' When the roll wns being made -up, I gave my na-mo ns the 

Representathre of tho St. Chni·l es Church; btit not having ex­
hibited it cei-ti-ficate that I hau taken nn oath of allegiance, as 
required l.Jy n cortuin. militn1·yorder, the Synod refu_sed Lo tiuroll 
my n ame o.mong its m embeTs. Rynod did n ot question my 
hein.g au acting, ruling Elder, and duly elected to repr esent this 
Church; but refused to recoivo me on tho sole grottnd that I ,vas 
not qunlilietl, according to said military order, to sit in Synod. 

"I wn,s not allowed by tho Rynod to take any part in the pro­
ceediugs of the body. When 1 aroso to address the Synod, I 
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was porem plo:rily anUod to Ol'uer; in shorl, I was tr c11Lell pre­
o~scly t i!\ if I had bocn only o. s peclntor, hav ing n o righ ts in the 
judkalory. Tho Rev. Mr. P a nis, pastor o f tbi!; C: llurch, was 
truu.tl'<I in the sa me wny, and for the ~a.me reason. 

"On Fri<lny, the second day of t he se:dou, when it up pcored 
thnt 110 mention bad been mndo on tlio minute of the rojcotiou 
of :.\lr. l"nrds and myself, the U,Lloolion of the Synod was called 
to t hl' omis~ion by no Elde r- a siLLing mombor -who requested 
tJ,at a t 1·uo 1·ccot·d bo made. T his was noi tlouo ; :rncl yet, after 
dllba tu upon t he subject, i t -wos ag reed that the nnmes of bolh 
Mr. l'nrri,, nnd my:,01£ should be en tered on the r oll ns lrndng 
tnkou our souts Lue precious du:,- ; nnd ibis was evidently done 
to pre\·cnl clidicnlty w·ith tho higher Uonrt when lbe Hecords of 
Synod ~honlJ come under r enew. 

" l will fu1·U10r slate i ii.A t I rofu-,od to oxhibiL nny certificate 
of my having tnken an o:ilh of a. llegia nce, because I could not, 
wilh a good conscience, practically u<lmiL thnL a11y civil or mili• 
tary power whatever has nny right to pr e$Cribe tho qanlifica• 
tions ,>f mc'mbers ot Courts i n the Chu rch of J esus Uhrilit, or lo 
requiro of them qualifications olbe r tlum, or in audition to, those 
which the C'h urch itself, in its stanJardi;, makes necoi,snry and 
deem~ sullle:ient. 
"I huvo, ns you know, tnken tho outh of 11llegin11ce, l oth as a 

citizoo und ns a mabristrate; in fnot, I had with me, nt the lime, 
a certilir1llO of having taken such oath to qualify me to tlisolrn,rgo 
the Juty of Cou11ty Judge. Y ou nl~o know tbnt, from tho begin­
n ing of our troubles, I h ave been a deC'i<lod Uuion man, and lhat 
I r cponod mysel f fo r military dut.y nud stood guard. 

"I ca nnot bolievo that tho militar y authorities, C\'Cn under 
their own 01·der, would h avo lnkon nny exception Lo my sitting 
in the Synod. 

"S.AlflJEu S. WA 1'SON." 

Tho Committee to prepare a Com plaint repor ted t bc follow­
ing, and were dire cted to lodge a CO!JY ofit with tho :Moderator 
of Lho Synod of Missouri: 



5 

CoMN,t\INT of the Session of tlte First Presbytcria11 Ohurrh of St. 
Oh11.rlcs, MiSJJouri, to tlie General Assembly, and against the 
Synod of .Missouri. 

The Session of tho First P rcsbytorinn Church of ~t.. Charles, 
Missouri, respectfully sul,mit to tho General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in tbe Unitod StnLOll of Amerioi1 the fol­
lowing fact~, as tho ground ofa e:omplnint against, the :-iy11o•l of 
Mii;souri: 

"lli. S. . Wi.lson, a U11ling Elder in tho Cburr·h of , L. 
OhnrleR, nnd oflen 1·cpresenting snid Ohurch in the P,·esbytury 
of St. J.,ouis nnd the Synod of )li!lsouri, nud well known to the 

memb<'rs of both bodies, was, by Session duly olccted to repre­
sent !laid Church in tho ~ynod of ~[issomi, which was to meet 
in St. Louis, October 12, 1864. 

"Mr. vVntson nttendod said meeting or Synod, and was 
present at its organi.zntion on the 13th of Ootouer, (an organi­
zation not having been effected on the 12th, becanso a quor um 
was not ,,resent,) and reported himself as lhe Rcpresontativo of 
th e St. Charles Chure:h. 

" An .A11sistant. Provost-:i\Tarsh11l wns present, to \Vhom tb,e 
Clerk of Synod fu.rnish ed a list of such members of Synod as 
reportod thomselve:; as ministers in attendance or represe11ta­
tives of tho churches. 

"In open ,_ynod, those who claimed to be members of the 
"Body were roquired, as 11, condition of 11itUng in Synod, Lo show 
a certlficato o f having taken a prescr ibed oath of allegiance, or 

to take such nn onlh thou and tho1·e. 

"Mr. Watson noithcr oxbibitod a certificate nor took any 
oath. A..Jt11011gh he had Luken tho oath or alloginnec, l,oth as a 
citizen and as a Judge, in the County Oourt, uud bold it to be tlrn 
duty of e,cry citizen to B\"OW his nllegio.nce, yet he con Id not, ns 
a mnlte1· of con!!cioncc nnd duty to Christ, as sole Head of the 
Cbur('h, admit. tho r ight of nny ch~il or military authority of 
exacting o.n oath ns a condition a nd qualification to sit i11 n 
Church Court. 
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'' Synod, on foo ground th:u ho had, ns lhoy U1ou~bt, neither 
showu his certifioato nor taken the 01,th 1·oquiTed by tlic mili­
t.ary authorities, refused lo allow him to sit and u<:L ll3 n member 
of tho l3ody. 'l'he members of Synod nnd Modern.tor, by Lhe c ry 
of" order," when he aUem pted to spcnk, prevented him exercis­
ing his rights as a momLor of the Body, und ig nored his pres­
ence as a r opr esontativo of this Church. When ho tlcmanded 
to be informed whet her lie was to consiuer himself as a member 
of Synod, the :\Iodorator decided ho was not,-from which 
decision no appeal wns tnken, so t hat i t stood to him ns the 
decision of lho Body. 

"Synod, though roqucstcd to make a record of hi 1·ejec. 
tion as a rcpresent!lti,·e of the Church, did not do so; auJ iL was 
argued ill Synod lhat it was not. uccessary to mnkc suc·h record. 
The minutes of Synod contain no traco w hatever of anything 
that. was done in this caso. On tho conl.J•ni-y, the r c<:ords are 
made directly to falsify t ho facts; for, all.er d iscussion, and on 
the Inst day of the se;1sion, Octol>or H, the Clerk was dfrccted to 
insert ~fr. Watson's namo on lho recor ds in t he pince where i t 
would h nve been i nserted if ho bad boon rcceh·ed when he fir.,t 
applied, to wit: October .13 ; nnd Lhis was done, not. by a motion, 
which would have been a matter of record, but by consent oflhe 
Body, np11nrently for the very pm·pose of nvoiding n record, and 
t hus, not only wns he denied his scat, but nlso l he ondonce of 
such denial was prevented from a1,pearing on record. For t he 
truth of this whole stat,,.'mont, tho Se~sion refor your nmerable 
:Solly to lbe evidenco tnkon before the Session of this Oh tU·ch, 
and mnko lhe records of said Sossion o. part of Lhi,; complaint. 

11I11 view of those fncts, t his Session complnins-

Fmsr, of tlie refusal of Syno<l to receive Mr. Wat.son iM the Re. 
presentatit:e of this C!turcli ; a.ncl they rest tM.s Co111.J1l<lint on tlte 
following grounds : 

"(1.) Because Synod had no right to require nny conditions 
01· qunli-ficalions for n seal in Synod other thnn those luid down 
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in tho standnrds of Lhe Chur ch, und were bound to r eceive nil 
who bad these qaalificnt ions. 

" (2.) BeMuse Synod had no 1igh t or power to onforco mnr­
tfol law, o,,on if they hud boon 01·dol'od or 1·equired to do so 
(which your complai.11nnts do not beliove)-and, ut uny rate, 
they shonld hn,o made a 1·opresentntion to the Commanding 
General of tho dift1cullies in which his order invoked them, und 
asked fol' such a modification of it ns would leave them free to 
acl according to the esta.lili~bcd Constitution of the CbUL·cb. 

"(8.) Bocnnse if this pree:eJent is ponn iued 1,0 pass nm olmked, 
it will become u rulo in the jndica.lorios of Olll' Chmcli in .Mis­
so1u-i, nod must work inculculnule injury to the interests of 
religion in t bi ' Stale. 

"SECOND. The Session com plair1 tbM, the records of Synod are 
1iot-as the Form of Gorern111ent, chap. x i, d requires-a fttll 
and fair record of it, proceedmg~, and arc, therefore, deseri,ing of 
grave censw'I' : 

(1.) lloCAuse they deprive lbc ttggricvcd party directly of one 
mode or redress, vi.z: by gcnornl review and control, and indi-
1·ecUy ofall redress ns, prima fa cic, n otbi11g nppears about which 
he could either appeal or complain. 

(2.) Because the duty of making t he record was distinctly 
brought bofol'e ::iynod and wat; not heeded. 

(3.) Ilccnu.so tho records a,·e mndc to falsify the facts, by in­
.ier ling Lbc name or Yr. Wat.son as o. member of the B ody nt 
Lhe very timo thnt he was doniecl all the r ights or a member. 

"In view of a ll I.bis wron~, your uomplninnnts ask such a 
doli,eTnncc by your venerable Body ns \l'ill muinmin the 1·ights 
of Christ ns alone King in llis Ch urch, and secure to the 
churches undel' youl• care their l'ighl to be represented. 

" They also ask you to decide if this unlawful rejection of 
members of Synod, does not so for vitiate tho whole proceed­
i11J11 or Synod ns to render I.hem null and void. 

"JOHN J . J OHNS, 
B. A . .ALDERSON, 

" Committe~." 
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.A.fLer the adoption of the foreg;oing report octbe "Committee 
t o prepare a compl1tint," a copy of said complaint with the 
following'!etter prefixed, was fol'warded as directed by se.ssion: 

&T. CHARLES, Octobe1· 22, 186-!. 
" REY. TROMio\S CoLE1 Mon:imATOR OF TJI.E SYNoD OF Missorrlll : 

"Ber·. an,l Dear Sir : The ,Session of the First P1·esbyterian 
Church of Saint Ohm·les hereby give you, in writing, tue con­
stitutional notice of its intention to make the following com_plaint 
to tbe General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chm·ch of ,i,h e 
United States of America against the Synod of .Missoul"i, and 
reque~L you to endorse on it Ll1-e unte of its rccoplion by you, 
and to si!:(n it officially, a s the 1Ioderator of Synod, ancl to have 
it placed in Llie band:i of the Clerk of tho Genertil Assembly, 
before the <:lose of the second dny of its next session in ~:fay, 
1865. 

