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Fort Osage lay e, 1811,
Sir,

Having devoted the last three years exclusively to‘:L-': publioc “ervie,
more then two of whieh I have passed in confined “eclusion at this plaes,
I am now to beg of you the indulgenee of a furlow for Six Months, to
comnence in Novem®, next after the Indians have #one to the Hunt, and to
expire in April when they deturn during which I will do myself the honor
to wait upon you at the Office of Indian T’rade, if you think proper to
desire it.-

Some fanmily oconcerns of a mature very interesting to me, require
my presence al Natehitoches for a Short time and my health Requires
Some Respite from oconfinemente

Al%ho' this indulgence would be particularly grateful to me, yet I
would not by any meens Request it unless 1t ean be grented with perfeect
convenienoe to the Servioce-

I am Setting out tomorrow on an exeursion for s “hort time to
visit our Hed Maighbors the Kansas and Pewnees, to endeavor to form “ome
commereial arrangements to extend to those Tribes the advantages intended
for them in this establishemnt- In this, Genl. Clark favors me with his
approbation und friendly assistence, and I eam in hope I Shall be able to
open a freentrade with those People.

I have a quantity of Furs, Peltries &e. to the im', of about $5000
in Reediness for market which Mr, flawlings will dispatoh to St. Louis by
the first opportunity-

Exeapt ~ome unimportant movements of the Osages, and Some gighte
ing they have lately hod with the IB\IRIYB. all appsars to be well with
our Indizn coneerns in this quarter.

I am very Respectfully
&
Ge Cu 5o
John Mason s‘qr

supt, or Ina®, Trede
George Town Di.t. of 001‘.
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