"JOHN JA.Y JQH:NS, 
"Clerk of ,'>ession. 

By permission of Session the fo11owing record is mnde: 

" REV. TRos. COLE, )loDERATOR OF THE SYNOD ol!' Mlssounr : 
·• Dear Sir : I hereby reonH the "notice of my intention to 

complain to the next Gener:i.1 Assembly, against the Synod of 
Missouri," mailed to you a fe,v days since, a11d substitute therefor 
the below-wii tten "notiee." 

" I also hereby inform you that the Session of t he Pres­
byterian Ohm·ch of S!Ullt Charles wlll meet in St. Louis on a 
day, and nt a place of which you will be dnly notified, for the 
purpose of tnking sworn testimony in relntion to the proceedings 
of Synod, ut its recent meemng in St . Lou-is, which a-re not, but 
shouJd be, matter:of record, and of which you a1·e n oti:fied of 
my ~ntentJon to complain. 

"You a-re likewise hereby informed ~bat such sworn testi­
mony shall be epread upon the recortl9- of the Sessioll of St. 
Ch1nlos' Ohorch, and that I shall make said 1·ecords n. part of 
my complBint . 
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"Also, I request tbnc you will ce1·tify me of the Teception of 
this oot.e, nnd tho notice of m., intention to complain. 

Respectfully, 
R. P. FARRIS, 

" Oj the Prubytery of SI. Louis." 

ST. CliARLES, :\Io., October 22, 186-1. 
REv. T oos. CoL£1 }lonERATOR OF nn: Sv.soo OF Tus:.ou1u: 

"Dear Sir: Notice is horoby ginm of my intention to com­
plain to the next General .,\e,soml>ly ngninst tho Synod of 
~lissouri, for ercluding me from the enjoyment ofmy rights and 
pririlcges as a member of sa id Synod in the mnnn<>t· following, 
to-wit: • 

"l. The Synod ofMissou1·i, of the P1·esbyteria.n Cbu1·ob in tho 
United Stntcs of America, met, agreeably to nppointmont, in the 
Second Presbyterian Church of St. Louis, Mo., on Thursday 
forenoon, the 18th day of Octol,er, 1 6 i, nnd wn" opened with 
prayor by the Rev. Allen Vnllnher, tho In t Modcriuor present. 

"After tho prayer, tho )lodcrato1· sltited that, in obedience 
to a Cl)rtain military order, an As:.istnut .Pro,o.st-~lar:.hnl ,vns in 
t he houso fo1· the purpo1<e of advising tboso assembled of said 
ordor, and to enforce its direction. 

"Thoreu11on, tho Assistant Pro~Oilt-lfarshal, a lieutenant in 
the United States .Army, :mootLnccd the purpose of bis presence 
and rend the follo1\·ing: 

"HEADQUARTERS DEPARnl£1'"T O"F THE :\iJ,- ouer, 
"0FFIOE OF PRO,OST-~fa.nsn~ GJ:'- t:R~L, 

"ST. Louis, Jfo1·c:h 8, 1804. 

"Special Orders, 1 
No. 62. 

"L .... While it is the determination of the Gcucriil com· 
mantling this Department that due protect.ic,n shall be given, 
within its limits, t o all religion~ convocations which moy nt<Sem­
ble to promote the cause of religion aud morality, whether 
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oonvening as Uouven tioos, , :71ods1 :'!li nistcria, A,,:;emblios, Con­
forc,nces, Councils, 0 1· unde r a uy oLber name or ti llc, the interests 
of t ho country, at l ho presen t. time, 1·equire that 1,0 such 
assomlilage3 of por$ons, whose proceedings would be disloynl 
and lend u, foment discol'tl n.11d encoumge reLcllion, should lie 
pormiLted. I t is righ t und proper , t liol'efore, tbnt nil mem ber ~ 
of such a -~emblnges should gi,e satisfactory cndence to tho 

public of t h eir loyalty to t ho Go,ernmont of the 'C"nited Slates, 
t.haL Llicir pntriotit:im mny be known, nnd lbat they may be dis­
tinguished from t bose wl10 seek iLs over t.brow. 

"IL ..... It is, therefore, deemed ex pedien t and hereby ordered, 
as a coudition prcccdeut to r.neb privilege of ns.sombluge nod pro­
tQCLio11, t.hnt oncb and every person attending snoh Convention, 
Synod, l\[foit:ilerium, Assembly, Uonrcrcnce, Council, or by 
whn to,·er name i t. may be cnllcd, and pni·licipating in tho pro­
ceedings t hereof, shall take :md s11bscribe to un out h of ulleginnce, 
an~l file tho snlllo in t.bo office of t.hu Assistiant P rovost-llnl'sbnl 
of tho loc,\ li ty ln which Lhe m;,,embluge i::i lield . 

" III .. .... It is he reby m ndo t he duty or till s uch a ·~emblnges to 
asccrln.iu, before proceeding to 01·gunize and trn11:;uct, business, 
tho:-30 who have t aken, snbscribcu nnd tll.ed t ho roqui1·ed onth, 
and pe1·mit ou ly such to p:u·t:lcipate in Lh" ir 1>roceedings ; nod 
in case any such nssemblnga tihnll ntigluct or refuse so to do, or 
shall knowingly pernriL 111,y one who hns failed t o comply with 
t ho 1·oqJ.ti1·ement.s of this order to piut.ie:ipute i 11 its proceedings, 
i t wi ll be deemed a military offense for which i ls mem.Lers mny 
be held nmonnble, a nd :my Prornst :\Inr~bnl present s hall imme­
dintuly order I.ho assemLlugo to disperse, nnd prevent the con­
tinunnce of tho 1n ·oceeding s. 

" IV . . . . The form of tho oath or allcgiunce lo be t.n.kon, sub­
scribed uu<l tiled na nforesnid, shall be in these wordi, : 

" OATH OF ALL.E(;;-!ANO.E." 

"!,-----,, of.---- connty, 8 tnte of-----­
do hc1·ouy sole mnly s wen:r t ha t I will benr tr ue ullcginnce to the 
United States, nnd support n.nd :mstnin t he Constitution and 
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lrLws lhMcof; t hat I will manitain the National Sovereignty 
paramount to t hat of all St:iLe, county or Oonfedernle powers ; 
that. I will discoun1gc, disco1.rntena.nce und forornr oppose 
secession, rebellion a nd t,he <.Lsi.nLegrMion of t he P edi.wnl U nio·n ; 
that 1 will discllii m nnd denounce all faith antl rellowshij1 wilh 
tho so-caLiod Confederate armies; and pledge my honor, my 
properLy an<l my life, to t11e 1.mcrcd performance of this, my 
solemn oatli of alleg iance to the Govel'n.mont of Lbe 'CuiLed 
States of America. 

" ubscribed and sworn t,o before me t his---d:\y ol'---

1 864, at-- -

"Witnessos,--of---

" VI. .. ... District Provost-.lfarsbn ls will giv.:? tl1eLr immcdi:i!e 
and special nr,Lontion to the cnfo1·cem(:n t of tnis ordel' it1 their 
r espec:th-e dist1·icts, and enjoiln upon eacb )\ i,sistnnt, .Provost­
~In1·shal Lhe duty of aLtending till such assemblages 1Yhich may 
be held in his locnlit.y, advise d 1ose nssemblod of this order, and 
enforce i i..s direction; and they will al o report iminodintely to 
these head'}1uu-tern all casos of n.oglcct or i-efusul, giving a full 
doscri ption of the c ho.rncler ,of lhe nssomblago, t he n:\mes of 
those prcsont,_nnd an n.ccotmt of its proceedings. 

"By command of Uajor-General Rosecrans, 
"J.P. f,ANDERSON1 

" Provost M arshal Ge1ieral. 

"Tho Temporary C le rk then pToceeded io m11ke a roll of the 
.membet·s in aUondnnce; lmt 11lacod upon Sititl r oll Lhe n:tmo of 
no ministe1· or 1·uliug ol<lor, ll.lLtil said mini.ster or older either 
suumiLted to ilia Assistant Provost--~fai:shal a cer tificate Lhat 
h e hnd alreatl:, taken and s ubscribed nn oath of allegiaueo 
and filell the so.m~ in the office of nn A.ssi~taut FrornsL-:ibrshal, 
or diJ t hen und there take and subscribe to the oath of:1llcgianc0 
specified in tho above-written "Special Order, No. 62,'' uncl 
ndministoreJ by the As:.ist·inL P rovost-llarsbal present, lhe said 
lioutenunt in the United St ,tes al'Iny. 

j 

• 



'' Hnviog inspoctea the cer tificates which were submit ted, and 
adm:iTiistared tho oa cb to such nB pre!<entcd themselves, t he 
Assist:rnt P rovost-l\farsbnl wns leaving tbo ro~m; bttL, on my 
reg nesting him to romnin for th e pui·pose of witnessing wbnt. I 
might say nnd do, he r eseated himself. 

"lm media,tcly addl'essing the Moderator, I said: 1 Moderator, 
I r e port. my presence as n membel' of t his Synod. I am a mem­
ber of tho Pn:sl:iyte1·y of St. L ou.is, in good anq 1·egular 
stnndilli,;1 I Leliovc, a nd tbcrcfor o elig ible n.s a memocx of Lhis 

body. I claim my rights. 1 nm aware thnt, by a mmtary 
order, 1Yhich has heeu read and enforced h ere t q-day, it is made 
your dn ty "to a..scertain, before pro,:eeding to organize and transact 
busi 111·ss, tho~e wllo luwc taken, snbscribed and fil ed tho r equired 

onth, and pormiL ooly such lo p:wticipnte in yout· proceedings, 
etc." K evorthclcs s, I cl:,i1n my consliLuLlounl rights. I do .not 
wish to appeur c:ot1tumacious, Ol' to run u t il t with ihe mililnry 
unthoriLies, Lut simply to test 11, principle. 

'" I nm so1-ry to so.o that, J differ from so many of my brethren 
.here, nncl it is painful for me V) take t he posit.ion I now occupy; 
but I believe that a vital principle is involved in t his matLeT, 
aud, for that p1·iuciplo, I feel iL my duty to contend, even t hough 
I su.fte1· fo1· iL. Dretbron, my business is wiLh you; your business 
is bot,h with me and themilitm·y authorities. I claim my1·ights 

as a mornbor of this Body.' 

"Then n Ruling Eldo1·, Chas. D. Drake, Esq., in obedience to 
tho :iforc1Saitl military onlcr, parng1·aph 3, inquired whether I 

'-.bnd qualified myself, in 11.0001-dance wi.Lh. said milita,-y order, for 
participating in t be proceedings of Synod. I n 1·eply, I said, 1 It 
accords wiLh my design, already exp-ressed, not to n.nswcr l\[r. 
Drake 's question except by reassc_r ting that I nm a minister io 
good and regu.lur sttlnding, a m ember of Lhe Presbyt~ry of St . 
Louis, and, t.horefore, folly qua.li fiod as a member of the Synod of 

Missonri; and, as 811Ch, I insist on my right«..' 

,, Thereupon Mr. Drake offered a resolu tion to the effect t.hat 
the Rev. Robert P. Fanis, of the p .. esbytery of St. · L ouis, be 
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not allowed to sit ns a member of this Synod; seconded, by Rev. 
Sum'l Pettigrew, U niLed Sta tes Ohapluin., 

'' Dnring t he discussion of this resolution, Mr. Drake r emm·ked, 
' .Martial law has been proclaimed by the Ghief Execnti ,c of the 
O,overnment over t.he whole cotmt ry. IL is, therefore, trl:io law- of 
land, and everybody, e·very where, under nil circumstances, is 
amenable lo it. It is, to mo, the law of Gotl.' However, a fter 
fnrLher debate, Mr. Drake, with the consent of ~he second, wit.h­
d1·0w his motion. But i t, was soon renewed, iu suustance, by 
tho Ilev. John Leighton, Presb.'l"tery of Palmyrn ; and, pending 
di cns"ion, Synod took recess till 2½ o'dock, P . M. 

"Immcdiutcly after Synod rose for recess, and, ns I believe, 
before any member bad loft Lhe room, I declared, ' loud enough. 
for nil to hear, (1) Thal I had already three tim e~ taken t ho oat.h 
or nlleginnce. ( 2) That my affiriavi t of this fact was already on 
fi le in Llie offieo of the Pl'ornst-Marilbal General in SL. Louis. 
(8) Ilaring had occasion to appeul to President LinooLn for 
1·edre11s of grievn.nce, suffered uL Lh1;1 hands of the military 

nuLhorii.ies, he endorsed my loyalty by specially ordering mt 
immediate and uucondit.ioual r ele:ise. 

"This declarntion was made, us I then eubstaotfolly stated, 
that the brethren mighL be saW.sfled of my lo;pdly1 and of my 
willingness to subscribe to an oatl1 of al legianco 11.ntler olhor cir· 
cumstances; nod, being so satisfied, t hey might credit the ungonor­
ousncss of the position 1 had assumed, and dh-oct their mind.s 
without bias to the g1·eat vrinciple al stoke. 

"After recess, Synod met; nod forlh\vi:th :Mr. Drake mo,·ed 
that lho Synod proceed to the election of l\Iodorntor, a nd nom­

inated Rev. Thos. Colo. On the instant, I .reminded ibe Synod 
thnt, the before-mentioned military order, paragraph 8, com­
manded them to decide upon the qualifica tion of applicants 

before proceeding to organize and tran.~act business, and, t!tm:ofore, 

1 in!liste.i thnt, just. at this point, before the election of .Modera­
tor. they should res1,ond to my application. 

11 Mr. Drake then expTessed the det~rmination t o ignore me 
and my applicat.ion,_and all that bad been said in regard to it, 

• 
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ruid, in justif1cation of this d et..erminntion, de.c!tued tbnt John. 
Smith had no rig ht lo come i n from the sLrceL and claim to be 

a. meml>er of t,he Rynod, and Synou could not listen to his asser ­
tion ofsucb a r ighL; a nd furt her, t.hal he, ~tr. D1·ake, wi -hed to 
prevent liho General Assembly from being b11l'nssed an d mixed 
up with the troubles of the- Church in t,his Sto.te. 

"Tha ::;ynoct tacitly concurted in ;m-. Drake's remarks hy 
immcdfatelr, on his mofion, electing a l\Iode1·Rto1:. , 

".Agnin, wit.hont delay, M.r. D rnkc woved t.h:ii Synod J)roceed 
to elecl n Rwlrd Olerk. '",-hereupon I a ~tem1)ted Lo make n 
r amn rk n,gainst snid motion, by way or r cmoni;;trauce, bnt. before 
I could uLtol' Lhroo words, Ilov. ~cCook, a mcn1l,er of Synod, 
voeifEmitotl Lhn,t I sboutu not be allowed to speak, and added 
that he did TIOt wish lo be sent to ~he Gratiot Stl'oet l\ lili tal'y 
Prison . The ).fodtm1tor nlso announced that ho w ould conuuct 
the 1;)11,;ine.~,: or 'ynod in a.ccm·duuco \Vith the nforesaiJ nt.ilitary 

ordo1·. 
"I m:ido re)Jeatecl a ttempts lo peak- on~e for the p111·pose of 

dem.andlug t b ut t be Synod's refusal to admit and hear me bo put 
on the reco1•d-:-bnt cnch effort w:is frmitrated by t.bc ?ifodora­
t or's mri~t pnsiti.Ye 1·efosal to bear me, accompanied by gesllll'es 
of emphatio dcniul; whereupon I left the .house. 

"0fnll this I complain, on lh e ground thatit is coutrary to 
t.hc CUlll'titutiou of lho chm·oh. 

" II. I shall nlso compln.in that the r ecords or s:iid meeting of 

Synod aro: 
( a) JJefectii:e-in lhnt no minute wns made 0£ the proceedings 

nbo,·e narrated. 

(I.>) .,_\-,if i'l)n_]f!l'tna!J/e ti) fact.-;in that, ofter I was excluded on 
Thut·sdny, the Clerk, did on the succeeding day, nnd wi1h lhc 
knowlcdgo an ,l consent of ISynod, place my nnme 011 the roll 
among rhc 1iames of those who pn.rticipnted in the transactions 
of T h u rsdny, I hll8 mnklng it n ppear that Synod admitted me as 
o. memhe-r on said Thursday, which i11 not true. 

"or n.11 thii, I shall COIDJl i lLin Ol\ the ground 
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" (a) Tha t it is contrary to the Constitution ot' tho Church. 
S ee Form of 6 ot·ermnent, chap. xi, par. t:i. 

" (b) foj urious lo the in toro ts of roligion, nnd onlculnted to 
degmtle cb1'islin11 rind rni11istol'inl character." 

St. Lo01s, Mo., Februnry 16, 1 65. 
Pursunnt to r esolution, of wbiob due notice bnd boon given ta 

tho dlodet·nLor of the Synod of Mis ouri, session mol in lho 
• SixtoonLh Rt'rcot P1·osbytorian Uhurch, Bl. Louis, Feb. 16, 1865, 
nt ton o'clock, A. 'l\l.1 nnd wns opened wHb pruyer. 

Present: R. P. Fnrri", Mode1·ntor1 and Ruling Ehlers S. S. 
Watson and 13. A . ..Alderson. Absent: Ruling Eldor J. J. 
Johns. 

Tho following persons hnd been notified of this meeting and 
summoned to appear ns witneasos, viz: Rev. T hos. Co:o, Col. E . 
A. Moro, )lr. J. J. GILi, :\lr. W. W . Greene,Rov. S. A. Mutch­
m01·e, Rev .,Il. C. ~lcCook, nnd Rev. Dr. S. J.P. Andorson. Of 
these thero were pTesont, Mes~rs Cole, McCook, Gill nnd 
Andorson. 

lfr. John J. Gill w·ns called and S\vorn, nnd testified as follows: 
Q. Where do you li\"'e ? 
A. St. Louis, 
Q. Are you an officer of the Church? 
.A. I nm n. Ruling Elder in tho Contrnl Presbyterinn Cbnroh. 
Q. W orc you present nt tho meeting of tho Synod of Mis-

souri, October 12, ia, 14, A. D., 1864? 
.A. I was there on the 13th of October, in tho Second Pres• 

bytorinn Chureh. 
Q. Was it 11 tu.JI mooting? 
.A. It seemed to me to be Velj email. 
Q. WILs there more than a quorum? 
.A. A.a I understood, there was a bare quol'QID ; Synod wae 

clelayed twice by the absence or one mem~ 
Q. Were you there aa a apeotator or aa a member 7 
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.A. ~\s n momber. 
Q. Did you com p()- with Genernl Rosecrnnz' Ordor, .i: o. 62 r 
A. I believe I tlid. 
Q. Did you exhibit the required ccrtificnte, or tnke the pre• 

scribed onth? 
A. I exhibited thls cer tificate to the Moderator. (See pnpor 

mar ked A,. inser ted nt the close of the Lestimony.) 
Q . .\fte r tho opening pru,ycr, wbnt announcement wns made 

by t he 1,J oderntor r 
A . I wns not pros1mt. 
Q. When Synod rose for 1·eces~_. and before tho members sepnr- ~ 

a ted, what did Mr. Fa rris say? 
A. I do not remember. 
Q. When Synod mot, aft.er recess, what took pince? 
A. ?!Tr. Farris insisted to know whether he would be recog­

nized Mn member. 
Q. ·what r eply wnii made 7 
A. )ir Chas. Drake ~1id that tho proper mode of treating 

tho!lo gentlemen (or Mr. Fnnis) -was ns if some one, p1·obably 
John •. mith, mis to como in from tho street nnd clnim to be a 
member of Synod ; in that cnsc the ~lodorutor would not recog­
nize him, and, of course, there would be no record. i\Ir. Drake 
further slnled that t ho design wn to embroil t he Synod with the 
A.sscmbly, and be did not i ntent! this should be done. 

Q. Did :\fr. Farris then a ttomrt to svenk, and with what 
result? 

A. I r ecollect that :Ur. FtuTis w·ns :Jlcnced; he made sevet'nl 
a ttempts du1·ing the day to address tho .Moderator, and '"aa 
eilcnccd. 

A. Wns uny record rondo of these proceedings 1 
A . I was not Jffl'Sent on tho following day. 
Q. Do you know Mr. S. S. Watson f 
.A 1 cs, sir; he is nn Elder in the St. Charles Church. 
Q W ns there an A11sistant Provost-Marshal in attendance at 

the opening of Synod r 
A. I was not proaent at the opening of Synod, but I saw him 

thero when I came in. 
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Q. Was he tbei-e offi.oinlly? 
.A. I understood so; I s:iw him act officinl!y. 

Q. \\~ol'e any persons enrnlled :ts morobers of Synod and 
allowed to sit as s uch, sa\·o those who either exhil>ited t he 
rcq u ireLl ccrtifico,te or took tho prescriboJ ont b ? 

.A. 1 can. not answer that q11esr,ion, as [ was not t he1·e nt the 
opening. 

Q. Did Synod allow Mr, Watson to sit and :i.ct ns a member? 
A .. No, sil'. 

Q. '"'hr not f 
11.. BecuJlSe he dec1ined Lo gi,e information a s lo his compli­

an ce wiLh General Rosecrans' Order, No. 62. 
Q. ])id b e nttcmpt to JJnrlici11ale in tho p t•oceedings of Synod1 

and wit h what s uccess ? 
.d. Ile did ; he was stopped. 

Q. ,,ho slopped blm? 
A. 'The Moderator. But somo one oxpressed Lhe opinion that. 

the Pro\·ost.-~farsh.al Juul passed M"r. \.Yutson, saying, "I pui,s that 
man over there," pointing in Lbe direc:Lion of 31r. Wa~on. 'l'he 
qLiesUon was t hen asked of t.110 11r cvious l\lodcralor, if he knew 
anylhin.~ about i t. H o said t hat ho had hea rd s0mothinl:\ of the 
so1·L Ito was asked if that had been tLdtlressod to him as }lod­
era tor, so that the SplOd oonlu ha\·e official informatiou of it. 
Ro 1·ep lied thaL he coulLl uol sa.,. Then lbo Acting lfodcrnLor, 
in ,iPw of what bad boon sni<l. and upon the s11vposition t hat 
M.r. ,Yat,,on had complied with tho Orde r, "62," dccitlod lo 
rocol£nizo liim . .An appeal was takon fron., this decision; tile nyes 
and noes wel"e asked for, lmt not taken. Before Lhc voto was 
tnki:>n on the appeal, t ho )lodemt01· a pplied to i\fr. Watson to 
know how he (Mr. Watson) himself regn1·c.lec.l t he matter. Mr. 
WRtson's answer not hoing s:11i.sfuctory, the Jlodernlor r eversed 
his dol'iqion, and refused to rocog niY.e .llr. Watson. 

Q. Was nn appeal tnken fl'om, or nny objection made to, this 
last tkci ion r 

A. No appeal wns tnkon; no objection was made that.I heard. 
B 
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Q. Was Synod r·equcsle<l to inako n recoi-d of the oLjc<;tion of 
Mr . \Yat,.,on ? 

A. I cuu not sny. 
The furl!going wilS r ead to the witness, nnd was appro'l"od and 

signed hy him. 
JOlIN J. GILL. 

Rev. IIonry 0. McCook being qualified, testified a s follows : 

Q. \\ hl're d o y ou reside, and what is your occu11ation 7 
..d.. l 1·c,-ide iu SL. Louie;, nnd am a minister of the gos1,eL 
Q. \Vo1·0 you present at tue Syuod of ..liis::iout'i bsL Octobe1· 

12Lh, 13th and 14th Y 
.A. l wa<i, 

Q. Wai< iL n full meeting? 
.A. l havo never attended IJcl'ore, but, presume ii was a small 

meeu11~, ina~mn<:h ns once or twico tho proceedings were 
delo.yud by the absence of ono or two members. 

Q. Did you participute as :n member ? 
A. ld1d. 
Q. l lill you comply with t..bo .Rosecrans Order, :No. 62? 
A. I did. 
Q. Vi,1 you exhibit the ce1·tificate or take tho oath? 
A. I had taken the oath ic the Provost-Marshal's office a day 

or two bd bro, and I stutc<l iu Synod thnt I had complied with 

the milittll-Y requirements, and had then the oath in my pocket. 
Q. \Ya:< nn Assistant Pro'l"Ost-lforsbnl in attendance at the 

opc1:u11g or Synod? 
.d. l C::I, 

Q. \\' ns he a mc:nlx:r of Synod? 

A. No.,, 
Q. Wu,; be a c:ti:r..cn or a -,o'dicr? 

A. :-.oldicr . 
Q. W'ns he in un iform?r 
A.. Y co, ..,ir ; without nrm !I, 
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Q. Was ho hel"e of his own motion, or in obedience lo mili• 
tnry order? 

.A. E,·ident ly ID obedience t.o mililary 01·der; he s:iid as much . 
Q. j_ftcr tho oponing vrnyor, what anuoun cement wn,;; mndo 

by the .lloderntor ? 
A. 'r'hat. a Provost-.Mnrs.hnl wns present and bad ccrt.a:in 

instructions ; and then the Moderator bowed to tho Pro,·ost­
Mnrshn I as a signal for him to 1;rocced. 

Q. Wbnt followed ? 
A. The Provost-Marshal rend Ot·clcr, No. 62, and his Wl'iLLcn 

instructions. 
Q. In what wny did ho execute his or der? 
A.. IIo tated that all who had a certifieitte of havin~ tnkon the 

oath shonlJ. exhibit it, and to those who bat! not he would 
ad mini lei· t ho oath. 

Q. ,voro any persons enrolled ns members of Synod, n.nd 
allowed to sit as such, SA\"e those who exhibited tho requi1·ed 
cortifica.te or took tho pre!>et·ibcd onth ? 

.A.. Yes Qu:irtormoster-Gcneml llfore did neither; buL was 
:illowod to sit bee;:1use h o was an m·my officer. I do no1, think 
that any one was a llowed to s it without the assent of tho Pro­
vost-)larshul given in some wny. 

Q. \\' beu I.ho Provost-Marsbnl was leaving lbo room was be 
requested lo r emain, and by whom? 

..4.. I believe Mr. Fnrris reque Led him to remain, as b e, )fr. 
Farris, wished to foy a mnttm· before Synod. 

Q. Wns 1[ r. Farris a member of tbo P resbytery of St. L onis? 
.A. I do not know. 
Q. What did Mr. Farris thon say? 
A. Addres~ing tho Moderator, ho said that he bad no desire 

to be CllJllious, or to show any di,;regard to tho military ant hori­
ty; but a g1·ent principle was in,·olvod in tho mat.tor , wbioh h e 
believed was worth suffering for, and which ho desired to test; 
and then laid claim to his seat ns a member of Synod. 

Q. What .reply was made, and by whom 7 
..4. I think Mr. Drake asked, through the Moderator, whether 
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the u1·other hnd complied with t he requirements of the military 

auLhor ity. 
Q. What ,vas Mr. Farris' answer ? 
A . :'.\Ir. F arris declined to answer, except that h e wns a mem­

ber of the Pl·osbytory of St. Louis, and claimed, the1·cfore, his 
seat and rights as a member of Sy nod. 

Q. Wbat resoluLion was Lheu offered, and by whom ? 
A. My impression is thnt Mr. D rak e offered a 1·esolution that 

Mr. F ards bo not atlmitted. 
Q. By whom was t hi s moLiou seconded 7 
A . I do not, 1·ecollcct . 
Q. During tho discussion ot' this resolution, wha t did }Ir. 

Drake say in regard to mm·tial law ? 
1L H e said t hat. t.he coLUJttJ was under martini law, bul I cnn 

not r emember ruiyLhing else. 
Q. Did Mr. Drake withch-aw his 1·esolution? 
A. I do not remember. 
Q. Was it renewed, and by whom 7 
.A. I do not r emember Lbat. 
Q. When Synod rose for recess, and before any member Jind 

left Lhe room, did Mr. Farris say anything-w}iat wns iL-in 

what t one, and, as alleged by himself, for what purpose ? 
A. Mr. Farris stated thnL be bnd several times taken the oath 

of allegiance; and ho declarotl that he made this s tat ement in 
o_rdcr Lhat Synotl might understn11d his motion. 

Q. \\' hut did }lr. Drake say about ignoring the whole matter? 
.A. He said tha.t these per sons had no more Tight in Synod 

than John Smith, or any outside pet·son from the street, t1ad he 
did not intend to ham tho Synod embroiled with the ..l.ssembly, 
which he thought was the design. 

Q. Did Synod coucm· in Mr. Dmke's remark 7 
A . l remember that there was no r ecognition of llr. Farris' 

:rlght, and the ::natter was passed o'\""er quietly. 
Q. \Vas any record made of the facts in regnrd to which yoa 

are now testifying r 
.A. I never heard of any. The question oi making such a 

t 
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record was ciiscm,scd, and it wns d ecided t hat none shonltl be 

mnde. 
Q. ·was :\ir. Farris' name nfLc1·wartls placed upon tho roll? 
.A. It was. 
Q. TI"hcn was it plnced upon t he roll ! 
.A. Aflcn· Mr. Fart-is had lefl, ou tho second day of tho session. 
Q. Where wna bis unme enrolled 7 

A. J ust as that of any othe:r member. The nndcrst:rnili.ng 
wu.s that ~lt·. 1-'nrris wns 1\ .ncmber or Synod; hut on neeou11t of 
oversliudowing rrulitm-y authoi·ity he could not bo nllowcd to 
take his sont. 

Q. Did ~Jr. S . S. Watson atte m pt to pnrticipate in tho l'ro-
ceodings ofSynod, :rn<l with w b nt succ ? 

.,L R o was called Lo 01·der by my .. olf; tho ~fodorato1· decided 

he was not, ou t of order; i.e., .::\fr. W atson hnd a r ighL tot-i t, but 
not to pnnicipntc. 

Q. Why wns Mr. Watson not allowed to pnrticipalc in the 

proceedings of Synod? 
.A. B ecause tho rrulilnry nulborit.ie forbnde him so to do, nod 

fod;inJc tho , ynod lo allow him to net. 
The foregoing was r end Lo tho wilness and was apprond by 

(Signed) HENRY C. McCOOK. 

Rev. R . 0 . McCol)k was recalled and lestitled a s follows: 

ReT. Dr. 'f. L. Janeway and Re,. Dr. n. W. Landi~ being 
present,, wel'e i.oviLed to sit ns corresponding mombo1·s, t beil· 
advice boing desi red on t his qucslion. Somo ono objeclod on 

t.be grou.nd that, in nccord:rncc with the military 01-dc r, they 
were noL qualified to pnrtici pate in the proceedings of Ryood.. 
Dr. Landis dicl take n senL, bu L <lccl.ined to speak. 

The abo,·e was r end to t.he witness, and was appro,•ed by- bim. 

(Si.:,"lled) HENRY C. :llcCOOK . 

.r.ev. Thos. Cole was swo1-n, :ind testified ns follows: 
Q. Where is your residence ? 
.A. St. Louis. 
Q. What is yow· occup:u:on? 

• 



A. 1Iinistcr, witboal cb:irge ? 
Q. Dit.! you nttond the meeting of tho Synod of )ti soul"i Inst 

Octobe1·? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Was it n full mooting? 
..J . It w:is a bnro quornm. 
Q. Wore you n m ember ? 
.il. I was a mcmbe1·. 
Q. mu you com.p ly \Oth R 0 5 0C1'0.DS' Order R2 ? 
.A. Yes . 
Q. Did you exhibit lho required ccrlificnlo, 01· tnko the pre-

scriuod o:ub ? 
A .. I exhibited t.he ocrti-fic:ite. 
Q. '\\'"bore, when, :111<l lo whom did yon exhibit the cc1·tificnle? 
.A. In Synod, Octoboi· 13, 1" 6-!, Lo the :Uodo1·ato1·? 

Q . . Hier tho 01, cning 111·ayer1 what nnnouucemont wnF mnde 

by th~ l\Ioclm·ator? 
;J. That th.!r O was then nu o pj101'Lllnity t-0 furnish tho e~i­

<lancc r equired by milita,·y authority, of qualifi<:Mio11 to sit n,,. 

memheri! o f i-:ynod. 
Q. What followed r 
.A. I showed my col'lific:ite. 
Q. Wa,; Lhero n11 Ai-si:;tnnt PrO,Oi-L :\forshnl in nrt,rnrlttncc nt 

tht.! opening of , yno<l ? 
A. Yes; Lieutenant Brownell. 
Q. Was ho there officially? 
.ti. Y-01,; and road the Sp1:cinl Order by which ho wu-1 a<:Ling 

Q. Wbnl wM the nu mber of the Order ho wns comm1u1tlutl to 
enforce? 

A. No. 62. 
(J. W:ui ~Ii·. 1~ar1•is present, nnd <lid ho report him,;e!f ns a 

memhllr of Synod? 
.tl. l think so. 
Q. Wn:-1 bis name put upon thu roll as a member! 
A.No. 
Q. "°'hy? 
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.A. Ile wns not qnnlified, ncco:rding to Order 62, to t:iko pn1·t 

in tho <li~cussi ons of tho meeting . 
(J. On his attempting to tako part, was be :i.Uowod ? 
.A. :Xo. 
Q. In whnt matiner was ho pr eve11 Led ? 
A . By cnlls o f ordor, emanating f rom the mombcr11 nnd I he 

:\Io<lomto1·; an<l J, as ?!fodoruto 1·1 annonne:od to .Ur. I•'tt t l'is l11nl 
we ·wore nllowed by General Rosecrans to moot, :incl w.:rc in 
honor bou.od to ea1·1-y out wha.t we had sworn to, untl that T 
would conduct tbc proceedings in nccoi:dance tri th Gouorul Rose­
crans' O1'Cler. 

Q. Wero you t he )fodernt or of Synod ? 
A. T es. 
Q. Do you know 1fr. S.S. Watson, nud wbnt is ho? 
A. Yes. H e is an E lder in t ho $t. Charles Church. 
Q. ,vo.s he at Syuod ln~t October? 
A. Ile wns present, nt Syno<l. 
Q. Did he show a oertificnto or L:iko tt10 onlh 1 
.A. N either. 
Q. Did ynod allow him to si t antl uct :is n member? 
.A. I lhink not, sir. 
Q. Why uot? 
A. For witnt of tho evidence of his qualiticntion, in ne:conlunce 

with General Rosecrans' Order; a ml, while Mr. Wtn-,011 did, 
on inntntion, gi\·e cortuin infm·mulion, i11 his po ::ics"ion ns n. 
director of \Veslminster College, in regnrd to thnt Ii. titution, 
ho was nol allowed, as a moml>cr of Rrnod, to lake r:irr ii, tbo 
discussion. 

Q. Did )tr. Watson attem11t to participate in tho )'l'OCeed­

ings of &'yuod, and with whnt success? 
...4. I Lhink ho did once or twice attempt to pnr ticipllte, but wns 

reminded that he was not qualified acconling to Onlc1· 02. 
Q. Was Synod requested to make a record of tho rcje(•1ioo of 

Yr. Watson? 
.A . I do not know. 
Q. \Yhen )lr. Wat.son nsked whetlie.r he was to cousidl! r him-
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self a member of Synod, who r eplied, and wbaL was tho answer? 
A . I decided, ns Moderator, tlw,t ~Iessrs. Watson and Farris 

were members o,f Synod, but, under the milita1-y 01·der 62, , we 
could noL allow them to participate. 

Q. Was Lhore nuy appeal from this decision ? 
A. I tbio.k not. 
Q. Did you reverse this decision ? 
.A. I did not reverse this decision. 
Q. (By :llr. \Varson.) Did I not state to Synod that :in rofus­

h1g to fake General Rosecrans' oath, iL was from no wuut of re­
s1,1oct for the civil 01· militm-y aut.horities, but bccnuse I coultl not 
tn.ke mi oath, pi-cscribed by either of them, to 9.uaWj· me to sit 
in a Court of J e;;us Christ? 

A. You did. 
Q. (By the same.) ))id I not state t hat I had already tn.keu the 

oath several timea as a citizon? 
A. You did. 

The foregoing was read to the witness and a11proved l.,y him. 
(Signed) T.RO:\f.AS COLE. 
Rav. S. J.P. A.nderson1 D. D., was called and sworn, and tes-

tified as folio ws : 
I am pastor of tile Central I'resbyterian Church, St. Louis, 

,tnd a member of :he Presbytery of St. Louis. 
Having boen for more than tou yours Statod Clerk, aud hu.villg 

charge of the Reco1·ds of Synod, I was anx:iou.s to be i,ruseot a ~ 
lts session$, col)'.l.mencing Oct. 13, 186-l. 

On the morning of that dny, 1 callcJon t he Assistant Pro,ost­
Marshal General; informed him that I was prepared lo exhibit 
to him evidence of having luke11 the oath required by Lhe Con­
,enl,ion, but. t.ha t. I ,vas not willing to prei.ent that ev:idcuco us a 
qunlifiontion for m embet·ship in a Cour t of J osus Christ; Lhnt 
wh ile I acknowledged my duty as a citizen, I did not wish Lo 
compl'omise tbe rights of Christ as Lhe King and Ilead of the 
Cliurc.b. I therefore asked that ho would ex.nm ine my evi­
dence of having taken the oat h. Ile replied that he -would. not 
examine it, but thAt there would be an officer detailed to attend 
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Lo t hat, matter in Synod. I then asked if i t would be sutlicieo t. 
for me to exhibit rnr certifica tes to that oilicer in privnLe. H o 
replied that it must be <.lone tn OJJeu Synod. I exvluinec.l t o him 
the ground oJmy (lifficul ty. Jie said be under.stood it perfccUy, 
but did not sympathi.zu with it,. 

I t.Jrnu a ttended Synod, nnd announced Lo t,)ln.t Body th~~t I did 
not i nLetitl to Lnkc 111y sent in it, uut wns ther e ,ready to answer 
a ny (llH!stions or to g i,e nny i11Jormatio11 as a, permanent officer 
o f tlrn~ Body. Having long been in tl1e habit of r ecor 1..Uug tho 
procec1li ngs of the Body, I lenrned to ~ny cs1,ecial aLl1;wliuu Lo 

I.hem. I keiit n oles a t the Li.rue of tho procoodiugs of the l,ody ; 
I nm, t herefore, iible sv stnto ve1·y defin itely wlrnc was do11 e. 

111 tbl\ organization, .Ilcv. Allen Gallaher wns Mouu1·ntCJr, unJ 
Ro,.JCJl.111 1.~igh.Lon Lempo1·:ny Clerk. Tl,ero wore prcsea ~.from. 
the J?n,,,bytory of SL. Louh,. Rel". Jfo. :;rs. CoJ(l, Paige, .P0Ltig1·ow, 
Vauclcl'Jippo, McCook :mcl :U~i.xwclt, autl Ehl ers Groene, Drake, 
.More uml Gill. 

Frc,m lbe Presb) te1-y of P::umym, Rev. Messrs. Leighton, 
Steed and lhtlhllier. Rev . .lir. Poag-c, of the snme P re:,,bytery, 
nrrivctl in tho afternoon of U10 lasL duy of tho mce~. E lder 
Mc A.fcc, of Lho same Presbyto1·y, c,llllO n.L U1e suu1c t iin~ with 
~Ir. P oage. 

Fl'Dm lho Presbyte1·y of Wyn.con(i:1, EJder Wnylnnd, M_. D . 
Frolll the Presbytery ot' P oLOsi, Ho1-. lli. Spencer. 
Fr() lll 1 be Presl,yt e1T of llisso1,1ri1 lle1·. 11.r. lfotclun ore . 

Ehler Kerr, of tho ~111no Proshytery, qualified hi.mseu; but did 
not nt'terwnrd npJicnr in tiy11od._ 

Aftc1· prnyerJ the 0Jlic01 s of Synoll bei11g in their scats, a. 
D e1,uty Provost-lli1•i!hal, a.I, the Clerk's -table, Tend the military 
O.rdors i-egulaling relif:.'1.0US bodies. 

On thu call of Lhc )Jodcrator, members of Synod then exhib­

ited tLch- ccrtifictttcs of h1:n•ing Luken t be pre11crilied oath, ~xcept 
t1vo or I hreo, who a.dvauce.J Lo tho Olork's table, aL LIie cull oftbe 
Modern~vr, untl took the ontli 1,rescribod. 

As t,hc Deputy Provost-Murshnl was leaving tho room, Rev. 

Mr. furris ro11uestod him to remain, and ~used nearly these 
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wo1·Js, to ,vit : "M:odcr ntor, I havo no disposi.tion to lie contu­
mncious nor r:ti ' e nny unnoce..q,.nry difficult,, but tberc i,i a JH'in­
ciplc involved lhnt is imporll\nt, and, if need be, is worth suffer­
ing for. I am n minister io good standing in the: Pre~bytery of 
St. Lo1Lis ; I cl.1im lt seaL io this 13ouy." 

The W oderntor said : Ha,·c you qualified by taking the oath 
reqnircd uy tbc military? Mr. Fanis replied: "l <locilino to 
ans wol' U1nt question.'' 

1lr. S.S. Walson, nn m<ler from St. Cbarlos, announced that 
ho took t ho s:tme ground. 

The Pro,ost-1forsbnl then tur ned to lli. Fnrris and snid, " l 
p:irolo you to :1ppe1Lr when C!dlod for," and soon 11flor loft t he 
room. 

Mr. (.;. D. Dr nke moved lb:tt Re,. R. P . F arris Lo 1lonicd n. 
sea~. Rev. .Mr. :\Lutchmore oppo ed Mr. Drake's motion, 
contcn<liu~ that '.\Ir. F!\r1·is had a rii;l'lt to a ilent.. )lr. Dl'ake 

w·geu ti.mt th ere was no nlter1111t.i,·c-obeying tho milit111·y ta,v 
( mnniat law being in existence) was obeying God. 

Re,·. :\[r . Oole mnintninetl thnt Farris was n pornrnnen t 
mcmucr tmd wa:1 en titled to n sent, but could and should be 
deniod b.,- I.he 8,rnod any partioipntion in t bo procociling~ of the 
Body. Tc, thiei sentiment Rev. John L oigllton assented. lli. 
Drakl• thou wit hclrew his motion. 

R ev. J ohn l ,uigln on then mQvctl thnt bo is not oligibh• to the 
pridlcgp~ of membership. 'l'he ~loclerutor then ilissoln•d the 
Synocl liy leaving the chni r, tbore Luing no qnorttm left. Rcco&1 
until half-1•:\,;t two o' c.:lotk, P. M. 

Colo was clcctod ~loderntor, 11:lxwcll temporary Clerk. Rov. 
J ame-. A. 1'1tii;c was appointed sll\totl Clerk, on Drake'>' motion. 
Rev. :\Ir. Fal'l'is then arose to make somo remarks iu 1·olo l'cuce 
to his ow11 ch-.o, and wa,s called to order by tho Rev. )[r. )lc­
Oook, who said, "that man must not, or shn.ll not, speak in this 
place ; I huvo 110 wish to go t.o Gratiot Street l'riliou.'' Rev. 
)[r. Fa:-ri ... then stated he ,vo1lld hn,·o to leave, as i~ wa,1 nearly 
time for tho cars to start, and loft the room. 

Mr. :,. S. Watson then asked if lli. Farris' rejection w.:18 to 
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tµte the Churc}i,, therefore he must bo ~onced nnd severed from 
hie people, and irresponsible, despotic military power wns in-,.... t 
v:oked to do this foul deoct. 

I 

Another case : An aged Metl)odist .minister in our town-a 
I 

godly man, pre-eminently a prudent man-so prudent that he 
positively r-,fusod to converse on the exciting topics of the day, 

\,. l If I 

•nd would not look at a nows pa per, in order that he might pload 
ignorance when those topics were introduced-was arraigned 
before one Brigadier-General Merrill. D.~r.ing' the, interview, 
Merrill said to him, ' ' The fact that 1,011, are a .minister of tho M. 
E. Church South, is of itself c.no~gh to condemn you t' and he 
sentenced him to be im1lrisoned during tho war. , 

1 
Another instance: The Presicijng Elder of the district in 

which we live, a man labol'ious in his work and universally 
respect.ed, was very careful t.o give no offence, nnd took the onth 
three times. Merrill had him arrested, refused to make any 
charge against him, declined to look at the certiticatcs of his 
having taken the oath, would not receive any testimony inJris 
favor, but Lold him to lea\'"e the State in six hours, and thank 
his God tht ho was n~t hung. This broth.er is is at home agafu, 
having ueon unconditionnlly discharged, and has since learned 
that there were no charges against him, but, like three other 
preachers who were sent oft' with.him, he wat! supposed to be a 
man of influence. 

Agnin: A colonel in our mili tnry department actually com• 
piled a prayer, and sought to compel minuters to use it, as the 
conilitiou on which he would alloio lhcm to preach. Wo migbt 
multiµly such instances almo:1t indefinitely,' but Jct these suffice. 

Brethren, in view of such facts, we ask ngain, '' Do you believe 
us now?" Is the Ohurch in no danger? Is Christ secure on 
H is throne r Or will you persist in hooting at us and rejoicing 
in our troubles, im}'ugniug our motives, questioning our loyalty, 
denouncing our conduct, and mocking Olll' "unfortunate scruples." 
If so, aU we have to any is, '' God is our iudge." 

OIVrL UITU.l'DEKOB. 

But a still darker shade is stealing across the gloomy picture 
E , 
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at wbich we ha~e ~een looking. We have' sb~~n you, by faote, 
that the inilepeiiaence of the Ohu~ch has be"etj'r ~thfessly nssitlbd 
by the military. If; however, interfer~J'ci81 from that qtrd2tfer 
subjected us meroly'to i~conv9)llence-if~b- did nnf sot tl4nost 

'
1danger~>Us precede~'.ahd irlv6.U've vital pri'n'ciplo, we w ould gnb­
mit wlthoiit a mrJillur, innsmbch as militi'l:ry role i~ ~ mp0Ta11y. 
B'ut the fo~Bamenlal law11for the go'vernment: of" 1). gr <!ttt sU\e 

t -: n,, d' tr ' • ,,1 _. ,) II '<L d "' il' - ,,in.i is.a i:ir . i:u~rent _TJllllg u~m =e '' or er_s" or a m 11;/:i.ry raan 
• h . ' l t ', .. ( l -J.t{I:. . ....... d • '-'d CL L d . LA • w o is on y emforar1 J rn: COLLllilan . ..o...u tv:nni., o you say ~o 

the follo,ving : (Secs'. :ttl,a~cl. 1XI.V, Art. I, N efr donstitrrtiHn.) 
1 UN o'r; after 'the ex.piratipn b'-f sixty-day~ n.f'ter this Constitution 

.tak~s effect, shall any pers·ori blt~omp~e'rlt as a rbishop, priest, 
,tdeaccfo, 'minister, elder, "or. otJier clergyman 'of any T~li~ous 
persunsi~n!' 13ect or 'denomihnt.ion, to te'acli, or pr~aoh, or solem­
nize martiages; unless such ':per.son shall pave first talcen, sub-
scribed and filed said• oath~'' ' 

i1W hoe~er shall, after t'he time above limite·d, exel'cise- any of 
the functions apove specified, without having taken, subsc1·i1Jed, 
and filed said oath ,of loyalty, shall, on conviction thereof, be 
punished oy fine, not less 'th:nn live hundred dollars, or by 'im­
prisonment in the county jail not less than six mont.hs, or by 
both such fine and impriso~ ment." 

This is o. part of th.o N cw Constitution of Missou.ri, and in the 
framing of which Prcsbytorinn elders (:we blush to so.y H) h.nd 
a v~y conspicuou.s part. A recent mass meeting of the partisans 
of the very men who eoact~d this Constitution-some of them 
members ol' the convention-a meeting oomposct.l of Germans 
and Americans, of' Infidels and Catholics, and Protestania, thU& 

denounced it: 
Hesolved,4. THAT TS'B l-1.-w CONSTITUTION QUALU'lBS TBll uome 

OF OONSOIJUIOE1 WBIOB l!fO llUMAlf AUTHORITY CAN QUALil'Y1 AKD 

:SSTABLhlBES TS'B INT.ERFBRENOJII OF CIVm JVJUSDIC'rJON WITH !l'U 

J'BEEDOM OF ULIOION. 

9. l'uAr lT PBKTSNDS TO &EVTVJl TlD TIMJ:B o:r Tm: STAR OILUI­

BEJL \ ,'11 ,1 LSQUISl'l'ION, 01.AIMIKO CJUD(llfAtilTY .roe. THE INTDIT ?i01' 

}IA.\ I :o :SY A?fY OVQT A.OT. 
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10. '.DRAT1n i ts BLASl'BEM:011S U.111D~THE J>:lt'ET>Et'C!l' OF ta:ELIGrON; 

,'I!YRAN.NICilil fUi~IUR l!J)J!E OLO~ I 01' I LDIP.RTY j A,N;D' , D.EAeTrONARY 

UXIlKR. TH:lliPHA. or rl'ROGUSS. 

·,Brethren, what. say.uy owto,it 7'' LW10 }risb ,•J od_ri11.d.,vice. You 
.• and ,your p~ople 11,r_o scarcely teS'S cond(il'ne(il i:n· t.hls ma.-tter ,than 
-w.e)a-nd-ow ehurc},lesJ (A begilining ,bas ;been mnlle~ and what 
assurance have you that yon will not be tli(n1ox:t tol 1:lo directly 
_assa.iled1 by thls-0uti·age? ., Tatf , 'llsn then, aa , the ~faster!s name, 
,whnt,)lin-aters t>Mlh'~1Gospel ~ Missouri mustl"do? Shan we 
toke tho onth•imo'J'd~?' ·to ~prosecute trbe work 7• Or •shnlL -we 
lenvo tho State,? Ir Or sha,U -we ~ntu.re "to obey Ohrist's com­

·.mand to p1•eachd he g08ff~I, ·and pa..y not le.ss. tba'D $600 fine and 
g-0 to t.be c0\mt'.Y. jail iforinot les.s ,than •siix mo'nLhs ? The fonrth 

.and fi:fth•c1i~ptors of the ~ots ofi Lhe' A.poatles throw a very clear 
, light on lihis .point. Let it ba ' 1dccidod in tho lightJOf that 
lSOiipture; f-Or it1 see.ms IJtknt;JJ before ob:r day, men have boon 
" commanded• n ot,, tro1 e-peak ~t ~II; 'l'ldr preach in the name of 

' Jesus. But, Poter ahd John anaw,ered and said·unto them: 
whether.it· b&J d.ght ·in tho sight o( God. to hoarken unto you 
more t han unto God, judge ye. ~For we cn.n not but speak 
tho things which weJiM•e seen and heard."· -And then, invoking 
God's protecting care; 11'Now, Lord, b.ihold their thTeatenings i 
and grant unto irh.y servd.nts;- that •witJi aU , boldness they may 

speak IJ:hy worfl ~'" * * * * * ,i t hey were 
all filled with tho Holy Ghost, and they epake the word of God 
with boldness." And when, for ha-ving violated t..he command 
of their Rulers, the· Apostles were1ngain arrested and imprisoned, 
God brought them out of ·prison and rene1Ded to them B is ,11m­
nia11d-''Go, stand and speak in the Temple to the people nil tho 
words of this life." They went and stood and spoke; and when 
arraigned again before tha cotlDcil, who demanded of them, 
"Did not we straightly command yon that ye should not teach 
in this name?' * * *· * Then Peter and the other 
Apostles arunvered ard said: "WB OUOHr 'fO OBEY .Goo llAi!Dl\ 

'l'HAN 'IICD!' · 'J3ret'li.ren this S-eript1I1'8 illust.rates the -principle 
involved in the oase before you. In our day, as in tho Apostles' 

·\ 
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Li.me, wo who lnb.or 11Dder tho same oommission, and by the 
&ame 1mthor1ty1 and for the uphuilcling of the same Kingdom, 
which is ,iot of this world, havo reason to groan beforo Goel "of 
a truth against Thy holy chlld J eslls, whom Thou hast ANNOINTED1 

both Herod (the ci~l Rt1!or), and ·l?ontius Pilate· (the 1\tilit.ary 
Governor), witJi the Gentiles and (flven) the people of Isrnal, are 
gat.hbl·od1 together.I' 

Wo havo come t()i tbe cor<H>f'the.lilntter. Let it be cfuitinctly 
understood that we do .not object ,i:p.erely to a corta.'in fniliLary 
order, or to the subst.anoo or wording oti a certain prescribed 
oath, or to the provisions of a coJltain civil .eQactment. No. 
We wish to s&y, most emphatictLlly,,tha.t wo obj110Ho all milj_t~ry 
orders, to all oalbe, all civil enactm..onW, by ;wh.ich the free 
exerQise of religion is Q.r m11y bo restrained. If thore .is nuy 
ulidity of argument in what bas beeL\ said, not only is ovr 
specific compl~ut e~taineci, bu,t lbo ;e9nclusion is •irresistible 
that the Ohui·ch cp.n not. be 'interfered wil;h at nil. ' 

Lamentation ho.s been made over our "unfortunate scrtLplea." 
We glory in our "infirmities." The best argument to prove 
thnl our scruvles are founded ip error is the plausible nnalogy 
thnt the civil or military authority may, a,s a s:mitary preeau­
tion1 prevent tho assembling of Synods and Presbyteries, so as 
to keep the small pox from spreading. ·rhis ~ unanswerable! 
The municipoJ authorities may prevent us from building a pig­
stye at our front door, to the annoyance of our neighbor$ ; 
because, in the nature of a. pig-stye, it is bound to bo a nuisance 
in that locality. E ven so, it is right to forbid tho assembling of 
preachers and elders when the smal\ pox is raging ; not, how­
ever, becautie they are preachers and elders, but because they 
are men, and therefore, by their physical constaution, they may 
take and spread tho dreadful di&ease. And such a prohibition 
would, in right, extend to political as well as religious o.ssem­
blagts; because human nature, whether clerically attired or sur­
mounted by the slouched hat of; the demagogue, is liAblo to 
di&onse. :But a Synod, a Presbytery, a preacher, an elder, aa 
such, can not take the sma.U pox; neither can they be disloyal 
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can not bcoom-e o ,on.tt:iout ceasing to 'r,e t ile '©hu1·ch. In itl! 
n1Lture, as our bless~d L or<! const,antly detilill'ed-by tho com­
mission to the heralds of tbo· cross to "tench' all Dations," 
w:b.etbor monar,cbies, or -ropllblios, or despotisms-m the ljgbl of 
tM example oftho A postles., as t,h'ey ox:eouted ·this 'commission, 
and by Lho. Oonstibutli.on of the, Obnreh wbicb we nave solemnly 
s,v-o-ro to nbido by &nd mantainr-the l'hureh is not;an oppenda~re 
of Sui.to ;".it is independent of t he State; it is not, nnd ean not, be, 

in any sense political. -1s the act of eating and d1't'ffki:rtg a polit­
ical act ? Is it loyal ot- ,disloyal, republican, democratic, 
" union," "co pnerhenu, ·• or " secesh ?" E"ren so, for tho same 
reason, i . e, in the Ut\t.lll'o or tho case, by t~ C<mstitutio1t wbicb 
t ho lload of the Ohnre'h hns given to 1Iis ministl'y; and IIis 
spiritual commonwealth, the ~hureh nrid ecolesinstieal functions 
must be politioa.lly in.different; cn111 not be either " loyfl.1" or 
"disloynL" 

In reply to this it_ will be urged that a ministel! may mtl'oduce 
politics into the pulpit, as many have done; and Ohut·ch courts 
may make political delivcrnnees, as many of them hnvo done, 
IIJld, lh.oroforo, interference, by the chil or militncy nu.thorities, 
with ministerial «nd ecclesitUticalfu11ctions, is jusilliable. Not at 
all ; for danger to tho pcnoo of lhe , 'tute is to be a pprehended, 
not from tho oxerei$e of those ministerial and ecclesiastical 
funclions, but from tho uogl-eet 0 1· disregard of tho-m. Ne sutor 
s1cpra crepidam. Lot the cobbler st ick to his lruit; ruid k t the 
preacher and Lhe servants ot the Church. stick to thcir com­
mission, which is neither to uphold nor to overthr.ow the State, 
but to bring" glory to God, in the Cb nrch, by Jesns Christ" in 
the sal~ ion of souls. If, however, they go outside of their com­
mission, if the ,..eacher trnnsform bis pulpit into a ' ' 11tomp,'' and 
dograde himself into a demagogue, 1111d if the Cbnrch court 
l'edOlvo itself into a political t"-Aucus, lhen the mildest that CUD be 
said of them is t),lat they are faithloss to souls and apostate to 
the Son of God, and should r.eceive the severest censures of an 
outraged C.la.urca. And if, in departing from lhe discharge of 
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lheir ap_pr o11riate dqtyi , a.Q~ in pbeir l'ec•~~ndy'tOJ Ghrist, they 
offend against ~he Lo w1 tbey mQ.st_, ofl coo11se, lik-er:a.11 otb:er civ­
iUan wrong,doe11s, ,be i,lel:11t w.ith , by ,the seodlnr power. But, 
surely such instai;ices -0f apestasy► f01'bish · no wu.rrunt fol' ham• 
pe1·ing the•free-ex-er-0.ise of' religiorl, br obstructing eccle.sinatica'l 

functions. As well might tlto St1,1,tet torb1d a father, ·whose 
ol?est, son had t unned ®t .n,k)omiterfdii't'er. andiihief, no give meat 

nnc1 b1·ead to bi$, remain in~ obili:h-en. llroat'·and bread have no 
tendency, t,9 make couoterfeit.crt:r and' thieves. Neit.heds it the 
tendency of religion or eoclc!!insticnLqJrocoodings to make:" 1,raiJ. 
t or s'' or to con.eootH rebollidn.V. The tentleney of religion is :to 
induce " pea~e atid and joy in •t he Iloly' Ghostt' and Ohureh' 
CO'U.rt.s OA~ NOT, (by the ter,ns of<fheir, life,, •by· the very law of tMir 
being,) OAN NO'D.hllndle, O'l' oonolnue anything en,ve .\\:h'ln is occlesi~ 

astic.'ll. And .hobce, as' it would: be ab~a:r'd and 01111el to forbid -
that pnreht,, whose first born.had become.a'. orimirialy to provide 
food fot J1i::, other child1·en; so to interfere with the Clrnrch (a. 
kingdom not.of this 'wonld) is ty;:rapni onl iri the extreme, uecn.Wle 
t he evil f,o be gud.rded 3,gninst, Boes.not necessitate the enslnv'e­
meut of God's 'people- o.nd the dethronomorlt .ofi ' Efog J esus_ 
T h ose niilitnuy .orders,,tbese, test 1o'aihs> these oiviL enactments, 
·w11ich impose ne\v qUAlifications for the work of the mill'i$Lry 

and membership in Church courts, and which control ecclesias­
tical proceedings, are cerooinly uncalletl for; inusmuch ns we:· 
:rn·eaoh, not "in corners," but from the "hoUBe-tops," and our· 
relii;,rious assemblages" are held with <YJIB11 doors., sci thaL O. S. 
detectives, which al'e as p lenty, and lo1~thsome, andins.-itiable-as 
Pharaoh's Jice, ho.vc the fullest opportanitios, to scan our " coun• 
tenance," to fathom our ""sympathies," and to repor t our 
"words;" and if, whether in the pulpit or out of it1 whether in 
the Chw·ch court or out of it, we be offenders, or hive committed · 
anything worthy of death, then (like truly "loyo.!1' American 
citizens) we refUBe not to die. 

[The only shadow of excuse for such interference is ,vben the 
Church uncburchos herself, i. , ., when, breaking away from her 
solemn vows and trampling UDder foat the fundapiontnl law 
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which constitutes her i ndependent existence nod gunra.ntoes her 
impregnn.ble secarity, she merges herself into n. province of 
Omsar, nnnex:es Christ's Kingdom to n.n oo.rthly reo.Im, volu.o­
teers political support, proscribes government policy and makes 
secular deliverances. Intervention from one side authorizes 
and demn.nds inlerveotion from the other. It ill a. sort ofbar­
gnin. "I'll tickle you, and you'll tickle me." But wbnt the 
Ohurcb vo!UJJteers the State soon learns to demand; nod in 
return for whn.t t he Church shamelessly surrenders, she soon 
cringingly a~ks I.be interposition of the State. '£bus, h1- 1861 
contrnry co the advice of At torney-General Bates (who is one of 
onr own elders), but in 1·eady com.plinuce -with the couniiel of S. 
P. Chase (who is no& a Presbyterian, but no abolitionist), the 
Assembly delivered itself on the '' Union, tho laws nod freedom." 
Since then the " Star Spangldd .Banner" hns supplanted tho 
cross, aud the '' American Eaglo" has suporceded the Lamb of 
God in many a pulpit. Our Assembly and many Synods and 
P resbytorios h:.i.ve been rabidly fierce in their" loyal" utterances, 
and mo1,e heartlly conoerned about "Lhe sto.te of the count1'Y" 
tbnn about; the staie of the Church; and meanwhile the "govern­
ment" (?) t.nkiug advantage of this blind zeal, hns DARED to silence, 
U11prison and banish ministers of the gospel, seize churches, 
dictate the scnrioos of the saactunry, disperse congregations, 
and 0011 trol tho organization and proceedings of "religious 
assemblages;" and yo~, as if Lhi.s unrighteous intoiifcrenco wero 
both lukewarm and tardy, some crazy people "who!!o teolh are 
at1 swords n.ntl tlloir jaw-tooth ns koivos," arc still clnmo1·ing, in 
the language of &v. Dr. R L . S 'l'MlTON, :, it is time for the 
government to look after the CbuTches."] 

SUMMARY. 

The 111·i.J1cipalpoints to which your attention has been dfrectod 
are-

(1) . That tho irrosponsil.,le, brutal despotism which bas raged 
in '.\li,-souri, and of which tho JloMcrans' Order is an emanntion, 
is a dolatinn of tho supreme authority of the lnnd-thnt "higher 
power" 1mlo which every soul must bo 1mbjoct-aud1 therefore, 

•• 
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it is not "the law of God," n.04 tho Synod of Miaso111'i dii.l WJ·ong 
tQ comply with it. 

(2) . Eveu mArtinl-law, pw,perly so called, i. e.1 the oxtension 
ove-i- ofrilians of Lhoso rules whioh Cong ress_ bas enMtcd fol' t ho 
government of_tbe milit.A11y, is snbor~linnto to the civil lnw, nod 
certninly cannot exorcise an a.uthori~y which its ch-ii oroalor uot.. 
only bns no power to imj)ll.rt, bu t m.ost om1.1hu.Lically dibc lnims. 1 
Wboreforo, again, ~he llosecrarl-s' Order is not," tho lu w of (;j ou," 
but n, m ost unwnr!'autnble usw11ntion, ru:id the Syn od clid wrong 

to ob 'Y it. 

(3). The Order itself is (n) nn insult t-0 the Ohur~h, by assum­
ing that the proceedings of Synod "would bo diE>loytLI n11d tend 
to foment rlisoo1·d nnd encoumgo l'ebollion." (h) Dethrones 
Obrist, hy imposing additional qunlificatioll.5 npon llis scn ·nnts 
nod for ills work. (c) It forc·ei. Chm·cti com-ts to do police 
duty, or (by its last modification) makes ~ eir orgnnizaLion nod 
proceedings to dopend on nnd to bo conformed to tho )'IC:lsnre 
of a military official. (d) IL prescribes an oath which M man 
in bis senses, no loyal, clnisti1110 citizen would tako. Therefore 
the hynod did w1·ong. 

(-!). The Fodel'al CoustH11tion-which is the S ul'ttEllE lnw, 
"tho higher po,'"er," tho " lnw· of God" to us-reco~nir.e~ nud 
gun.mntoos the l:NTlRE JSDt:PE:SlJ£NOE OF TUE C'UO!l('ll. "The 
exercise of religion," says Madison, "is wisely oxom l'l from civil 
jurisdiction." 'l'hcroforo it is not disloyal to reQi:il :111~· jnfri11g­
mont of religions lil,erty, either by tho civil 1,owl•1·, or h,r its 
orCAturo-militnry nul,hority. On the cont1·nl'y, bo II ho a-,ks 
or evon consents to such infrlngmont, is DISLOYAL both 10 Christ 
and Lhe country. 

(5). In the nature of tho cn.-;o, by our own eccle--jn,;tje:nl con­
stitution (which is founded upon tho word of God), tht> l'hu1·ch 
in not, and cannot bo, either loyal or disloyal. Thl'I cforc, the 
Synod did \"iole11t wrong in asserting tho contn.ry by their un-
conaLitutionnl action. · 

\ 
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CO~OLCSIO~. 

Thus, in the fear of God, and of none elso1 we bn,o discharged 
wbnt seemed our bollil<'len duty. Though the "Rosencrans' 
Order " bas been recently revoked, yet n fearful precedent has 
been sot, which, thus fur, bas called forth no general remon­
strance, but. has rather been supinely and, in mn.ny quart.e1·s, 
cordially acquiesced in.. Tht1.t "ordo1·" may be r c--0uacted at 
somo future day in New York, or P ~ttsburg, or Philadelphia. 
Tho sword has been sheathed, but a ghastly woirnd has been' 
inflicted upon the Church, tho body of Christ.; it is unhealed; it 
id made deeper a1,1d wider by the New Constitu_tion of the State 
of Missouri, and, j udging by the tone of tho religious press, and 
by t.he singular disposition of our "complait1t" by the late 
~sombly, we fear that God's people "love to have it so," or, at 
least, th:it they arc by no means Mrnkc to tho peril which 
threatens tho crown-rights of Christ. We well u nderstand that, 
by most. of you, this unconcern hna been 11(n•sisted in, nud t his 
apathy indulged, under the mistaken noqon that such interfer­
ence with religion wns neces ary in "putting do"n tho rebellion " 
and "saviug the lifo of tbe nation." We bn,e long been con­
vinced that "loyalty ,, has been the hu.gbenr by which many 
good and true men have. boon unnecessarily Mghtoncd. With 
ill-defined, exceedingly hnzy views of "loyalty," they have 
been afraid to net or speak, or so much as lo brenthe even, in 
behalf of the purity of the Ch arch, lest their course might be 
construed into "disloyalty" to the "government." On this 
account wo desired to test tho matter in the Synod of .Missouri, 
and befor.:i the Genorn.1 Assembly . Excluded from the latter 
Body, we now lay before you a lino of argument on ll,is very 
point. W e trust thnt some minds have been relieved in this 
matter. Wo are satisfied that our course ii, suslaiuod, not only 
by the word of God and the fundamental law of our Obnrch, but 
also by th o Constitution of our country; nnd hencei T RUE LOYALTY 

nnd the INDEPE:sDENOE OF TUE Cnuaoa are not only compatible, 
but utterly l~SKPARABLE. 

In this connection, we comme.nd to you the following, from 
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Chevalier BUNSEN'S work on "Tiu; ]?angers of lleligiot~ Liberty :'' 
'' Civil liberty has never displayed any vigqr, ~~c9;Pt where it bas 
rested on seJf-govemment . in the lo,,ver spheres of co~mo11 lif~,; 
antl this has never been possible except wbm·e freedom Qf 
cqnscic1,1ce exist!I." "Religious liberty has never .r,e t _ l9d t,o 
political rnvoh1tion, but i,ts suppression often h;la." 

"Intolerance and persecution have , ,neither brot1gh t bleasiTJgs 
to governments nor peoplesJ bU!t they have beep. the gr~test 
cu-rse to Protestant governments, because ~ ~his oa,~ they have 
im·olved nn intrinsic self-contradicLion." 

Se~ing then that religious freedom is thest~·on~o~t huk~rk of 
civil liberty, iL follows thnt he who is trqest to the indepcndonc~ 
of the Church is t he fas test Mend of his country. He does not 
need to be commisero,ted on n.ccount of his II unfortunat-e, 
scruples;" much_ less does he desotTe to be denounced as di.sloyal, 
pestilent aud seditiottS ; 011- the contrary, he has " lho obvious 
merit of resisting oppres3ion, a conduct that is nl ways respect­
a~le, as it always indicates a sense of right n.nd courage." It is 
urged, however, that it is no time when II the lif'e of the nation 
is in pe1il," to stickle about su.cb matters. W-e demur. Then 
is the very time. Great princiiiles are most in danger in the 
midst of p,opular upheavals. Great. principle~, too, nro born and 
established in times of convulsion. And hence J nstice Curtis, 
of Boston, fol'.Illorly on th.e U. S. Supreme :Bench, and a Re_pub­
lioan in politics, has deliberately doc·land thnt .NOWJ rather than 
when all is quiet, Amel'icans should be on the alert, sleeplessly, 
vigilant for Lheir libe1·ties; and that he does not deserve to be a 
citizen, and is unworthy the 1rnme of freeman, who reftlses to 
asse1·t and maintain his rights. , 

Let it also be borne in mind, especially by those who have 
frowned upon us, under the 1,mpression that 011r course was 
calculated to hinder the Government in its efforts to suppress 
the rebellion-that Preside11t Lincoln, during one of the gloom:ist 
periods of Lbe war, promptly suspended the military order 
against D.r. MoPheeters, and some time afterwo.rus, in his St. 
Louis lotter, expressed surprise that his command bnd not been 

, 
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oboyod, and snid that "the Government could not undertal.e to run 
the Oh1trches.'' 

Mor<JO'l"er, ,we appeal to histol'y. \Ve have beo11 troo to .Prcs-­
bysorianism. Tlie principle for which we cont.end stands ou.t. 

boldly in all tho story of God'i! peoplo, nnd nowhere moro coo, 
spiouot1sly than in the histo1-y o.G the P resbyterians of Scotfond, 
Ireh\nd and our own couulry. Scotland, the grent witness• 
bearer in moder n times fo1• ciril and religious lil>&rLy, planted 
hen1olf fu-rnly on Lhe vi Lal doctrine of the headship of tho Lord 
Jesna Cbl'ist. .As early, us 1571, Erskine, 11dd1·essing ;tho 1·ogont 
of tbe k-ingJom, says: "1'here is a spiritual juri.suiction and 
power wuicb God hM gi'l"on 11Dder his kirk, nnd·to them that 
bear office tbol'ein; and the1·0 is a temporal jurisdiction nnd 
po,vo1· given of Ood _Lo klugs nnd civil magistrat~s. BoLb the 
1>owep3 u1·e of God, nnu JUost ng-reo to the forLifying oue ot' the 
ocher, if tbey bo l'ight used. But when the corruption of man 

enters in, confo11r1ding the office.i, usu1·piog to h'imsclf wh:1t h_a 
plen.sos, JJotbi11g reg.u·diug th_e good order appointeu of' God, 
tlMm confusion followsio all estates. The kirk of God i,hould 
fo1·tify a!l lawfnl power ond auLhol'ity that pertains to tho ci,·il 

magb1trale, becau<Je it is tbe 01•diu1mco of God. llul if Lo puss 
the bound:; of his office, aud eutc1· within the a1u1ctu:11-y of t.he 
Loi·d, medtlllug ,vith such thi1:1g3 a:; appertain lo the ministeN or 
God'~ kirk, then the servants of God should wiLhsknd hill unjust 

outerpri,,e, for so they ui·c oommnndud of God." I n tJ.ic muin• 

t.on:rncc and defense of these truths our fathers had "Lhe most 
absurd cl1a"ges of nrsLOYALTY urged against t,hcm iJ1 ~frulent. 
pnmpbl,.h:o." "A Presbytery, whie:h hail met for tho purpose of 

forming n now oongrogation, were arrol!ted and ihdicletl for a. 
1·iot while thoy ,vere s1ttin~ poaccubly 9ngaged in the di,;olrnrgo 

of their duties;" the BLACK 0A'f[I nnd fin~ wore imposed, 
estates were forfeited, the prison11 ,\'el'o filled, disfranchise ment 

wns suffered, clergy ru1d lnity .A:ii-iven into exile, nod muny put 
to dealh. (So true it is that bisLory repents itRelf-tbut·o is 
nothing now under tho sun.) ' ' Tho struggle wns continued 
during four reigns, and doluged Sootlanu with the 1,Jood of her 
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mnrbyred horoes. * * These persecutions wero mninly io~tru­
mental in bringing to t h is country many of the worthy l'11t he1·s 

nnd founders of our Zion. Of tb,.se some wore ignomini(lu.1ly 
transported M felo.ns for their at tachment t o t ho cause of God. 
They were prnyerfnl and holr m en. Their ctime, in t ho cyti of 
tbeil" opfll'cssors, was, t hat they would not violate the dictnles of · 
conscience, und sin ago.inst tho lnw of Lhoir God. Others !loo; 
because they saw no pro,;pect iu their own (llOuntry t hat tho n1·k 

of lhe Lo1·d would enjny a sufe resting place, and they sought a 
r egion in which they might wor11hip God in peace; whilo others 
still, ntLraoled by lho prospe<!ts- ,Yhich the colonies held fol'lh to 
them, left t ho homes of I heir nncc,tor!!, and sought an Mylum in 
tho comp:rnionship of tho~ ,Yho bad borne n good testi mony 
and endured mu.oh ha.rdnos!! fot· thoii: Lord nnd Savior." (See· 
Dr. Blnokwood's Int roduclion to Wobster'ii History Pn1sby terinn 
Church.) 

The people, whom such providences of God 1:rronght to this 
cotmt.ry, and from whom we are proud to clnim ccclcsinstical , 
descent, and whose blood runs in the '"eifls of multitudes amon,/1 
us, have hequoathed t.o UR, in unnmbiguous ttnns, t.he priuciplos 
for which our Presbyterian fat hers contended so long nnd suf­
fered and sncrificod so much. 'i1ho alterations mn<lo in the 
standards of our Church, on this '""ry point, aro sigoincunt. 
They remind 1lt3 of tbnt long, determined, successful struggle, 
with aU it-3 su.fforing and sacrifice, 0111d imperatively demnnd our 
slumborless g uardianship th:1.L wo prcse l've and transmit t he 
inestimable heritage. 

Confcuion of Ft1ith u origi,14Uy 
adopt-.d b!f 11,, Clu1rclo of Scot/a.,u/.­
Qh,.pter xxiil, Sec. iil.- The civil 
mll!ti5tr1tle tna)' n oL auume to hlmsu.lf 
Ole 11dmini•Lrslion of the word Md 
SAcraments, or lbe power of the ken 
of ,h., kingdom -,f heaven ; vet fie 
h11~b authority, and It is his tlnty Lo 
like oruer, that unity and peace be 
pre!erved I II the Ollurc:b ; tbut the 
truth of God bo keptpureanJ enttre; 
that all hl~phemies and horll&ies be 
111.ppr~e<I, 1111 corruptions and ab~ 
ill worsbit> and d1Scip line preveaW 

Conftattion of Pait!,, 118 al/,r•d and 
atiopte(l b}I_ tk Prubyteria,, CA,,rch 
in f f,e United States.-COJ1pter x ~iii{ 
Sec. iii.-Ci\•il magia.trates may no 
a,sume to themselvM the 11rlminktra­
tion or the word 11nd EBcrnmunt• ; or 
the power or the ke~·~ of tbu kingdom 
of hll&ven; or, in the le!iSt, in wr lere 
in maltera of f11lth. Yet, n~ n tLrsinit 
fat.hen, il is tho duty of cn•il magis­
trates to frotect tho Churcli ol our 
Common Lord, without giving the 
!)reference to any denomination of 
Christians abo,·e the rest, in such a 


